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Leadership Says Prediction Markets Negatively Impact 
Tribal Gaming and Sovereignty

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Prediction markets launched in the past 
decade like Kalshi and Polymarket are 
relatively new markets where people can 
place bets on future outcomes like weather 
patterns, military conflicts, sports matches, 
legislative results and much more.

To put this in perspective, Kalshi’s web-
site has a search feature where they claim 
you can “trade on anything.”

However, the Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community and other tribal com-
munities are concerned about the effect that 
prediction markets have on tribes, in partic-

ular on tribal gaming and sovereignty. 
“What prediction markets are doing is 

coming in and taking; they are not actually 
providing anything to the tribes or even to 
the state where these prediction markets 
are happening,” SRPMIC President Martin 
Harvier told O’odham Action News. 

“As tribal leaders here in Salt River, 
we’re going to do our best to get out and 
voice our concerns about it. And it’s not just 
us; I think all tribes are concerned about the 
prediction markets.”

SRPMIC leaders and lobbyists are cur-
rently engaging Congress and other tribal 
leaders about this topic. In July, Harvier and 
Legislative Affairs Assistant Gary Bohnee 

from the Office of Congressional and Leg-
islative Affairs joined tribal leaders from 
across the country to urge Congress to act 
on the sports-betting activity of the predic-
tion market industry.

“The latest report that we [saw indicates 
that the prediction market] was over a $1 
billion hit to tribal gaming,” said Harvier. 

If gaming operations lose money to these 
markets, Harvier said this could impact 
infrastructure and programs for Community 
members that otherwise would have to be 
provided through grants. 

Harvier said Arizona tribes that have 
gaming have worked hard to secure agree-
ments 

BY ANDREEA MIGUEL
O’odham Action News

andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

The Salt River Fire Depart-
ment celebrated a huge mile-
stone in the construction of Fire 
Station 295. The new station is 
located at 92nd Street and Mc-
Kellips Road and is set to open 
next summer.

On Friday, Aug. 7, a top-
ping-out ceremony was held 
to signify the placement of the 
highest beam in the construction 
process. Salt River Pima-Mar-
icopa Indian Community Coun-
cil members, dignitaries and 
those who have collaborated on 
the project attended.

Deputy Fire Chief Mike Mink 

gave opening remarks.
“Today’s ceremony marks 

another significant milestone in 
this project that has been years 
in the making. It reflects our 
Community’s continued invest-
ment in public safety, its fire-
fighters and the future amongst 
the services here within the 
Community,” said Mink.

During his remarks, Mink 
pointed out a wall on the south 
end of the building especially 
for guests and those who have 
helped in the process of building 
the station. Guests had the op-
portunity to use the wall to write 
heartfelt messages to the future 
firefighters who will work in the 

Attendees gather to listen to opening remarks as the Salt River Fire Department  topping out ceremony in August.

Continued on page 18

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

How do you celebrate making 
history as a member of the first-ever 
all-Indigenous team to win the pres-
tigious Babe Ruth World Series? 

You go to Texas Roadhouse with 
the family. For Naomi Anton, this 
summer has been one of ascension. 

Continued on page 10

The next time 
you say hello to 
Naomi Anton, be 
sure to address 
her as champion. 
Photos courtesy of 
Ben Anton. 

Continued on page 12

Community Makes a 
Historic Hire

Patricia Tate has made history 
becoming the first ever woman 
and tribal member to serve as 
C.E.O. of Casino Arizona and 
Talking Stick Resorts. 

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

The Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community continues to set 
the standard, not only in Indian 
Country, but also in the United 
States. 

On Aug. 1, Casino Arizona 
and Talking Stick Resort and 
Casino announced Patricia Tate 
as their newest CEO. 

Tate’s selection serves as 
two historic benchmarks: She 

is the first Community mem-

Fire Department Marks Topping-Out Fire Department Marks Topping-Out 
CeremonyCeremony
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Tele-tips & Tricks
InstallationInstallation

Support 
Mon-Friday
8AM-5PM

480.362.7150
Option 2

New Homesite Previous Service

3-Weeks (Complete Install) 2-Weeks (Complete Install)

We Will
Get Permits/SLA
Build Fiber Path
Install ONT/UPS
Contractor Installs Power
Test all service points

Install service into Residence

We Will
Verify Facilities
Verify Fiber Path
Test Facilities
Install service into residence

Enjoy Your new high-speed internet
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Central Arizona Project delivers Colorado River water, connecting 
Arizonans to this critical resource shared by millions of people 

throughout seven Western states and Mexico. 

YOUR WATER. YOUR FUTURE.
Learn more at KnowYourWaterNews.com

CAP CONNECTS 
COMMUNITIES

Mark Cruz Confirmed as New IHS 
Director

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Mark Cruz, a citizen of the Klamath Tribes of Or-
egon, was confirmed by the U.S. Senate on Aug. 7 as 
the new director of the Indian Health Service.

Cruz was nominated by President Trump on June 1.  
The position, which has a four-year term, had been 

vacant since January 2025. Cruz served in the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services under 
Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. before his Senate 
confirmation. Technically, he’ll remain in that depart-
ment, but in a different capacity, as the IHS is a branch 
of HHS.

“I want to thank President Trump and Secretary 
Kennedy for their trust in me, and I appreciate the U.S. 
Senate’s confirmation. I am humbled by the oppor-
tunity to serve American Indian and Alaska Native 
communities as the new director of the Indian Health 
Service,” said Cruz in a statement. 

“I look forward to working closely with tribal lead-
ers, urban Indian organizations, our dedicated work-
force, and partners across Indian Country to strengthen 
tribal consultation, improve access to high-quality and 
culturally appropriate healthcare, hire health profes-
sionals our communities need, and modernize the 
Indian health system.”

Cruz joined Kennedy during their Nov. 19 visit last 
year to the Journey to Recovery facility on the Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. 

New Indian Health Service Director Mark Cruz visits SRPMIC’s Journey to 
Recovery in November 2025. OAN file photo. 

Gilbert Road Pipeline Across Salt River Now Operational
BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO

O’odham Action News
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

A pipeline built about two years ago is now trans-
porting water across the Salt River under the Gilbert 
Road Bridge. 

Suspended underneath the Gilbert Road Bridge is 
the newly completed Gilbert Road Pipeline, which is 
operated by Salt River Project, the largest water pro-
vider in the greater Phoenix metro area. SRP provides 
260 billion gallons of water each year to about 2.5 
million Valley residents.

The pipeline project was a challenging feat for 
engineers, according to SRP. It required installation 
of 3.5 miles of 36-inch pipeline to transport approxi-
mately 20,000 gallons 
of water a minute 
uphill from SRP wells 
and an underground 
storage facility, south 
of the Salt River, to the 
Arizona Canal. 

SRP said the proj-
ect strengthens Valley 
water reliability and 
responds to changing 
water demand across 
the region. 

In a July 30 SRP 
news release, Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community President Martin 
Harvier shared his thoughts on the importance of 
delivering water to the region with the new pipeline:

“Water has always been essential to the O’odham 
and Piipaash people, and thoughtful stewardship 
remains one of our greatest responsibilities. Projects 
like the Gilbert Road Pipeline demonstrate what is 
possible when strong partnerships are built on mutual 
respect and a shared commitment to planning for fu-
ture generations. We are proud to work alongside SRP 
and our regional partners to help strengthen long-term 
water reliability for our Community and the Valley.”

Five new high-capacity water production wells 
will be installed near the Granite Reef Underground 

Storage Project, or GRUSP, which was completed in 
1996. Operated by SRP, GRUSP is one of the largest 
water-banking facilities in the state. 

GRUSP is located near Mesa in the bed of the Salt 
River about four miles downstream of the Granite 
Reef Diversion Dam. According to SRP, a collabora-
tive effort involving the SRPMIC, the U.S. Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, SRP and other organizations resulted 
in a land-lease agreement in late 2013 which extended 
the life of GRUSP until 2033. 

SRP operates GRUSP in partnership with the cities 
of Scottsdale, Mesa, Phoenix, Gilbert, Chandler and 
Tempe.

The Maricopa County Department of Transpor-
tation constructed the Gilbert Road Bridge, which 

opened for public trans-
portation last year. The 
pipeline project was a 
partnership between 
the SRPMIC, SRP and 
MCDOT. 

The water flowing 
through the pipeline 
from GRUSP includes 
Colorado River water 
and reclaimed wastewa-
ter that has been stored 
underground beginning 
in the 1990s. 

On Aug. 21, the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation finalized the 2027–2028 
Operating Guidelines, cutting 1.25 million acre-feet 
of Colorado River water annually to the Lower Basin 
states of Arizona, California and Nevada in 2027 and 
2028. 

Arizona faces a mandatory reduction of 760,000 
acre-feet of water per year, about a 31% reduction in 
the state’s usual allotment of Colorado River water. 
Lake Mead, an artificial reservoir of the Colorado 
River, currently is at its lowest water level on record 
at only 27% full.

A portion of the Gilbert Road Pipeline is secured underneath the Gilbert Bridge 
that crosses the Salt River. Photo courtesy SRP.
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STAKEHOLDER
SUPERINTENDENT

COMMITTEE
Let us work together and build the schools our next generations deserve.

The Superintendent Stakeholder
Committee isn’t just another meeting:
It’s where real decisions happen. Salt

River Schools needs your help to
launch our new Strategic Plan.

We need collaborators. We need
action. We need you.

Join us to speak up, step up, and make
a difference for our students, families,

educators, and our Community.

Get involved. Get results.

This committee is open to SRPMIC staff,
students, and Community members. Because we

will serve dinner, we need you to RSVP if you
plan to attend. Scan the code and let us know!

TUESDAY
SEPT 15
6-7:30PM
ECEC Gathering Place

4836 N. Center St.

YOUR VOICE. YOUR SCHOOLS.
YOUR IMPACT.

Communications@saltriverschools.org
480-362-2500

THANK YOU
For your patience and cooperation during construction.

ENTRANCE & ACCESS 
DRIVE CLOSED
As part of the RPHC Café & Conference 
Center Project, the Country Club 
entrance and access drive will be closed 
for the removal and construction of entry 
and access drive improvements.

During this time, there will be no vehicle access to 
RPHC or JTR from Country Club Drive.

USE MCDOWELL
ROAD ENTRANCE
All vehicles accessing 
River People Health Center and 
JTR must enter and exit using the 
McDowell Road entrance.

TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS
Turn-lane closures and traffic control 
measures will be in place near the 
construction area.

FOLLOW POSTED SIGNS
Please follow all traffic control signs 
and directions while traveling 
through the area.

