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Important October 
Election Dates

1: Deadline for Absentee 
Ballot Requests (Primary 

Election)
5: Deadline for Change of 
Address (Primary Election)
10: Meet the Candidates 

Open House 
15: Deadline for Home Voting 
Requests (Primary Election)

20: Primary Election
26: General Election 

President Forum
29: Deadline for Absentee 
Ballot Requests (General 

Election)
For election information 

or to request an absentee 
ballot, home voting, or 

general election information 
visit https://srpmic-nsn.gov/

government/election/#voter or 
contact Erica Harvier or Ardell 

Moore.
Phone: (480) 362-7466 or 

(480) 362-7465

Email: SaltRiverElections@
srpmic-nsn.gov

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

On Sept. 15, Salt River Schools Technology Teacher Keri Tuchawena was awarded $1,000 
by the Fiesta Bowl Sports Foundation as part of the College Football Playoff Foundation’s 

#BigDayForTeachers celebration event. 

Salt River Honors Heroes with 
10th Annual 9/11 Stair Climb

 BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

It was another record-set-
ting year for the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity’s annual 9/11 Stair Climb 
at Salt River Fields at Talking 
Stick. 

This year’s climb, the 10th an-
nual, was held on Sept. 6. It fea-
tured more than 1,200 climbers 
and raised more than $165,000. 
The event was sponsored by 
Discover Salt River, the Salt Riv-
er Fire Department, Salt River 
Firefighter Charities, Plexus, 
Banner Health, 98KUPD, State 
Forty-Eight and others. 

For some, like Salt River fire-
fighter recruit Alex Haslam, the 
tragic events of Sept. 11, 2001, 
occurred before they were born, 
but that doesn’t lessen the impor-
tance of community, together-
ness and healing in his eyes. 

“This is an amazing opportu-
nity to get to know the area, meet 
some new faces, and see some 
old ones that I knew from the 
academy as well as from around 
the Community and other fire 
departments,” Haslam said.

The annual 9/11 Stair Climb at Salt River Fields at Talking Stick continued to honor and com-
memorate the countless lives lost due to the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks in New York City. 

Continued on page 8Continued on page 8

3 Takeaways: 
•	 This year’s 9/11 Stair Climb 
was held on Sept. 6. More than 
1,200 climbers raised more than 
$165,000. 
•	 The annual event was the sec-
ond-largest and second-best-at-
tended stair climb in the country. 
The first is the stair climb hosted 
in Green Bay, Wisconsin.
•	 Participants completed two 
laps up and down the stadium 
aisles of Salt River Fields, repre-
senting the 110 stories of the two 
World Trade Center buildings.

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12

Sharing a meal and a 

memory!

Grandparents Day
 includes 

Great-Grandparents!
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Tele-tips & Tricks

Troubleshoot RouterTroubleshoot Router

Support 
Mon-Friday
8AM-5PM

480.362.7150
Option 2

Step 1: Examine LED Light

Step 2: Power-cycle Router

Step 3: Verify Ethernet cable
Green: Internet is getting to Router
Amber: Router is performing update
Red: Internet is not getting to router

Step 4: Check Internet Connection
Go into Command IQ app on phone or
tablet. Ensure the router shows "connect"
and run the bandwidth test 

Unplug router and plug it back in

Make sure the Ethernet cable from the jack
is plugged into the correct Ethernet port on
back of router. The Ethernet cable should be
plugged into white, Ethernet WAN port

Do Not Reset Router
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BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Athletes visiting from the Central Council of the 
Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska demonstrated 
and taught Alaska Native games to kids from pro-
grams housed at Ske:g Himdag Ki: on Aug. 31.

The athletes were in the Valley because they were 
invited by the Heard Museum in Phoenix for the 
closing day of the “Molly of Denali Experience,” 
a special adventure exhibition designed especially 
for kids at the museum throughout the summer. One 
of the episodes of the experience is about Native 
youth traditional games, said Kyle Ḵaayák’w Worl, a 
wellness administrator for the Tlingit & Haida Indian 
Tribes of Alaska. Worl and fellow athlete Matthew 
Quinto shared demonstrations and workshops at the 
museum before heading to Salt River.

“I always like adding an extra day to my travel to 
visit the local community,” said Worl, who connected 
with Athletics Program Manager David Willis at Salt 
River Recreation “out of the blue” for the stop.

As a group of excited kids entered the basketball 
court at Ske:g Himdag Ki:, two large tripods stood 
tall on the court, each with a long string and a ball 
hanging from it. This is what Worl and Quinto used to 
demonstrate their traditional games to the youth.

According to Worl, Alaska Native games are 
traditional games that have been passed down for 
hundreds of years. They were originally played by 
hunters to build strength and agility, characteristics 
that were needed for survival on traditional lands. 
Each game correlates to physical fitness or necessary 
skills. 

Worl talked with O’odham Action News about 
some of these games.

“We have the scissor broad jump, which is based 
on ice hopping, and this was necessary for [hunt-
ers traveling] in search of seals. We have the high 
kicks that practice agility and balance and explosive 
strength, but they also had a practical purpose of sig-
naling a successful hunt,” said Worl.

Another game displayed for the kids was the seal 
hop, a hunting technique game where participants 
mimic the motion of a seal hopping on ice. 

“This is how they approached or snuck up to the 
seal,” said Worl.

The Inuit stick pull represents using a harpoon to 
pull a seal from the water onto the ice. Other games 
included the one-hand reach and the Alaskan high 
kick, which are winter games played indoors to keep 
your body active during the coldest months. There 
were many other games demonstrated for the kids. 

“Every game held its importance in daily life in 
terms of what we needed to be able to survive, to 
hunt, to move,” said Worl.

Worl was not only thankful to Ske:g Himdag Ki: 
staff for the opportunity to come out to the Communi-
ty and showcase traditional games, but he was happy 
to try out a new sport himself. 

Willis made sure the visitors experienced an elder 
chair volleyball game earlier in the day. 

“I think that’s an awesome collaboration [showing] 
that, from tribe to tribe, we’re willing to share and 
support each other,” said Worl. 

“I’m grateful for that connection with David Willis 
and the Salt River tribe here.”

Alaska Games Demonstrated at Ske:g Himdag Ki:
3 Takeaways:

•	 Kyle Ḵaayák’w Worl and Matthew Quinto shared tradi-
tional Alaska Native games with kids at Ske:g Himdag Ki:.
•	 They were in the area to demonstrate at the Heard Muse-
um in Phoenix and reached out to Salt River for a visit. 
•	 The traditional games teach helpful skills needed for 

survival in the cold winter months in Alaska.

Matthew Quinto (left) and Kyle Worl (right) demonstrate their skillset with traditional Alaska games. 

Matthew Quinto 
stands on his hand 
while holding one 
foot and kicking 
another foot 
straight up to hit a 
ball hanging from 
a string above. 

 Sareya Kisto (left) and Emma 
Juarez (right) sit on the floor with 
Matthew Quinto (back) cheering 
them on as they excitedly participate 
in a traditional game from Alaska. 
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The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO institution and an equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and 
individuals with disabilities. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, or national origin. A lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in the 
career and technical education programs of the District.
The Maricopa County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its 
programs or activities. For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number to reach the appointed coordinator: (480) 731-8499. For additional 
information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within the Maricopa College system, visit www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.

 A place where learning, support, and community converge.

WHAT IS THE AMERICAN
INDIAN PROGRAM?

The American Indian Program at 
Scottsdale Community College 
functions as a relational and support 
center, empowering student success 
through meaningful support services 
and resources.

We understand the unique needs 
of Indigenous students, and we are 
committed to reducing barriers while 
fostering academic, personal, and 
cultural success for our Indigenous 
SCC students.

OUR ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES
•  Resource and enrollment navigation

•  Academic check in’s and progress monitoring

•  Tribal scholarship coaching

•  Intentional advocacy

WHY STUDY AT SCC?
•  160+ degree and certificate programs

•  Small class sizes

•  Easy credit transfers

•  Nearby location and free parking

The SRPMIC Tuition Waiver 
pays for tuition and fees for 
enrolled SRPMIC members.

For more information, contact: 
AIP@scottsdalecc.edu | 480.423.6531

For enrollment information, visit: 
scottsdalecc.edu/future-studentsbit.ly/scc-aip

News and Events In and Around Indian Country
BY DALTON WALKER

O’odham Action News
dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

Chandler School District Approves 
Land Acknowledgment

A large school district in Arizona is 
the latest to approve a land acknowledg-
ment statement at future board meetings 
and graduations.

The Chandler Unified School District 
in the Phoenix Valley approved it in 
September by a 3-2 vote. The district 
posted a land acknowledgement state-
ment on its website in 2025. 
University Installs Native American 
Language Signs

The University of Arizona unveiled 
new Native American language signs 
on four buildings in September. The 
initiative was started by the American 
Indian Language Development Institute 
and the University of Arizona Linguis-
tics Department. 

The university held a special event in 
early September for area tribal leaders 
and advocates to see the building signs. 
Arizona Drivers Get More Time to 
Update Photo IDs

Arizona residents with state IDs will 
now have to update their ID photos ev-
ery 16 years instead of every 12 years. 
The new law started Sept. 12.

The updated photo requirement will 
be the same for the standard Arizona 
driver license or the federally compliant 
Arizona Travel ID.
More Carlisle Boarding School Rela-
tives to Come Home

The U.S. Army has started the repa-
triation of 12 Native American students 
who died at the Carlise Indian Industrial 
School between 1879 and 1918. 58 
Native American children have been 

returned from the Carlisle Barracks Post 
Cemetery since 2017. 

The relatives being return home are:
•	 Alaska Natives: Mabel Stock, Edward 

Angalook, Lucy Spaulding and Tum-
massak (Tomicock)

•	 Fort Peck Tribes: Peter Howe, Rich-
ard Morgan and Christine Redstone

•	 Comanche Nation: Frances Bones
•	 Absentee Shawnee Tribe: Fannie 

Gibson
•	 Shoshone-Paiute Tribes: Della Atkins
•	 Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 

Chippewa Indians: Susie King
•	 Keweenaw Bay Indian Community: 

Margaret Davis
Olivia Rodrigo Gives $2 million to 
Native Health Program

A California concert in Septem-
ber resulted in millions of dollars for 
organizations supporting women. John 
Hopkins Center for Indigenous Health 
was among the organizations to receive 
funding from the Daisy Chain Fields 
festival headlined by popstar Olivia 
Rodrigo.

