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Aleta Ringlero Provides Insight 
During ‘America at 250’ Event

Ringlero was selected to provide insight at a lecture titled 
‘America at 250: Indigenous Voices,’ hosted at Phoenix’s Heard 
Museum on Nov. 12 in collaboration with Arizona State Univer-
sity and PBS. 

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

America is celebrating its 250th birth-
day next year. Are you ready?

A new 12-hour documentary film by 
Ken Burns, Sara Botstein and David 
Schmidt titled “The American Revolu-
tion” received its world premiere on 
PBS on Nov. 16. 

Days before, on Nov. 12, an exclu-
sive screening was held at the Heard 
Museum in Phoenix at which Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community se-
nior Aleta Ringlero, a curator, author, art 
historian and calligrapher, participated 
in a panel discussion that also included 
Maurice Crandall (Yavapai Apache Na-
tion) and Manuel Pino (Acoma Pueblo).

The exclusive presentation was a col-
laboration between the Heard Museum, 
Arizona State University and PBS. The 
event featured excerpts from the film, 
as well as a panel discussion which 
covered the roles that Indigenous com-
munities played during the American 
Revolution. 

Carol Yancho, senior director of  
content at Arizona PBS, served as the 
moderator during the discussion. Ari-

3 Takeaways:
•	 The United States will celebrate its 
250th birthday in July 2026.
•	 Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com-
munity senior Aleta Ringlero served on a 
panel that discussed Indigenous insights 
about America’s inception. 
•	 The event was part of the world pre-
miere of the new PBS film “The American 
Revolution” produced by Ken Burns, Sara 

Botstein and David Schmidt.

Ringlero detailed the history behind The Pima Revolt of 1751.

Continued on page 12

Salt River Schools and Special Olympics Arizona Tag-Team for Field Day

Salt River Schools and Special Olympics Arizona staff join Community partners in participating in games with students at the ALA 
soccer field on Nov. 7. Photos by Zoe Hernandez.

A Salt River Schools student successfully completes 
the obstacle course as an officer volunteering from the 
Salt River Police Department follows close behind. 

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Salt River Schools (SRS) and Special 
Olympics Arizona partnered on Nov. 7 at the 
Accelerated Learning Academy soccer fields to 
provide about 60 Salt River Elementary School 
special education student-athletes a field day 
filled with athletic and skill-building activities 
they would not soon forget. 

The kids participated in yard games, putting, 
bowling, cornhole, soccer, baseball, bocce and 
a relay race with members of the Salt River 
Police Department (SRPD). 

“We’re excited to have some elementary 
school kiddos come out here and participate 
in certain events that simulate what Special 
Olympics is like, so that hopefully at some 
point they can come out and participate in 
some of our sports and activities with the rest 
of the communities,” said Jamie Heckerman, 

Continued on page 4

Huhugam Ki: Museum Celebrates Anniversary with New Exhibition

A Huhugam Ki: Museum visitor stands in front of the new exhibition Good Morning, Class...A History of 
the Salt River Day School. Photo by Zoe Hernandez.

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

The 38th anniversary of 
the Huhugam Ki: Museum 
featured demonstrations and 
yummy food: mesquite pod 
milling, mesquite pancakes 
and freshly made 
tortillas! 

 The Huhugam 
Ki: Museum 
celebrated its 
38th anniversary 
on Nov. 8 with 
the opening of 
the new exhibi-
tion Good Morning, 
Class… A History of the 
Salt River Day School. 

Created under the direction 
of Elisa Pongyesvia, exhibit 
lead and museum archivist 
assistant, with the help of 
museum staff and support 

clerks, the exhibition is a 
look back in time and ex-
amines the future the former 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Day 
School that was located near 
the intersection of Longmore 
and McDowell roads within 

the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian 

Community. 
Construc-

tion of the 
Day School, 
which was 
the third 

school built 
in the Com-

munity, was 
completed in 1935. 

At this location, in 1996, the 
Salt River Elementary School 
opened for the first day of 
school ever and stayed open 
until 2007. 

3 takeaways
•	 A new exhibition titled Good Morning, Class… A History of the Salt River Day 
School officially opens to the public.
•	 The Day School building reopens as the Kavad/Kushov Cultural Center in 2026.
•	 The 38th anniversary of the Huhugam Ki: Museum featured demonstrations and 
yummy food: mesquite pod milling, mesquite pancakes and freshly made tortillas! 
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TOP: Aleta Ringlero, SRPMIC senior, curator, author, art historian and calligrapher, provied remarks during 
the post-discussion following excerpts played from the documentary.  
 