AUGUST 26 – 
NOVEMBER 20

RPHC COUNTRY CLUB ENTRANCE CLOSED

ENTRANCE CLOSED

TRAFFIC  NOTICE
CONSTRUCTION &
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The answers to this crossword 
puzzle can be found in the stories 
throughout this issue of  O’odham 

Action News.  
Enjoy!

Can you solve the crossword puzzle?

Across
3. The state where Naomi Anton won the 2026 Babe 

Ruth World Series.
8. Kalshi and Polymarket are known as these types of 

new markets.
9. Editor of the Ak-Chin Runner newspaper.
11. The SRPMIC member and licensed barber who 

provided free haircuts to kids going back to school.

Down
1. Casino Arizona and Talking Stick Resort’s newest 

C.E.O. 
2. The SRPMIC recreation coordinator who helped 

host the Back to School basketball tournament.
4. The new director of Indian Health Service
5. The tribal health organization that is creating a 

M.D.-granting program with the University of Arizona. 
6. SRPMIC’s Injury Prevention Coordinator
7. Casino Arizona’s General Manager for Operations
10. The number of high-capacity water wells that will 

be installed near the Granite Reef Underground Storage 
Project in Mesa. 

Flashback to last issue! O’odham Action News misidentified the winner 
of the 2026 Men’s Southwest Baseball Tournament in our Aug. 20 edition’s 
crossword. The Guadalupe Chiefs won the championship. As a result, our 
Aug. 20 newspaper crossword puzzle, No. 7 across, is incorrect and lists 
the second-place winner “Ice Boys”.

Nice work keeping us on our toes and letting us know, crossword puzzlers! 

Emotions and Actions Word Search

O’ODHAM

SEKIK, Happy
ṢOIKCUD, Sad
ṢOAK, Crying
HE’HEM, Laughing
BAGAT, Mad

NE’E, Singing
MEḌ, Running
VAILA, Dancing
I’IHOK, Coughing
TAC’CU, Want

PIPAASH

V’AWM, Stand
PAAM, Lie down
SHMAAM, Sleep
SHMAAK, Dream
MAAM, Eat

SIIM, Bring
KSHKWEK, Ask
YUUK, See
NQAMM, Touch
SHMMUSK, Smile

Build your own custom worksheet at education.com/worksheet-generator

© 2007 - 2026 Education.com

Word Search

S F S W K C Y P K S J R T Y S Q D V A B
Y S L K P H H K H W I D E Q E G V A N C
U Q E W M B E M K M B Y E K K V X W E H
U E K H A W U M M J B F W Q I U A M E H
K D I X E X W E M U U A B P K T O I Q X
N J I D Q H D ḍ S A S V G R V O A S L M
O T T G S S E D Z Z A K N A D W Z C B A
N U N J D H H M B R A M K I T S L K C G
E M U N K F M M B P S T E I W Q P B Y U
S F B Z S F J A A X O U D U H T P G B G
X P T V C W F I A A M T V T W F I G X K
L M D V C R G K I M K L E Z B X D I X B
X M P A M Q O D W H V G T Ṣ O I K C U D
S S I I M M F G M Q O L L F N J U M P Z
F Y N B M B K G L I B K K C P Q I Y S L
K S H K W E K R B L B S Z W D A V S F C
X E E I A N O M Z V J G Y J G A A U G I
Z G J V Z F W L K P J R Ṣ O A K I M K N
P Q U C M P V M N C V Z J R C R M E K J
G G Z R T M M G F J B C N Q A M M D K A

Ṣoikcud Kshkwek Chmmusk Meḍ
Ṣoak Shmaam Shmaak Vaila
Sekik Heʼhem Bagat Siim
Tac'cu Iʼihok Nqamm Yuuk
V'awm Paam Maam Neʼe

®

Find the O'odham and Piipaash words from the list below!

S
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This	publication	was	made	possible	by	Grant	Number	90EV0656	from	the
Administration	for	Children	and	Families,	Office	of	Family	Violence	Prevention	and
Services,	U.S.	Department	of	Health	and	Human	Services.	Its	contents	are	solely	the

responsibility	of	the	author(s)	and	do	not	necessarily	represent	the	official	views	of	the
U.S.	Department	of	Health	and	Human	Services.

“I	loved	the	advocate	that	helped
me	at	StrongHearts	Native

Helpline	via	text.	They	were	very
supportive	and	knowledgeable
with	a	multitude	of	resources	at

hand	for	those	in	tough
situations.	Recommend!”

strongheartshelpline.org
844-762-8483844-762-8483
CALL | TEXT | CHAT

Leadership Says Prediction Markets Negatively 
Impact Tribal Gaming and Sovereignty

and compacts with the state. 
“When an individual can actually 

be on our reservation around our tribal 
community and be able to get on their 
device and place a bet, we don’t allow 
it as a tribal government. Anything that 
we’re allowed to do as far as gaming 
has to be approved through the com-
pacts that the tribes agreed to,” said 
Harvier.

“For that to happen, that really is an 
attack on tribal sovereignty.”

Under the Arizona Tribal-State 
Gaming Compacts, tribes with casinos 
contribute a percentage of their gaming 
revenue each year to the state, cities, 
towns and counties for community 
services and public safety programs for 
local governments. The SRPMIC 12% 
Gaming Grant Program is a require-
ment of the compacts. 

In March, Arizona Attorney Gener-
al Kris Mayes filed criminal charges 
against the companies behind the 
Kalshi prediction markets platform, 
claiming they are operating an illegal 
gambling business in Arizona without 
a license, as well as operating election 
wagering.

The Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission and the Department of 
Justice in turn sued Arizona in April to 
stop the state from criminally prosecut-
ing Kalshi. President Trump’s appoint-
ed chair of the CFTC, Michael Selig, 
has sided with prediction markets 
versus states, filing lawsuits against 
Arizona, Connecticut, Illinois, New 
York and Wisconsin. 

The attorney general’s case was 
blocked by a federal judge who con-
cluded that, because the prediction 
market companies and event contracts 
are exclusively regulated by the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, 
federal law preempts state law. 

Continued from front page

3 Takeaways:
•	 SRPMIC leaders are engaging with 
Congress and other tribal leaders about 
how prediction markets are harming tribal 
communities. 
•	 President Harvier says the markets, 
which operate in Arizona with different 
rules than gaming tribes, are an attack on 
tribal sovereignty. 
•	 States and the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission battle over the legality of 
prediction markets. 

Landing page for Kalshi.com, a prediction market 
website where people can bet on a variety of topics. 

News and Events In and Around 
Indian Country

BY DALTON WALKER
O’odham Action News

dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

Hopi Tribe, Navajo Nation and Ari-
zona Sign MOU

Two tribes in the Southwest and the 
state of Arizona have signed a memo-
randum of understanding to enhance 
economic resilience in the Four Corners 
region.

Hopi Tribe Chairman Lamar Kee-
vama, Navajo Nation President Buu 
Nygren and Arizona Gov. Katie Hobbs 
signed the MOU in August.

The agreement is expected to in-
crease intergovernmental coordination, 
facilitate local and regional dialogue, 
and enable collaborative research and 
analysis toward improved economic and 
workforce development opportunities.
Gila River Health Care Launches 
Medical School Branch

Gila River Health Care in the Gila 
River Indian Community has partnered 
with the University of Arizona to es-
tablish the nation’s first M.D.-granting 
medical school branch located in Indian 
Country. 

The University of Arizona College of 
Medicine – Phoenix Regional Medical 
Branch in Sacaton, Arizona, is designed 
to educate students within a tribal 
healthcare system while strengthening 
access to care in tribal, rural and medi-
cally underserved communities. 

Beginning in July, 10 students will 
be admitted annually to the three-year 
M.D.-granting Primary Care Acceler-
ated Program at the Gila River branch. 
Students will receive full-tuition schol-
arships funded by Gila River Health 
Care. 

FBI Targets Violent Crime in Indian 
Country

This summer, the FBI initiated Oper-
ation Trusted Trails to identify, dis-
mantle and hold responsible gangs and 
organizations that have trafficked illegal 
drugs on reservations. 

The operation surged FBI investi-
gative and intelligence resources to 11 
field offices and resulted in 86 arrests, 
62 drug seizures and 156 weapons 
recovered, according to an August news 
release. 

The FBI works closely with tribal, 
state, local and federal law enforcement 
agencies on FBI-led Safe Trails task 
forces.
Peggy Flanagan and Mary Peltola 
Could make Senate History

Two Indigenous women could be-
come members of the U.S. Senate with 
wins in November.

Peggy Flanagan (White Earth Nation) 
and Mary Peltola (Yup’ik) secured the 
Minnesota and Alaska Democratic Sen-
ate primaries, respectively. Both will be 
on the ballot in November in races that 
are expected to be close.

If either one wins, she will make 
history as the first elected Indigenous 
woman in the U.S. Senate. Flana-
gan serves as Minnesota’s lieutenant 
governor and is the favorite to win in 
a state where a Democrat hasn’t lost a 
statewide race in more than a decade. 
Peltola, a former member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, has a fight 
ahead of her in a state that routinely 
elects Republicans.
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NOTICE OF COMMUNITY HEARING

Chaparral Small Bay Industrial – Planned Development 
Overlay District (26-ZN-03)

Salt River Devco is requesting to establish Planned 
Development Overlay District (PD) to expand the range of 
permitted land uses to allow for the adaptive reuse of vacant 
office buildings into small bay industrial tenant spaces. The 
subject property is located at the northeast corner of Pima 
Road and Chaparral Road and includes six office buildings, 
two hotels, and a school. 

DATE: Wednesday, September 16, 2026
TIME: 5:00 P.M.
LOCATION: SRPMIC Council Chambers | 10091 East Osborn Road Scottsdale, AZ 85256

For more information about the project, contact Noah Katt, Planner II at 480-362-3269

You May view the recorded presentation starting Thursday, September 17, 2026. Public comments can be made by email at 
public_hearing_comments@srpmic-nsn.gov, by phone at 480-362-7470, or by text at 623-282-5757.

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Two Waters Building B, Third Floor, 10005 East Osborn Road, Scottsdale, AZ 85256
Phone: 480-362-7600 | Email: Planning@SRPMIC-nsn.gov

In July, she was selected to join the 
all-star Na7ive Na7ions softball team 
as they traveled to Florence, Alabama, 
to participate in the annual Babe Ruth 
World Series, held from July 26 to 
Aug. 1. 

“It was my first time ever in Ala-
bama,” said Anton. “It was very humid. 
But it wasn’t too hot like to where 
you couldn’t bear it, like … here,” she 
added. 

Anton’s father, Ben Anton, joined 
her in Florence as the Na7ive Na7ions 
team made easy work of several teams 
during the tournament, finishing 8-0 
during pool and playoff play. In the 
championship, the all-star Indigenous 
team defeated Puerto Rico, 6-4. 