John Hopkins Center for Indigenous 
Health said the $2 million will go pro-
tecting and growing programming for 
Indigenous mothers, women, children 
and families. 
American Indian Chamber of Com-
merce of Arizona Hosts Conference

Native business leaders in Arizona 
spent two days in Flagstaff in Septem-
ber for the American Indian Chamber of 
Commerce of Arizona Business Confer-
ence.

The two-day event took place at the 
High Country Conference Center and 
brought together entrepreneurs, small 
business owners, tribal enterprises, cor-
porate partners and economic develop-
ment professionals.

National Preparedness Month Training

Upcoming Trainings
Oct. 6

Salt River Public Health
Communicate Diseases in the 2026 

Winter Season
Nov. 3

SRPD Officer D. Brown
Staying safe while out shopping this 

holiday season
Dec. 8

SRFD Health & Wellness Division
Supporting your mental health in the 

holiday season 

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Did you know that free monthly 
training for Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community Risk Reduction staff 
is open to all Community members and 
employees?

The trainings are hosted by the Com-
munity Risk Reduction Division of the 
Salt River Fire Department each month 
at Two Waters Building A, Room 109.

On Sept. 8, for National Preparedness 
Month, the training by Salt River Emer-
gency Management focused on person-
al, home and Community preparedness.  

This year’s theme for National Pre-
paredness Month is “Americans Stand 
Ready” and focuses on resourcefulness, 
self-reliance, resilience and community 
unity before disasters strike.

The presentation provided an over-
view of hazards and disasters that 
impact the SRPMIC, as well as what 
residents can do to prepare for them.

Emergency Management Coordinator 
Terry Nelson gave participants these 
core steps to take at home before an 
emergency strikes. 
Know your risk

Understand the types of emergencies 
most common in your area, such as 
extreme heat, floods or severe weather, 
and sign up for local alerts.
Make a plan

Create an emergency communication 
and evacuation plan with your family, 
accounting for children, seniors, pets 
and anyone with mobility or functional 
needs.
Build a kit

Gather essential supplies including 
non-perishable food, water (at least a 

three-day supply for each person), med-
ications and flashlights.
Get involved

Take classes like CPR or first aid, 
and support local community disaster 
planning.

Hazards identified in the SRPMIC’s 
Threat and Hazard Identification and 
Risk Assessment (THIRA) and other 
Community-based risk assessments 
include dam inundation, drought, ex-
treme heat, fissures, flood, levee failure, 
severe wind, subsidence and wildfires. 

Nelson also talked in-depth about 
how the Community is prepared to 
prevent and respond to human-caused 
threats, including terrorism. There 
are terrorism liaison and emergency 
management liaison officers and “fusion 
centers” where law enforcement agen-
cies share information with each other. 

Emergency Management Coordinator 
Joseph Urrea and SRFD Capt. Rob-
ert K. Scabby also contributed to the 
training. 

For more information about Com-
munity risk reduction, contact Firepre-
vention@srpmic-nsn.gov or call (480) 
362-SRFD. 

mailto:Fireprevention@srpmic-nsn.gov
mailto:Fireprevention@srpmic-nsn.gov
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The answers to this crossword 
puzzle can be found in the stories 
throughout this issue of  O’odham 

Action News.  
Enjoy!

Can you solve the crossword puzzle?October 1

Across
3. The location at ECEC where Grandparents' Day
was celebrated

7. The Arizona school district that recently
approved a land acknowledgement to be read at
future board meetings

9. Investigative Genetic Genealogy Center
working with Scottsdale Police to identify a man
found 20 years ago

10. film festival where "Burros" premiered in
2021

Down
1. The musician who donated $2 million to John
Hopkins Center for Indigenous Health

2. The Salt River Schools teacher who was
awarded by the Fiesta Bowl Sports Foundation

4. Procedure establishing a physical location to
house administration support specialists and any
logistics an emergency team needs

5. One of the Alaska games demonstrated that
mimics an animal on ice

6. the Flagstaff team the Dingers beat 9-2 in a
rematch

8. The Wisconsin city that holds the only stair
climb larger than Salt River Fields

1

2

3

4 5

6 7

8

9

10

Across
3. The location at ECEC where 

Grandparents’ Day was 
celebrated

7. The Arizona school district 
that recently approved a land 
acknowledgement to be read at 
future board meetings

9. Investigative Genetic Genealogy 
Centerworking with Scottsdale 
Police to identify a man found 20 
years ago

10. The film festival where 
“Burros” premiered in 2021

DO YOU NEED TO UPDATE 
YOUR NEWSPAPER 

SUBSCRIPTION?
Contact Newspaper 

Specialist Kari Haahr at 
(480) 362-2698 or kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

Leave your name, number and message and they will get back to you.

GOT A STORY IDEA? Email us at oodhamactionnews@
srpmic-nsn.gov or call (480) 362-7750

Down
1. The musician who donated $2 

million to John Hopkins Center 
for Indigenous Health

2. The Salt River Schools teacher 
who was awarded by the Fiesta 
Bowl Sports Foundation

4. Procedure establishing a physical 
location to house administration 
support specialists and any 
logistics an emergency team 
needs

5. One of the Alaska games 
demonstrated that mimics an 
animal on ice

6. The Flagstaff team the Dingers 
beat 9-2 in a rematch

8. The Wisconsin city that holds the 
only stair climb larger than Salt 
River Fields

Nature Word Search

O’ODHAM

DO’AG, Mountain
O’OḌ, Sand
HANAM, Cholla buds
AUPA, Cottonwood
KUI, Mesquite

ṢEGOI, Creosote
U’US KOKMAGĬ, Arrow-

weed
IHUG, Devils claw
VAKOA, Gourd
AKIMEL, River

PIPAASH

XANYO, Lake
SHLY’AY, Sand
‘IIYAA, Mesquite bean
SHTHAK, Palo verde tree
XVIIKXWET, Red Mountain

THPILY, Cat tail
‘A, Saguaro cactus
KAPITHAN, North star
MATXIIKWER, Whirlwind/

dust devil
UURAV, Lightning

U T O P T F C Z D F T ’ I I Y A A K V P
T ’ W K Ṣ X ’ U O I H C L D W G X F Ṣ K
O ḍ U U K P H U ’ M P O ’ O ḍ C A N M M
Z ’ E S M ḍ X A A X I P O G X B N G H A
X G T S K A D O G E L U P Z H X Y S H T
C H H H H O M J U X Y U X O ’ X O T E X
A K I M E L K K J Y K R C I X V B E Q I
I ’ A M A R T M L X V A X P K U I J W I
P L K T D F G E A Z M V U I U Y H T R K
H U ḍ Z Ǐ Z Ṣ A V G X E S H T H A K I W
H A K X S D K V A Z Ǐ W W A O A X K U E
W O N C V A A X A T S X ḍ L Ṣ K J A Z R
Ṣ Q P A O L U C V M W V Q J A R E K J K
E W T H M N P V ’ L A I W S J K L I Y M
G R R Y A B A M K H U I L I H T N M V B
O P W ’ K V M X Ṣ U S K Q X B L C E D Ǐ
I U E V G Q A A A U U X J V D J Y L W E
R I H U G R E K C P J W X Q Ǐ ḍ Z ’ B C
U Y B H H T W Y O Z Y E L K J A X B A V
I S H T H A K U N A V T P H ’ G W M N Y
Z ḍ M N B R E Ǐ T H D S K A P I T H A N

Find the O'odham and Piipaash words from the list below!

Ḍ Ḍ
Ḍ

Ḍ

Ḍ

Ḍ

Ḍ
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Salt River Fire Captain Riley Murphy said, “Being 
here represents our Community; we now have nation-
al notoriety because of this event. We’ve raised al-
most $900,000 over the last decade, and it goes to the 
National Fallen Firefighters Foundation, East Valley 
Firefighter Charities as well as the FDNY Counseling 
Services Unit, which we’re proud of because we’re 
not grifting off 9/11; some of that money is going 
back to the departments and families that this tragedy 
happened to.”

Furthermore, the climb is the second-largest and 
second-best-attended 9/11 stair climb in the country. 
The first is the climb hosted in Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

“It’s a unique opportunity,” added Haslam, “to be 
able to connect physically with what these brave men 
and women did and what they sacrificed, and to really 
look up to their example and think this is part of what 
my job involves, obviously.”

Prior to the official start of the stair climb, National 
Fallen Firefighters Foundation Board of Directors 

Vice Chairman Bill Webb shared opening remarks. 
“We perform three missions,” he said. “One is to 
reduce the number of deaths and injuries in the fire 
service; [the second is] to provide support to the fam-
ily members for as long as they need it, who are still 
grieving from the loss of their loved one. And third, 
to honor our firefighters by creating the National Fall-
en Firefighters Memorial in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
This is a tremendous turnout.” 

Moments later, three skydivers jumped from an 
airplane above Salt River Fields and floated down 
onto center field, each carrying the U.S. flag. All three 
landed safely and received rousing rounds of applause 
and cheers.

As for the stair climb, participants completed two 
laps in the stadium aisles, representing the 110 stories 
of the Twin Towers. Firefighters from the SRPMIC, 
Mesa, Queen Creek Fire and Medical, Scottsdale Fire 
Department and more donned their full kits in memo-
ry of the fallen heroes. 

With every year’s stair climb seeing an increase in 
participants, it’s only a matter of time until the SRP-
MIC is known as the leader when it comes to hon-
oring the first responder heroes we lost to the tragic 
events of 9/11.

Over 1,200 participants registered to participate in this year’s 9/11 Stair Climb. Drone photo by OAN. 

Salt River Honors Heroes with 10th Annual Salt River Honors Heroes with 10th Annual 
9/11 Stair Climb9/11 Stair Climb

Continued from front pageContinued from front page

After the speeches, three sky-divers jumped from a small airplane 
above Salt River Fields. All three landed safely and received cheers and 
applause. 
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Desert Dingers’ Legacy Continues in Recent Tournaments
BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO

O’odham Action News
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

At the end of August, the 12U 
Desert Dingers team placed third in 
a strong showing at the 99th Annual 
White Mountain Apache Tribe Fair & 
Rodeo Youth Baseball Tournament in 
Whiteriver, on the Fort Apache Indian 
Reservation. 

