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The all-new housing development will feature 80-plus 
homes at the northwest corner of Chaparral Road and 
Dobson Road, near Scottsdale Community College.

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

The new Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community housing 
development will offer builder-grade homes for sale and new rent-
als at Chaparral and Dobson.

In 2024, the Community revealed its Mesquite Trails and Lonely 
Cactus townhome communities. Those were in addition to last 
year’s transitional housing community that the Community opened. 

On Dec. 11, 2025, the SRPMIC Council approved plans to 
construct 80+ new homes at the northwest corner of Chaparral and 
Dobson Roads, east of Scottsdale Community College. 

The subdivision’s site will have homes built in phases, each 

3 Takeaways:
•	 On Dec. 11, 2025, the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
Council approved plans to establish a new neighborhood of homes in the 
Community.
•	 Three styles of homes are available for SRPMIC members to purchase.
•	 Community members can help name the neighborhood. 

SRPMIC Approves 
Construction of New 
Housing Community 

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
Celebrates Spring Training’s Opening Day 

Continued on centerspread pages 10-11

3 Takeaways:
•	 For 15 years, the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community has hosted the spring training home opener 
at Salt River Fields. 
•	 Community royalty, artists, dancers, performers and 
singers participated in the pregame ceremonies for this 
year’s home opener on Feb. 20. 
•	 The Arizona Diamondbacks defeated the co-host of 

Salt River Fields, the Colorado Rockies, 3-2. 

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

The first official crack of a baseball bat was heard 
on Feb. 20, signifying the return of everyone’s favorite 
sport, baseball. 

As has been the tradition for 15 years now, the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community hosted 

SRPMIC Health and Human Services–Public Health Services Injury Prevention Coordinator 
Monte Yazzie stands in front of Injury Prevention signage at his office. As the lone Injury 
Prevention employee at SRPMIC, Yazzie's IHS TIPCAP team was recognized for the program's 
work in keeping the Community safe, receiving the 2024 National IHS Director's Award. 

SRPMIC Injury Prevention Program and 
TIPCAP Team Receive National Award

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

The Indian Health Service (IHS) Tribal Injury Prevention Coop-
erative Agreement Program (TIPCAP), which includes the SRPMIC 
Public Health Injury Prevention Program, received the 2024 National 
IHS Director’s Award.

SRPMIC Health and Human Services–Public Health Services In-
jury Prevention Coordinator Monte Yazzie was part of the team that 
was recognized. Also recognized was IHS Area Injury Prevention 
Program Manager Robert Morones.

The IHS Director’s Award recognizes service that has significantly 
advanced its mission and vision through work focused on the goals 
and objectives in the IHS Strategic Plan. These goals and objec-
tives are access, quality and management operations with particular 
emphasis on quality-improvement activities. 

“We are a part of that plan as being a recipient of the TIPCAP 
grant,” said Yazzie, referring to the SRPMIC Injury Prevention 
Program. 

Play Ball!Play Ball!Play Ball!

Photos by OAN Staff.

Ninth Annual Native Youth Identity 
Conference

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12
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Tele-tips & Tricks
InstallationInstallation

Support 
Mon-Friday
8AM-5PM

480.362.7150
Option 2

New Homesite Previous Service

3-Weeks (Complete Install) 2-Weeks (Complete Install)

We Will
Get Permits/SLA
Build Fiber Path
Install ONT/UPS
Contractor Installs Power
Test all service points

Install service into Residence

We Will
Verify Facilities
Verify Fiber Path
Test Facilities
Install service into residence

Enjoy Your new high-speed internet
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A R I Z O N A ’S  L I F E 
I S  O N  T H E  L I N E.

ARIZONA COULD BE FORCED INTO A DEVASTATING WATER SHORTAGE. 
The Upper Colorado River Basin (Colorado especially) wants to use MORE WATER from a shrinking river. 
Their plan is that Arizona would take massive additional cuts that will hurt our way of life. Our survival 

depends on a fair and balanced solution. Don’t let the Upper Basin wipe Arizona off the map.

C O A L I T I O N  F O RJOIN THE PLEDGE 
LET WASHINGTON HEAR YOUR VOICE
ProtectingArizonasLifeline.com

Injury Prevention and TIPCAP Team Receive 
National Award

Continued from front page

“This grant provides us with five 
years to integrate community-specific 
goals surrounding public health, and 
specifically injury prevention.”

TIPCAP is a national IHS program 
that provides grants to support injury 
prevention activities in tribal commu-
nities across the nation. 

As for why the SRPMIC pro-
gram was recognized, Yazzie cites 
the work that the program has done, 
which includes transportation safety 
for children and teens, opioid abuse 
prevention, and providing lockboxes 
and medication disposal bags. 

“We do yoga, tai chi, home as-
sessments and fall risk assessments 
for clients as well,” said Yazzie, who 
does it all by himself as the only 
Injury Prevention employee for the 
Community. 

“That capacity to bring in the dif-
ferent opportunities to help advance 
the health status and decrease injuries 
for the communities, it’s really been 
the mission of the Injury Prevention 
Program and TIPCAP program.” 

Yazzie has been the coordinator in 
this position for about 10 years. But 
he tells people the Injury Prevention 
Program can’t do the job by itself. 
Yazzie has a lot of great partners, he 
said. 

“In recognition of this award, there 
are so many different people we have 
to bring into the conversation, [in-
cluding] our Public Health leadership 
team, who’ve been very supportive of 
our efforts. Also, our Environmental 
Health team, our Diabetes Preven-

tion team, our WIC team, our disease 
investigators and our Community 
Health Nursing team have all been so 
beneficial as a team to have available 
to help with different efforts.” 

Yazzie is also grateful for the close 
partnerships with the Early Childhood 
Education Center, Social Services, the 
Salt River Police Department and the 
Salt River Fire Department.

“Congratulations Monte for your 
great work preventing injury and pro-
moting health and wellness through 
your work with the SRPMIC,” said 
SRPMIC Chief Public Health Officer 
Nancy Mangieri in a statement.

The IHS National Director’s 
Awards Ceremony will be held on 
March 27 at the IHS Headquarters in 
Rockville, Maryland. 

3 Takeaways:
•	 The SRPMIC Injury Prevention Pro-
gram under Monte Yazzie was recognized 
along with TIPCAP for the 2024 National 
Indian Health Service (IHS) Director’s 
Award.
•	 The award recognizes service that has 
significantly advanced the health system’s 
mission and vision through the IHS 
Strategic Plan.
•	 A ceremony will be held on March 27 
in Rockville, Maryland. 



O'odham Action News March 5, 20264

Located in the heart of the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community’s 
Entertainment District, The 
Pavilions at Talking Stick  
is a must-visit destination  
for families, foodies, and 
thrill-seekers alike.

iFLY Indoor Skydiving
Fly like a pro—no plane needed! 
Perfect for kids, adults, and 
adrenaline junkies alike. 
iFlyWorld.com/Phoenix

Bam Kazam
Escape rooms + obstacle  
zones + arcade vibes = 
unbeatable adventure 
BamKazam.com/Scottsdale

Slick City Action Park
Dry slides, big speed. Zoom  
through Tailspin or take the Fast  
Lane—no swimsuit required.  
SlickCity.com/AZ-Scottsdale

Pickleball at The Picklr
Join a league or just swing  
by—this indoor pickleball  
facility is a dream for players  
of all ages and skill levels.  
ThePicklr.com/Scottsdale-North

Bounce, Skate,  
and Tumble at KTR
A massive indoor playground 
for active kids and teens—and 
There’s even a toddler zone  
with dedicated mini zones.  
KTR-Centers.com/Scottsdale

Bowl in Style at Mavrix
Mavrix combines modern 
bowling with upscale dining.  
This family-friendly venue offers 
a summer season pass with perks. 
Mavrix Summer Season Pass

Octane Raceway
Octane Raceway is a high-speed 
dream. Enjoy electric kart racing, 
axe throwing, virtual reality 
gaming, and more. It’s high-
speed, high-stakes action. 
OctaneRaceway.com

Take a Swing at  
D-Bat Scottsdale
Swing into summer with batting 
cages, camps, and lessons for  
all ages. dBatScottsdale.com

Mini Golf with  
a 3D twist!
For something different, head 
indoors to a glow-in-the-dark, 
immersive mini-golf course that’s 
perfect for families. 
Imagine3dMiniGolf.com

PopStroke
Mini golf by Tiger Woods, plus 
food, drinks, and fun all day long. 
PopStroke.com/Scottsdale

#PavilionsFun Just off the  
101 & Indian Bend—all the cool 
fun’s at The Pavilions. 

Just off the 101 & Talking Stick Way | Visit PavilionsAtTalkingStick.com

Top Indoor Thrills to Beat the Heat 
The Pavilions at Talking Stick is your ultimate playground for summer fun!

DeRito_Odham_July2025_R1.indd   1DeRito_Odham_July2025_R1.indd   1 7/7/25   2:08 PM7/7/25   2:08 PM

Safe  |  Anonymous  |  Confidential | 24/7

Call or Text Call or Text 844-7NATIVE (762-8483)844-7NATIVE (762-8483)

StrongHearts Native Helpline is a safe, confidential and anonymous 
domestic and sexual violence helpline for American Indians and Alaska 

Natives offering culturally appropriate support and advocacy.

Chat online at Chat online at www.strongheartshelpline.orgwww.strongheartshelpline.org

This advertisement was produced by StrongHearts Native Helpline with Grant No 15POVC-23-GK-01582-TVAG, awarded by the Office for 
Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed 

in this ad are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
IS NEVER OKAY
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Can you solve the crossword puzzle? The answers to this crossword puzzle 
can be found in the stories throughout 
this issue of  O’odham Action News.  

Enjoy!

Across
2. Cultural Resources Outreach Coordinator.
4. Colorado Rockies vice-president of 
community and retail operations. 
10. Culture Teacher who was at the 
Traditional Storytelling Night.
11. Community Relations Office 
Communications and Marketing Specialist.

Down
1. SRPMIC Recreation Division Athletic 
Program Manager. 
3. The instructor for ‘Smart Tools for 
the Future: Using AI for Resumes and 
Scholarships’ during the Youth Identity 
Conference. 
5. The city in Maryland that will host the 
IHS National Director’s Award Ceremony 
in March. 
6. The first Tempe Union high school 
offering the Circle of Nations Pathway 
Program. 
7. This month is also known as Teen Dating 
Violence Awareness Month.
8. Culture Specialist who was also at the 
Traditional Storytelling Night. 
9. Gathering Of Native Americans acronym. 
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BY ZOE HERNANDEZ
O’odham Action News

zoe.hernandez@srpmic-nsn.gov

What better way to start off the 
2026 fiscal year than with a recogni-
tion breakfast? On Jan. 21, Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Hu-
man Resources hosted the first-quarter 
employee recognition event at the Great 
Wolf Lodge.