Former Major League Baseball 
pitcher DJ Carrasco served as the coach 

of the championship team. 
“He really put his sense into the 

game and made sure that we did the 
little things as well as the big things, 
because little things are what make us 
do the big things,” Naomi Anton said. 

She continued, “He was very 
well-rounded when it came to how we 
felt after we made a mistake or a good 
play. He was very approachable be-
cause he knew exactly how we felt and 
how we need to move on,” she said. 

Anton said that she and her Na7ive 
Na7ions teammates participated in the 
tournament’s opening ceremony, which 
included the national anthems of all the 
participating teams. 

Luckily, the Antons also had some 
time to rest, relax and sightsee a bit, 
learning what Florence has to offer 

visitors. 
“We went to a place called Indian 

Mound,” said Ben Anton. “It’s basi-
cally a North American version of the 
pyramids,” he said. 

“We also went to this ice cream shop 
that’s more than 100 years old. [Flor-
ence] also has a huge dam there, so we 
went to the waterfalls,” she added. 

They also visited the world-famous 
Muscle Shoals Sound Studio, where 
artists such as Aretha Franklin, Etta 
James, the Rolling Stones, Paul Simon, 
Cher and more recorded some of their 
biggest hits. 

In fact, the Rolling Stones record-
ed their 1969 song “Brown Sugar” at 
Muscle Shoals. 

Now back home with a champion-
ship to add to her already-impressive 

student-athlete résumé, Naomi Anton 
said she feels blessed to represent not 
only the United States on the national 
level, but also the SRPMIC. 

“It feels great and amazing,” she 
began. “Like, astonishing to be a part 
of that and have that opportunity to 
play with these girls and go to Babe 
Ruth. It was so amazing. I can’t wait 
to see what we do next.” 

She added, “I’d like to thank my 
mom, dad and my siblings for always 
being there and being able to take me 
to these things. Also, I’d like to thank 
Autumn [Lopez], DJ Carrasco, Chris 
Summers, Nic Pouaka-Grego for see-
ing me and having this opportunity. 
I’d also like to thank all my previ-
ous coaches for helping me get to [a 
place] where I can do things like this.”

Continued from front page

Naomi was ready to show her talents upon arrival to the games in Florence, Alabama. 
Naomi with DJ Carrasco 

and Autumn Lopez of 
Na7ive Na7ions. Naomi’s dad Ben joined her 

along her championship 
journey. 

Naomi proudly represented the 

SRPMIC during opening and 

championship ceremonies. 

Glove-ing Every Minute of It
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Teamwork Makes the Dream 
Work for Youth Basketball

BY ZOE HERNANDEZ
O’odham Action News

zoe.hernandez@srpmic-nsn.gov

Salt River Pima–Maricopa Indian 
Community youth gathered for 
one last hurrah before the school 
season began. On the weekend 
of Aug. 7, students headed to the 

Ske:g Himdag Ki: gymnasium 
for the Back to the School Yard 
Youth Basketball Tournament, 
hosted by Community Recre-
ational Services Athletics. 

The tournament featured 
16 co-ed teams of players 
ranging from second grade 
to eighth grade. Each court 
was packed with families 
and friends who were ex-
cited to cheer on their star 
athletes. 

Recreation Coordi-
nator 1 Joseph Schurz 
explained why it was 

important to host this event 
for the youth. “We are always 

focused on creating a safe, 
healthy, fun and family 

atmosphere where kids 
can recreate,” he said. 
Throughout the year, 
teams practice not only 
basketball skills but also 
teamwork and proper 

sportsmanship. “[The 
tournament] was an experi-
ence to have fun, socialize 
and compete with friends. 

Also, it’s a great way to show off the 
skills they have been practicing to fam-
ily and friends,” said Schurz. He shared 
that his favorite part of the event was 
“watching the families enjoying the kids 
playing, and their smiling faces.”

The team called And 1 took the title 
as champions of the second and third 
grade division. WMB swept their divi-
sion and were the fourth and fifth grade 
champions. Double R showed up and 
cleared out the competition, taking the 
champions title for the division of sixth 
to eighth grade. 

Recreation Services staff members re-
ceived amazing feedback from families, 
such as the friendliness of the staff and 
the good prices at the concession stand 
and at the door. Families also expressed 
their appreciation for how accommo-
dating the building was for an event this 
size. 

Community Recreation Services 
hopes to host this event again for many 
years to come. They would like to thank 
all the teams and families for attending.
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ber and the first woman to serve as 
CEO of the two gaming enterprises. 

Tate has an ample list of accolades, 
accomplishments and 22 years of 
service with Community Gaming En-
terprises. Her appointment is expected 
to help guide the entities toward a 
continued prosperous future while also 
focusing on bettering the Community. 

“It’s going really well,” said Tate to 
O’odham Action News a few days into 
her tenure as CEO.

Tate revealed she was already 
attending meetings and getting the 
opportunity to meet with the team 
members and out on the casino floors. 

“One of the biggest challenges 
is really getting up to speed on the 
operational side, getting to know what 
the top priorities are,” she said. “The 
overall goal is to help the Community 
in self-sufficiency, and that’s through 
jobs for Community members and 
other Natives. Yes, you might have 
the right job, but once you get it, you 
need to perform, because that perfor-
mance helps us become self-sufficient 
as a tribe and not reliant on federal 
funding. So, instead of looking at it 
as a corporate entity where the dollars 
are made and go off somewhere else, 
instead the dollars stay right here in 
the Community.”

When discussing her historic 

appointment, Tate acknowledged the 
importance of her new position but 
also shared how just one generation 
ago, things were quite different for her 
family. 

“Being appointed CEO is truly a 
privilege and a great responsibility, 
and I don’t take it lightly. But the 
biggest thing for me is my mom,” 
said Tate. Her mother is Anna Marie 
Thomas Tate. 

She continued, “She was brought up 
here, and she was shipped off to Saint 
Michaels when she was a young girl.”

The St. Michael Indian School was 
founded in 1902 by Saint Kather-
ine Drexel and is in Saint Michaels, 
Arizona. 

Tate compared her mother’s expe-
rience with her own. “She could not 
be raised by her parents, and she was 
forbidden to speak her language at 
Saint Michaels. She did not graduate 
from high school because as soon 
as she turned 18, she left for reasons 
everyone knows, right?” Referring to 
the forcible assimilation of Indigenous 
children by stripping them of their 
language, culture and traditions. 

She continued, “Knowing that just 
one generation ago my mother ex-
perienced poverty and disrespect …, 
just because of ethnicity, shows what 
anyone can accomplish and overcome 

with time and dedication.”
Tate holds a master of finance and 

accounting degree and an MBA from 
Keller Graduate School of Manage-
ment. She earned her bachelor of 
science degree in accounting from the 
University of Arizona.

Tate shared a major goal of hers as 
she leads both enterprises. “I want to 
be approachable,” she said. “I want to 
be able to have people feel like they’re 
heard and really find solutions to build 
on our foundation to make us stronger 
for the future.”

She continued, “In this first year, 
I’m going to be doing a lot of listen-
ing and understanding. Whether it’s 
from the guests or team members, I’m 
going to be learning what their needs 
and wants are and then trying to figure 
out the resources to be able to deliver 
on those. Overall, we’re going to be 
visible and we’re going to be commu-
nicative.”

In the meantime, you can most 
likely find Tate out on the casino 
floors. Two of her favorite things 
are: the wide array of Indigenous art 
decorating both locations as well as 
the illuminated steps at the Palo Verde 
Lounge.

“Our art collection is the largest 
collection of Indigenous art outside of 
a museum which has public viewing,” 

Tate shared. “Back in the day, we had 
a self-guided tour booklet that ex-
plained the artist and art location. I’d 
like to put that back in place.”

What about those illuminated steps? 
That was her idea. 

“I got the idea from the Tom Hanks 
movie ‘Big,’” admitted Tate, detail-
ing the scene where Tom Hanks’ and 
Robert Loggia’s characters dance on a 
massive piano that lights up inside the 
FAO Schwarz toy store. 

“I was like, ‘Hey, wouldn’t it be 
cool if we had stairs that lit up, and we 
could program them? The architects 
were shocked, but it was very interest-
ing to go through the process to figure 
out how that would work. Whether 
it’s an Arizona Cardinals or Diamond-
backs game, Valentine’s Day or Pride 
Day, whatever holiday it may be, we 
can program those lights.”

She concluded, “Ultimately, we’re 
in the business of having fun. The 
team members need to have fun, and if 
we all enjoy our work, our guests will 
feel it. They will have fun themselves 
and come back.”

CAZ Cash Corner Commences!
Casino Arizona recently celebrated the opening 
of its brand-new slot machine gaming experi-
ence, CAZ Cash Corner.

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

The old high-roller room at Casino 
Arizona recently received a massive 
upgrade and new slot machines. Play-
ers now can try their luck on Dragon 
Link, Phoenix Link, Thunder, Spooky 
Link, Buffalo Mega Stampede and 
more. 

A grand opening was held for Casi-
no Arizona’s latest expansion for the 
new CAZ Cash Corner slot machine 
gaming experience. The machines 
feature a cast of characters created by 
Aristocrat Gaming Slot Machines. 

Attending the opening were mem-
bers of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community Council, individ-
uals from the Salt River Community 
Gaming Enterprises Board, Casino 
Arizona and Talking Stick executives, 
special invited guests and newly an-
nounced Casino Arizona and Talking 
Stick Resort Chief Executive Offi-

cer Patricia Tate. The ribbon-cutting 
occurred just before lunchtime on Aug. 
11.

Tate is also a Community mem-
ber. This was her first official public 
appearance as Casino Arizona and 
Talking Stick Resort’s CEO since be-
ing named to the position on Aug. 1.

“This is just one example of how 
we plan on elevating our experiences 
overall at Casino Arizona,” said Tate. 
“It is not only showing an investment 
that we are going to make at Casino 
Arizona, but it’s also an investment 
into the Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community,” she added. 

Once the ceremonial scissors were 
brought out, Tate made sure the appro-
priate representative had the honors: 
Casino Arizona General Manager for 
Operations Trenni Martinez. 

“He has been the heart of this,” said 
Tate as she handed Martinez the scis-
sors. “He is the leader who’s brought 
this together.” 

A thankful Martinez happily made 

his way to the front entrance 
of the CAZ Cash Corner. 

“Thanks, Patricia, you’re 
too kind,” Martinez said. “It’s 
all these great people here 
that made this thing happen. 
Everybody. Every depart-
ment pitched in and made 
this happen, [including] our 
Human Resources department 
for helping name the room. 
Who would’ve thought that’s 
where the name would come 
from?” said Martinez, beam-
ing. “Thank you all.”