The Dingers finished the tournament 
with a 3-2 record and scored 34 runs 
while allowing 16. They opened the 
tournament with a loss to the Flagstaff 
Underdogs but went on a run from 
there, winning three games in a row by 
a wide margin.

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community players for this tournament 
were Kane Grey, Wazzie Fulwilder, 
Casey Toya, Levi Lewis, and Damon 
Adams. Their teammates represented a 
number of Tribes. 

Fulwilder was dominant on the 
mound, striking out six over two 
scoreless, hitless innings. His teammate 
Mace Tovar hit two inside-the-park 
home runs as the Dingers beat the 
Aztecs 12-1.

They continued the momentum, 
defeating the San Carlos Apaches 5-1. 
Then came a rematch with the Flagstaff 
Underdogs that the Dingers won 9-2. 
The Dingers outhit the TC Kings in the 
next game 6-4, but defensive mistakes 
hurt the team and they fell short, 8-5, 
despite competing hard.

“What I’m most proud of can’t be 
measured by a stat sheet,” said Desert 
Dingers coach Whitney Grey.

“These boys battled through game 
after game with very little time to 
recover. They were tired, sore and 
tested physically and mentally, but they 
continued to answer the call every time 
they stepped onto the field.”

The whole team contributed to a 
well-played tournament, but Zion West-
brook, Tovar and Fulwilder particularly 
delivered on the mound and at the plate. 
Julian Shafler produced big hits and 
RBIs, and Grey drove in two runs in the 
rematch vs. Flagstaff while contributing 
on the mound in relief.

“We may not have walked away with 
the championship, but I walked away 
extremely proud of these boys,” said 
Grey.

The Dingers played next in Guada-
lupe at the Pascua Yaqui 48th Annual 
Tribal Recognition Little League Base-
ball Tournament, which was at the end 
of September. After dominating their 
first three games in the tournament, 
they lost the next two games, ending up 
with a record of 3-2. 

Grey said that the team is continu-
ing to look for more opportunities to 
compete throughout Arizona and Indian 
Country.
How the Desert Dingers Came to Be

For as long as Grey can remember, 
baseball has been part of his life. 

“I started playing when I was in 
T-ball, continued through Little League 
and played through high school,” said 
Grey. “So, when I eventually got into 
coaching, it gave me a way to stay 
connected to a game I had grown up 
playing.”

When the opportunity came to repre-
sent the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indi-
an Community on tribal land and coach 
in the triple-A division of the Arizona 
Diamondbacks Inter-Tribal Tournament 
in 2019, Grey swung at the first pitch. 

For his nephews Bob and Mikey 
Maez, who are now coaches on the 
present-day team, Grey gave them 
chance to bridge the gap as they were 
finishing Little League and getting 
ready to move into junior high and high 
school. They still wanted to play.

“I wanted to make sure they and oth-
er kids their age had an opportunity to 
continue playing baseball,” said Grey. 

His son Kane Grey was always 
around the team, and even though he 
was too young to play at first, he ab-
sorbed the game as the team’s batboy. 
Kane has since aged a few years and 
now plays on the squad. 

“It’s pretty special to look back 
and realize that something that started 
because I wanted to give my nephews 
an opportunity to keep playing has con-
tinued with my son and so many other 
kids,” said Grey. 

When that first team entered the 
Inter-Tribal tournament, they needed 
an identity. Grey, his wife Leah and 
nephews were sitting around the table 
throwing out ideas when the name 
“Desert Dingers” was spoken into exis-
tence. According to Grey, Leah is “the 
brains” behind the name. 

Next, it was time for a logo. The 
family chose the shonick, a traditional 
O’odham war club.

“That choice had a deeper meaning 
for us,” said Grey. 

“We wanted something that repre-
sented our culture and reminded our 
players that we still come from war-
riors. Our battles today may look differ-
ent. For the Dingers, our battlefield is 
the baseball diamond, and our war club 
is our bat.” 

Now, Desert Dingers is an intertribal 
baseball program for kids ages 9 to 18 
from Salt River and several other tribal 
communities. Grey plans to continue 
adding teams and age divisions as inter-
est grows. 

Grey wants to make sure families 
can afford to send their players to com-
pete with the Dingers. 

“I try to make our organization as 
affordable as possible, if not completely 
free, for every player and family,” he 
said. 

“Baseball and travel sports can 
become expensive very quickly, and I 
never want finances to be the reason a 
kid doesn’t get an opportunity to play.”

Organizations like Salt River Devco 
and Artisan Research Network have 
helped sponsor the program and create 
opportunities for Dingers players. The 
Salt River Children’s Foundation has 
also been a tremendous help, according 
to Grey.

“I’m extremely thankful for every or-
ganization, business and individual who 
has supported the Dingers,” said Grey, 
who is open to additional sponsors and 
community partners as the program 
grows.

“Whether it’s equipment, uniforms, 
tournament fees or travel, every spon-
sorship allows us to create another 
opportunity for these kids.”

Bottom row: RJ, Kane, Levi, Julian, Mace, Zion.
Top row: Coach Whitney Grey, Riley, Lane, Damon, Luka, Coach Casey, Casey, Coach Bobby, Wazzie, Coach Oscar, Coach Richard, Coach Ozzy.

12U Desert Dingers team huddles around outside the field at the 99th Annual WMAT Fair & Rodeo Youth Baseball Tournament in Whiteriver, on the Fort Apache Indian 
Reservation. The team listens to Coach Whitney Grey (middle right) give them some positive words about their play. Dingers finished the tournament with a 3-2 record and 
scored 34 runs while allowing 16. Photos courtesy of Whitney Grey. 
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BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

A surge of excitement whisked 
through the campus walls of Salt River 
Schools during the afternoon school 
day on Sept 15. 

It was time for technology teacher 
Keri Tuchawena to be celebrated for all 
the hard work she does for her students. 

Tuchawena was nominated by her 

colleagues and selected by the Fiesta 
Bowl Foundation to receive $1,000 as 
part of the College Football Playoff 
Foundation’s “Big Day for Teachers” 
celebration. Red Mountain High School 
teacher Lindsay Decoste was the sec-
ond awardee. 

A giant oversized check—like the 
one Publisher’s Clearing House used 
to present with Ed McMahon years 
ago—red and orange balloons, confetti 
as well as smiles and high-fives filled 
Tuchawena’s classroom as her students 
patiently waited for her to arrive. 

As she made her way down the hall-
way and was about to enter her class-
room, Salt River Elementary School 
Principal Don Schopp quickly entered. 
“Surprise!” said one eager student, 
which filled the room with laughter. 
“That was a practice one for Mrs. T,” 
said another student. 

When it was time, Tuchawena 
opened her classroom’s door, expecting 
to begin an impromptu meeting with 
Salt River Schools Superintendent 
Cheryl Houston. Instead, Tuchawena 
was greeted with confetti, hugs and 
high-fives from her students and guests 
as she was handed her $1,000 check 
and additional prizes as part of her 
selection. 

Overwhelmed with appreciation and 
happiness, Tuchawena thanked her 
students, their families, the Fiesta Bowl 

Foundation as well as SRPMIC. Then, 
like a true dedicated teacher, she began 
setting up the remainder of the after-
noon’s assignments and projects for her 
students. 

The funds will go toward Tucha-
wena’s classroom to help purchase 
additional supplies, equipment and 
resources to ensure the quality of 
education she provides to her students 
remains at a high level. 

Keri Tuchawena entered her classroom and was greeted with a blast from a confetti cannon while her students and 
many more guests joyfully yelled, “SURPRISE!”

Mrs. T’s students said they were all excited their classroom will soon receive upgrades to help ensure their 
futures remain bright while attending Salt River Schools. 

One Teacher, One Community and One Thousand DollarsOne Teacher, One Community and One Thousand Dollars
Continued from front pageContinued from front page

3 Takeaways:
•	 Salt River Schools technology teacher 
Keri Tuchawena received $1,000 from 
the Fiesta Bowl Foundation as part of the 
College Football Playoff Foundation’s 
“Big Day for Teachers” celebration.
•	 The celebration was a surprise and 
brought tons of excitement for the young 
and old minds in attendance. 
•	 The funds will be used to help purchase 
classroom equipment, supplies and more.

Arizona Emergency Managers Hosts Annual Conference 
BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE

O’odham Action News
juan.ysaguirre@sprmic-nsn.gov

The Hilton Scottsdale Resort and Villas could have 
been viewed as one of the safest places in the Valley 
this summer as emergency managers, disaster recov-
ery professionals and safety officials gathered for the 
annual Arizona Association of Emergency Managers 
Conference from Aug. 31 to Sept. 2. 

The half-week-long conference allowed for net-
working opportunities and presented panel discus-
sions on how emergency managers help keep their 
respective communities safe. Representatives for 
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
attended. 

Two presentations of note featured equine emer-
gency evacuation and the World Cup.

The equine emergency evacuation breakout 
session provided an opportunity for safety officials 
to explain the proper methods people should imple-
ment during an emergency to ensure the safety and 
well-being of equines—or, as they’re also known, 
horses. 

The World Cup presentation featured Troy Lutrick 
and Robert Campa, two officials who worked base-
camp and operational procedures during the soccer 
matches held this summer across the U.S., Canada 
and Mexico. 

Basecamp procedures, often referred to as inci-
dent base, involve establishing a physical location 
to house administration support specialists and any 
logistics an emergency team needs. This can include 
shelter, food, sleeping areas and sanitary facilities 
such as restrooms. 

Operational procedures involve the creation of 
step-by-step protocols that guide an individual/team 
regarding how to execute and complete tasks in the 
event of an emergency. 

SRPMIC Emergency Manager Chuck Kmet and 
Emergency Manager Coordinators Terry Nelson and 
Kirsten VanDeventer also attended the conference. 

VanDeventer serves as the vice president of the 
Arizona Association of Emergency Managers Board 
of Directors. Kmet is on the board as well, serving 
as the membership liaison officer. VanDeventer was 
quite busy during the conference, as she also served 
on the certification panel during the final day. 