“Why are you here? Because you 
got recognized by somebody in your 
department for something you did re-
ally well,” began Steve Haydukovich, 
SRPMIC Human Resources director. 
Each quarter, employees from different 
departments are recognized for their 
dedication to the Community and the 
services they provide to our people.

Haydukovich believes that regardless 
of the job, everyone’s work matters and 
contributes to the greater whole of the 
organization. “When your work mat-
ters, it means you matter, and so I think 
it’s important to recognize everything 

that you do matters, even as insig-
nificant as you think it might be. That 
really gives meaning to your service to 
the Community,” said Haydukovich. 

Community Relations Office Com-
munications and Marketing Specialist 
Katerina Thomas was very honored to 
be recognized. She said, “At just 10 
months into my time with the Com-
munity, I’m grateful for the opportunity 
to contribute to meaningful work and 
support initiatives that strengthen com-
munication and engagement.” Thomas 
also expressed her thanks and plans 
within the Community. “I’m thankful 
for the guidance and support of my 
leadership team and colleagues, and I 
look forward to continuing to grow in 
my position and take on new opportuni-
ties,” she said.

SRPMIC President Martin Harvier 
and Vice-President Ricardo Leonard at-
tended the morning celebration. Harvier 
discussed how to view the work you 
do in a positive way. He said, “I think 
people ask you to do things a lot of 

the time because they know it’s going 
to get done and it’s going to get done 
right. So, when somebody asks me to 
do something, I look at it almost as an 
honor that they are asking me to do it, 
and I do the best I can.” 

Leonard thanked SRPMIC employ-
ees and mentioned how proud he was. 
He began, “It’s always a pleasure to be 
here and to recognize all of you that 
have worked tirelessly. In my opinion, 
you are some of the very best in Ari-
zona working for us. I appreciate all the 
work you do.”

Community Manager Bryan Meyers 
closed out the morning recognition with 
a few words. 

“It’s too easy in life to hear about the 
negative things and it’s just too easy 
to take things for granted. One of the 
things that I love about this Community 
is that they don’t take [their employees] 
for granted and they try to put things 
in action to continuously demonstrate 
appreciation for our employees.”

Community Development 
Department

Justino Balderrama
Lanell Poseyesva
Rachel Mendoza
Jennave Munoz

Human Resources Department
Marie Clark 
Delaine Johnson
Eli Johnson
Jose Nava
John Oliver 
Carmella Ramos
Heather Silversmith

Salt River Police Department
Orlando Calzadillas
Lawrence DiCarlo
Carlos Soto

Community Relations Office
Jessica Joaquin
Katerina Thomas
Juan Ysaguirre

Rockstar SRPMIC Employees Honored at Quarterly 
Recognition 

First-Quarter Employee Recognition 
Awards 

Salt River Schools Hosts Traditional Storytelling Night

SRES Culture Teacher Hilary Smith (right) tells the story "Xathlyway and the Fat Xma" while students act out the 
storyline.

Families wait in the cafeteria for the show to start at 
the Accelerated Learning Academy.

Lezarus Benally plays his role as Soam Ban (Brown 
Coyote) in the O'odham Legend 'Why Ban is the 
Color of Sand'.

Lennix Losey as Xathlyway (Coyote).

Ariana Waatsa as Scedag Ban (Blue Ban) in 
'Why Ban is the Color of Sand'.

Actors play their roles as Xma (Quail in Piipaash).

Celestina Rivers plays her role as Xma Shay (Fat 
Quail) in the Piipaash story 'Xathlyway and the 
Fat Xma'.

BY ANDREEA MIGUEL
O’odham Action News

andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

A special performance took place 
at Salt River Schools in February.

On Feb. 5, the Education Native 
Language and Cultural team hosted 
a night of traditional storytelling at 
the Accelerated Learning Academy 
lecture hall. Stories were told by 
Culture Teacher Teresa Gonzales 
and Culture Specialist Hilary Smith. 

Before the storytelling began, 
guests were invited into the cafete-
ria for a light meal. As the food was 
being served, the cafeteria filled 
with families and friends eager for 
the special performance that was 
about to begin. Girl Scout cookies 
were also available for sale outside 
the auditorium.

In the lecture hall, Salt River 
Elementary School students were 
preparing for their roles in the 
stories. This year, Smith shared the 
Piipaash story “Xathlyway and the 
Fat Xma,” narrating as students 
acted it out. After the first story was 
shared, the process continued as 
Gonzales narrated “Why Ban is the 
Color of Sand.”

The student actors received spe-
cial recognition not only for their 
acting talents but also for their hard 
work and dedication that went into 
the staging and costumes.

The night ended with flowers 
and congratulations from families, 
friends and supporters. 
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Colorado Rockies Continue Giving Back
BY ANDREEA MIGUEL

O’odham Action News
andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

The Colorado Rockies are one of many Major 
League Baseball teams that travel to Arizona for Cac-
tus League spring training. In fact, the Rockies and 
the Arizona Diamondbacks share the award-winning 
Salt River Fields at Talking Stick, which is located 
on tribal land. 

Every year, the Rockies, in collaboration with the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Rec-
reation Department, host an annual youth baseball 

clinic. This year the clinic was held on Feb. 17 at the 
Ske:g Himdag Ki: with more than 50 youth ages 6 to 
17 in attendance. 

The clinic gives kids the opportunity to learn and 
practice drills that test speed, agility, pitching, batting 
and fielding, key components that make a great base-
ball player. Participants were divided into five groups 
and dispersed to different areas of the field where 
skill stations were set up and run by Rockies staff 
and players. Rockies mascot Dinger the Dinosaur 
motivated and interacted with participants, keeping 
the atmosphere fun.

“We see some of the same kids year after year that 
are coming back. We watch them grow up every year, 
but also their baseball skills are getting better and 
they are improving,” said Jim Kellogg, Rockies vice-
president of community and retail operations. “It’s 
nice to know that we’re making a little impact and 
they’re having fun on a Tuesday night in February.”

At the end of the clinic, each child received a foam 
bat and ball from the Rockies so they can continue to 
practice the new skills they learned and have some-
thing to remember the night.

A pitching/throwing station was set up in left field.

Rockies players engaged with participants by asking 
questions.

Dinger the Dinosaur interacted with participants keeping the atmo-
sphere alive.

Stations to help speed and agility utilized ladders to 
enhance players skills.

The base running station showed participants how to hit before running bases.

Dinger the Dinosaur motivated participants at the  
hitting station located in right field.

Rockies players taught different drills at the Rockies 
Youth Clinic at the Ske:g Himdag Ki:.
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the annual spring training season opener at 
Salt River Fields at Talking Stick. The game 
showcased the two host teams, the Arizona 
Diamondbacks and the Colorado Rockies, and 
opening-day festivities featured a who’s who 
of Community artists, performers, singers and 
dancers. 

Before Diamondbacks pitcher Thomas Hatch 
took the mound, fans had the opportunity to 
meet Community artists Raeann Brown, Alice 
Manuel, Gabriel Martinez and August Wood; 
Jr. Miss Salt River Tiaré Begay-Smith; tribal 
elected officials; and many more representatives 
from the SRPMIC. 

Additionally, staff members from the Dis-
cover Salt River team were stationed at the 
front entrance, helping to educate both locals 
and out-of-town visitors about the cultures, 
traditions and enterprises that make up the 
Community. 

Brown, Manuel, Martinez and Wood had 
booths with their artwork at the front entrance 
of Salt River Fields. While the mother-and-
daughter duo of Brown and Manuel worked on 
their baskets,  Martinez demonstrated his leath-
erworking at the next table over. Wood was also 
posted nearby working on his various projects. 

“I’ve been out here several times,” said Wood 
as he worked on his latest pottery piece. “It’s 
always a good time to come out to share some 
of our traditional art with the people that are 
coming here and show them [that] we are still 
producing traditional pieces.”

Wood is no stranger to displaying his work; 
he was recently selected as the featured artist at 
the 2025 S’eḏav Va’aki Museum Indian Market. 

“It’s always good to be a part of this,” he 
added. 

Field Festivities 
The SRPMIC Basket Dancers performed 

on the field. Following their performance, the 
group Bird Singing and Dancing by the River 
also made an appearance, performing behind 
home plate. Afterward, members of the Salt 
River Police Department presented the colors. 

With only moments to prepare due to an 
unexpected last-minute change with the origi-
nally scheduled singer, Community member 
Bryce McGertt was selected to sing the national 
anthem. He rose to the occasion. “I had about 
an hour to prepare, but it was really cool to help 
out where it was needed,” he said. 

As the start of the game inched closer, 
Begay-Smith and SRPMIC Council member 
Su:k Fulwilder threw out the ceremonial first 
pitches, one to each team. The two received 
rousing applause as they made their way to the 
pitcher’s mound. 

As far as the pitches? Of course, each one 
made its way across home plate for a strike and 
landed in the gloves of Rockies and Diamond-
backs players.

Begay-Smith showed zero nerves while out 
on the pitcher’s mound. “It was really cool,” 
she said post-pitch. The moment served as the 
first time Begay-Smith had ever thrown out a 
ceremonial first pitch at a baseball game. Her 
father, Whitney Grey Jr., a renowned baseball 
expert and coach himself, smiled like a proud 
dad after his daughter threw a textbook strike 
from the mound in front of the stadium’s crowd. 

Additional Community showcasing included 
the sports photography debut of Rayann John-
son, a sixth-grader at Salt River Schools and 
a member of Salt River Elementary School’s 
Eagles Club photography group. 

After some collaborative help from O’odham 
Action News and Salt River Schools, Johnson 
received exclusive on-field access for all the 
pregame festivities to capture moments with 
her camera from her perspective. She also spent 
time in the media green room, soaking up the 
atmosphere and the experience of working 
behind the scenes at a Diamondbacks game 
with fellow media entities such as KPNX-TV 
channel 12 and the Major League Baseball Hall 
of Fame. 

Salt River Schools staff member Hannah 
Lewis was Johnson’s chaperone and ensured 
she was always safe. Lewis also helps teach the 
Eagles Club. Johnson and Lewis ended their 
day and celebrated a job well done with some 
sweet snacks from the concessions. 

To put the cherry on top of the day at Salt 
River Fields, the Diamondbacks took the first 
round and beat the Rockies to the tune of 3-2. 

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
Celebrates Spring Training’s Opening Day Play Ball!Play Ball!Play Ball! Continued from front page

Photos by OAN Staff

Raeann Brown and Alice Manuel demonstrate traditional basket-weaving. Gabriel Martinez shares O'odham leatherworking.

Bird Singing and Dancing by the River brought the energy during the pregame celebrations. The whole stadium moved as they took over home plate.

Salt River Fields Board representatives were recognized on the field during the pre-game 
celebrations.

Batter up! SRPD Color Guard presented flags before the national anthem.
One of the many smiles seen at Salt River Fields for 
Opening Day. Let's do it again next year!