As Martinez smiled from 
ear to ear, he asked guests 
and attendees for an official 
countdown from 3. Then, 
with a swing of the ceremoni-
al scissors, he sliced through 
the official Aristocrat Gaming 
US/Casino Arizona ribbon, 
signifying that the all-new 
slot machine gaming experi-
ence was officially open. 

Following the ceremony, 
many of those present took 
extra time out of their day to 
chat with and congratulate 
Patricia Tate on her new posi-
tion in the Community. 

Community Makes Historic HireContinued from front page

The new CAZ Cash Corner is now open!
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS - EVENTS   �  480.362.7740   �       SRPMIC   �       SALTRIVERINDIANCOMMUNITY

S A L T  R I V E R  P I M A - M A R I C O P A  I N D I A N  C O M M U N I T Y

NATIVE 
AMERICAN
RECOGNITION
DAY

tuesday. SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

This is a NO Alcohol/Drug/Gang & Tobacco/Vaping Event. NO Pets, no Firearms/Weapons 
or Outside Ice Chests/Grills/Food/Glass Allowed. bags subject to search.

10061  East Osborn Road
Scottsdale ,  AZ 85256

two waters courtyard

• Harkins Popcorn TRUCK

• Red Bull mini cooper 

• Special Round House

 Cafe Menu - $10

• live music - 

sir harrison band

• FREE SAMPLES FROM THE

 RANCH MOBILE EATERY

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

• traditional dances

• artisan market

• promo giveaways

• SALT RIVER REZ DOG
 (free Hot dog Meal w/ Red Chili, Beans, 

 Cheese & other toppings)

L ive Music by:

Two RIvers

11:00 Am - 1:00 pm
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Voting in the General Election and 
Civic Leave

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

In your Aug. 20 issue of O’odham 
Action News, we went in-depth about 
the ballot for the upcoming general 
election on Nov. 3, including who 
is running for governor, the new 
lieutenant governor position, county 
propositions and more. 

In this issue, we remind Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
members of what to expect on Elec-
tion Day and explain how civic leave 
works for voters working in tribal 
government. 
How and Where to Vote

The SRPMIC Office of Congres-
sional and Legislative Affairs held a 
voter registration drive at the Round 
House Café on Aug. 25. The goal was 
to encourage Community members 
and employees to get involved in the 
upcoming general election.

With voter registration events and 
voter information campaigns, OCLA 
hopes the Community will participate 
in helping to shape decisions that will 
impact education, healthcare, housing, 
tribal and local partnerships, and fed-
eral and state policies affecting Native 
communities.

To vote in Arizona, you must be 
registered 29 days before an election. 
You have three options to register: 
online at www.azmvdnow.gov (fastest; 
requires an Arizona driver’s license or 
state ID); by mail (voter registration 
form at www.azsos.gov or mail or drop 
off at the Maricopa County Recorder’s 
Office); or in person (you can visit 
the OCLA at Two Waters at 10061 E. 

Osborn Road and complete your regis-
tration form). 

Once you have registered, you can 
vote by mail, vote early in person 
or vote on Election Day in person. 
If you’re voting by mail, ballots are 
mailed to you before the election and 
must be returned by mail at least a 
week before Election Day (no postage 
necessary) or dropped off at a dropbox 
or voting center by 7 p.m. on Election 
Day. You can vote in person early at 
any voting center, including one at 
Scottsdale Community College. Early 
voting locations open weeks before 
Election Day. You can also vote in 
person at the Salt River Community 
Building on Election Day, Nov. 3. 

For more information about voting, 
contact the OCLA at (480) 362-5520 
or vote@srpmic-nsn.gov. 
Civic Leave

According to SRPMIC Council 
Policy 2-4 administered by Human Re-
sources, civic leave for the purpose of 
voting is to ensure that all employees 
can exercise their right to vote. 

Civic leave in general is intended 
to enable all (regular and temporary) 
employees to fulfill their duties of jury 
service and vote in an election. Em-
ployees may take up to two hours of 
civic leave to vote on election days.

To obtain civic leave, employees 
must notify and request approval from 
their supervisor at least one day in 
advance of voting day. 

Community Manager Bryan Meyers 
said that employees should not use 
civic leave to run errands or take a 
long lunch. 

Meyers reminds employees to 
please refrain from engaging in spe-
cific candidate support activities in the 
workplace, while using Community 
equipment or during working hours. 

3 Takeaways:
•	 The Office of Congressional and Legisla-
tive Affairs is actively getting the Community 
involved in voting in November’s general 
election. 
•	 Civic Leave explained: the dos and don’ts 
on Election Day. 
•	 Learn where you can vote and what you 
need to take with you. 

Drive With Better Posture For Your Health

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Are you driving with good posture? 
Whether you drive a pickup truck 

or a sedan, how you sit can affect your 
health. Injury Prevention Coordina-
tor Monte Yazzie of the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community’s 
HHS Public Health Services has some 
tips on how to make yourself a little 
more comfortable for your daily com-
mute and that future road trip.

Yazzie said that when you sit down 
to drive, you should flatten your 
back against the seat and make sure 
the back of your head can touch the 
headrest. It should feel natural to you 
without any strain. 

“I want my back, my shoulders 
and my head to all touch the back of 
the seat that I’m sitting in,” explained 
Yazzie.

Some people like to tilt their seat 
back a little too far, which Yazzie said 
can be a safety issue. Tilting the seat 
back can pull the driver or front pas-
senger away from the seat belt. 

“[Your] seat belt’s shoulder strap 
should sit comfortably across your 
chest, not on your neck or your chin, 
and it shouldn’t sit down any lower 
than your shoulder,” said Yazzie.

“We want that lap belt to be in 

contact with very, very strong bones 
in our body,” he continued. “That’s 
our hips, that’s our legs. And we don’t 
have any bones across our tummy, so 
we can’t depend on that to be able to 
withstand the force that might happen 
if we have to aggressively stop the car 
or if we collide with another vehicle.”

Yazzie also advised to make sure 
that the steering wheel is not too far 
away from your body. You don’t want 
your arms to be straight out toward the 
steering wheel. On the other hand, a 
steering wheel too close to your body 
makes it so the airbag has nowhere to 
go when it inflates during impact. 

In terms of height and seat position-
ing, Yazzie said you want the seat high 
enough so you can see over the top of 
the steering wheel, but not so high that 
your head is hitting the ceiling of the 
car.

“You want to have an almost 
straight visual line through the center 
of the windshield in front of you,” said 
Yazzie. 

What do you do with your non-driv-
ing foot?

Yazzie said bending the leg up and 
pulling it closer toward your body can 
put your hips in a different position 
and produce an unwanted tilt in your 
hips, which can cause strain or fatigue. 

“[If you keep] it about equal 
distance or within the halfway point 
between the foot that’s on the pedal 
and your seat, it’s going to be good 
positioning,” said Yazzie, noting that 
larger vehicles like trucks can be more 
difficult for people with different 
heights and leg lengths. 

For more information on how to 
best sit in the car for your health, 
reach out to Yazzie via email at Mon-
te.Yazzie@srpmic-nsn.gov.

Stock photo of a person driving a vehicle. Envato 
Elements.
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TALKING STICK RESORT
9800 E. Talking Stick Way,
Scottsdale AZ 85256 

7:30AM to 4:30PM

SATURDAY, SEPT. 19

Scan the QR code &
register for the conference. 

Register for our second-annual conference
hosted by the Child Care Development Fund,
a program of the Early Childhood Education

Center at Salt River Schools!
This FREE, day-long event will focus on building
relationships within families with children ages
birth to 12 years old. Childcare will be available

(space is limited so register early). 

Register for our second-annual conference
hosted by the Child Care Development Fund,
a program of the Early Childhood Education

Center at Salt River Schools!
This FREE, day-long event will focus on building
relationships within families with children ages
birth to 12 years old. Childcare will be available

(space is limited so register early). 

Manage Challenging Behaviors
in Children (& Adults!)

Identify Quality Child Care 

Practice Culture & Language
Skills at Home 

And so much more!

LEARN HOW TO:

CertificateProgram@saltriverschools.org480-362-2200 ecec.saltriverschools.org/services/ccdf
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LEHI CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1452 E. Oak St. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Merrill Jones
(480) 234-6091
SERVICES: Visit us on Facebook Live 
and in person. Search for Lehi Church of 
the Nazarene.
Sun. School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.
Sun. Night Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Wed. Devotion Night 6:30 p.m.
SOAR Group 2nd & 4th Friday, 7 p.m.
Mon. night Prayer Meeting, 6 p.m.
Singspiration, last Sundays at 6 p.m.
FERGUSON MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH
1512 E. McDowell Rd. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Neil Price
(480) 278-0750
SERVICES: Sunday Worship Service, 
10 a.m. Now available through the Zoom 
app. Call church for Zoom ID. 
LEHI PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1342 E. Oak Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Annette Lewis
annette.f.lewis@gmail.com
(480) 404-3284
SERVICES: Sunday Services 10 a.m.,
Communion First Sundays at 10 a.m.
Birthday Sunday Potluck- Last Sunday of 
the Month, after services.
Youth Devotion/Music (bring your 
instruments!) last 2 Saturdays of the 
month at 4 p.m.
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
PAPAGO WARD
2056 N. Extension Rd. Scottsdale
AZ, 85256
(480) 947-1084
SERVICES: Sunday service begins at 
10 a.m.
PIMA CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
12207 E. Indian School Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85256
Pastor Marty Thomas
(480) 874-3016/ Home: (480) 990-7450
SERVICES: Sunday service 11 a.m.
Lord’s Supper every first Sunday of
the month (potluck after)

SALT RIVER ASSEMBLY OF GOD
10657 E. Virginia Ave. Scottsdale, AZ 
85256
Rev. WinterElk Valencia 
(480) 947-5278
saltriveragchurch.com
SERVICES: Sunday Morning Prayer 10 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m., Thursday Bible 
Study 6pm
SALT RIVER CHURCH OF CHRIST
430 N. Dobson Rd. Suite 105
Mesa, AZ 85201
(720) 626-2171, Josh Austin
SaltRiverChurchofChrist.com
SERVICES: Bible Class 9:30 a.m. -10:30 
a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Sunday Bible Class 6 p.m., Bible Study 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.
Local transportation available, please call 
phone number above
SALT RIVER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 10125
Scottsdale, AZ 85271
E: SaltRiverPresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook
Pastor Charlotte Fafard
SERVICES: Sunday Service, 1 p.m.,
Communion first Sunday of the month
ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC MISSION
3090 N. Longmore, Scottsdale, AZ 
(602) 292-4466 (cell)
Administrator: Deacon Jim Trant
Parish President: Cindy Thomas
Father Peter McConnell and Father 
Antony Tinker
SERVICES: Sunday Mass 12 p.m.,
Holy Hours 1 p.m.
SOARING EAGLE MINISTRIES INTER-
NATIONAL (SEMI)
Marriott Courtyard, 5201 N. Pima Rd. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85250
Apostle Edward Chance
apostleeac@gmail.com
(480) 516-6509
SERVICES: 10 AM on Sundays
Visit us on Facebook Live, Wednesdays 
at 7 PM for Voice of Truth