SRPMIC officials attended breakout sessions, 
shared insights and visited the vendor booths display-
ing advancements in emergency shelters, equipment 
and more. 

Nelson attended several sessions, including “Com-
munity-Driven Post-Wildfire Recovery Planning at 
the Grand Canyon,” facilitated by Coconino County 
Emergency Management Director Tim Carter and 
Ashleigh Makuch, director of planning and prepared-
ness with AC Disaster Consulting. 

Together, the duo covered how the Grand Canyon 
and certain parts of northern Arizona will always 
experience wildfires, therefore it’s imperative for area 
residents to communicate with emergency and safety 
officials when it comes to creating prevention and 
recovery plans during wildfire season. 

“This was a county-led effort,” began Makuch as 
she detailed how their recovery plan received a mas-
sive update from the public after last year’s wildfire 
season. 

She added, “[This recovery plan] should be owned 
by all the individual jurisdictions and tribes that are 
involved. They’re the ones that saw the impacts; 
those communities are the voices that needed to be 
reflected in this plan. We held three meetings with 
the public; these were really fantastic ways for us to 
speak directly with the impacted communities.”

Though the conference was only three days long, 
its positive impacts will resonate far beyond those 
three days, or at the very least until next year’s con-
ference in the Valley of the Sun. 

For individuals interested in becoming a member 
of the Arizona Emergency Managers Association, 
check out their website at www.azemergencymanag-
ers.org. 

SRPMIC Emergency Management Coordinator Terry Nelson networked 
with many state emergency officials during the conference. 

In between breakout sessions, Nelson was shown the latest and greatest 
in emergency management shelters and other equipment.

Coconino County Emergency Management Director Tim Carter provided 
insight on the wildfire season northern Arizona experiences and how his 
team implements safety plans during an emergency. 

3 Takeaways:
•	 Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Emergen-
cy Manager Chuck Kmet and Emergency Manager Coordi-
nators Terry Nelson and Kirsten VanDeventer attended the 
Arizona Association of Emergency Managers Conference.
•	 VanDeventer and Kmet both serve on the Arizona Associ-
ation of Emergency Managers Board of Directors.
•	 Two presentations stood out, one on the World Cup and 

another on equine emergency evacuation.
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Short Film “Burros” Released Online 
Features O’odham Actors and Culture

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

An O’odham script-to-film that premiered at the 
Tribeca Film Festival in 2021 is now available to 
screen online for free after a few years on the festival 
circuit.

“Burros” is an emotionally resonant 16mm nar-
rative short film that centers around a 6-year-old 
O’odham girl who comes across a migrant girl her 
age who was separated from her father near the Mex-
ican border on the Tohono O’odham Nation. The girls 
become friends over the course of a day, even though 
they don’t speak the same language. 

O’odham culture plays a significant role in “Bur-
ros.” Every actor in the film is from the Tohono 
O’odham Nation, and Virginia Patricio, who acts 
in the film, co-wrote the O’odham song she sings. 
Executive Producer Larry “Bear” Wilson, from Sells, 
received a Red Nation Honors Film Consultant Award 
for his work on the film. The other executive produc-
ers are Eva Longoria and Tohono O’odham Nation 
members Camillus Lopez and Sandra Condito. 
Highlighting Border Issues

“Burros” writer and director Jefferson Stein told 
O’odham Action News that before writing the script, 
he didn’t know anyone from the Tohono O’odham 

Nation in southern Arizona, and he had never been 
there.

“The relationship was built by making [the film] 
together,” said Stein. 

Stein was doing research on U.S.-Mexico border 
issues in 2015 when, he said, he came across an 
article about the militarization of the border and the 
consequences of its bisection of the Tohono O’odham 
communities on the U.S. and Mexico sides. 

“This fracturing of family moved me in a way I 
couldn’t really let go of,” Stein shared. “It led me to 
want to learn more, and I did for a few years after 
that, including learning why the Tohono O’odham 
are in the news so often, which is that their 62-mile 
border had become a deadly migrant corridor.”

This new understanding of the complex issues sur-
rounding the borderlands led to the script going from 
a writing exercise to pitching the idea to producer Liz 
Cardenas in Dallas.

Cardenas and Stein would travel back and forth to 
meet during preproduction. The two eventually se-
cured a time slot on the Sells District Council meeting 
agenda after Wilson was elected Sells District Chair. 
The Council approved the film, and from there the 
team obtained permissions at the community and 
district levels to shoot the film across the Nation and 
at the national level from both the executive and leg-
islative branches, according to Stein.
Casting O’odham Actors

“In the film, I wanted the world of the border that 
we typically hear about to stay in the background and 
put a kid who just wants a friend front and center,” 
said Stein.

In stepped young O’odham actor Amaya Juan, who 
plays Elsa. 

Casting directors noticed her while she was playing 
on a local toka team, a talent she displayed in the 
film. Her aunt is her real-life coach. The film crew 
had the whole team come out for an afternoon and 
play toka for the movie. 

Casting notices were placed at a grocery store. 
Patricio, who plays Elsa’s grandmother, came to help 
with the casting process but said she didn’t want to 

audition.
“I knew she’d be perfect,” recalled Stein. 
“She told me to find someone else, and we tried, 

but eventually I had to literally beg her, and she 
agreed. I’m so happy she did, because she’s just so 
amazing in it. The song she sings, she and I wrote 
together with Camillus [Lopez].”

Stein said people kept telling him he had to find the 
“O’odham Tom Cruise” to play Elsa’s dad. He had no 
idea who that was.

“That’s how I met Rupert Lopez, a Tohono 
O’odham police officer who also taught kids, and he 
was perfect for it.”

For the music, Stein went online and found “All 
Day,” by Franco Habre and Tohono O’odham hip-hop 
artist Alex Soto of Shining Soul. Soto is the director 
of the Labriola National American Indian Data Center 
at the Arizona State University Library. Stein reached 
out to Soto and was given the okay to use the song, as 
he wanted some kids to be rapping in the film.

“That image of the two girls on the tank, with a 
Border Patrol SUV driving by and two high school 
kids rapping their song, really captured how I was 
feeling about the border at that time,” said Stein.

The rest of the music in the film is courtesy of 
Canyon Records. 

Preproduction for the film lasted about a month. 
Stein said that during this time he lived in Tucson 
and commuted almost every day, meeting families, 
walking through the desert, casting roles and hearing 
stories. 

“That kind of collaboration was what made it so 
special to me, and I feel so grateful we were able to 
make it the way we did,” said Stein. 

“It’s been one of the most moving and important 
experiences of my life.”

“Burros” can be viewed online for free at burros-
thefilm.com/watch.

3 Takeaways:
•	 “Burros” is a short film shot on the Tohono O’odham 
Nation that features O’odham actors, language and music. 
•	 The film premiered in 2021, was screened at several film 
festivals and is now available to watch online for free. 
•	 Learn about the script, how the film was made and what 
the casting process was like from writer and director Jeffer-
son Stein.

Still photo from a scene in the short film “Burros” directed by Jefferson 
Stein. Photos courtesy of Jefferson Stein. 

BY DALTON WALKER
O’odham Action News

dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

Law enforcement officials in the 
Scottsdale area are working to iden-
tify a male whose body was found 
21 years ago in a canal near the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community.

The body was found on May 20, 
2005, and recent advancements 
in forensic genetic analysis have 
provided new potential leads. 
Advanced DNA testing and genetic 
genealogy revealed that he is of 
Native American descent and may 
be from the SRPMIC. However, his 
identity remains unknown.

Now, that analysis is renew-
ing efforts to identify the man. A 
rendering by well-known forensic 
sketch artist Carl Koppelman was 
released earlier this year by the 
Ramapo College Investigative 
Genetic Genealogy Center, which 
is working with the Scottsdale 
Police Department and the Marico-
pa County Office of the Medical 

Examiner to identify the man. The 
rendering includes a wooden cross 
lanyard the man was wearing when 
his body was found. 

The Salt River Police Depart-
ment issued a press release in 
April along with the wooden cross, 
saying that the testing revealed 
genetic markers consistent with 
Pima descent. “This development 
suggests the possibility that the 
individual may have ties to the Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com-
munity or related populations,” the 
release read. 

The man was between 19 and 34 
years of age when he died. He was 
roughly 5 feet, 5 inches tall and 
weighed 130 pounds. 

Anyone with relevant informa-
tion or tips, no matter how small, 
is encouraged to call law enforce-
ment. Scottsdale Police Detective 
Brady Bailey is the assigned inves-
tigator and can be reached directly 
at (480) 312-5762. Anonymous tips 
can be submitted by calling (480) 
312-TIPS.

3 Takeaways:
•	 Area law enforcement is seeking the pub-
lic’s help in identifying a male whose body 
was found two decades ago in a Scottsdale 
canal.
•	 A new rendering has been released in 
hopes of jump-starting the investigation. 
•	 Testing revealed he is of Native American 
descent and may be from the SRPMIC or 

related populations. 

Law Enforcement Seeks Help Identifying Scottsdale John Doe

Left: A wooden cross lanyard the man was wearing when his body was found. Right: An updated rendering of what he may 
have looked like. Photos courtesy of Scottsdale Police Department. 

http://burrosthefilm.com/watch
http://burrosthefilm.com/watch
mailto:dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov
https://www.ramapo.edu/igg/about-us/cases/in-progress/
https://www.ramapo.edu/igg/about-us/cases/in-progress/
https://www.facebook.com/SaltRiverPD/posts/pfbid02LCFbKio77Lj1kDVXHzi3rGftfCbsxrj2UXesogebtFofABGfBWKJusJnYmxTpMkhl
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Events subject to change or cancel. Approved by SRPMIC Council on 09/02/26. 