Salt River Elementary student Rayann Johnson photographed Council member Su:k Fulwilder and Jr. Miss 
Salt River Tiaré Begay-Smith after they threw out the ceremonial first pitch.

The moment captured by Rayann Johnson.

Salt River Fields brought the vibes and the aesthetic.

Bryce McGertt was able to sing the national anthem 
after a last minute schedule change.

O'odham songs filled the loudspeakers from the multi-
generational singers on the field.

Spirits were warmed by songs and the sun alike. 

August Wood is renowned for his skills crafting Piipaash pottery.
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BY ZOE HERNANDEZ
O’odham Action News

zoe.hernandez@srpmic-nsn.gov 

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Youth 
Services and the Young River People’s Council brought 
a day of fun to the Ske:g Himdag Ki: on Feb. 7. Com-
munity students in grades 7 to 12 gathered for the ninth 
annual Native Youth Identity Conference.

The youth council kicked off the morning with a 
welcome from YRPC Vice-President Cruz Lasiloo, along 
with Miss Salt River Emma Scabby and a prayer by Jr. 
Miss Salt River Tiaré Begay-Smith. The focus for the 
day was cultural identity, self-expression, leadership and 
personal growth. 

“Most importantly, be yourself! This is a youth-cen-
tered space and your voice matters here,” said Lasiloo. 
Over the course of the day, students had the option to 
choose from different workshops being presented in four 
blocks. The opening was a physical session while the 
following workshop blocks were Traditional, Future and 
Modern, and were focused on culture and success for 
emerging leaders.

To get the blood flowing and the minds moving, 
students first participated in a physical wellness session, 
which consisted of stretching and both male and female 
traditional games. After some fun in the sun, students 
enjoyed a familiar meal for lunch: green chili pork with 
lazy bread, beans, and squash and cheese. 

The Traditional workshop block was next, in which 
students had four different workshops to choose from. 
Natasha Martinez led the “Etched in Tradition: O’odham 
Shell Etching” workshop. Students were provided shells 
and were introduced to the blending of modern and 
historical etching techniques. Isaac Lopez led “Say It in 
O’odham: Learning to Introduce Yourself.” The focus of 
this workshop was for students to become more com-
fortable speaking with others by practicing introducing 
themselves in a supportive and welcoming environment. 
The YRPC girls offered a workshop titled “O’odham 
Shell Necklace Making.” Students were educated about 
the significance of shells in O’odham culture and made 
their own necklaces to take home. Rounding out the 
choices among the Traditional workshops was a hands-
on lesson on how to make cemait (tortillas) with Alyssa 
Rodriguez.

Next up was the Future block, which consisted of life 
skills and leadership workshops. Vurlene Notsinneh-
Bowekaty shared tips in a workshop titled “Healthy Re-
lationships: Understanding Teen Dating Violence.” She 
focused on learning the signs of teen dating violence and 
how to build healthy relationships. John Paul Saspe host-
ed “Smart Tools for the Future: Using AI for Resumes 
and Scholarships.” In this workshop, students learned 
how they can use artificial intelligence to build resumes 
and explore scholarships. Crystal Banuelos shared how 
to start a career pathway using the Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Act (WIOA) in her “Pathways to Your 
Future: Careers and WIOA Opportunities” workshop. 

After that, the Modern workshop block focused on 
creativity and expression. “Color Your Culture: Spray 
Paint Mural” was hosted by Natasha Martinez to teach 
students basic spray-painting skills while using collabo-
rations to express creativity in community and culture. 
Saspe led “Wear Your Art: T-Shirt Design,” where 
students learned how to turn their own artistic ideas 
into wearable clothing. Council member Su:k Fulwilder 
shared her experiences with expressing herself through 
poetry in her “Finding Your Voice: Poetry and Self-Ex-
pression” workshop. 

At the end of the day, YRPC members shared their 
closing remarks. Council  member Su:k Fulwilder was 
the keynote speaker for the event. She began, “You 
know this conference is about Native identity, and I want 
you to take that home with you. Always be proud of who 
you are and where you come from; it does not matter 
the tribes you are. I know some of you probably have 
other tribes, like myself; you might be mixed with other 
nationalities, and that’s okay.” 

Fulwilder wanted the students to cherish themselves. 
“What defines you as a Native person isn’t your blood 
quantum or what skin tone you are. What qualifies you 
is just how much heart you have and how much you love 
yourself and how much you love your people,” she said.

The day concluded with the O’odham Going Home 
Song performed by YRPC members. 

To learn more about SRPMIC Youth Services and the 
Young River People’s Council, call (480) 362-6390.

Continued from front page

Ninth Annual Native Youth Identity Conference
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EPOLICE
18+ EVENT

Spots are limited, register now!
SRPDcet@srpmic-nsn.gov

Curious about what really goes on behind
the badge? 

 
The SRPD Citizens Police Academy is a

hands on, weekend-long experience.
Participate in scenarios, ask questions,

and gain a deeper understanding of
policing today.

APRIL 10  - APRIL 12  TH THAPRIL 10  - APRIL 12  TH TH

APPLICATION DEADLINE

MARCH 27TH

APPLICATION DEADLINE
MARCH 27TH

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

“Let’s take a little time to all learn together, all 
right?” Cultural Resources Department Outreach 
Coordinator Cody Achin asked a group of seasonal 
spring training employees at Salt River Fields on Feb. 
10.  

Achin led a call-and-response. 
“Start with that first word,” he said, pointing to the 

greeting displayed on the screen.
“Ske:g.” 
The group followed his cue.
“Ske:g,” a few voices echoed. 
“O’odham speakers—every one of you already,” 

Achin joked.
Two groups of front-of-the-house seasonal em-

ployees gathered at different times for the Cultural 
Awareness Program led by Achin to learn about the 
history, culture and language of the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community ahead of the spring 
training season.

As front-facing staff, they are often the first people 
who greet Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity members and their relatives attending baseball 
games.  

The greetings the employees learned 
were Ske:g Taṣ (“good day” in O’odham) 
and Kamduum? (“how are you?” in 
Piipaash). 

The Cultural Awareness Program, 
also known as CAP, began two years ago as a joint 
initiative between the SRPMIC Community Develop-
ment Department’s tourism division, Discover Salt 
River, and the Cultural Resources Department. 

The program has worked with a variety of busi-
nesses within tribal boundaries to provide an edu-
cational space for employees, business owners and 
business partners to learn about the Community’s 
history, culture and language, said Salt River Tourism 
Supervisor Jessica Sepulveda.

“We believe the Cultural Awareness Program is 
vital in sharing the message that while we technically 
have a ‘Scottsdale’ address, we are the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community,” said Sepulveda. 

“The language presentation given today by Cody 
Achin was an invitation to Salt River Fields staff to 
use our language and welcome guests to Salt River 
Fields during the upcoming spring training season.”

Achin gave the group “a firsthand okay” to say the 
greetings in the Community’s languages.

“We’re giving you that space,” Achin told the 
employees. 

“We’re giving you that time to make mistakes, and 
it’s okay if you are not perfect at it. We’re only ask-
ing as a community that you at least try.”

As employees practiced the words, some pulled 
out their phones to record the pronunciations of the 
greetings. 

But greetings weren’t the only topic. Achin also 
touched upon the history of Native American board-
ing schools and the generational trauma and damage 
that the schools have caused. 

“These kids were often taken from their families 
as young as 2 or 3 years old, placed and housed 
[in boarding schools] until they graduated between 
the ages of 18 and 26, depending on when [school 
leaders] deemed them [fully assimilated],” Achin 
informed the group, before going into more graphic 
detail of what the children went through. 

Achin shared with the group that many of those 
students eventually became parents who taught their 
own children to speak English only, in an effort to 
protect them from enduring the same suffering they 
had.

He tied the boarding schools lesson to the Commu-
nity’s greetings, reminding them how even the simple 
gesture of using greetings in O’odham and Piipaash 
can make a big and lasting impact on Community 
members and the general population. 

“It wasn’t that long ago that our parents and grand-
parents were in these schools, and so even though 
those schools are shut down, and even though these 
atrocities aren’t happening anymore, the effect of 
these boarding schools is still being felt today,” said 
Achin.

“It’s a big reason why we don’t have as many 
speakers as we could, and why we’re still trying to 
pick up the pieces just teaching people the basics.” 

Armed with a deeper cultural understanding of the 
Community on which Salt River Fields is located, 
the employees are now ready to greet the Community 
throughout the upcoming spring training season.

“The feedback we received from the Salt River 
Fields staff that attended the presentation was incred-
ible, and they are all very eager to greet guests in our 
languages,” said Sepulveda. 

“We are looking forward to hearing it this season 
and for the greetings to continue in future seasons.”

Cultural Awareness Program Informs Seasonal Employees Before Spring Training
3 Takeaways:
•	 Seasonal front-of-the-house employees 
learned about the history and culture of the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity.
•	 The Cultural Awareness Program is led 
jointly by Discover Salt River and the SRP-
MIC Cultural Resources Department.
•	 Cody Achin taught the employees about the 
Community’s greetings and languages and 
the experiences Community members faced 
in boarding schools, among other topics.

Cultural Resources Department Outreach Coordinator Cody Achin introduces the Cultural 
Awareness Program to front-of-the-house seasonal employees at Salt River Fields at Talk-
ing Stick on Feb. 10. 

DISCOVER
SALT RIVER
PATTERNS

Ninth Annual Native Youth Identity Conference
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IF YOU ARE CONTACTED BY ICE REGARDING U.S. CITIZENSHIP

IF APPROACHED
OR DETAINED

NEED HELP?

IDENTIFICATION WHEN ID IS REQUIRED

PD Non-Emergency: 480-850-9320  

"I am a U.S. Citizen and a member of a federally recognized 
tribe. I choose to remain silent and request legal counsel."

HED
D

You do not have to answer questions. You may say:

Do not consent to searches. You may say:

"I do not consent to any searches."