VICTORY CENTER
1231 E Oak St. 
Mesa, AZ 85203
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz
480-427-4678
SERVICES: First and Third Tuesdays at 
6:30 p.m.
Follow us @vomsrvictorycenter on 
instagram
VICTORY OUTREACH CHURCH MESA 
5610 E. Main St. Mesa, AZ 85205
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz 
SERVICES: Sunday 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m., Youth Nights Tues-
day at 7 p.m.
visit vomesa.org for more service times, 
life group locations, and events
Follow us @vomesachurch on Instagram
MORNINGSTAR APOSTOLIC CHURCH
3263 E Guadalupe Rd, Gilbert, Arizona 
85234
Bishop Daniel Lizarraga and Pastor 
Jason Lizarraga
SERVICES: Sunday 2:30 p.m., Wednes-
day 8-11 a.m., Bible classes Wednes-
days at 7 p.m.
Visit msactruth.com for more
Follow us @morningstarapostolic on 
Instagram and on Facebook at facebook.
com/msactruth
REDEEMER APOSTOLIC CHURCH
200 E First St Mesa, AZ 85201
Pastors Santos and Andrea Navarrete 
https://www.redeemerministries.com/
SERVICES: Sunday 11 a.m. English, 
1:30 p.m. Spanish, Wednesday 7 p.m.

Please call the Church ahead of time to confirm information.
Information was correct at the time of print, however, services may have changed since then.

SALT RIVER CHURCH LISTINGS
7 STARS OF ARIZONA, LLC	
Concrete & Masonry construction, Gen-
eral contracting ROC#26357. Angela 
Willeford, (602) 889-7290 angelawille-
ford@sevenstarscompany.com
AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING 
RMG MECHANICAL		
Community Member owned business. 
One job done right the first time! 
We service all makes and models. 
#ROC310871. Bonded & Insured. Re-
becca Gonzales, (480) 334-1257/ (480) 
823-2802 Rmgmechanical@gmail.com
ART & MAX’S LANDSCAPING	
Free estimates mowing, service, 
sprinkler, repair, trimming tree clean 
up, maintenance. Max, (480) 667-9403 
art&maxlandscaping@gmail.com
ASTROS DETAILING LLC 
Interior & exterior car detailing, deep 
cleaning, stain & pet-hair removal. 
Mesa, AZ • Tribal Member Owned 
Call/Text: Brandon Malin, 480-388-
7964 
Instagram: @astrosdetailaz 
Book Online:  
astrosdetailing.setmore.com
A&M VALLEY LANDSCAPING 
Landscaping and yard work services 
Navin Wood 
aandmvalleylandsc@gmail.com
A’S FAMILY LANDSCAPING	
Lawn Maintenance, Shrub/Tree Trim-
ming and Debris/Trash Removal. FREE 
ESTIMATES. L. Azule, (480) 467-8449
AU-AUTHUM KI, INC.		
Commercial construction. Margaret 
Rodriguez, (480) 250-7566
BOXING BEARS PHOTOGRAPHY	
Boxing Bears Photography is a photog-
raphy business based in Scottsdale, 
Arizona. We specialize in portrait 
photography and photo booths. Cody 
Wood, (480) 272-4035 boxingbears-
photography.com cody@boxingbears-
photography.com
DAJ NATIVE DESIGNS		
Printing, DTS, sublimation for drink-
ware and engraving www.dajcreations.
com 480-584-0401 dajnativedesigns@
gmail.com
DALIA’S LANDSCAPING		
Yard maintenance / tree trimming, 
sprinkler repairs and service. Sherry 
Harris, (480) 275-9934 / 		
daliaresendiz0815@icloud.com
DALLAS PROFESSIONAL PAINTING	
Commercial Painting Compa-
ny, Licensed, Bonded, Insured, 
ROC#250102 David Dallas, (623) 337-
4070 david@dallaspropainting.com
DESERT’S EDGE, LLC		
Professional Landscaping Services 
and Maintenance Weekly, Bi-Weekly, 
Monthly, Clean Ups, Trimming, Sprin-
kler Repair & Grass Seeding. For a free 
estimate, call or text 480-646-2587
ERNIE’S CATERING		
Food catering for all your needs Ernie 
Lopez (chef and owner)  
(480) 907-8945  
erniescateringbusiness@yahoo.com

GOODLIFE NUTRITION		
Healthy plant-based juices and 
smoothies, meal-replacement options 
and event catering. Order online by vis-
iting instagram! @goodlifeaz goodlife.
nutrition@yahoo.com (480)274-3306
HEAVENLY TOUCH CLEANING	
SRPMIC Member Owned and operated 
specializing in residential and commer-
cial cleaning services; get a  quote by 
phone or emailing contact information 
below. Yesika Saldivar-Zotigh, Owner 
(602) 301-9832 Heavenlytouch08@
yahoo.com
HONEYBRAIDZ N SPA, LLC 
Licensed Cosmetologist specializing 
in luxury protective styling and natural 
hair wellness. We provide expert braid-
ing services, including knotless and 
feed-in styles, along with handcrafted 
botanical scalp and hair care products. 
Ricshawn Johnson: (480) 781-7867 
(text only), booking site: vagaro.com/
honeybraidznspallc1
JOLYN’S HEALING HANDS, LLC 
Jolyn, a licensed massage therapist, 
provides relaxation, healing & wellness 
services. Jolyn S has been in the 
healing industry since 2009. Visit our 
site to book now! https://www.vagaro.
com/jolynshealinghands 
Phone: (480) 819-6831 
Address: 1800 E Rio Salado Pkwy 
Building 170 Suite #150, Tempe, AZ 
85288

KI: PROPERTY SERVICES	
Fully Licensed. Grading, Lot Clearing, 
Gravel Spread, Trash Haul, Land-
scaping, General Home Repair. Call 
for Per Cap Specials! 480-369-2018 
ki.property.services81@gmail.com
LB’s HAIR SALON		
For all your hair needs. Over 30+ 
years of experience specializing in 
trending haircuts, color, highlighting, 
perms, blow dry’s and also manicures, 
pedicures and facial waxing. Linda 
Baptisto, (602) 525-9142 hairbylind-
ab@yahoo.com
MOQUINO’S BODY & PAINT LLC.	
Auto Body Work and Paint LLC. Com-
munity Member 15% discount. Pete 
Moquino, (480) 236-3033 moquinoscu-
stompaint@yahoo.com
NATIVE CREATIVE APPAREL, LLC	
Native American themed clothing for 
babies, kids and adults. Design your 
own custom shirts Isaac Lopez, (480) 
410-8685 /(562) 761-9341 nativecre-
ativeapparel@gmail.com
NATIVE GROUND COFFEE	
A Native American coffee company 
from Salt River. Winter Wood, (480) 
522-8393 www.nativegroundcoffee.com
NATURES DEFENSE		
Do it yourself pest control. All organic, 
non-toxic, chemical free. Safe/effective 
against roaches, scorpions, fleas/
ticks, beetles, bed bugs and more! JB 
Cortez, (480) 453-9371 saltriverjb@
gmail.com

PIMA AWARDS PROMOTIONAL 
PRODUCTS, INC		
Promo items, silkscreen/embroider 
apparel, custom awards and printing 
services. 15610 N 35th Ave Ste #7 
Phoenix, AZ 85053 www.pimaawards.
com Ron Lee, (623) 271-8311
PIMARA CONSTRUCTION	
Civil & structural engineering. Virginia 
Loring, (480) 251-6849  
vlpimara@cox.net
PIIPASH SHELL		
4001. N. Pima Rd., Scottsdale, AZ Mi-
chael Smith- Owner Piipash LLC (480) 
947-6400 (store) piipash@hotmail.com
RED CACTUS PHOTOGRAPHY	
Professional Photography for all occa-
sions: business, commercial, extreme 
adventure, family gatherings, portraits, 
real estate, social media, sports, 
and weddings. D. Gonzales, (480) 
828-5863 redcactusphotography480@
gmail.com
RED MOUNTAIN ENGINEERING, LLC	
Full service civil engineering, surveying 
and consulting firm. Patrick D. Dallas, 
(480) 237-2708 www.redmtnengineer-
ing.com
REZHAWK TOWING & RECOVERY, 
LLC 
Please call for appointment. Lock out 
available Eric Schurz, (480) 735-9730 
rezhawktowingandrecovery@yahoo.
com
ROUGH COUNTRY HANDYMAN AND 
REMOVAL SERVICE 
Lester Loring 480-512-2262,  
RoughCountryHRS@gmail.com 
Mon-Sat, 7 am-6 pm (message after 6) 
Minor Home Repairs, doors/knobs 
maintenance, screens, small concrete 
installation/repair, small DIY projects, 
TV Mounting, Junk Removal Services, 
Debris Hauling, etc.  
SALT RIVER HOSPITALITY	
Food service, bar, janitorial equipment 
and supplies. J.B. Cortez, (480) 945-
0062 saltriverjb@gmail.com Location 1: 
Phoenix Park-N-Swap Location 2: The 
Spot on Camelback 
STAYSHONS CHEVRON		
Community Member owned business 
since 1994. Boyd Chiago, (480) 990-
2004
THE MAIN INGREDIENT		
Home and commercial quality kitchen 
supplies, open to the public. J.B. 
Cortez, (480) 945-0062 themainingredi-
entaz@gmail.com
THE SPOT ON CAMELBACK	
An Open Air Market And Multicultural 
Gathering! Handmade arts, crafts, 
and jewelry, clothing, tools, kitchen 
supplies, and more. JB Cortez  (480) 
945-0062  11514 E. Camelback Rd. 
Scottsdale, 85256 thespotoncamel-
back@gmail.com thespotoncamelback.
com 
VMK ENTERPRISES, INC	
Janitorial supplies. Sheryl@vmkenter-
prises.com

If we CANNOT contact you by phone or email, your business will be removed from the listing. Call 
O’odham Action News at (480) 362-7750 to have your business put back on the listing.

SALT RIVER BUSINESS LISTINGS

O'odham Action News is published bi-weekly by the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. Editorials 
and articles are the sole responsibility of the authors, 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion, attitude or 
philosophy of O'odham Action News or the Salt River  
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

O'odham Action News encourages the submission 
of letters to the Editor. However, letters must be typed 
or printed clearly, and should include the writer’s name, 
address and phone number. This information is for 
verification only. Other submission of articles, artwork and 
photos are encouraged. O'odham Action News does not 
assume responsibility for unsolicited materials and does 
not guarantee publication upon submission.