Thursday, October 29, 2026 
Thursday, January 28, 2027 

Thursday, April 29, 2027 
Thursday, July 29, 2027 

GENERAL WELFARE 
PAYOUTS

2027 Calendar 

2026 Calendar 

COUNCIL SPONSORED** AND SUPPORTED EVENTS 

Veterans Day...................................................................Wednesday, November 11, 2026
Thanksgiving Day...............................................................Thursday, November 26, 2026
Day After Thanksgiving (Discretionary1)................................Friday, November 27, 2026
Day Before Christmas (Discretionary 2).............................Thursday, December 24, 2026
Christmas Day.........................................................................Friday, December 25, 2026

Piipaash Matasheevm Community Social...............................Saturday, October 3, 2026
Community Safety Day.................................................................Friday, October 9, 2026
Fall Festival**.............................................................................Friday, October 30, 2026
Red Mountain Eagle Pow-Wow.......Saturday, November 7 & Sunday, November 8, 2026
Veterans Day Parade & Celebration...............................Wednesday, November 11, 2026
Community Thanksgiving**...............................................Saturday, November 21, 2026
Community Christmas Program**.......................................Saturday, December 5, 2026
Holiday Light Parade**.........................................................Saturday, December 5, 2026
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day...........................................Monday, December 7, 2026
Employee Holiday Event**....Tuesday, December 15 & Wednesday, December 16, 2026
SRPMIC Inauguration Ceremony**....................................Saturday, December 19, 2026
New Year’s Eve Family Day**.........................................Wednesday, December 30, 2026
New Year’s Eve Family Celebration**................................Thursday, December 31, 2026

O’odham-Piipaash Day**.......................................................Saturday, January 23, 2027
Community Easter Egg Hunt**.................................................Saturday, March 20, 2027
Community Easter Sunrise Service............................................Sunday, March 28, 2027
Piipaash Matasheevm.........................................Friday, April 2 & Saturday, April 3, 2027
Earth Day.....................................................................................Saturday, April 17, 2027
Law Day............................................................................................Friday, April 30, 2027
Missing & Murdered Indigenous People Awareness Day**.......Wednesday, May 5, 2027
National Day of Prayer...................................................................Thursday, May 6, 2027
Memorial Day Program.................................................................Monday, May 31, 2027
SRPMIC Day**.............................................................................Saturday, June 12, 2027
Jr. Miss Salt River Pageant.............................................................Friday, June 18, 2027
Miss Salt River Pageant...............................................................Saturday, June19, 2027
Community 4th of July Celebration**............................................Saturday, July 3, 2027
Native American Recognition Day**..................................Tuesday, September 21, 2027
Walk for O’odham & Piipaash**.............................................Friday, September 24, 2027

New Year’s Day............................................................................Friday,  January 1,  2027
Martin Luther King Jr. Day........................................................Monday, January 18, 2027
President’s Day.......................................................................Monday, February 15, 2027
Good Friday....................................................................................Friday, March 26, 2027
Memorial Day.................................................................................Monday, May 31, 2027
SRPMIC Day..................................................................................Monday, June 14, 2027
Juneteenth (Observed)....................................................................Friday, June 18, 2027
Independence Day (Observed).........................................................Monday, July 5, 2027
Labor Day..............................................................................Monday, September 6 , 2027
Native American Recognition Day (NARD).............................Friday, September 24, 2027

2027 Calendar 

2026 Calendar 

TRIBAL HOLIDAYS 

Fiscal Year 2027 
OCT 1, 2026 - SEPT. 30, 2027 Tribal Holidays & Events 

Salt River Schools 
Hosts a Grand 
Celebration for 
Grandparents’ Day

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE AND ZOE 
HERNANDEZ

O’odham Action News
oan@srpmic-nsn.gov

For those of us who grew up with 
loving and supportive grandparents, it’s 
always important to take time out of 
our busy lives to shower them with the 
support and love they have provided us. 

On Sept. 4, Salt River Schools held 
a special Grandparents’ Day celebra-
tion at the Early Childhood Education 
Center’s Gathering Place. Vendor 
booths lined the outdoor ramada area 
as families and their loved ones visited 
with vendors and each another. 

Free Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indi-
an Community tote bags in a wide array 
of colors were provided to all, as well 
as costume animal masks for the tiny 
kiddos and adults wanting to participate 
in the fun festivities. 

Inside the Gathering Place, ECEC 
staff provided a meal consisting of 
squash with cheese and fresh cemait/
modilly. Additionally, there was an offi-
cial “Happy Grandparents’ Day” banner 
as a backdrop for families to pose for 
photos inside the Gathering Place. 

The celebration also featured 
O’odham/Piipaash bingo for various 
prizes and toys. 

Poetically enough, the celebration 
was held on the same day as ECEC’s 
Superhero Day—proving that, in some 
cases, our grandparents can be our own 
version of superheroes. 

The annual Grandparents’ 
Day Celebration at ECEC 
allowed for families and 
their loved ones to receive 
free goodies, such as 
books and toys, from 
Community department 
vendor booths. 

Marie Paul was 
one of many 
grandparents and 
great-grandparents 
that attended the 
celebration event. 

Tiphani Thomas and 
Adinidiin C. had a 
wonderful time and 
left with a bag full of 
goodies. 
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ADVERTISEMENT:



O'odham Action News October 1, 202614

O'odham Action News is published bi-weekly by the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. Editorials 
and articles are the sole responsibility of the authors, 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion, attitude or 
philosophy of O'odham Action News or the Salt River  
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

O'odham Action News encourages the submission 
of letters to the Editor. However, letters must be typed 
or printed clearly, and should include the writer’s name, 
address and phone number. This information is for 
verification only. Other submission of articles, artwork and 
photos are encouraged. O'odham Action News does not 
assume responsibility for unsolicited materials and does 
not guarantee publication upon submission.

O'odham Action News reserves the right to reject any 
advertising, material or letter submitted for publication.

Advertising rates are available on request. O'odham 
Action News does not endorse any product or services 
accepted as advertising on these pages. All contributions 
or information may be sent to:

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS
10,005 E. Osborn Road,
Scottsdale, AZ 85256

DISTRICT A 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Jacob Butler 

DISTRICT B
COUNCIL MEMBER
David Antone

DISTRICT C 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Cheryl Doka

DISTRICT D
COUNCIL MEMBER
Su:k Fulwilder

DISTRICT E
COUNCIL MEMBER
Mikah Carlos 

LEHI DISTRICT 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Deanna Scabby

LEHI DISTRICT 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Michael Dallas, Sr.

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

PRESIDENT
Martin Harvier

VICE-PRESIDENT
Ricardo Leonard

LEHI CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1452 E. Oak St. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Merrill Jones
(480) 234-6091
SERVICES: Visit us on Facebook Live 
and in person. Search for Lehi Church of 
the Nazarene.
Sun. School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.
Sun. Night Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Wed. Devotion Night 6:30 p.m.
SOAR Group 2nd & 4th Friday, 7 p.m.
Mon. night Prayer Meeting, 6 p.m.
Singspiration, last Sundays at 6 p.m.
FERGUSON MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH
1512 E. McDowell Rd. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Neil Price
(480) 278-0750
SERVICES: Sunday Worship Service, 
10 a.m. Now available through the Zoom 
app. Call church for Zoom ID. 
LEHI PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1342 E. Oak Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Annette Lewis
annette.f.lewis@gmail.com
(480) 404-3284
SERVICES: Sunday Services 10 a.m.,
Communion First Sundays at 10 a.m.
Birthday Sunday Potluck- Last Sunday of 
the Month, after services.
Youth Devotion/Music (bring your 
instruments!) last 2 Saturdays of the 
month at 4 p.m.
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
PAPAGO WARD
2056 N. Extension Rd. Scottsdale
AZ, 85256
(480) 947-1084
SERVICES: Sunday service begins at 
10 a.m.
PIMA CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
12207 E. Indian School Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85256
Pastor Marty Thomas
(480) 874-3016/ Home: (480) 990-7450
SERVICES: Sunday service 11 a.m.
Lord’s Supper every first Sunday of
the month (potluck after)

SALT RIVER ASSEMBLY OF GOD
10657 E. Virginia Ave. Scottsdale, AZ 
85256
Rev. WinterElk Valencia 
(480) 947-5278
saltriveragchurch.com
SERVICES: Sunday Morning Prayer 10 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m., Thursday Bible 
Study 6pm
SALT RIVER CHURCH OF CHRIST
430 N. Dobson Rd. Suite 105
Mesa, AZ 85201
(720) 626-2171, Josh Austin
SaltRiverChurchofChrist.com
SERVICES: Bible Class 9:30 a.m. -10:30 
a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Sunday Bible Class 6 p.m., Bible Study 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.
Local transportation available, please call 
phone number above
SALT RIVER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 10125
Scottsdale, AZ 85271
E: SaltRiverPresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook
Pastor Charlotte Fafard
SERVICES: Sunday Service, 1 p.m.,
Communion first Sunday of the month
ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC MISSION
3090 N. Longmore, Scottsdale, AZ 
(602) 292-4466 (cell)
Administrator: Deacon Jim Trant
Parish President: Cindy Thomas
Father Peter McConnell and Father 
Antony Tinker
SERVICES: Sunday Mass 12 p.m.,
Holy Hours 1 p.m.
SOARING EAGLE MINISTRIES INTER-
NATIONAL (SEMI)
Marriott Courtyard, 5201 N. Pima Rd. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85250
Apostle Edward Chance
apostleeac@gmail.com
(480) 516-6509
SERVICES: 10 AM on Sundays
Visit us on Facebook Live, Wednesdays 
at 7 PM for Voice of Truth

VICTORY CENTER
1231 E Oak St. 
Mesa, AZ 85203
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz
480-427-4678
SERVICES: First and Third Tuesdays at 
6:30 p.m.
Follow us @vomsrvictorycenter on 
instagram
VICTORY OUTREACH CHURCH MESA 
5610 E. Main St. Mesa, AZ 85205
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz 
SERVICES: Sunday 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m., Youth Nights Tues-
day at 7 p.m.
visit vomesa.org for more service times, 
life group locations, and events
Follow us @vomesachurch on Instagram
MORNINGSTAR APOSTOLIC CHURCH
3263 E Guadalupe Rd, Gilbert, Arizona 
85234
Bishop Daniel Lizarraga and Pastor 
Jason Lizarraga
SERVICES: Sunday 2:30 p.m., Wednes-
day 8-11 a.m., Bible classes Wednes-
days at 7 p.m.
Visit msactruth.com for more
Follow us @morningstarapostolic on 
Instagram and on Facebook at facebook.
com/msactruth
REDEEMER APOSTOLIC CHURCH
200 E First St Mesa, AZ 85201
Pastors Santos and Andrea Navarrete 
https://www.redeemerministries.com/
SERVICES: Sunday 11 a.m. English, 
1:30 p.m. Spanish, Wednesday 7 p.m.