• Do not resist

• You are not required to carry documents
• Copies may help (Tribal ID, CIB, State ID)

• If lawfully detained 
or arrested

• When driving

• Entering secure 
facilities

• By court order

• Do not sign anything
• Ask for a lawyer

• Stay Calm • Be respectful      • Do not argue or resist
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 Cemait/Modiily 2026

HUHUGAM KI: MUSEUM
480.362.6320
WWW.HUHUGAMKI.ORG @HUHUGAMKIMUSEUM

@HUHUGAMKI

MARCH 21: 8AM-2PM
TORTILLA CLASSES
TORTILLA ETIQUETTE
NATIVE FOOD SAMPLES
KITCHEN CRAFT ARTISTS
TORTILLA DEMONSTRATIONS 
FROM THE 4 SOUTHERN TRIBES

10005 E. OSBORN RD, SCOTTSDALE 85256
(Southeast Corner of Longmore & Osborn)

JOIN US FOR THIS YEAR’S EVENTS!
FOOD VENDORS
GAMES
TORTILLA BASICS
TORTILLA MAKER OLYMPICS
CHICKEN SCRATCH BAND:
wAILA STYLE 87

COME & SEE THE SUNRISE LIGHTING OF THE FIRES.
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7 STARS OF ARIZONA, LLC	
Concrete & Masonry construction, Gen-
eral contracting ROC#26357. Angela 
Willeford, (602) 889-7290 angelawill-
eford@sevenstarscompany.com
AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING 
RMG MECHANICAL		
Community Member owned business. 
One job done right the first time! 
We service all makes and models. 
#ROC310871. Bonded & Insured. Re-
becca Gonzales, (480) 334-1257/ (480) 
823-2802 Rmgmechanical@gmail.com
ART & MAX’S LANDSCAPING	
Free estimates mowing, service, 
sprinkler, repair, trimming tree clean 
up, maintenance. Max, (480) 667-9403 
art&maxlandscaping@gmail.com
ASTROS DETAILING LLC 
Interior & exterior car detailing, deep 
cleaning, stain & pet-hair removal. 
Mesa, AZ • Tribal Member Owned 
Call/Text: Brandon Malin, 480-388-
7964 
Instagram: @astrosdetailaz 
Book Online: astrosdetailing.setmore.
com
A&M VALLEY LANDSCAPING 
Landscaping and yard work services 
Navin Wood 
aandmvalleylandsc@gmail.com
A’S FAMILY LANDSCAPING	
Lawn Maintenance, Shrub/Tree Trim-
ming and Debris/Trash Removal. FREE 
ESTIMATES. L. Azule, (480) 467-8449
AU-AUTHUM KI, INC.		
Commercial construction. Margaret 
Rodriguez, (480) 250-7566
BOXING BEARS PHOTOGRAPHY	
Boxing Bears Photography is a photog-
raphy business based in Scottsdale, 
Arizona. We specialize in portrait 
photography and photo booths. Cody 
Wood, (480) 272-4035 boxingbears-
photography.com cody@boxingbears-
photography.com
DAJ NATIVE DESIGNS		
Printing, DTS, sublimation for drink-
ware and engraving www.dajcreations.
com 480-584-0401 dajnativedesigns@
gmail.com
DALIA’S LANDSCAPING		
Yard maintenance / tree trimming, 
sprinkler repairs and service. Sherry 
Harris, (480) 275-9934 / 		
daliaresendiz0815@icloud.com
DALLAS PROFESSIONAL PAINTING	
Commercial Painting Com-
pany, Licensed, Bonded, Insured, 
ROC#250102 David Dallas, (623) 337-
4070 david@dallaspropainting.com
DESERT’S EDGE, LLC		
Professional Landscaping Services 
and Maintenance Weekly, Bi-Weekly, 
Monthly, Clean Ups, Trimming, Sprin-
kler Repair & Grass Seeding. For a free 
estimate, call or text 480-646-2587

ERNIE’S CATERING		
Food catering for all your needs Ernie 
Lopez (chef and owner) (480) 907-
8945 erniescateringbusiness@yahoo.
com
GOODLIFE NUTRITION		
Healthy plant-based juices and smooth-
ies, meal-replacement options and 
event catering. Order online by visiting 
instagram! @goodlifeaz goodlife.nutri-
tion@yahoo.com (480)274-3306
HEAVENLY TOUCH CLEANING	
SRPMIC Member Owned and operated 
specializing in residential and commer-
cial cleaning services; get a  quote by 
phone or emailing contact information 
below. Yesika Saldivar-Zotigh, Owner 
(602) 301-9832 Heavenlytouch08@
yahoo.com
JOLYN’S HEALING HANDS, LLC 
Jolyn, a licensed massage therapist, 
provides relaxation, healing & wellness 
services. Jolyn S has been in the heal-
ing industry since 2009. Visit our site 
to book now! https://www.vagaro.com/
jolynshealinghands 
Phone: (480) 819-6831 
Address: 1800 E Rio Salado Pkwy 
Building 170 Suite #150, Tempe, AZ 
85288
KI: PROPERTY SERVICES	
Fully Licensed. Grading, Lot Clearing, 
Gravel Spread, Trash Haul, Landscap-
ing, General Home Repair. Call for 
Per Cap Specials! 480-369-2018 
ki.property.services81@gmail.com
LB’s HAIR SALON		
For all your hair needs. Over 30+ years 
of experience specializing in trending 
haircuts, color, highlighting, perms, 
blow dry’s and also manicures, pedi-
cures and facial waxing. Linda Baptisto, 
(602) 525-9142 hairbylindab@yahoo.
com
MOQUINO’S BODY & PAINT LLC.	
Auto Body Work and Paint LLC. Com-
munity Member 15% discount. Pete 
Moquino, (480) 236-3033 moquinoscu-
stompaint@yahoo.com
NATIVE CREATIVE APPAREL, LLC	
Native American themed clothing for 
babies, kids and adults. Design your 
own custom shirts Isaac Lopez, (480) 
410-8685 /(562) 761-9341 nativecre-
ativeapparel@gmail.com
NATIVE GROUND COFFEE	
A Native American coffee company 
from Salt River. Winter Wood, (480) 
522-8393 www.nativegroundcoffee.com
NATURES DEFENSE		
Do it yourself pest control. All organic, 
non-toxic, chemical free. Safe/effec-
tive against roaches, scorpions, fleas/
ticks, beetles, bed bugs and more! JB 
Cortez, (480) 453-9371 saltriverjb@
gmail.com
PIMA AWARDS PROMOTIONAL 
PRODUCTS, INC		
Promo items, silkscreen/embroider 
apparel, custom awards and printing 

services. 15610 N 35th Ave Ste #7 
Phoenix, AZ 85053 www.pimaawards.
com Ron Lee, (623) 271-8311
PIMARA CONSTRUCTION	
Civil & structural engineering. Virginia 
Loring, (480) 251-6849 vlpimara@cox.
net
PIIPASH SHELL		
4001. N. Pima Rd., Scottsdale, AZ Mi-
chael Smith- Owner Piipash LLC (480) 
947-6400 (store) piipash@hotmail.com
RED CACTUS PHOTOGRAPHY	
Professional Photography for all occa-
sions: business, commercial, extreme 
adventure, family gatherings, portraits, 
real estate, social media, sports, 
and weddings. D. Gonzales, (480) 
828-5863 redcactusphotography480@
gmail.com
RED MOUNTAIN ENGINEERING, LLC	
Full service civil engineering, surveying 
and consulting firm. Patrick D. Dallas, 
(480) 237-2708 www.redmtnengineer-
ing.com
REZHAWK TOWING & RECOVERY, 
LLC 
Please call for appointment. Lock out 
available Eric Schurz, (480) 735-9730 
rezhawktowingandrecovery@yahoo.
com
ROUGH COUNTRY HANDYMAN AND 
REMOVAL SERVICE 
Lester Loring 480-512-2262,  
RoughCountryHRS@gmail.com 
Mon-Sat, 7 am-6 pm (message after 6) 
Minor Home Repairs, doors/knobs 
maintenance, screens, small concrete 
installation/repair, small DIY projects, 
TV Mounting, Junk Removal Services, 
Debris Hauling, etc.  
SALT RIVER HOSPITALITY	
Food service, bar, janitorial equipment 
and supplies. J.B. Cortez, (480) 945-
0062 saltriverjb@gmail.com Location 1: 
Phoenix Park-N-Swap Location 2: The 
Spot on Camelback 
STAYSHONS CHEVRON		
Community Member owned business 
since 1994. Boyd Chiago, (480) 990-
2004
THE MAIN INGREDIENT		
Home and commercial quality kitchen 
supplies, open to the public. J.B. 
Cortez, (480) 945-0062 themainingredi-
entaz@gmail.com
THE SPOT ON CAMELBACK	
An Open Air Market And Multicultural 
Gathering! Handmade arts, crafts, 
and jewelry, clothing, tools, kitchen 
supplies, and more. JB Cortez  (480) 
945-0062  11514 E. Camelback Rd. 
Scottsdale, 85256 thespotoncamel-
back@gmail.com thespotoncamelback.
com 
VMK ENTERPRISES, INC	
Janitorial supplies. Sheryl@vmkenter-
prises.com

If we CANNOT contact you by phone or email, your business will be removed from the listing. 
Call O’odham Action News at (480) 362-7750 to have your business put back on the listing.

SALT RIVER BUSINESS LISTINGS
LEHI CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1452 E. Oak St. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Merrill Jones
(480) 234-6091
SERVICES: Visit us on Facebook Live 
and in person. Search for Lehi Church of 
the Nazarene.
Sun. School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.
Sun. Night Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Wed. Devotion Night 6:30 p.m.
SOAR Group 2nd & 4th Friday, 7 p.m.
Mon. night Prayer Meeting, 6 p.m.
Singspiration, last Sundays at 6 p.m.
FERGUSON MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH
1512 E. McDowell Rd. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Neil Price
(480) 278-0750
SERVICES: Sunday Worship Service, 
10 a.m. Now available through the Zoom 
app. Call church for Zoom ID. 
LEHI PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1342 E. Oak Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Annette Lewis
annette.f.lewis@gmail.com
(480) 404-3284
SERVICES: Sunday Services 10 a.m.,
Communion First Sundays at 10 a.m.
Birthday Sunday Potluck- Last Sunday of 
the Month, after services.
Youth Devotion/Music (bring your instru-
ments!) last 2 Saturdays of the month 
at 4 p.m.
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
PAPAGO WARD
2056 N. Extension Rd. Scottsdale
AZ, 85256
(480) 947-1084
SERVICES: Sunday service begins at 
10 a.m.
PIMA CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
12207 E. Indian School Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85256
Pastor Marty Thomas
(480) 874-3016/ Home: (480) 990-7450
SERVICES: Sunday service 11 a.m.
Lord’s Supper every first Sunday of
the month (potluck after)

SALT RIVER ASSEMBLY OF GOD
10657 E. Virginia Ave. Scottsdale, AZ 
85256
Rev. WinterElk Valencia 
(480) 947-5278
saltriveragchurch.com
SERVICES: Sunday Morning Prayer 10 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m., Thursday Bible 
Study 6pm
SALT RIVER CHURCH OF CHRIST
430 N. Dobson Rd. Suite 105
Mesa, AZ 85201
(720) 626-2171, Josh Austin
SaltRiverChurchofChrist.com
SERVICES: Bible Class 9:30 a.m. -10:30 
a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Sunday Bible Class 6 p.m., Bible Study 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.
Local transportation available, please call 
phone number above
SALT RIVER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 10125
Scottsdale, AZ 85271
E: SaltRiverPresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook
Pastor Charlotte Fafard
SERVICES: Sunday Service, 1 p.m.,
Communion first Sunday of the month
ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC MISSION
3090 N. Longmore, Scottsdale, AZ 
(602) 292-4466 (cell)
Administrator: Deacon Jim Trant
Parish President: Cindy Thomas
Father Peter McConnell and Father 
Antony Tinker
SERVICES: Sunday Mass 12 p.m.,
Holy Hours 1 p.m.
SOARING EAGLE MINISTRIES INTER-
NATIONAL (SEMI)
Marriott Courtyard, 5201 N. Pima Rd. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85250
Apostle Edward Chance
apostleeac@gmail.com
(480) 516-6509
SERVICES: 10 AM on Sundays
Visit us on Facebook Live, Wednesdays 
at 7 PM for Voice of Truth