O'odham Action News reserves the right to reject any 
advertising, material or letter submitted for publication.

Advertising rates are available on request. O'odham 
Action News does not endorse any product or services 
accepted as advertising on these pages. All contributions 
or information may be sent to:

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS
10,005 E. Osborn Road,
Scottsdale, AZ 85256

DALTON WALKER
MANAGING EDITOR 

(480) 362-3281
dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

CHRIS PICCIUOLO 
NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-6626
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov 

JUAN YSAGUIRRE
NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-7323
juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

ANDREEA MIGUEL
NEWS REPORTER - TEMP

andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

ZOE HERNANDEZ
NEWS REPORTER - TEMP

zoe.hernandez@srpmic-nsn.gov

KARI HAAHR
NEWSPAPER SPECIALIST

(480) 362-2698
kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
MAIN LINE (480) 362-7750

(Leave a message with your name and number 
and we will return your call)

ADVERTISING 
Call O’odham Action News for advertising info.

(480) 362-2698 / www.oodhamnews.org

DISTRICT A 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Jacob Butler 

DISTRICT B
COUNCIL MEMBER
David Antone

DISTRICT C 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Cheryl Doka

DISTRICT D
COUNCIL MEMBER
Su:k Fulwilder

DISTRICT E
COUNCIL MEMBER
Mikah Carlos 

LEHI DISTRICT 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Deanna Scabby

LEHI DISTRICT 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Michael Dallas, Sr.

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

PRESIDENT
Martin Harvier

VICE-PRESIDENT
Ricardo Leonard

Salt River Public Works Department
Memorial Services & Cemeteries

"Providing a hospitable place to honor loved ones at the end of life's journey."

MAIN OFFICE LOCATED AT
Memorial Hall

9849 East Earll Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85256 

Monday-Friday
8 AM- 5 PM

CONTRACTED MORTUARIES
Bunker Family Funerals & 

Cremation  
(480) 964-8686

Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home  
(602) 840-5600

For Any Questions Call: (480) 278-7050

DO YOU NEED TO 
UPDATE YOUR NEWSPAPER 

SUBSCRIPTION?
Contact Newspaper Specialist 

Kari Haahr at 
(480) 362-2698 or kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

Leave your name, number and message and they will get back to you.

GOT A STORY IDEA?
Email us at oan@srpmic-nsn.gov  

or call (480) 362-7750
PUBLIC WORKS NOTICE

SRPMIC Council has approved the nightly closures of the Salt River 
and Lehi Cemeteries due to continued vandalism.

The Salt River and Lehi Cemeteries will be closed from  
8 p.m. to 5 a.m.

If you have any questions, please contact Memorial Services at 
(480) 278-7050
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JUVENILE COURT 
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 

INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT 
ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

ALL JUVENILE COURT CASES REPORT TO 
COURTROOM #3 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Barker, Mary - Entry of Default Judgement Case: CV-26-
3597 Court Date: September 29, 2026 at 9:30 AM

Burns, Jessica Danilynn - Annual Guardianship Review/
Order to Show Cause Case: CF-23-0054 Court Date: 
October 20, 2026 at 9:30 AM

DOE, JOHN - Mother: Michelle Johnson (DOB: 
05/18/1984) Child: K.O. (DOB: 04/26/2024)

Termination Trial/Evidentiary Hearing, Case: JV-26-
0209 Court Date: October 21, 2026 at 11 a.m.

Makil, Samantha - Truancy Fine Review Hearing : JV-26-
0151/JV-26-0153/JV-26-0154 Court Date: September 
17, 2026 at 3 PM

Pete, Karen R. - Probate Hearing Case: CV-26-4706 
Court Date: September 16, 2026 at 1:30 PM

Salazar, D’Angelo - Default Hearing Case: JV-26-0112 
Court Date: October 8, 2026 at 9 AM

Toney, Kaneesha  - Truancy Adjudication Hearing : JV-
26-0183 Court Date: September 17, 2026 at 3 PM

Van Winkle, Nesha  - Truancy Hearing Case: JV-26-0188 
Court Date: October 1, 2026 at 3 PM
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 

INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

CIVIL COURT CASES REPORT TO COURTROOM 
#1/ #2 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Castro, Damian Shane - Default Judgement Hearing 
Case: CV-26-3249 Court Date: September 14, 2026 
at 9 AM

Gonzales, Vanessa – Civil Complaint Hearing CV-26-
4233 Court Date: September 14, 2026 at 9 am.

Johnson, Brandi – Civil Complaint Hearing CV-26-4231 
Court Date: September 8, 2026 at 9:am.

Lewis, Dustin Blake Sr. – Restraining Order Motion 
Hearing Case: CV-24-4144 Court Date: September 28, 
2026 at 1:30 PM

Lewis, Geoffrey Maurice - Restraining Order Motion 
Hearing Case: CV-24-4145 Court Date: September 28, 
2026 at 1:30 PM

Lewis, Maxina - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: CV-26-
2425 Court Date: September 14, 2026 at 9:30 AM

Nahsonhoya, Damian – Probate Hearing P-21-0007 
Court Date: September 18, 2026 at 2 PM

Notice -Unclaimed Property (Firearms) - Disposition 
Hearing Case: CV-26-4765 Court Date: September 
28, 2026 at 1:30 PM

Smith, Karilyn D. - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: CV-26-
4566 Court Date: September 21, 2026 at 10 AM

Wesley-Howard, Aristen Jared - Entry of Default 
Judgement/Order To Show Cause Case: CV-26-4227 
Court Date: October 13, 2026 at 9 AM

Williams, Bryann – Probate Hearing P-21-0007 Court 
Date: September 18, 2026 at 2 PM

BARKER, MARY
CV-26-4227

Southwest Mobil Storage v. Mary Barker
To: Mary Barker, RESPONDENT
1. A Complaint / Petition has been filed against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent 
if you do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must file a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default) Call 480-362-6315 for copy of 
documents. 

DATED this 4th of August, 2026.
CLERK OF THE SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN 
COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

BURNS, JESSICA 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

CF-23-0054
In The Matter Of:  K.R.Z. (D.O.B.: 2/19/2018)
To:  Jessica Burns - Guardian
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the 

above-entitled court on the 20th day of October, 2026 
at 9:30 A.M. in Court Room #1, and show cause why 
you should not be held in contempt for failing to appear 
for hearings on May 21, 2026 at 9:00 A.M. and June 
30, 2026 at 9:30 A.M. 

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

JUDGE ARISTINA SANCHEZ, SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT               

CASTRO, DAMIEN
CV-26-3249

Jaden Castro v. Damian Castro
To: Damien Castro, RESPONDENT
1. A Complaint / Petition has been filed against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent 
if you do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must file a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default) Call 480-362-6315 for copy of 
documents. 

DATED this 13th of July, 2026.
CLERK OF SALT RIVER PIMS-MARICOPA INDIAN 
COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

NOTICE - UNCLAIMED PROPERTY (FIREARMS) 
DISPOSITION HEARING: SEPTEMBER 28, 2026 

@ 1:30 P.M. 
SRPMIC COURT - JUDGE LITTLE
TO: Anyone who may have a claim of ownership in a 

firearm in the care and custody of the Salt River Police 
Department. 

On June 10, 2026 the SRPMIC Office of the General 
Counsel on behalf of the SRPD filed a Petition for 
Forfeiture of Abandoned Firearms to the Salt River 
Police Department, ("Petition") requesting to have all 

the unclaimed items listed with their Petition be forfeited 
to the Community to be properly disposed of. 

The Petition and list can be found at this link: https://
srpmic-nsn.gov/wpcontent/uploads/2026/08/Non-
Monetary-Unclaimed-Property-List-8-18-2026.pdf 

On September 28, 2026 at 1:30 p.m. the SRPMIC Court 
will hold a hearing before Judge A. Little to address the 
firearms listed in the Petition. Any individual claiming 
ownership of any property in the list is required to 
attend the hearing.

SALAZAR, D’ANGELO 
CV-26-0112

In The Matter of:  A.M.S. (D.O.B. 9/28/2015)
To: D’Angelo Salazar, RESPONDENT/PARENT
1. A Complaint / Petition has been filed against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent 
if you do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must file a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default) Call 480-362-6315 for copy of 
documents. 

DATED this 27th of July, 2026.
CLERK OF SALT RIVER PIMS-MARICOPA INDIAN 
COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

WESLEY-HOWARD, ARISTEN 
CV-26-4227

Country Club Cars v. Aristen Wesley-Howard
To: Aristen Wesley-Howard, RESPONDENT
1. A Complaint / Petition has been filed against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent 
if you do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must file a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default) Call 480-362-6315 for copy of 
documents. 

DATED this 6th of August, 2026.
CLERK OF THE SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN 
COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

WESLEY-HOWARD, ARISTEN 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

CV-26-4227
Country Club Cars v. Aristen Wesley-Howard
To:  Aristen Wesley-Howard, Respondent
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the 

above-entitled court on the 13th day of October, 2026 
at 9:00 A.M. in Court Room #1, and show cause why 
you should not be held in contempt for failing to abide 
by Default Judgment Order. 

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

ORDERED: August 21, 2026. 		
JUDGE ARISTINA SANCHEZ, SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT               

LEGAL NOTICES DEFAULT NOTICES 

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS DEADLINES
       ISSUE      		  DEADLINE AT NOON

	 SEPTEMBER 17	 SEPTEMBER 4
	 OCTOBER 1	 SEPTEMBER 18
	 OCTOBER 15	 OCTOBER 2
	 NOVEMBER 5	 OCTOBER 16
	 NOVEMBER 19	 NOVEMBER 6
	 DECEMBER 3	 NOVEMBER 20
	 DECEMBER 17	 DECEMBER 4	

SEND INFORMATION TO O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
at oodhamactionnews@srpmic-nsn.gov 

For more information please call (480) 362-7750.

3rd Quarter 2026 ELIGIBILITY DEADLINE:  
September 30, 2026 

Must be eighteen (18) years old, enrolled, and living to be eligible for the October 2026 General Welfare Payout.

DEADLINES  FOR CHANGES
Direct Deposit Start-Ups and Changes: Friday, 
October 16th at 5:00 PM. This deadline is for new 
start-ups for direct deposit or changes to existing 
information. All forms MUST be submitted with a 
“VOIDED” check or statement from the bank with the 
Routing and Account Numbers. 
Forms received by this date will be effective for the 
OCTOBER 2026 payout. Forms received after this 
date will not be effective until the JANUARY 2027 
payout.