Please call the Church ahead of time to confirm information.
Information was correct at the time of print, however, services may have changed since then.

SALT RIVER CHURCH LISTINGS
7 STARS OF ARIZONA, LLC	
Concrete & Masonry construction, Gen-
eral contracting ROC#26357. Angela 
Willeford, (602) 889-7290 angelawille-
ford@sevenstarscompany.com
AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING 
RMG MECHANICAL		
Community Member owned business. 
One job done right the first time! 
We service all makes and models. 
#ROC310871. Bonded & Insured. Re-
becca Gonzales, (480) 334-1257/ (480) 
823-2802 Rmgmechanical@gmail.com
ART & MAX’S LANDSCAPING	
Free estimates mowing, service, 
sprinkler, repair, trimming tree clean 
up, maintenance. Max, (480) 667-9403 
art&maxlandscaping@gmail.com
ASTROS DETAILING LLC 
Interior & exterior car detailing, deep 
cleaning, stain & pet-hair removal. 
Mesa, AZ • Tribal Member Owned 
Call/Text: Brandon Malin, 480-388-
7964; Instagram: @astrosdetailaz 
Book Online: astrosdetailing.setmore.
com
A&M VALLEY LANDSCAPING 
Landscaping and yard work services 
Navin Wood 
aandmvalleylandsc@gmail.com
A’S FAMILY LANDSCAPING	
Lawn Maintenance, Shrub/Tree Trim-
ming and Debris/Trash Removal. FREE 
ESTIMATES. L. Azule, (480) 467-8449
AU-AUTHUM KI, INC.		
Commercial construction. Margaret 
Rodriguez, (480) 250-7566
BOXING BEARS PHOTOGRAPHY	
Boxing Bears Photography is a photog-
raphy business based in Scottsdale, 
Arizona. We specialize in portrait 
photography and photo booths. Cody 
Wood, (480) 272-4035 boxingbears-
photography.com cody@boxingbears-
photography.com
DAJ NATIVE DESIGNS		
Printing, DTS, sublimation for drink-
ware and engraving www.dajcreations.
com 480-584-0401 dajnativedesigns@
gmail.com
DALIA’S LANDSCAPING		
Yard maintenance / tree trimming, 
sprinkler repairs and service. Sherry 
Harris, (480) 275-9934 / 		
daliaresendiz0815@icloud.com
DALLAS PROFESSIONAL PAINTING	
Commercial Painting Compa-
ny, Licensed, Bonded, Insured, 
ROC#250102 David Dallas, (623) 337-
4070 david@dallaspropainting.com
DESERT’S EDGE, LLC		
Professional Landscaping Services 
and Maintenance Weekly, Bi-Weekly, 
Monthly, Clean Ups, Trimming, Sprin-
kler Repair & Grass Seeding. For a free 
estimate, call or text 480-646-2587
ERNIE’S CATERING		
Food catering for all your needs Ernie 
Lopez (chef and owner)  
(480) 907-8945  
erniescateringbusiness@yahoo.com
FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING 
Pressure Washing, tree trimming/
removal, junk removal, etc. Premium 
monthly service package comes with 
free pressure wash.  
(480) 434-3307  
tyking_7@outlook.com

GOODLIFE NUTRITION		
Healthy plant-based juices and 
smoothies, meal-replacement options 
and event catering. Order online by vis-
iting instagram! @goodlifeaz goodlife.
nutrition@yahoo.com (480)274-3306
HEAVENLY TOUCH CLEANING	
SRPMIC Member Owned and operated 
specializing in residential and commer-
cial cleaning services; get a  quote by 
phone or emailing contact information 
below. Yesika Saldivar-Zotigh, Owner 
(602) 301-9832 Heavenlytouch08@
yahoo.com
HONEYBRAIDZ N SPA, LLC 
Licensed Cosmetologist specializing 
in luxury protective styling and natural 
hair wellness. We provide expert braid-
ing services, including knotless and 
feed-in styles, along with handcrafted 
botanical scalp and hair care products. 
Ricshawn Johnson: (480) 781-7867 
(text only), booking site: vagaro.com/
honeybraidznspallc1
JOLYN’S HEALING HANDS, LLC 
Jolyn, a licensed massage therapist, 
provides relaxation, healing & wellness 
services. Jolyn S has been in the 
healing industry since 2009. Visit our 
site to book now! https://www.vagaro.
com/jolynshealinghands 
Phone: (480) 819-6831 
Address: 1800 E Rio Salado Pkwy 
Building 170 Suite #150, Tempe, AZ 
85288
KI: PROPERTY SERVICES	
Fully Licensed. Grading, Lot Clearing, 
Gravel Spread, Trash Haul, Land-
scaping, General Home Repair. Call 
for Per Cap Specials! 480-369-2018 
ki.property.services81@gmail.com
LB’s HAIR SALON		
For all your hair needs. Over 30+ 
years of experience specializing in 
trending haircuts, color, highlighting, 
perms, blow dry’s and also manicures, 
pedicures and facial waxing. Linda 
Baptisto, (602) 525-9142 hairbylind-
ab@yahoo.com
MOQUINO’S BODY & PAINT LLC.	
Auto Body Work and Paint LLC. Com-
munity Member 15% discount. Pete 
Moquino, (480) 236-3033 moquinoscu-
stompaint@yahoo.com
NATIVE CREATIVE APPAREL, LLC	
Native American themed clothing for 
babies, kids and adults. Design your 
own custom shirts Isaac Lopez, (480) 
410-8685 /(562) 761-9341 nativecre-
ativeapparel@gmail.com
NATIVE GROUND COFFEE	
A Native American coffee company 
from Salt River. Winter Wood, (480) 
522-8393 www.nativegroundcoffee.com
NATURES DEFENSE		
Do it yourself pest control. All organic, 
non-toxic, chemical free. Safe/effective 
against roaches, scorpions, fleas/
ticks, beetles, bed bugs and more! JB 
Cortez, (480) 453-9371 saltriverjb@
gmail.com
PIMA AWARDS PROMOTIONAL 
PRODUCTS, INC		
Promo items, silkscreen/embroider 
apparel, custom awards and printing 
services. 15610 N 35th Ave Ste #7 
Phoenix, AZ 85053 www.pimaawards.
com Ron Lee, (623) 271-8311

PIMARA CONSTRUCTION	
Civil & structural engineering. Virginia 
Loring, (480) 251-6849  
vlpimara@cox.net
PIIPASH SHELL		
4001. N. Pima Rd., Scottsdale, AZ Mi-
chael Smith- Owner Piipash LLC (480) 
947-6400 (store) piipash@hotmail.com
RED CACTUS PHOTOGRAPHY	
Professional Photography for all occa-
sions: business, commercial, extreme 
adventure, family gatherings, portraits, 
real estate, social media, sports, 
and weddings. D. Gonzales, (480) 
828-5863 redcactusphotography480@
gmail.com
RED MOUNTAIN ENGINEERING, LLC	
Full service civil engineering, surveying 
and consulting firm. Patrick D. Dallas, 
(480) 237-2708 www.redmtnengineer-
ing.com
REZHAWK TOWING & RECOVERY, 
LLC 
Please call for appointment. Lock out 
available Eric Schurz, (480) 735-9730 
rezhawktowingandrecovery@yahoo.
com
ROUGH COUNTRY HANDYMAN AND 
REMOVAL SERVICE 
Lester Loring 480-512-2262,  
RoughCountryHRS@gmail.com 
Mon-Sat, 7 am-6 pm (message after 6) 
Minor Home Repairs, doors/knobs 
maintenance, screens, small concrete 
installation/repair, small DIY projects, 
TV Mounting, Junk Removal Services, 
Debris Hauling, etc.  
SALT RIVER HOSPITALITY	
Food service, bar, janitorial equipment 
and supplies. J.B. Cortez, (480) 945-
0062 saltriverjb@gmail.com Location 1: 
Phoenix Park-N-Swap Location 2: The 
Spot on Camelback 
STAYSHONS CHEVRON		
Community Member owned business 
since 1994. Boyd Chiago, (480) 990-
2004
THE MAIN INGREDIENT		
Home and commercial quality kitchen 
supplies, open to the public. J.B. 
Cortez, (480) 945-0062 themainingredi-
entaz@gmail.com
THE SPOT ON CAMELBACK	
An Open Air Market And Multicultural 
Gathering! Handmade arts, crafts, 
and jewelry, clothing, tools, kitchen 
supplies, and more. JB Cortez  (480) 
945-0062  11514 E. Camelback Rd. 
Scottsdale, 85256 thespotoncamel-
back@gmail.com thespotoncamelback.
com 
VMK ENTERPRISES, INC	
Janitorial supplies. Sheryl@vmkenter-
prises.com

If we CANNOT contact you by phone or email, your business will be removed from the listing. Call 
O’odham Action News at (480) 362-7750 to have your business put back on the listing.

SALT RIVER BUSINESS LISTINGS

3rd Quarter 2026 ELIGIBILITY DEADLINE:  
September 30, 2026 

Must be eighteen (18) years old, enrolled, and living to be eligible for the October 2026 General Welfare Payout.

DEADLINES  FOR CHANGES
Direct Deposit Start-Ups and Changes: Friday, 
October 16th at 5:00 PM. This deadline is for new 
start-ups for direct deposit or changes to existing 
information. All forms MUST be submitted with a 
“VOIDED” check or statement from the bank with 
the Routing and Account Numbers. 
Forms received by this date will be effective for the 
OCTOBER 2026 payout. Forms received after this 
date will not be effective until the JANUARY 2027 
payout.

Discontinue Direct Deposits: Friday, October 
16th at 5:00 PM. This deadline is to discontinue an 
existing direct deposit.
***Failing to notify the General Welfare depart-
ment when an account is closed may delay your 
payment.
General Welfare Eligibility: Tuesday, October 
20th at 5:00PM. This deadline is for submitting 
the Adult SRP-MIC Member’s General Welfare 
Information Certificate. Forms received by this date 
will be effective for the October 2026 payout. Forms 
received after this date will not be processed until 
the first week of November 2026.