VICTORY CENTER
1231 E Oak St. 
Mesa, AZ 85203
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz
480-427-4678
SERVICES: First and Third Tuesdays at 
6:30 p.m.
Follow us @vomsrvictorycenter on 
instagram
VICTORY OUTREACH CHURCH MESA 
5610 E. Main St. Mesa, AZ 85205
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz 
SERVICES: Sunday 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m., Youth Nights Tues-
day at 7 p.m.
visit vomesa.org for more service times, 
life group locations, and events
Follow us @vomesachurch on Instagram
MORNINGSTAR APOSTOLIC CHURCH
3263 E Guadalupe Rd, Gilbert, Arizona 
85234
Bishop Daniel Lizarraga and Pastor 
Jason Lizarraga
SERVICES: Sunday 2:30 p.m., Wednes-
day 8-11 a.m., Bible classes Wednes-
days at 7 p.m.
Visit msactruth.com for more
Follow us @morningstarapostolic on 
Instagram and on Facebook at facebook.
com/msactruth
REDEEMER APOSTOLIC CHURCH
200 E First St Mesa, AZ 85201
Pastors Santos and Andrea Navarrete 
https://www.redeemerministries.com/
SERVICES: Sunday 11 a.m. English, 
1:30 p.m. Spanish, Wednesday 7 p.m.

Please call the Church ahead of time to confirm information.
Information was correct at the time of print, however, services may have changed since then.

SALT RIVER CHURCH LISTINGS

News and Events In 
and Around Indian 

Country
BY DALTON WALKER

O’odham Action News
dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

Hoop Dancer Captures Third World 
Championship

Josiah Enriquez (Navajo/Pojoaque 
Pueblo/Isleta Pueblo) took first place in 
the adult division of the World Champi-
onship Hoop Dance Contest in February 
hosted by Phoenix’s Heard Museum. 
Enriquez is now a three-time champion.

Terry Goedel (Yakama/Tulalip) won 
first place in the senior division, Mateo 
Ulibarrí (Pojoaque Pueblo/Santa Clara 
Pueblo) won the teen division and Vic-
tor Duncan (Plains Cree/Taino/Apache/
Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara) was the 
youth division champion.

The popular contest was held over the 
Feb. 14 weekend. For full results and 
highlights, check the Heard Museum’s 
website.
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation 
Swears In New Leadership

The Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation 
in southern Arizona held an election in 
January and a swearing-in ceremony in 
February.

Paul J. Russell was sworn in again 
as vice president, Verlene Baptisto was 
sworn in as secretary for another term, 
and former tribal president Bernadine 
Burnette was sworn in as a tribal council 
member.

For photos of the swearing-in cer-
emony, check the tribe’s Facebook page.
NCAI Releases Final Resolutions

The National Congress of Ameri-
can Indians held its annual Executive 
Council Winter Session February 9-12 
in Washington, D.C.

Ten resolutions were submitted for 
consideration and four were adopted by 
NCAI’s Executive Committee. The reso-
lution is a policy mechanism utilized 
by NCAI that reflects its member tribal 
nations’ consensus opinions on policy.

To learn more about each resolution, 
check NCAI’s website.

Project DreamCatcher Program Ap-
plications Sought 

The deadline to apply for Project 
DreamCatcher is March 22. The busi-
ness development program is free to 
Native American women entrepreneurs. 

The Freeport-McMoRan Foundation 
created the program in partnership with 
Thunderbird School of Global Manage-
ment at Arizona State University.

Eligible participants must be an 
enrolled member of the Hualapai Tribe, 
Navajo Nation, San Carlos Apache 
Tribe, White Mountain Apache Tribe or 
Tohono O’odham Nation. While priority 
will be given to participants from these 
five tribes, enrolled members of other 
tribes in Arizona, including the Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity, also may apply.

The program is set for the week of 
May 3. Application materials can be 
found on the Thunderbird School of 
Global Management website. 
‘Dark Winds’ Is Back with New 
Season

The fourth season of the popular 
“Dark Winds” TV series premiered in 
February.

The show is set in 1973 on the Navajo 
Nation and follows tribal police officers, 
including actor Zahn McClarnon as Lt. 
Joe Leaphorn. The gritty series is based 
on a novel series.

The new season consists of eight 
hour-long episodes and can be watched 
on cable channel AMC. Reports are 
already indicating that season 5 filming 
is set to start later this year.
Native American Science and Engi-
neering Summer Program

The University of Arizona in Tucson 
is hosting the Native American Science 
and Engineering Program June 7-13.

The free program is designed to pro-
vide Native high school students with 
tools to pursue a career in the STEM 
fields of science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics.

Native students entering 11th or 12th 
grade are eligible to apply. The priority 
deadline is March 13. More details can 
be found at nasep.arizona.edu.
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Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. Editorials 
and articles are the sole responsibility of the authors, 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion, attitude or 
philosophy of O'odham Action News or the Salt River  
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

O'odham Action News encourages the submission 
of letters to the Editor. However, letters must be typed 
or printed clearly, and should include the writer’s name, 
address and phone number. This information is for 
verification only. Other submission of articles, artwork and 
photos are encouraged. O'odham Action News does not 
assume responsibility for unsolicited materials and does 
not guarantee publication upon submission.

O'odham Action News reserves the right to reject any 
advertising, material or letter submitted for publication.

Advertising rates are available on request. O'odham 
Action News does not endorse any product or services 
accepted as advertising on these pages. All contributions 
or information may be sent to:

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS
10,005 E. Osborn Road,
Scottsdale, AZ 85256

DALTON WALKER
MANAGING EDITOR 

(480) 362-3281
dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

CHRIS PICCIUOLO 
NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-6626
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov 

JUAN YSAGUIRRE
NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-7323
juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

ANDREEA MIGUEL
NEWS REPORTER - TEMP

andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

ZOE HERNANDEZ
NEWS REPORTER - TEMP

zoe.hernandez@srpmic-nsn.gov

KARI HAAHR
NEWSPAPER ASSISTANT

(480) 362-2698
kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
MAIN LINE (480) 362-7750

(Leave a message with your name and number 
and we will return your call)

ADVERTISING 
Call O’odham Action News for advertising info.

(480) 362-2698 / www.oodhamnews.org

DISTRICT A 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Jacob Butler 

DISTRICT B
COUNCIL MEMBER
David Antone

DISTRICT C 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Cheryl Doka

DISTRICT D
COUNCIL MEMBER
Su:k Fulwilder

DISTRICT E
COUNCIL MEMBER
Mikah Carlos 

LEHI DISTRICT 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Deanna Scabby

LEHI DISTRICT 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Michael Dallas, Sr.

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

PRESIDENT
Martin Harvier

VICE-PRESIDENT
Ricardo Leonard

DO YOU NEED TO UPDATE 
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Email us at oodhamactionnews@srpmic-nsn.gov or call  
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LEGAL NOTICES 
JUVENILE COURT 

JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT 

ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

ALL JUVENILE COURT CASES REPORT TO 
COURTROOM #3 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Baptisto Sr., Angelo Terry  - Adjudication Hearing Case: 
JV-26-0027 Court Date: April 27, 2026 at 11 AM

Hinojosa, Mary Jane Azule  - Truancy Disposition 
Hearing Case: JV-26-0036 Court Date: April 16, 2026 
at 3 PM

Gonzalez, Denise Michelle - Initial Termination of 
Parental Rights Hearing, Case: JV-26-0025, Date: April 
15, 2026, at 9 A.M.

CIVIL COURT
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 

INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

CIVIL COURT CASES REPORT TO COURTROOM 
#1/ #2 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Andrews, Elijah Wade - Entry of Default Judgement/
Order to Show Cause Case: CV-25-4582 Court Date: 
March 23, 2026 at 9 AM

Casias, Lisa Anne - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: CV-
26-0675 Court Date: March 26,2026 at 10 AM

Gonzalez, Cherysh - Motion Hearing Case: CV-25-4184 
Court Date: April 7, 2026 at 10 AM

Lewis, Roxanne Christina - Entry of Default Judgement 
Case: CF-11-0001/ CF-11-0127 Court Date: April 2, 
2026 at 10:30 AM

Leonard, Rose - Evidentiary Guardianship Hearing Case: 
CF-22-0048 Court Date: April 8, 2026 at 9:30 AM

Lewis, Roxanne – Evidentiary Support Modification 
Case: CF-11-0089 Court Date: April 7, 2026 at 10 AM

Ludlow II, Samuel - Initial Guardianship Hearing (1 Hr) 
Case: CV-26-0374 Court Date: March 10, 2026 at 11 
AM

Pesis, Neaveh - Evidentiary Guardianship Hearing Case: 
CV-25-4580/CV-25-4505 Court Date: March 17, 2026 
at 10:30 AM

Robles, Connie Lorene - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: 
CV-25-4927 Court Date: March 12, 2026 at 11 AM

Thomas, Elizabeth - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: CV-
26-0669 Court Date: March 24, 2026 at 9:30 AM

DEFAULT NOTICES 
BAPTISTO SR., ANGELO 

SUMMONS 
JV-26-0027 

In The Matter of: John Doe (D.O.B.: 7/26/2012)
TO:  Angelo Baptisto Sr., parent 
A Dependency Petition has been filed in this Court 

alleging that you neglected or abused a child or that the 
child is otherwise a dependent child.  

THEREFORE YOU ARE ORDERED to APPEAR for a 
dependency Adjudication Hearing and respond to the 
allegations in the Petition before the Honorable Judge 
Heath, the Salt River Juvenile Court on Monday, April 
27, 2026, at 11:00 AM, in Court Room #3.

Pursuant to Administrative Order No. 14-0004, effective 
August 4, 2014, legal counsel, parties, and their 
respective witnesses shall be present in the courthouse 
at least fifteen (15) minutes prior to any proceeding.

WARNING:  Failure to attend any hearing without good 
cause shown may result in a finding that you have 
waived your legal rights to be present and defend 
against the allegation(s) in the petition.  The hearing 
may go forward without you and may result in a finding 
of dependency, and the Court could make permanent 
orders by motion.  Further, failure to appear at Court 

hearings or to participate in services may result in the 
termination of your parental rights or the establishment 
of a permanent guardianship.  

Failure to appear at any Court hearing after receiving 
notice of the hearing may result in a bench warrant 
being issued for parent's/guardian's/custodian's 
immediate arrest. 