Discontinue Direct Deposits: Friday, October 
16th at 5:00 PM. This deadline is to discontinue an 
existing direct deposit.
***Failing to notify the General Welfare department 
when an account is closed may delay your payment.
General Welfare Eligibility: Tuesday, October 
20th at 5:00PM. This deadline is for submitting 
the Adult SRP-MIC Member’s General Welfare 
Information Certificate. Forms received by this date 
will be effective for the October 2026 payout. Forms 
received after this date will not be processed until 
the first week of November 2026.

If you have any questions regarding:
-Tribal ID, General Welfare Eligibility & Change Forms:  Membership Services @ (480) 362-7600 

-Direct Deposits:  Finance-Per Capita (General Welfare) @ (480) 362-7710

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
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Wednesday, November 11, 2026
Staging @ 7:00am | Parade Starts @ 9:00am

Honoring Heroes, 
Strengthening
Communities.

Applications must be submitted by Friday, 
October 16, 2026 at 5:00pm or until filled.

To register, scan QR Code or visit 

tinyurl.com/VetsParadeSR

Join us along Longmore Road to cheer on the Veterans! You're invited after the 
parade at the Salt River Community Building for the Veterans Day Program and 

the announcement of the parade winners!

5 JUDGING CATEGORIES
• Most Patriotic
• Most Creative

PARADE THEME

Questions? Contact Veteran Service Office: 480-362-7884 or email veteranevents@srpmic-nsn.gov

• Best Overall
• Best Walking

• Most Veterans 
Representation

LONGMORE RD.PARADE
END

DIRT LOT

SR COMM. 
BLDG

PARADE
START

SR JUSTICE
CENTER

PARKING LOT

PARADE ROUTE

Above: Members of the SR-CERT program.
Below: Salt River-Community Emergency Response Team graduates nine.  Courtesy photos. 

Emergency Management Highlight:  
National Preparedness Month 2026

BY TERRY NELSON
SRPMIC Emergency Management Coordinator

September is National Prepared-
ness Month, and this year’s theme is 
“Americans Stand Ready,” where the 
focus is on celebrating and encourag-
ing American resourcefulness and civic 
responsibility. This campaign is aimed 
at having individuals taking charge of 
their own readiness. 

The following are shared ideas that 
capture how we can take pride in our 
ability to protect ourselves and our 
families by working together to recover 
from disasters:

• Americans stand ready to uphold 
our patriotic duty: When individu-
als are prepared and self-reliant, we 
can bolster the work our brave first 
responders do to help people on their 
worst day.

• Americans stand ready to protect 
our family and friends: We know best 
how to keep our loved ones safe when 
things go wrong.

• Americans stand ready to help 
our communities: Taking a proactive 
approach to get your community ready 
contributes to the nation’s resilience.

The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) and your SRP-

MIC Emergency Management team 
encourage you to take steps to stand 
ready and protect yourselves and your 
families as you prepared to respond 
and recover from disasters by working 
together. 

For more information about National 
Preparedness Month or to obtain addi-
tional resources related to this year’s 
campaign please feel free to visit www.
ready.gov or contact SRPMIC Emer-
gency Management at (480) 362-7927 
or by emailing Emergency.Manage-
ment@srpmic-nsn.gov.

Emergency Response Team Welcomes Class 9
BY TERRY NELSON

SRPMIC Emergency Management Coordinator

The Salt River Fire Department’s 
Emergency Management Division 
continues to support the coordination of 
the Salt River–Community Emergency 
Response Team (SR-CERT) program 
and has continued offering the CERT 
Basic Course within the Community 
where they recently graduated its ninth 
class. Class 9 completed 20 hours of 
training, and all passed the required test 
to become Basic certified. All CERT 
members continue to receive training on 
disaster preparedness; fire suppression, 
light medical operations, light search 
and rescue, disaster psychology, and 
team organization.

The program has grown and consists 
of 62 trained individuals comprised 
of Community members, SRPMIC 
employees, enterprise and business 
employees and other citizen volunteers 
from outside the Community. Because 
our SR-CERT is a nationally recognized 
program our instructors can certify all 
members of these groups within the fire 
department. 

A small handful of our SR-CERT 
members have successfully integrated 
into exercises and events throughout the 
Community. Examples of these events 
include filling volunteer roles during 
Earth Day and Fall Overhaul; support-
ing traffic wayfinding during SRFD 
planned events; and playing actor/vic-
tim roles during exercises involving first 
responders. These events and operations 
require a large staffing footprint where 
members are easily augmented into var-
ious roles; provided on-the-job training 
and augmented into Incident Command 
structured teams. 

The program also continues to pro-
vide on-going training to its members 
in various areas to include weather 
preparedness, electrical safety, personal 
preparedness, and incident command to 
further create resilience. The goal is to 
provide opportunities to educate indi-
viduals on how to care for themselves, 
individual families, and neighbors 
during times of significant emergencies 
experienced within their communities. 

SR-CERT members not only become 
part of a locally recognized team but are 
in large part connected to a network of 
volunteers who are tied into informa-
tion sharing through the CERT program 
where they have access to ongoing edu-
cation and training through established 
partnerships.

For additional information related to 
SR-CERT and how to get involved in 
disaster volunteer opportunities contact 
SRPMIC Emergency Management at 
(480)362-7929 or at Terry.Nelson@
srpmic-nsn.gov. 
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station, serving the Community.
“This wall will permanently rec-

ognize those who helped make this 
project possible and represent the part-
nership, dedication and craftmanship 
required to transform an idea into fa-
cilities that will serve for generations,” 
Mink explained.

Council member Cheryl Doka pro-
vided some remarks about the project.

“Projects don’t just happen because 
of one team; they happen because of 
the many who are working toward a 
common goal,” said Doka. “Today’s 
ceremony is about recognizing the 
people behind these projects …. We 
appreciate the effort each person has 
contributed, and we are proud of what 
we accomplished together.”

The 94,538-square-foot campus 
will provide the SRFD with a modern 
facility that is designed to support 
emergency response, provide firefighter 
wellness and host ongoing training for 
years to come.

And now that the top beam is in 
place, the construction process will 

transition to the next phase, which 
includes roof installation, interior 
walls, windows, mechanical and 
fire protection systems, and interior 
finishes. 

Andrew Michel spoke on behalf 
of Perlman Architects, which han-
dled project design. He explained 
that, when combined, Station 
295 and the Resource Building 
next door will handle emergen-
cy response, command, special 
operations, fire prevention, logis-
tics, maintenance and long-term 
readiness in one location. 

“This facility represents one of 
the most significant investments in 
the public safety infrastructure in 
the history of the Salt River Fire 
Department,” said Michel.

“It is designed to improve emer-
gency response, protect our mem-
bers, preserve Community assets, 
strengthen readiness and position 
this department’s immediate needs of 
the Salt River Community.”

After the ceremony, guests took 
guided tours through the construction 
site. Markers were available for those 
who wanted to sign and write messages 

on the designated wall on the south 
side of the building. 

Fire Department Marks Topping-Out Ceremony

BY ANDREEA MIGUEL
O’odham Action News

andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov 

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community member Jesse Thomas 
works as a licensed barber in Queen 
Creek. The idea of pursuing that career 
came to him from his own barber when 
Thomas was fresh out of high school 
in 2022. 

The process began with a talk with 
his mother about the idea. Together, 
they visited Salt River Higher Educa-
tion to take the necessary steps. Higher 
Education is a program designed to 
aid Community members in pursuing 
college, university and vocational 
education.

Giving back to the Community was 
something Thomas had always wanted 
to do. So, he decided to offer free hair-
cuts to the kids going back to school in 
the Community. 

“I knew that there was something I 
had to offer [in return for the Commu-
nity] investing in me,” said Thomas.

The haircuts idea struck Thomas in 
July of last year. However, instead of 
rushing to get things in order for the 
beginning of the 2025-2026 school 
year, he decided to take a step back 
and prepare an event for the next year, 
offering the haircuts in August 2026. 

The event was held Aug. 9-11 at the 
Courtyard Marriott in Scottsdale. And, 
as an addition, Thomas also donated 
school supplies and backpacks. 

About the haircut event, Thomas 
said, “It was super fulfilling. I felt 

really good about it. It made me feel a 
sense of happiness that I’m able to do 
something like this for [Community 
kids].

“Just seeing the looks on their faces 
after I cut their hair was really fulfill-
ing, and so were the smiles on their 
parents’ faces. To be able to give back 
in this way means a lot to me because 
it’s something I always wanted to 
do, and for it to be happening was so 
surreal.” 

Thomas hopes that offering free 
haircuts is something he can continue 
for many years to come.

“I can’t wait to do it again,” he said.

Attendees took turns writing heartfelt messages on the south end of the building.

Guided tours were available before the ceremo-
ny ended.

Council member Cheryl Doka made remarks 
during the ceremony.

Salt River Fire Department Chief Deputy Mike Mink shared opening remarks.

Jesse Thomas gave free hair cuts to elementary school students starting the new school year. 

Continued from front page

A fresh cut is a great way to start a fresh 
school year. Photos courtesy of Jesse 
Thomas.

Back-to-School Haircuts Offered to Students
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Ak-Chin Runner Visits O’odham Action News
BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE

O’odham Action News
juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

Staff from O’odham Action News, 
Gila River Indian News and the Ak-
Chin Runner have been discussing 
plans to enhance collaborations be-
tween the four sibling tribes. 

During the annual Indigenous 
Journalists Association conference, this 
year held in Portland, Oregon, in July, 
staff members from the three news-
rooms began brainstorming various 
ideas and plans for how the newsrooms 
can collaborate. 

A fourth O’odham newspaper 
publication, The Runner, began as the 
Papago Runner in September 1976 and 
covered the Tohono O’odham Nation. 
They changed their name to The Run-
ner in the early 1990s before publish-
ing their final issue on Dec. 17, 2021. 
As of August 2026, that community 
doesn’t have a regular newspaper. 

On Aug. 13, staff from the Ak-Chin 
Runner traveled to the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community for 
a daylong training that included a brief 
tour of the Two Waters complex, the 
Council chambers, the Round House 
Café and the Huhugam Ki: Museum. 

Ak-Chin Runner Editor Raychel 
Peters; photojournalists Robert Miguel, 
Megan Quintero and Kristen Villegas; 
and graphic design artist Eliza Santiago 
spent the day with OAN staff, learning 
the inner workings from the department 
while spending hands-on time with 
some of the equipment and tools OAN  
utilizes. 

Quintero and Villegas also record-
ed a podcast episode with OAN news 
reporters Chris Picciuolo and Juan Ysa-
guirre. Be sure to check OAN’s podcast 
feed for the episode. 

Later, the Ak-Chin group was treated 
to lunch from the award-winning The 
Stand, a first for many from the Ak-
Chin team. 