If you have any questions regarding:
-Tribal ID, General Welfare Eligibility & Change Forms:  Membership Services @ (480) 362-7600 

-Direct Deposits:  Finance-Per Capita (General Welfare) @ (480) 362-7710

Trick-or-Treat 
Community Address 

Sign Up List

Join our list of community houses that would like 
to participate in trick-or-treating this year!

Submit your address:
srpmic-nsn.gov/trick-or-treat

Questions? Contact the Community Relations Office at 480-362-7740 

Find the final list after October 23 through 
Community Relations or on the SRPMIC website.

DEADLINE TO SIGN UP: 
October 23, 2026

DALTON WALKER
MANAGING EDITOR 

(480) 362-3281
dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

CHRIS PICCIUOLO 
NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-6626
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov 

JUAN YSAGUIRRE
NEWS REPORTER
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juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

KARI HAAHR
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(480) 362-2698
kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

ANDREEA MIGUEL
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zoe.hernandez@srpmic-nsn.gov
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MAIN LINE (480) 362-7750

(Leave a message with your name and number 
and we will return your call)

ADVERTISING 
Call O’odham Action News for advertising info.

(480) 362-2698 / www.oodhamnews.org
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LEGAL NOTICES 
JUVENILE COURT 

JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT 

ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

ALL JUVENILE COURT CASES REPORT TO 
COURTROOM #3 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Fair, Edward Glen – Adjudication Hearing; Mother: 
Adriana Kilgore (DOB 09/02/1995) Minor: E.A.B (DOB: 
07/10/2016) Case: JV-26-0008, Court Date: November 
2, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 

Fair, Edward Glen – Adjudication Hearing Mother: 
Adriana Kilgore (DOB 09/02/1995) Minor: P.B (DOB: 
10/31/2018) Case: JV-26-0009, Court Date: November 
2, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 

Maynard, Calvin/Maynard, Teresa - Truancy Review 
Payment Hearing Case: JV-26-0193/0194 Court Date: 
November 12, 2026 at 3 PM

Miguel, Cory Curtis - Mother: Jaelynn Bejarano 
(DOB: 12/17/1994) Children: K.J.M. (DOB: 
05/26/2012); K.J.M. (DOB: 07/20/2014); J.C.M. (DOB: 
02/29/2016); J.M. (DOB: 03/23/2019); C.M. (DOB: 
11/01/2020) Adjudication Hearing Case: JV-26-
0113/0114/0115/0116/0117 Court Date: November 3, 
2026, at 1:30 PM

Sharp, Jason Lawrence  - Adjudication Hearing Case: JV-
26-0229 Court Date: November 10, 2026 at 9 a.m.

Weatherspoon, Ruben - Mother: Anya Ticer (DOB: 
02/22/1996) Child: N.M.W. (DOB: 06/05/2018)

Initial Guardianship Hearing Case: J-22-0126, Court 
Date: November 16, 2026 at 9 a.m. 

CIVIL COURT
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 

INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

CIVIL COURT CASES REPORT TO COURTROOM 
#1/ #2 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Andrews, Dracy Adjudication Hearing Case: JV-26-0039 
Court Date: November 5, 2026 at 1:30 p.m.

Burke, Daniel - Order of Protection Hearing Case: CV-26-
6536 Court Date: November 9, 2026 at 11:30 AM

Carrillo, Daniel Renee - Evidentiary Hearing Case: CV-
26-5245 Court Date: October 19, 2026 at 9 AM

Casias, Lisa Anne - Order to Show Cause Hearing Case: 
CV-26-0675 Court Date: November 2, 2026 at 10:30 
AM

Frederick, Avis  Guardianship Review Case: CF-22-0073 
Court Date: October 19, 2026 at 9 AM

Gonzales, Vanessa Rene - Default Judgement Hearing 
Case: CV-26-4233 Court Date: November 19, 2026 at 
10 AM

Harrison, Aliyah Aryanna - Entry of Default Judgement/
Order to Show Cause Hearings Case: CV-26-4221 
Court Date: November 19, 2026 at 9:30 AM

Johnson, Brandi Morningstar - Entry of Default 
Judgement Case: CV-26-4231 Court Date: November 
19, 2026 at 9 AM

Lovelace, Raylee James - Annual Review Hearing Case: 
C-16-0041 Court Date: October 20, 2026 at 10 AM

DEFAULT NOTICES 
CASIAS, LISA

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CV-26-0675 

COUNTRY CLUB CARS V. LISA CASIAS
To:  Lisa Casias
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the 

above-entitled court on the 2nd day of November, 2026 
at 10:30 A.M. in Court Room #1, and show cause why 
you should not be held in contempt for failing to obey 
Default Judgment and making payments. 

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

ORDERED: September 22, 2026. 		
JUDGE JANAYA JOHNSON, SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT               

GONZALES, VANESSA
CV-26-4233

COUNTRY CLUB CARS V. VANESSA GONZALES
To: Vanessa Gonzales, RESPONDENT
1. A Complaint / Petition has been filed against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent 
if you do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must file a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default) Call 480-362-6315 for copy of 
documents. 

DATED this 14th of August, 2026.
CLERK OF THE SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN 
COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

HARRISON, ALIYAH ARYANNA
CV-26-4221

COUNTRY CLUB CARS V. ALIYAH ARYANNA 
HARRISON

To: Aliyah Aryanna Harrison, RESPONDENT
1. A Complaint / Petition has been filed against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent 
if you do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must file a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 

for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default). 

DATED this 8th of September, 2026.
CLERK OF THE SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN 
COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

HARRISON, ALIYAH ARYANNA
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

CV-26-4221
Country Club Cars v. Aliyah Aryanna Harrison
To:  Aliyah A. Harrison, Respondent
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the 

above-entitled court on the 19th day of November 2026 
at 9:30am in Court Room #1, and show cause why you 
should not be held in contempt for failing to appear 
for a hearing on September 8, 2026 after being duly 
noticed. 

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

ORDERED: September 22, 2026. 
JUDGE ARISTINA SANCHEZ, SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT               

JOHNSON, BRANDI MORNINGSTAR
CV-26-4231

COUNTRY CLUB CARS V. BRANDI 
MORNINGSTAR JOHNSON

To: Brandi Morningstar Johnson, RESPONDENT
1. A Complaint / Petition has been filed against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent 
if you do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must file a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default). 

DATED this 8th of September, 2026.
CLERK OF THE SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN 
COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

LEWIS, MAXINA 
CV-26-2425

NOTICE OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT:
Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community Court, State 

of Arizona, Maricopa County original jurisdiction court 
case number CV-26-2425

Notice of Default Judgment is hereby given ORDERED 
AND ADJUDGED that default judgment against 
Respondent, Lewis, Maxina is hereby ENTERED. 
It is further, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED, that 
Respondent, Lewis, Maxina shall pay $1,294.79 to 
Petitioner, Country Club Cars. Payment shall be made 
to Petitioner within thirty (30) days of this Order. This 
order is final and shall be served on Respondent in 
accordance to Rule 5-20(c).

PUBLIC WORKS NOTICE
SRPMIC Council has approved the nightly closures of the Salt River 

and Lehi Cemeteries due to continued vandalism.
The Salt River and Lehi Cemeteries will be closed from  

8 p.m. to 5 a.m.
If you have any questions, please contact Memorial Services at 

(480) 278-7050
Salt River Public Works Department

Memorial Services & Cemeteries
"Providing a hospitable place to honor loved ones at the end of life's journey."

MAIN OFFICE LOCATED AT
Memorial Hall

9849 East Earll Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85256 

Monday-Friday
8 AM- 5 PM

CONTRACTED MORTUARIES
Bunker Family Funerals & 

Cremation  
(480) 964-8686

Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home  
(602) 840-5600

For Any Questions Call: (480) 278-7050

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS DEADLINES
       ISSUE      		  DEADLINE AT NOON

	 OCTOBER 15	 OCTOBER 2
	 NOVEMBER 5	 OCTOBER 16
	 NOVEMBER 19	 NOVEMBER 6
	 DECEMBER 3	 NOVEMBER 20
	 DECEMBER 17	 DECEMBER 4	

SEND INFORMATION TO O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
at oodhamactionnews@srpmic-nsn.gov 

For more information please call (480) 362-7750.

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
    Community Regulatory Agency/Office of Alcohol Beverage Control 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with the SRPMIC Code of Ordinances, Ordinance Number 
SRO-355-2010, a public hearing on a Liquor License Application for Costco 
Wholesale #1834 located at 4499 N. Pima Rd. Scottsdale, AZ 85251 shall be 
held at the SRPMIC Community Regulatory Agency (CRA) on October 19, 
2026, at 10:00 am, at 8840 E. Chaparral Rd., Suite 165, Scottsdale, AZ 
85250 (Conference Room). Petitions and testimony will be heard from 
persons in favor of or opposed to the issuance of a liquor license that 
reside in the Community, or own or lease property located within the 
Community that is in close proximity to the proposed premises. To request 
for additional information regarding this application, contact Special 
Investigator Bambii Lewis at (480) 362-3468. 

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
    Community Regulatory Agency/Office of Alcohol Beverage Control 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with the SRPMIC Code of Ordinances, Ordinance Number 
SRO-355-2010, a public hearing on a Liquor License Application for Costco 
Wholesale #1834 located at 4499 N. Pima Rd. Scottsdale, AZ 85251 shall be 
held at the SRPMIC Community Regulatory Agency (CRA) on October 19, 
2026, at 10:00 am, at 8840 E. Chaparral Rd., Suite 165, Scottsdale, AZ 
85250 (Conference Room). Petitions and testimony will be heard from 
persons in favor of or opposed to the issuance of a liquor license that 
reside in the Community, or own or lease property located within the 
Community that is in close proximity to the proposed premises. To request 
for additional information regarding this application, contact Special 
Investigator Bambii Lewis at (480) 362-3468. 