BOTTOM: Manuel Pino (Acoma Pueblo), provided insight as to how the United States government at the 
time described Indigenous communities in the Declaration of Independence as, "merciless Indian sav-
ages."

zona Secretary of State Adrian Fontes 
also provided remarks. 

Ringlero previously directed the Na-
tive American Public Programs office 
for the Smithsonian’s National Museum 
of Natural History in Washington, D.C., 
in addition to working with the Califor-
nia State Railroad Museum as well as 
the Tahoe National Forest. 

It is important to understand that 
Indigenous communities are the original 
caretakers of the land we today call the 
United States. The impacts of coloniza-
tion forced Indigenous communities 
to lose their languages, traditions and 
histories, which has left a dark stain on 
America’s history and its origins 249 
years ago.

The Film
“The American Revolution” features 

some of Hollywood’s top talent as 
voices and narrators. Tom Hanks, Mi-
chael Keaton, Meryl Streep, Josh Brolin, 
Samuel L. Jackson and Jon Proudstar are 
just a few of the many actors featured 
in the film. Across six feature-length 
episodes, the documentary covers U.S. 
history starting from May 1754. 

The film uses archival materials to 
feature perspectives from the people 
involved at the time, including military 
personnel and members of Indigenous 
communities.

Filmed over the course of a few years, 
the documentary combines audio, video 
and photographs to detail and showcase 
the inner workings of how this country 
came to be. 

Ringlero’s Insight 
“The year 1776 has very little mean-

ing in terms of Indigenous awareness,” 
began Ringlero. “As a member of an 
Indigenous community, our concerns at 
that time were more about daily living—
our families, our farms. We are incred-
ible farmers.”

The Onk Akimel O’odham and 
Xalychidom Piipaash were responsible 
for the sophisticated canal system which 
laid the groundwork for the Phoenix Val-
ley’s irrigation system in use today. The 
canals supported farming of corn, beans, 
squash and cotton, with some irrigation 
canals reaching 15 miles long. 

Ringlero continued, “The daily life 
of the people is what concerned our 
communities; how we get along with 
each other. In terms of Arizona, some of 
the finest examples of how tribal people 
got along are represented by the com-
munities here that were present at that 
time and continue in modern-day Indian 
Country.”

She added, “There was a system 
of cooperation that existed, not only 
between our tribal communities, but also 
tribes that we traded, intermarried and 
traveled with. I think, for the East Coast, 
it is centric around the British and the 
Americas. Arizona is something com-
pletely different. Fortunately, we didn’t 
have the [American Revolution], the 
Battle of Bull Run or Gettysburg. But 
we did have the Pima Revolt of 1751.”

The Pima Revolt of 1751 was a battle 
between the O’odham and Spanish set-
tlers that began on Nov. 21, 1751. The 
conflict occurred in the Santa Cruz and 
Altar river valleys, located in southern 
Arizona and northern Sonora, Mexico. 

The revolt was a result of decades of 
abuse and mistreatment of the O’odham 
by the Spanish and is considered one 
of the largest coordinated Indigenous 
revolts in the Southwest. 

Check your local PBS listings for 
showtimes to view “The American 
Revolution.” 

Continued from front page Aleta Ringlero Provides 
Insight During ‘America at 250’ Event

EXCITING NEWS

STAY CONNECTED
TO SRPMIC

We've redesigned our website and
we’re upgrading how we communicate!

To ensure you don't miss out on important updates, 
events, and community news, please opt in to 

receive emails and text messages from SRPMIC. 

SCAN GET
OPT-IN

STAY INFORMED,
CONNECTED,

AND ENGAGED.

UPDATES
EVENTS
NEWS

TAKES ONE
MINUTE!

AN INFORMED COMMUNITY, IS A STRONG COMMUNITY

Communications@srpmic-nsn.gov | 480-362-7740
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Located in the heart of the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community’s 
Entertainment District, The 
Pavilions at Talking Stick  
is a must-visit destination  
for families, foodies, and 
thrill-seekers alike.

iFLY Indoor Skydiving
Fly like a pro—no plane needed! 
Perfect for kids, adults, and 
adrenaline junkies alike. 
iFlyWorld.com/Phoenix

Bam Kazam
Escape rooms + obstacle  
zones + arcade vibes = 
unbeatable adventure 
BamKazam.com/Scottsdale

Slick City Action Park
Dry slides, big speed. Zoom  
through Tailspin or take the Fast  
Lane—no swimsuit required.  
SlickCity.com/AZ-Scottsdale