As the Ak-Chin group began to 
travel back home, Miguel ran into his 
friend, SRPMIC President Martin Har-
vier. The two men gave each other hugs 
and spent a few moments catching up. 
Miguel served previously as chair of 
the Ak-Chin Indian Community.

In the coming months, the three 
media outlets will continue to network 
and share resources to help create a 
stronger and more united front when 
covering O’odham and Piipaash rela-
tives in their respective newspapers. 

From L to R: Front Row: Robert Miguel, Raychel Peters, Eliza Santiago and Megan Quintero.  
Back Row: Juan Ysaguirre, Kristen Villegas and Chris Picciuolo.  
Not pictured: O’odham Action News staff Dalton Walker, Andreea Miguel, Zoe Hernandez and Kari Haahr. 
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dba  Salt River Materials Group, 
both divisions of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

FOR THE COMPLETE SRPMIC 
CALENDAR,  

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW:

ONGOING
AAR AFTERNOONS, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 

1-3 p.m., Ske:g Himdag Ki: Senior Room. 
Engaging games, crafts and events for 
community members ages 18-54 with 
intellectual, physical and emotional needs. 
Questions? SSDAdultAdaptiveRecreation@
srpmic-nsn.gov

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP, 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month from 11 a.m. 
– 12 p.m. in room 3104 (Cloud), 3rd floor 
of RPHC. This free, confidential, and safe 
group of individuals support one another 
by utilizing their collective experiences 
and learned wisdom. This gathering is for 
adults diagnosed with diabetes. For more 
information, contact (480) 362-3355.

REZ READERS, Third Thursdays through April. 
Looking for a good book and a nice place to 
talk about it? Then come join Community 
Recreational Services and Salt River Tribal 
Library for the new Rez Readers Book Club. 
A club where we will focus on native 
authors and themes for fiction to some 
non-fiction reads and engage in some great 
conversations a we all share our insight, 
thoughts and experiences throughout each 
book. Starting February 19th, Rez Readers 
will meet every 3rd Thursdays, February - 
April from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Copies of 
the books will be available for check out 
(while supplies last). Questions Contact 
480-362-6600 / Triballibrary@SPRMIC-nsn.
gov

TAI CHI FOR SENIORS, Tuesdays, 9-10 a.m., 

Ske:g Himdag Ki: Senior Room. This 
ancient Chinese martial art uses slow and 
continuous movements to improve the 
mind and body. For seniors 55+ and adults 
with adaptive needs.

LOVE AND HARMONY COUPLES GROUP, 
Tuesdays | 4:30 PM – 6:00 PM | Behavioral 
Health Services, River People Health Center. 
Ready to strengthen your relationship and 
build deeper connection? Join our Couples 
Group, based on Dr. John Gottman’s The 
Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work. 
Learn practical tools to: Improve communi-
cation; Resolve conflicts; Deepen intimacy; 
Navigate challenges around family, work, 
and more. Call (480) 362-5707 to learn 
more or sign up today.

NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP, First  
Wednesday of each month from 12 p.m. – 1 
p.m. at RPHC 3rd Floor, Room 3203. Con-
tact (480) 278-7742 for more information. 

WELLBRIETY 12 STEP AND MEDICINE 
WHEEL, Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30 
a.m. – 11 a.m. at RPHC. Wellbriety is a 
Native American recovery fellowship that 
blends spiritual practice with the 12-Step 
program. Its approach to recovery focuses 
on healing and is rooted in the Teachings 
of the Medicine Wheel, the Cycle of Life, 
and the Four Laws of Change. Wellbriety 
emphasizes creating new thought patterns, 
attitudes, and feelings about sobriety 
based on traditional concepts and Native 
American teachings.

TALKING CIRCLE FOLLOWING WELLBRIETY, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Following the Wellbriety session, partici-
pants are invited to join the Talking Circle 
to share insights and experiences related to 
living in recovery and honoring traditional 
practices, including fellowship, community, 
and connection. 

CRAFT COMMUNITY REINFORCEMENT AND 
FAMILY TRAINING, Support group for 
families of loved ones battling substance 
abuse/addiction/dependance. Fridays 4 
p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at RPHC Room 3106 (3rd 
Floor) For More Information please contact 

Shea Hinton at (480) 362-2739.
HELPING HANDS HALF OFF FOR SRPMIC 

MEMBERS, Every Friday Community 
members get 50% off at Helping Hands. 
Open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., closed 12 p.m. - 1 
p.m. for lunch at 10213 E. Osborn Rd. Call 
480-362-5625 for more information. 

BEADING CIRCLE, Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. - 8 
p.m. at Salt River Tribal Library inside Ske:g 
Himdag Ki:. Open to enrolled SRPMIC 
members and Ske:g Himdag Ki: members. 
Call 480-362-6600 for more information. 

CREATIVE WRITING GROUP, Every 1st Thurs-
day of the Month, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at 
Lehi Community Building Room 109. This 
Group provides a creative environment to 
learn and explore prompt writing, literary 
discussion, and guest writers/authors. All 
genres and levels welcome. Open to adult 
Community Members and Ske:g Himdag 
Ki: members. For more information, call 
480 362-6600.

ELEVATING ELDERS, Thursdays, 9-10 a.m., 
Ske:g Himdag Ki: Senior Room. Physical 
Fitness Specialist Nevelle Howard leads a 
fun, energizing class that boosts strength 
using body weight and light dumbbells. 
For seniors 55+ and adults with adaptive 
needs.

 YOGA FOR FALL PREVENTION, 2nd, 3rd and 
4th Wednesdays, 9-10 a.m., Ske:g Himdag 
Ki: Senior Room. Standing or chair options 
available. Guided movements improve 
strength, balance and flexibility. For seniors 
55+ and adults with adaptive needs.

VAṢAI GAKIDAG MAṢAD 
XLY’A XAMXMOK 

SEPTEMBER
4 GRANDPARENTS DAY AT ECEC, The 

Early Childhood Education Center believes 
grandparents are special and important. 
Join us on Grandparents Day Friday, 
September 4, from 10:00 - 11:30 am in 
your students’ classroom. A light meal and 
resources will be available in the Gathering 
Place for grandparents.

7 LABOR DAY - SRPMIC OFFICES CLOSED, 
Please plan accordingly.

8 FREE TRAINING FOR COMMUNITY RISK 
REDUCTION DIVISION, Hosted by the 
Community Risk Reduction Division, this 
free monthly training is open to all SRPMIC 
Community members and employees. 
Two Waters, Building A, Room 109 10:00 
am - 11:00 am Salt River Emergency Man-
agement: Personal, Home, and Community 
Preparedness training.

10 SAFE-TALK SUICIDE ALERTNESS 
TRAINING, Two Waters, Building A,  1:00 
PM - 5:00 PM. SRPMIC HHS Public Health 
invites community members and tribal 
employees to participate in safeTALK, a 
3.5-hour suicide alertness workshop 
designed to help you recognize individuals 
with thoughts of suicide and safely connect 
them with support resources. Eligibility: 
Open to Community Members & Tribal 
Employees. Requirement: A minimum 
of 10 participants is needed to hold the 
session. To reserve your spot, please 
contact either: Melanie Nosie: melanie.
nosie@srpmic-nsn.gov | (480) 362-6678 
or Vurlene Notsinneh-Bowekaty: vurlene.
notsinneh-bowekaty@srpmic-nsn.gov | 
(480) 362-2706

15 HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAM ORIEN-
TATION SESSION, Join Salt River Higher 
Education Program at our next scheduled 
orientation session on Tuesday, September 
15, from 4:00 - 5:00 pm in the Education 
Board Room (4836 N. Center St., Scottsdale, 
AZ 85256).  The Salt River Higher Education 
Program offers early college outreach, 
financial assistance, and education career 
advising to enrolled SRPMIC members 
through our orientation sessions! Let 
us help you meet your goals and our 
scholarship program application deadline! 
Call the Higher Education Program at 
480-362-2547 or email HigherEducation@
saltriverschools.org with any questions. 
Visit HE.SaltRiverSchools.org for the latest 
Higher Education Program information.

16 ACCELERATED LEARNING ACADEMY 
OPEN HOUSE, The foundation of the Accel-

erated Learning Academy is built on a sense 
of belonging, continuous improvement 
of student achievement, and preparation 
of post-graduation student outcomes. The 
Accelerated Learning Academy will host its 
annual Open House on Wednesday, Sept. 
16, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:40 p.m. Families 
will meet ALA teachers and staff, learn from 
school and Community departments, re-
ceive valuable resources, and join students 
for a delicious lunch! We’ll have prizes and 
giveaways while they last, so get there ear-
ly! Topics Presented by ALA Leadership: • 
Attendance, • Incentive Program, • School 
Expectations. Questions? 480-362-2130 | 
ALA.SaltRiverSchools.org

18 SKE:G HIMDAG KI: FUN FEST 2026, Join 
us for an evening of fun and community 
at the Himdag Ki Fun Fair from 5:00 pm to 
8:00 pm! The event will take place at the 
ballfield located at the Ske:g Himdag Ki: 
(Way of Life Facility). The Ske:g Himdag 
Ki: departments have planned an exciting 
night for youth and families, filled with 
activities and entertainment. For more 
information, please call the Youth Services 
Front Desk at (480) 362-6390. We can’t wait 
to see you there!

FOR THE LATEST DISTRICT 
MEETINGS SCHEDULE,  SCAN 

THE QR CODE BELOW:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Can you tell us a little about yourself? Tell us about your hobbies,
activities, and goals. 

My name is Kylee and I am 14 years old. I love to draw and paint. I
also enjoy spending time with my family. My goal in school is to
succeed and get good grades.

Why did you decide to participate in the WIOA Program?

I joined the WIOA program to gain knowledge and experience working
for a tribal enterprise.

What skills have you learned from working with SRMG?

The skills I learned working with SRMG are communication, customer
service, and teamwork. At SRMG I saw how everyone helped one
another to get the job done, they are always working together to
keep the company going.

How do you think this experience will help you with your future
career goals?

My experience with SRMG helped me improve my interpersonal skills
by working closely with the staff and customers. Having this skill will
help me in my future career as a tattoo artist because I will be
interacting closely with my clients and fellow coworkers.

Do you have any advice for other young people who come to SRMG?

Enjoy the field trips because they will help you understand the
business. The staff are nice and funny, which made going to work
entertaining.

HIGHLIGHTING YOUTH WORKERHIGHLIGHTING YOUTH WORKER

KYLEE ROMANKYLEE ROMAN

HIGHLIGHTING YOUTH WORKER

KYLEE ROMAN
SRMG THANKS
KYLEE FOR HER

HARD WORK THIS
SUMMER!
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