This Public Service page is sponsored by:

Check us out at. . . 

www.srmaterials.com

Exceptional People…Exceptional Benefits…Exceptional Company 
Phoenix Cement Company and Salt River Sand & Rock, 

dba  Salt River Materials Group, 
both divisions of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

FOR THE COMPLETE SRPMIC 
CALENDAR,  

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW:

ONGOING
AAR AFTERNOONS, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 

1-3 p.m., Ske:g Himdag Ki: Senior Room. 
Engaging games, crafts and events for 
community members ages 18-54 with 
intellectual, physical and emotional needs. 
Questions? SSDAdultAdaptiveRecreation@
srpmic-nsn.gov

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP, 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month from 11 a.m. 
– 12 p.m. in room 3104 (Cloud), 3rd floor 
of RPHC. This free, confidential, and safe 
group of individuals support one another 
by utilizing their collective experiences 
and learned wisdom. This gathering is for 
adults diagnosed with diabetes. For more 
information, contact (480) 362-3355.

REZ READERS, Third Thursdays through April. 
Looking for a good book and a nice place to 
talk about it? Then come join Community 
Recreational Services and Salt River Tribal 
Library for the new Rez Readers Book Club. 
A club where we will focus on native 
authors and themes for fiction to some 
non-fiction reads and engage in some great 
conversations a we all share our insight, 
thoughts and experiences throughout each 
book. Starting February 19th, Rez Readers 
will meet every 3rd Thursdays, February - 
April from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Copies of 

the books will be available for check out 
(while supplies last). Questions Contact 
480-362-6600 / Triballibrary@SPRMIC-nsn.
gov

TAI CHI FOR SENIORS, Tuesdays, 9-10 a.m., 
Ske:g Himdag Ki: Senior Room. This 
ancient Chinese martial art uses slow and 
continuous movements to improve the 
mind and body. For seniors 55+ and adults 
with adaptive needs.

LOVE AND HARMONY COUPLES GROUP, 
Tuesdays | 4:30 PM – 6:00 PM | Behavioral 
Health Services, River People Health Center. 
Ready to strengthen your relationship and 
build deeper connection? Join our Couples 
Group, based on Dr. John Gottman’s The 
Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work. 
Learn practical tools to: Improve communi-
cation; Resolve conflicts; Deepen intimacy; 
Navigate challenges around family, work, 
and more. Call (480) 362-5707 to learn 
more or sign up today.

NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP, First  
Wednesday of each month from 12 p.m. – 1 
p.m. at RPHC 3rd Floor, Room 3203. Con-
tact (480) 278-7742 for more information. 

WELLBRIETY 12 STEP AND MEDICINE 
WHEEL, Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30 
a.m. – 11 a.m. at RPHC. Wellbriety is a 
Native American recovery fellowship that 
blends spiritual practice with the 12-Step 
program. Its approach to recovery focuses 
on healing and is rooted in the Teachings 
of the Medicine Wheel, the Cycle of Life, 
and the Four Laws of Change. Wellbriety 
emphasizes creating new thought patterns, 
attitudes, and feelings about sobriety 
based on traditional concepts and Native 
American teachings.

TALKING CIRCLE FOLLOWING WELLBRIETY, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Following the Wellbriety session, partici-
pants are invited to join the Talking Circle 

to share insights and experiences related to 
living in recovery and honoring traditional 
practices, including fellowship, community, 
and connection. 

CRAFT COMMUNITY REINFORCEMENT AND 
FAMILY TRAINING, Support group for 
families of loved ones battling substance 
abuse/addiction/dependance. Fridays 4 
p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at RPHC Room 3106 (3rd 
Floor) For More Information please contact 
Shea Hinton at (480) 362-2739.

HELPING HANDS HALF OFF FOR SRPMIC 
MEMBERS, Every Friday Community 
members get 50% off at Helping Hands. 
Open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., closed 12 p.m. - 1 
p.m. for lunch at 10213 E. Osborn Rd. Call 
480-362-5625 for more information. 

BEADING CIRCLE, Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. - 8 
p.m. at Salt River Tribal Library inside Ske:g 
Himdag Ki:. Open to enrolled SRPMIC 
members and Ske:g Himdag Ki: members. 
Call 480-362-6600 for more information. 

CREATIVE WRITING GROUP, Every 1st Thurs-
day of the Month, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at 
Lehi Community Building Room 109. This 
Group provides a creative environment to 
learn and explore prompt writing, literary 
discussion, and guest writers/authors. All 
genres and levels welcome. Open to adult 
Community Members and Ske:g Himdag 
Ki: members. For more information, call 
480 362-6600.

ELEVATING ELDERS, Thursdays, 9-10 a.m., 
Ske:g Himdag Ki: Senior Room. Physical 
Fitness Specialist Nevelle Howard leads a 
fun, energizing class that boosts strength 
using body weight and light dumbbells. 
For seniors 55+ and adults with adaptive 
needs.

 YOGA FOR FALL PREVENTION, 2nd, 3rd and 
4th Wednesdays, 9-10 a.m., Ske:g Himdag 
Ki: Senior Room. Standing or chair options 

available. Guided movements improve 
strength, balance and flexibility. For seniors 
55+ and adults with adaptive needs.

S’HE:PIJIG MAṢAD 
XLY’A SHAXUK 

OCTOBER
3 ANIMAL HEALTH EVENT WITH NAGI,  at 

the Salt River Ballfields (1837 N. Longmore 
Rd.). The day is divided into two separate 
clinic types:  
Drive-Thru Vaccine Clinic (First Come, First 
Served)  Begins at 6:30 AM, Vaccines and 
Nail Trims ONLY. No appointment needed 
for this track. 
Wellness Clinic (Signup Required)  
Appointments begin at 9:00 AM,  You must 
pre-register online at nagifoundation.org/
appointment. Open to SRPMIC members, 
residents, and employees. Pets must be 
brought by their legal owner, who must 
be 18 or older. Cats must be in their own 
carrier; dogs must be kept on a leash. For 
questions, you can contact the team at 
info@nagifoundation.org or leave a mes-
sage at (602) 730-2092 (Voicemail Only).
Follow updates on Facebook and Instagram 
@nagifoundation.

3 PIIPAASH MATASHEEVM COMMUNITY 
SOCIAL, 12:00 pm - 10:00 pm at Lehi 
Gathering Area, 3221 North Stapley 
Drive Lehi, Arizona 85203. Inter-Tribal 
Performances, Bird and O’odham singers 
and dancers are invited. (Singers sign up 
with MCs for 6:00 pm open rotations.) 
Program Highlights: Sunrise Blessing, 
Inter-Tribal Performances, Under 17 Song & 
Dance Round, O’odham Give-Away Dance, 
Bird Singing and Dancing, Singer Sign-ups, 
Dinner while supply lasts. The Fine Print: 
Family-friendly gathering, Open to the 
public, No alcohol or drugs. PMC/SRPMIC 
not liable for theft, injury, damages, or 
losses. Contact piipaashmatasheevm@

srpmic-nsn.gov 
5 OCTOBER COMMUNITY PRAYER BREAK-

FAST, 6:30 a.m. – 7:30 a.m. Reminder: For 
those who wish to submit unspoken prayer 
requests can do so by emailing: srpmicpray-
erbreakfast@gmail.com.Location: Salt River 
Community Building (1880 N. Longmore 
Road / Scottsdale, AZ 85256)

10 MEET THE CANDIDATES OPEN HOUSE, 
Join us for a Meet the Candidates Open 
House and get to know the candidates 
running for: President, Vice-President, 
Council. This is an opportunity to meet the 
candidates, ask questions, and learn more 
about those seeking office. 10:00 am - 1:00 
pm at Salt River Gymnasium. Come get 
informed before you vote! For more info, 
contact the Community Relations Office at 
(480) 362-7740

16 S.O.B.E.R. FAMILY MEETING, 6 p.m. at 
Salt River Church of Christ 430 N. Dobson 
Rd. Mesa, AZ 85201 This event will feature 
Salt River President Martin Harvier sharing 
his knowledge and support with the group. 
All are welcome to Support Our Brothers 
Entering Recovery, will include a raffle and 
pot luck following words from President 
Harvier. 

FOR THE LATEST DISTRICT 
MEETINGS SCHEDULE, SCAN 

THE QR CODE BELOW:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Salt River Materials Group is a leading supplier of cement, pozzolans and aggregates in Arizona 
and the Southwest U.S for the over 60 years. SRMG has a wide variety of career positions, and we 
invest in our employees through extraordinary benefits, training and development opportunities to 
allow our employees to grow in their careers. 

BENEFITS 

Life Disability 

Long & Short-Term Disability Insurance 

PTO (Paid Time Off) & PSL (Paid Sick Leave) 

Bereavement Leave - immediately available upon hire date. 

Holiday Pay - 7 observed and paid holidays, 2 floating holidays! 

Health – extensive medical, dental, vision and prescription drug coverage. 

Supplemental Programs - Everyone Health, Teledoc (24/7 medical/mental heal services), GRAIL - pre 
cancer screen (based upon eligibility) 

Health Club Membership – Health club membership for employees. 

401(k) – A retirement savings plan with multiple investment options and 6% matching dollar for dollar 
contributions. 

Tuition Reimbursement – SRMG will pay up to 100% of tuition and books. 

Employee Local and National Discounts - Theme Parks, Sporting Events, Plays & Concerts, Vehicle & 
Home purchases and much more! 

Green Vehicle Program – Employees may receive up to $1500 each calendar year for 3 years for the 
purchase of fuel-efficient vehicles. 

Home Energy Efficiency Incentive – Employees may receive up to $100 each calendar year for the 
purchase of energy efficient compact light bulbs (CFL’s) and LEDs or an Energy Audit performed by SRP 
or APS. 
 
Does Salt River Materials Group have preference in hiring? 

Yes, Salt River Materials Group (SRMG) is the commercial trade name for marketing activities of Phoenix 
Cement Company and Salt River Sand and Rock. Phoenix Cement Company and Salt River Sand and Rock 
are independent divisions of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community (SRP-MIC). 

However, all qualified individuals are encouraged to apply. During the hiring process, management will 
determine a prospective employee’s ability, skill, competency and other qualifications needed for the job. 
When all these are equal between a qualified Community Member, a qualified Native American and other 
qualified candidate, preference will be given to the qualified Community Member, then a qualified Native 
American and then other qualified candidate. 
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