NOTICE: Violation of this Order is Subject to Proceedings 
for Contempt of Court Pursuant to Salt River 
Community Code Section 6-42.  The Court May Find 
the Parent, Guardian or Custodian in Contempt for 
Failure to Appear at a Court Hearing or For Failure to 
Follow Court Orders.

COURT CLERK OF THE SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT                                         

LEWIS, ROXANNE
DEFAULT NOTICE

CF-11-0001/CF-11-0217 
YVONNE WASHINGTON V. ROXANNE LEWIS

To: Roxanne Lewis, RESPONDENT
1. A Civil Complaint has been filed against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent 
if you do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must file a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default)

DATED: February 3, 2026
CLERK OF THE SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN 
COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

PUBLIC WORKS NOTICE
SRPMIC Council has approved 
the nightly closures of the Salt 
River and Lehi Cemeteries due 

to continued vandalism.
The Salt River and Lehi 

Cemeteries will be closed from  
8 p.m. to 5 a.m.

If you have any questions, 
please contact Memorial 

Services at 
(480) 278-7050

Salt River Public Works Department
Memorial Services & 

Cemeteries
"Providing a hospitable place to honor 
loved ones at the end of life's journey."

MAIN OFFICE LOCATED AT
Memorial Hall

9849 East Earll Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85256 

Monday-Friday
8 AM- 5 PM

CONTRACTED MORTUARIES
Bunker Family Funerals & 

Cremation  
(480) 964-8686

Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home  
(602) 840-5600

For Any Questions Call: (480) 
278-7050

4th Quarter 2025 ELIGIBILITY DEADLINE:  
March 31, 2026 

Must be eighteen (18) years old, enrolled, and living to be eligible for the April 2026 Per Capita Payment.

DEADLINES  FOR CHANGES
Direct Deposit Start-Ups and Changes: 

Friday, March 31 at 5:00 PM. This deadline is for 
new start-ups for direct deposit or changes to exist-
ing information. All forms MUST be submitted with 
a “VOIDED” check or statement from the bank with 
the Routing and Account Numbers. 

Forms received by this date will be effective 
for the APRIL 2026 payout. Forms received after 
this date will not be effective until the JULY 2026 
payout.

Discontinue Direct Deposits: Friday, March 
31 at 5:00 PM. This deadline is to discontinue an 
existing direct deposit.

***Failing to notify the Per Capita department 
when an account is closed may delay your Per 
Capita payment.

Per Capita Eligibility: Tuesday, April 21 at 
5:00PM. This deadline is for submitting the Adult 
SRP-MIC Member’s Per Capita Information Certifi-
cate. Forms received by this date will be effective 
for the April 2026 payout. Forms received after this 
date will not be processed until the first week of 
May 2026.

Tax Withholding Changes: Tuesday, April 21 
at 5:00 PM. This deadline is for making changes to 
“Additional” tax withholding percentage or amount.

Tax forms are available on the Finance Per 
Capita Intranet Site and can also be requested by 
e-mailing FINPERCAP1@srpmic-nsn.gov.

If you have any questions regarding:
-Tribal ID,  Eligibility & Change Forms: 

 Membership Services @ (480) 362-7600 
-Tax Withholding & Direct Deposits:  

Finance-Per Capita @ (480) 362-7710

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS DEADLINES
       ISSUE      		  DEADLINE AT NOON

	 MARCH 19	 MARCH 6
	 APRIL 2	 MARCH 20	

SEND INFORMATION TO O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
at oodhamactionnews@srpmic-nsn.gov 

For more information please call (480) 362-7750.
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BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

February was Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness Month.

All month long, the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community’s Family 
Advocacy Center (FAC) raised aware-
ness by collaborating with other agen-
cies and departments to host events in 
the Community that spotlighted teen 
dating violence awareness.

The FAC is designed to bring dif-
ferent SRPMIC departments together 
to conduct child crime investigations 
more effectively through mandated col-
laboration. 

A screening of the teen vampire 
movie “Twilight” at the Salt River 
Community Building kicked off the 
awareness activities on Feb. 6. SRP-
MIC Youth Services and Boys & Girls 
Club youth in grades 7 to 12 partici-
pated in Twisted Twilight, a program 

which explored red flags in relation-
ships.

“Maybe you’re not in this type of re-
lationship, but you might know some-
body who is. You may know [it’s] your 
next-door neighbors, your schoolmates, 
maybe your best friends. Or sometimes 
you may not know you’re in a relation-
ship that may not be healthy,” FAC 
director Nagisa Kondo said to the teens 
before the movie screening. 

“Hopefully we can try to raise 
awareness [about] what unhealthy rela-
tionships look like in the movies.”

Twisted Twilight was sponsored by 
the FAC, Youth Services and Native 
Health.

Before the screening, FAC staff gave 
an overview of the spectrum of rela-
tionships from healthy to unhealthy to 
abusive.

Characteristics of a healthy relation-
ship include respect, equality, honesty, 
communication, trust and indepen-
dence. Unhealthy relationships involve 

a lack of trust and communication, 
being dishonest or disrespectful, trying 
to take control and only spending time 
together. Abusive relationships can 
involve threatening or harmful com-
munication, physical and/or emotional 
mistreatment, accusations, gaslighting, 
controlling and social isolation.

The teens were treated to buttered 
popcorn and movie theater candy while 
they watched the movie. They were 
provided with actual red flags to wave 
whenever they noticed a “red flag” 
relationship situation on screen.

Relationship red flags to look out 
for include constant checking, call-
ing or tracking; jealousy; controlling 
decisions; and verbal insults, threats or 
intimidation.

Other Teen Dating Violence Aware-
ness Month events included a Wear 
Orange Day at the Round House Café 

on Feb. 11 and the Gathering of Native 
Americans (GONA) at the Accelerated 
Learning Academy on Valentine’s Day, 
Feb. 14. 

On Wear Orange Day there was a 
table at the café for people to stop by 
and pledge to end dating violence. 
Pledgers received an orange shirt or 
bandana from FAC. 

GONA was a culture-based collabo-
ration between FAC and the Phoenix 
nonprofit Native Health set in a talking 
circle where Community members 
gathered to address community-iden-
tified issues and reflected on mental 
health, suicide prevention, relation-
ships, substance abuse and more.

Healthy Relationships and 
Healing at the Gathering of 
Native Americans 

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

The talking circle at the Gathering of Native 
Americans (GONA) at Salt River Schools’ Acceler-
ated Learning Academy on Feb. 14 might as well 
have been in the shape of a heart. It was Valentine’s 
Day, after all. But it was also Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness Month. 

This one-day GONA at the Salt River Pima-Mari-
copa Indian Community had one very specific focus: 
healthy relationships. 

The event was a partnership between the SRPMIC 
Family Advocacy Center and the Phoenix nonprofit 
Native Health.

“We’re trying to emphasize how healthy relation-
ships impact recovery and wellness in the Com-
munity,” said SRPMIC Behavioral Health Clinical 
Administrator Jessica Hunter, who helped facilitate 
the event.

Since it was developed in 1992, the GONA has 
been recognized as an effective culture-based in-
tervention. A GONA is a gathering space for tribal 
members to address community-identified issues. 
It uses an interactive approach that empowers and 
supports American Indian and Alaska Native cultural 
values, traditions and spiritual practices.

One of the main themes of a GONA is promot-
ing the sense of belonging. Belonging ensures that 
everyone feels welcomed in an inclusive, open, safe 
and trusting environment. 

Throughout the day, participants of different ages 
and stages in their personal journeys acted out cul-
ture-based scenarios and shared their experiences in a 
safe environment in their chairs and inside the circle.

Edison Andrews, an SRPMIC member from Lehi, 
said that he participated in the GONA not only for 
himself, but for future generations. He looks forward 
to more children being involved in the Community’s 
culture and traditions, something that he said wasn’t 

always available to him when he was a child. 
“I have four beautiful girls, and I’m hoping that fu-

ture generations learn and live by our culture and the 
things that we believe in and push for togetherness, 
mindfulness and just learn how to be a community 
again,” said Andrews.

“We need to learn healthy relationships and togeth-
erness.” 

Andrews’ spiritual journey was positively impacted 
by simply being around other people in the GONA 
talking circle, he said.

“I struggle with a lot of things, as we all do on the 
reservation,” said Andrews. “We’re trying to figure 
out our generational traumas and learn about our-
selves a little more.”

Henry McCabe said that he attended GONA to be a 
beacon of light and “spread flavor on peoples’ lives.” 
What he gained and understood from his experience 
is that trust and belonging are two key components to 
sobriety.

“In sobriety, when you can trust and you can have 
that confidentiality with somebody, it’s easier to be 
vulnerable,” said McCabe. 

“When you’re vulnerable, you can let out the things 
that are hard to see. You can identify things inside of 
yourself because you know that somebody else is go-
ing through it.”

Amber Means is five years into recovery and feels 
like she is in a place where she needs to know what 
healthy relationships are like. 

“Right now, it’s about healthy relationships all 
around—not just romantically, but with my family, 
with my daughter, [and] other people,” said Means. 

At the GONA, Means learned the value of “self” 
and how different cultures and ceremonies have an 
important role in understanding that.

“Even though in relationships you think about other 
people, I think today is about yourself.”

A previous GONA at the Chemehuevi Indian Tribe 
of the Chemehuevi Reservation was a spiritual experi-
ence for Grant Lomayaktewa. He learned to honor 
himself and where he came from at his second GONA 
at SRPMIC.

“I am very much in a big crowd of people com-
ing out of my comfort zone to interact with people 
and learn about everybody’s spiritual beliefs,” said 
Lomayaktewa. 

“I’m hoping to be open to learn something and to 
be teachable to myself so that I can be teachable to 
others as well.”

The technical approach of a GONA is built upon 
the Indigenous theoretical framework of vision: ac-
knowledging the effects of historical trauma, honoring 
cultural values and developing a vision of success.

Another part of this framework is building quality 
and authentic relationships for effective work through 
circles of relationships.

Community-based trainers and expert consultants 
facilitate the GONA by following its guiding prin-
ciples. 

FAC Explores Relationship Red Flags with ‘Twisted Twilight’ Teen Dating Violence Prevention
3 Takeaways:

•	 The Family Advocacy Center raised 
awareness about Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness Month in February with a series 
of events.
•	 Teens participated in “Twisted Twilight,” 
a special screening of the movie “Twilight” 
that focused on red flags in relationships. 
•	 Wear Orange Day and Gathering of Na-
tive Americans continued raising awareness 
for Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month.

Physical red flags were available for participants to 
wave when they saw a "red flag" situation example in 
the movie Twilight. 

Teens from SRPMIC Youth Services and Boys & Girls Club youth in grades 7 to 12 participated in Twisted 
Twilight, which was a showing of the movie Twilight, but with a "twist." The teens explored red flag relationship 
situations while watching the movie. 

Participants learn about healthy relationships and healing at the Gathering of Native Americans talking circle at ALA on Valentine's Day. 