Pickleball at The Picklr
Join a league or just swing  
by—this indoor pickleball  
facility is a dream for players  
of all ages and skill levels.  
ThePicklr.com/Scottsdale-North

Bounce, Skate,  
and Tumble at KTR
A massive indoor playground 
for active kids and teens—and 
There’s even a toddler zone  
with dedicated mini zones.  
KTR-Centers.com/Scottsdale

Bowl in Style at Mavrix
Mavrix combines modern 
bowling with upscale dining.  
This family-friendly venue offers 
a summer season pass with perks. 
Mavrix Summer Season Pass

Octane Raceway
Octane Raceway is a high-speed 
dream. Enjoy electric kart racing, 
axe throwing, virtual reality 
gaming, and more. It’s high-
speed, high-stakes action. 
OctaneRaceway.com

Take a Swing at  
D-Bat Scottsdale
Swing into summer with batting 
cages, camps, and lessons for  
all ages. dBatScottsdale.com

Mini Golf with  
a 3D twist!
For something different, head 
indoors to a glow-in-the-dark, 
immersive mini-golf course that’s 
perfect for families. 
Imagine3dMiniGolf.com

PopStroke
Mini golf by Tiger Woods, plus 
food, drinks, and fun all day long. 
PopStroke.com/Scottsdale

#PavilionsFun Just off the  
101 & Indian Bend—all the cool 
fun’s at The Pavilions. 

Just off the 101 & Talking Stick Way | Visit PavilionsAtTalkingStick.com

Top Indoor Thrills to Beat the Heat 
The Pavilions at Talking Stick is your ultimate playground for summer fun!

DeRito_Odham_July2025_R1.indd   1DeRito_Odham_July2025_R1.indd   1 7/7/25   2:08 PM7/7/25   2:08 PM

Huhugam Ki: Museum Celebrates Anniversary with New Exhibition
Next year, the Day School build-

ing will reopen with a new purpose as 
the Kavaḍ/Kushov Cultural Center. 
An open house is scheduled for Jan. 
24. The SRPMIC Cultural Resources 
Department will be housed there, as 
well as O’odham and Piipaash language 
classrooms, ceremonial and gathering 
spaces, indoor and outdoor kitchens, 
and more. 

It is clear by the way that Pongyesvia 
talks about the project that the exhibi-
tion was a labor of love for her. 

“On a personal level, I love photos. I 
am an archivist. So, getting to pick and 
choose which photos I wanted to high-
light to celebrate the students was really 
important to me,” said Pongyesvia. 

“I didn’t 
attend 

the 
Day School, 
but I have loved ones and friends who 
did and seeing them in their childhood 
years really was just like, ‘Oh, how 
cute!’”

Pongyesvia feels fulfilled by seeing 
so many of the children in the photos on 
display all grown up and contributing to 
the Community in their own way. She 
said she is excited for the connections 
and sense of community in classrooms 
of the original Day School to be reborn 
within the walls of the new cultural 
center. 

The celebration of the museum’s 38th 
anniversary also included a live demon-
stration of mesquite pod hammer mill-

ing. Community members could bring 
up to 4 gallons of dried, clean mesquite 
pods to be ground into flour.

Staff from the Huhugam Ki: Museum 
and the Cultural Resources Department 
cracked the eggs and mixed the mes-
quite flour and other ingredients for a 
delicious mesquite pancake breakfast. 
Freshly made tortillas were sold at the 
komal behind the museum.

Arts and crafts vendors lined up 
along the museum’s driveway; mean-
while, the gift shop offered discounts.

Before the new exhibition was un-
veiled to the public, Hu Huhugam Ki: 
Museum Manager Gary Owens said that 
the new cultural center “becomes once 
again a place of learn-

ing and can be 
used by the 
Community 
to practice 
and teach 

one another 
about the im-

portance of the 
way of life.”

continued from front page

ABOVE: Tortillas are 
made fresh on the komal.

BELOW: A person hand-
stretches tortilla dough 
before it is put on the 
komal to cook. The public brought in their mesquite 

pods to be milled. 

ABOVE: Jr. Miss Salt River 
1st Attendant Aiyana Toya 
shares a joyful moment in 
front of the new exhibition.

Museum Manager Gary Owens opens the celebration 
with a few words about the new Day School exhibition. 

ABOVE: Museum and CRD 
staff in the kitchen mixing 
ingredients for mesquite 
pancakes.

BELOW: OAN Reporter Zoe 
Hernandez interviews exhibit 
lead Elisa Pongyesvia.

Photos by Zoe Hernandez and Chris Picciuolo
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Our name is part of our story and your input 
helps decide how that story is told. 