To report a crime within SRPMIC:
Call 911 or Salt River Dispatch at 

480-850-9230

To report harm to a child:
Salt River Child Protective Services 

(CPS): 480-362-2600  
After hours: 480-362-7995

National Child Abuse Hotline: Call 
or text tel:1-800-422-4453

National Domestic Violence Hotline: 
800-799-SAFE  

(1800-799-7233)

24-hour Emergency Shelter Hotline: 
1-800-799-7739

Maricopa County Domestic 
Violence Shelter Hotline:  

480-890-3039

Crime Victims’ Legal Assistance 
Project: 480-600-2661

National Center for Victims of 
Crime: 1-855-4-VICTIM  

(1-855-484-2846)

Scan the QR Code to Create a 
Personal Teen Dating Safety Plan:
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phase will have site amenities such as picnic ramadas, 
grass, and areas for playgrounds and sport courts. A 
walking trail is also expected to be constructed around 
the new housing community.

Three builder-grade homes will be available for 
members called Move-in Ready (MIR). Move-In 
Ready homes are homes that are built to a specifica-
tion and delivered turnkey to the future buyer. Colors 
and Material Selection will be curated by the architect 
and Landscape Architect to create a complementary 
and attractive subdivision.
•	 MIR Entry level—Featuring three bedrooms and 

two bathrooms, the Entry-level homes have 1,100 
square feet of living space and outdoor patio con-
nected to an one-car carport. There will be 34 units 
available. 

•	 MIR Intermediate—The Intermediate homes are 
slightly larger, with a two-car carport and 1,300 to 
1,500 square feet of living space. Like the entry-
level plans, the intermediate homes feature three 
bedrooms and two bathrooms. There will be 24 
units available. 

•	 MIR Prime— For buyers who require a bit more 
space, the Prime homes feature four bedrooms and 
two bathrooms. They have 1,600 to 1,800 square 
feet and a two-car garage. There will be 28 prime 
units available. 
Both the Intermediate and Prime homes have lot 

minimums of 103 by 71 feet. 
The location was selected after survey results from 

members revealed that this area is the most requested 
location within the community for new homes to be 
constructed. Its location is ideal, as it is close to Scott-
sdale Community College, shopping, and Loop 101. 

Official home prices and the steps required to 
purchase a unit will be shared with members once 
construction plans are finalized. 

Naming Contest
From Feb. 20 to March 20, 2026, Community 

members can enter a contest to help name the new 
subdivision. Each person will receive one entry and 
can submit up to four names. Entrants must be at 
least 16 to participate. Entries will be judged by a 

Community member committee who will choose the 
grand winner of the contest. The winner will receive 
a movie-viewing party at RoadHouse for up to 20 
guests. 

The first 200 entrants will receive two tickets to 
RoadHouse Cinemas at The Pavilions at Talking 
Stick. 

Winners will be notified by the Community Rela-
tions Office with details on how to pick up their prize. 
Additional information will be provided in the web-
site under Tribal Housing. 

Interested individuals can submit their name sug-
gestions using the online form.

 Any questions concerning this new subdivision 
please connect Construction Managers at 
WelcomeHome@srpmic-nsn.gov. 

O’odham Action News will continue to monitor this 
story. 

SRPMIC Approves Construction of New SRPMIC Approves Construction of New 
Housing Community Housing Community 

An aerial view of the new construction site. Photo courtesy of Jerrod Glaser.

Continued from front page

Help Name Our
Newest Subdivision!

A new housing development is 
coming to Chaparral and Dobson. 

We want you to name it!
Enrolled Community Members ages 16+ are encouraged to 

submit ideas beginning February 20 - March 20, 2026

Scan QR code to enter your name idea(s)!

www.tinyurl.com/HousingNameContest

Questions?  Please call 480-362-6960 or email WelcomeHome@srpmic-nsn.gov

First 200 submissions will 
receive two Roadhouse 

Cinemas tickets.
One grand prize winner 

will receive a movie party 
for up to 20 guests.

Theme Expectations:   
We want a name that shows 

our lasting bond with 
water, soil, and the crops 

that have supported us for 
generations.
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Community member committee who will choose the 
grand winner of the contest. The winner will receive 
a movie-viewing party at RoadHouse for up to 20 
guests. 

The first 200 entrants will receive two tickets to 
RoadHouse Cinemas at The Pavilions at Talking 
Stick. 

Winners will be notified by the Community Rela-
tions Office with details on how to pick up their prize. 
Additional information will be provided in the web-
site under Tribal Housing. 

Interested individuals can submit their name sug-
gestions using the online form.

 Any questions concerning this new subdivision 
please connect Construction Managers at 
WelcomeHome@srpmic-nsn.gov. 

O’odham Action News will continue to monitor this 
story. 

Circle of Nations Pathway Program Seeks 
New Students to Enroll

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

There is a new student pathway pro-
gram coming soon to the Tempe Union 
High School District.

The Circle of Nations Pathway 
Program will officially launch in the 
2025-2026 school year at Mountain 
Pointe. More schools, including Marcos 
De Niza, will offer the program soon. 

The Circle of Nations program 
will support and provide resources to 
students as they decide on attending 
college, enrolling in the military or 
joining the workforce after high school 
graduation. 

Initially, the program was a four-
week summer program offered to 
students to catch up on their school cur-
riculum credits to graduate from high 
school. Now, the program will expand 
to a yearlong class with eight teachers 
helping assist students with their core 
classes, such as math, science, social 
studies and English. 

“This [program] started years ago 
with Valerie Molina,” shared Director 
of Federal Programs Charlotte Windsor. 
Molina is the Native American Program 
lead for Circle of Nations and is from 
the Pascua Yaqui Tribe. 

“She’s been running the program for 
10 years, which has always been fully 
funded by the Pascua Yaqui Tribe. It’s 
been open to all Native high school 
students to either recover credits or 
receive advanced credits to graduate 
and pursue their postsecondary goals,” 
Windsor shared. 

The Circle of Nations team, which 
also includes Chief of Staff and Stra-
tegic Partnerships Megan Sterling, has 
also been conducting research on how 
to build a team of faculty members who 
are able to connect with students. 

“I look for 
staff that students 
recommend,” 
said Windsor. 
“Every staff 
[member] that 

has been hired for 
our program has come 

from a student recommenda-
tion.” Furthermore, there is a physical 
education teacher on staff as well as 
paraprofessional staff member help 
students with special needs. 

“It started off as a small program and 
now has just grown,” shared Molina. 

The program expansion comes after 
recent statistics last year showed that 
Indigenous students have the low-
est high school graduation rate of any 
racial or ethnic group in the United 
States. For Indigenous students, in 
2025, only 69% of students graduated, 
compared to the national average of 
81%.  

Windsor added, “A teacher is in the 
classroom with our students, in case 
they get stuck on a question or need 
assistance. They’re free to watch videos 
and hang out with us as well. We found 
some students still want to come into 
our class even if they are all caught up 
on their classwork. We also provide 
them with a meal.”

Furthermore, the program helps 
enroll high school students in either 
South Mountain Community College or 
Tohono O’odham Community College 
after graduation. Tohono O’odham 
Community College offers free tuition 

for all Indigenous 
students. 

This past sum-
mer, 265 students 
participated in the 
four-week program 
and recovered 516 
half-credits. “Thir-
teen of those kids 
were not on track to 
graduate, and they 

graduated within those four weeks,” 
said Windsor. 

“Next year, we will be expanding to 
Marcos De Niza,” said Molina. “This is 
to make the location a bit closer for Salt 
River students.” 

“This program is for all tribal 
students, as well as anyone who is a 
descendant, so you don’t have to be an 
enrolled member of a tribe to partici-
pate,” shared Molina. 
In the Coming Months

Tempe Union High School guidance 
counselors have already been searching 
for students who could benefit from en-
rolling in the Circle of Nations Pathway 
Program. “They’re making a list of 
students they would like to recommend 
for our program,” said Windsor. “We 
take those students and enroll them into 
the program.”

Windsor noted that since last Oc-
tober, students have been asking her 
about the program’s upcoming sessions. 
She added, “They want to be one of the 
first 300 students to participate in this 
program.” 

The Circle of Nations team is also 
currently planning field trips for the 
participating students. Windsor said 
that one of the field trips will be a trip 
to the Heard Museum in Phoenix. 

There will also be space for tribal 
community members to come in and 
speak with the students. 

“Having tribal elders come in to 
speak with them and show them dif-
ferent skills to give them different 
opportunities that they don’t get from a 

traditional school, that is a cornerstone 
of this project,” shared Windsor. 

Earlier this year, the Circle of Na-
tions team met with staff from Salt 
River Schools to get further insight as 
to how the program can help Commu-
nity students. 

“We’re going to walk the walk and 
not just talk about it,” said Molina. “I 
know there’s a lot of distrust in educa-
tional institutions, but we’ve taken the 
time to create this program and not just 
throw it together quickly. We’re honor-
ing and respecting each community that 
comes in.” 

Molina added, “We’re willing to 
go to the students. We’re willing to 
shuttle the students; we’re willing to 
be at community events in Salt River. 
We want to be able to help the students 
with whatever they need. We want to 
do what’s best.”

Windsor said that the Circle of Na-
tions Pathway Program will be hosting 
cultural competency classes for all 
staff, from teachers to security guards 
as well as the cafeteria staff. “We’re 
getting the knowledge out there that 
we as staff need to act differently. 
Quietness is not a sign of apathy, but 
a cultural norm. We need to learn that 
the dominant culture views Native 
American culture in a way that is often 
misinterpreted. We need to be aware of 
that and be literate, so we can serve the 
students the way they should be.”

The Circle of Nations team will be 
hosting an O’odham and Piipaash Day 
at Mountain Pointe High School on 
Feb. 27 for families, students and Com-
munity members. The event is a col-
laboration between Salt River Schools, 
the Education Native Language Culture 
Department at Salt River Schools and 
the Gila River Indian Community. Din-
ner will be provided by Ernie’s Cater-
ing.  

O’odham Action News will continue 
to monitor this story. 

3 Takeaways: 
•	 Positive Coaching Alliance offers coaches 
tools to build meaningful connections among 
their athletes and teams. 
•	 Four workshops have been hosted recently. 
•	 The MLB, Jr. NBA and the Curry Brand 
from Stephen Curry utilize Positive Coaching 

Alliance workshops. 

3 Takeaways:
•	 The Circle of Nations Pathway Pro-
gram originally was a four-week sum-
mer program and has now expanded 
to a yearlong class. 
•	 Circle of Nations will officially 
launch in the 2025-2026 school year 
at Tempe’s Mountain Pointe school.
•	 The pathway program will expand 
to additional schools soon, including 

Marcos De Niza in Tempe. 

Free Positive Coaching Alliance Classes Arrive in SRPMIC 
The free workshops help parents/guardians in the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community learn how to positively 
encourage youth athletes on and off the field. 

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

A superstar athlete in any sport needs 
the support of their head coach. The Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity works to ensure that its youth are 
supported in the many activities they are 
involved in, especially sports. 

Positive Coaching Alliance is an orga-
nization composed of athletic coaches, 
trainers, leaders and administrators 
whose goal is to positively encourage 
and motivate young athletes across the 
country in various leagues, tournaments 
and games all year long. 

Organizations such as Major League 
Baseball, the Jr. NBA and the Curry 
brand from basketball star Stephen 
Curry utilize Positive Coaching Alli-
ance’s courses and workshop classes in 
their leagues and tournaments. 

The Community can host Positive 
Coaching Alliance workshops and 
classes thanks to a sponsorship from 
the Notah Begay III Foundation (NB3), 
a national nonprofit that works to help 
Indigenous youth achieve their full po-
tential by advancing Indigenous cultures 
and community health. 

So far, the SRPMIC has hosted four 
Positive Coaching Alliance workshops 
and classes for parents/guardians in the 
Community. The most recent one was 
held at the Ske:g Himdag Ki: on Feb. 
4. More than 70 Community parents/
guardians have attended so far. 

SRPMIC Recreation Division Ath-
letic Program Manager David Willis 
said that young athletes, though they 
may show the potential to make it to the 

professional leagues one day, are only 
at the beginning of their athletic careers. 
Therefore, it’s important they remain 
supported, with positive guidance lead-
ing the way. 

“There will be mistakes, and that’s 
okay. That’s what the classes are about, 
to teach everyone that mistakes happen 
and are okay,” Willis said. 

He added, “We’re here to support 
them in a healthy way. Our goal is inclu-
sion; that’s the key.” 

Willis said that the parents and guard-
ians who attend the classes also learn 
tips for building success in their person-
al lives when they’re not coaching.

The free Positive Coaching Alliance 
workshop classes are a requirement 
before any coach can participate in the 
Friendship Youth Sports League games 
here in the Community. 

“The classes are trauma informed,” 
Willis said. “We use it for our coaches, 
mandatory wise, just so they can meet 
our players where they’re at. We want 
everyone to be aware that it’s more than 
just sports.”

Plans are underway for the Ske:g 
Himdag Ki: to host another Positive 
Coaching class in April.

To stay up to date on all the events 
happening at the Ske:g Himdag Ki:, call 
(480) 362-6800.
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Phoenix Cement Company and Salt River Sand & Rock, 
dba  Salt River Materials Group, 

both divisions of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

FOR THE COMPLETE 
SRPMIC CALENDAR, 
SCAN THE QR CODE 

BELOW:

ONGOING
DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP, 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday of each month from 11 a.m. 
– 12 p.m. in room 3104 (Cloud), 3rd floor 
of RPHC. This free, confidential, and safe 
group of individuals support one another 
by utilizing their collective experiences and 
learned wisdom. This gathering is for adults 
diagnosed with diabetes. For more informa-
tion, contact (480) 362-3355.

REZ READERS, Third Thursdays through April. 
Looking for a good book and a nice place to 
talk about it? Then come join Community 
Recreational Services and Salt River Tribal 
Library for the new Rez Readers Book Club. 
A club where we will focus on native 
authors and themes for fiction to some 
non-fiction reads and engage in some great 
conversations a we all share our insight, 
thoughts and experiences throughout each 
book. Starting February 19th, Rez Readers 
will meet every 3rd Thursdays, February - 
April from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Copies of 
the books will be available for check out 
(while supplies last). Questions Contact 
480-362-6600/TribalIbrary@SPRMIC-nsn.
gov

TAI CHI FOR SENIORS, Tuesdays, 9-10 a.m., 
Ske:g Himdag Ki: Senior Room. This 
ancient Chinese martial art uses slow and 
continuous movements to improve the 
mind and body. For seniors 55+ and adults 
with adaptive needs.

LOVE AND HARMONY COUPLES GROUP, 
Tuesdays | 4:30 PM – 6:00 PM | Behavioral 
Health Services, River People Health Center. 
Ready to strengthen your relationship and 
build deeper connection? Join our Couples 
Group, based on Dr. John Gottman’s The 
Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work. 
Learn practical tools to: Improve communi-
cation; Resolve conflicts; Deepen intimacy; 
Navigate challenges around family, work, 
and more. Call (480) 362-5707 to learn 
more or sign up today.

NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP, First and 
Third Wednesdays of each month from 
12 p.m. – 1 p.m. at RPHC 3rd Floor, Room 
3104. Contact (480) 362-6948 for more 
information. 

WELLBRIETY 12 STEP AND MEDICINE 
WHEEL, Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30 
a.m. – 11 a.m. at RPHC. Wellbriety is a 
Native American recovery fellowship that 
blends spiritual practice with the 12-Step 
program. Its approach to recovery focuses 
on healing and is rooted in the Teachings 
of the Medicine Wheel, the Cycle of Life, 
and the Four Laws of Change. Wellbriety 
emphasizes creating new thought patterns, 
attitudes, and feelings about sobriety 
based on traditional concepts and Native 
American teachings.

TALKING CIRCLE FOLLOWING WELLBRIETY, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Following the Wellbriety session, partici-
pants are invited to join the Talking Circle 
to share insights and experiences related to 
living in recovery and honoring traditional 
practices, including fellowship, community, 
and connection. 

CRAFT COMMUNITY REINFORCEMENT AND 
FAMILY TRAINING, Support group for 
families of loved ones battling substance 
abuse/addiction/dependance. Fridays 4 
p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at RPHC Room 3106 (3rd 
Floor) For More Information please contact 
Shea Hinton at (480) 362-2739.

HELPING HANDS HALF OFF FOR SRPMIC 
MEMBERS, Every Friday Community 
members get 50% off at Helping Hands. 

Open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., closed 12 p.m. - 1 
p.m. for lunch at 10213 E. Osborn Rd. Call 
480-362-5625 for more information. 

BEADING CIRCLE, Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. - 8 
p.m. at Salt River Tribal Library inside Ske:g 
Himdag Ki:. Open to enrolled SRPMIC 
members and Ske:g Himdag Ki: members. 
Call 480-362-6600 for more information. 

CREATIVE WRITING GROUP, Every 1st Thurs-
day of the Month, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at 
Lehi Community Building Room 109. This 
Group provides a creative environment to 
learn and explore prompt writing, literary 
discussion, and guest writers/authors. All 
genres and levels welcome. Open to adult 
Community Members and Ske:g Himdag 
Ki: members. For more information, call 
480 362-6600.

ELEVATING ELDERS, Thursdays, 9-10 a.m., 
Ske:g Himdag Ki: Senior Room. Physical 
Fitness Specialist Nevelle Howard leads a 
fun, energizing class that boosts strength 
using body weight and light dumbbells. 
For seniors 55+ and adults with adaptive 
needs.

 YOGA FOR FALL PREVENTION, 2nd, 3rd and 
4th Wednesdays, 9-10 a.m., Ske:g Himdag 
Ki: Senior Room. Standing or chair options 
available. Guided movements improve 
strength, balance and flexibility. For seniors 
55+ and adults with adaptive needs.

KUI ‘I’IVAGIDAG MAṢAD 
XLY'A XMOK

MARCH
7 2ND ANNUAL BRIDGE TO WELLNESS,  

Event is back on Saturday, March 7, 2026, 
from 11 AM–3 PM at the ALA Football Field. 
Bring your family, invite a friend, and enjoy 
activities, local vendors, and resources for 
all ages. We would love to see you there!

14 WALK FOR THE LUCK OF IT 5K, Feeling 
lucky? Join Community Recreational 
Services Athletics Division for the Walk for 
the Luck of It 5K on March 14. Start your 
morning with movement, community, and 
a little St. Patrick’s spirit at the brand-new 

track at ALA. Bring your family and friends 
for a fun, high-energy event for all fitness 
levels. On-site registration opens at 6:30 
AM Walk/Run begins at 7:00 AM The first 
150 participants will receive an event shirt, 
so be sure to arrive early. Whether you’re 
walking for fitness, fun, or simply to enjoy a 
great morning with the community, this 5K 
is the perfect way to start your day strong. 
Bring your crew, wear your green, and let’s 
make it a lucky one. For questions or more 
information, please contact CRS Athletics at 
(480) 362-6365.

18-19 YOUTH SERVICES ECHOES OF THE 
AKIMEL  MURAL FESTIVAL,  Join us this 
Spring Break from 8am-1pm both days for 
2 Days of Youth Art Camps for those age 
11-18 spray painting murals with guest 
artists across the Salt River Community. 
Registration begins Now!—don’t miss out! 
Stay tuned for more details, and let’s make 
art together! For More Information (480) 
362 - 6390 Youth Services Front Desk

19 CHILD FIND WITH SOUTHWEST AUTISM 
RESEARCH & RESOURCE CENTER ON 
THURSDAY, from 5:30-7 p.m. held in the 
Gathering Place at the Early Childhood 
Education Center for an informative 
session about Autism Spectrum Disorder 
in young children and the diversity of the 
diagnosis. We’ll discuss the latest research 
on evidence-based practices for individuals 
with autism, along with helpful resources. 
A light meal will be served at 5:30 p.m. 
The presentation will begin at 6 p.m. Call 
480-362-2257 or email childfind@saltriv-
erschools.org to ask questions and register. 
Childcare is available with advanced 
registration

20 FAMILY ART FESTIVAL TO WRAP UP 
ECHOES OF THE AKIMEL, 5pm-7:30 pm 
at Ske:g Himdag Ki:

21 ANNUAL TORTILLA FESTIVAL, Come 
celebrate all things cemait and modiily with 
us from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Huhugam Ki: 
Museum. Contact the museum for more 
information at 480-362-6320

KUI HIOSIG MAṢAD
XLY'A CHMPAP

APRIL
2 SALT RIVER EDUCATION FAIR, 5 - 7:30 

p.m. at ALA Gymnasium. Explore and en-
gage with 40+ resource and activity tables! 
The highlight of the event will be student 
science fair demonstrations and contests, 
plus a tradish-ish O'odham dinner and 
dessert by award-winning Chef Shannon 
Reina! Visit saltriverschools.org for more 
information.

3 GOOD FRIDAY - OFFICES CLOSED, Please 
plan accordingly.

4 SPRING PIIPAASH MATASHEEVM, to be 
held at the Lehi Gathering Area. Save the 
date, more details to come!

4 COMMUNITY EASTER CELEBRATION AND 
EGG HUNT, Join us for a fun-filled Easter 
Egg Hunt at the Salt River Ballfield! See 
flyer on page 13 for complete details!

10-12 CITIZENS POLICE ACADEMY, an 
opportunity for participants 18 and older 
to get a deeper understanding of policing 
today. See flyer on page 13 for full details!

26 THE BREAKTHROUGH WITH SRPD, 
5:30PM  at Ske:g Himdag Ki: classroom 
#56 

FOR THE LATEST DISTRICT 
MEETINGS SCHEDULE, 

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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