Visit the website to learn more about the proposed options.

PROPOSED NAME  CHANGE OF
SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA

INDIAN COMMUNITY

SCAN HERE
to fill out 

the survey

Have Questions? 
Text. 602.816.3131

More information
https://tinyurl.com/SRPMICName

SALT RIVER O'ODHAM PIIPAASH INDIAN COMMUNITY 

SALT RIVER O'ODHAM PIIPAASH COMMUNITY 

SALT RIVER O'ODHAM PIIPAASH NATION 

ONK AKIMEL O'ODHAM  c XALYCHIDOM PIIPAASH JEVED

ONK AKIMEL O'ODHAM  & XALYCHIDOM PIIPAASH NATION

SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY 

I HAVE A
SUGGESTION

.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater 
Scottsdale Receives Grant

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

The fun continues at the Boys & 
Girls Clubs’ Lehi and Red Mountain 
branches. 

On Nov. 3, the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Greater Scottsdale celebrated a $25,000 
donation from Fiesta Sports Founda-
tion to eight club locations, including 
the Red Mountain and Lehi branches. 
The grant will go toward creating and 
maintaining classes and opportunities 
in science, technology, engineering, 
arts and math (STEAM) makerspace 
programming. 

The presentation was also held to 
showcase the all-new Fiesta Sports 
Foundation makerspace signage, which 
is now featured throughout the Club 
branches. 

Laser engraving, robotics program-
ming, circuit work and 3D pen design 
are just some of the makerspace pro-
grams and activities that are available 
at the branches and will soon undergo 
upgrades and improvements. 

“At the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater 
Scottsdale, we believe every young 
person deserves the chance to imagine, 
create and explore—and our STEAM 
programming helps them do just that,” 
said Elizabeth Muncal, chief develop-
ment officer.

She added, “With support from part-
ners like Fiesta Sports Foundation, 6,000 
Arizona youth are gaining hands-on ex-
periences that spark curiosity, confidence 
and problem-solving skills.”

Tori Paukgana, SRPMIC Youth 
Services director, and Brian Yazzie, 
SRPMIC Youth Services assistant direc-
tor, were in attendance during the check 
presentation held at the Lehi branch. 

Additionally, families and children 
were in for a treat as Spirit, the Fiesta 
Bowl mascot, made an appearance dur-
ing the check presentation.

The Lehi branch is located at 1231 
E. Oak St. in Mesa. The Red Mountain 
branch is located inside of the Ske:g 
Himdag Ki at 11725 E. Indian School 
Road in Scottsdale. Those interested in 
what the clubs have to offer can call the 
main line at (480) 344-5520. 

3 Takeaways:
•	 The grant will fund STEAM programs. 
•	 Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity staff attended the check presentation. 
•	 The grant will fund programs and activi-
ties for both the Lehi and Red Mountain club 
branches. 

Spirit, the Fiesta Bowl mascot, was in attendance to 
the check presentation on Nov. 3. Photo courtesy of 
Boys & Girls Club of Greater Scottsdale. 

BY ZOE HERNANDEZ
O’odham Action News

zoe.hernandez@srpmic-nsn.gov

In 1977, the S’edav Va’aki Museum, 
formerly Pueblo Grande Museum 
and Archaeological Park, held its first 
Indian Market. The event was hosted 
by the museum’s auxiliary, a nonprofit 
organization established to raise ad-
ditional funds to support the museum. 
This year will mark the 48th annual 
Indian Market, which will be held on 
Dec. 13 and 14.

Each year, Indigenous artists gather 
at the market to showcase their tradi-
tional arts and crafts, with pieces rang-
ing from mixed media and beadwork 
to textiles and basketry. Along with 
more than 100 traditional arts booths, 
there will be Native American music 

and dance performances, hands-on 
demonstrations and Native foods.

This year the featured artist is 
August Wood, a Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community member. 
Wood is Akimel O’odham, Tohono 
O’odham and Diné. He learned tradi-
tional basketry from Sally Antone of 
the Ak-Chin Indian Community and 
traditional pottery making from Ron 
Carlos baḍ. He will be showcasing 
both his traditional baskets and pottery 
at the event. 

“Basketry is my first traditional 
skill,” said Wood. “For me, I just 
wanted to learn how to do these things, 
and, you know, growing up here in 
the Community, I’d seen baskets at 
different people’s houses, or I’d see 
baskets in museums and stuff like that. 

I was always curious how they were 
made, so I finally got the opportunity 
to learn,” said Wood.

Wood explained the process of gath-
ering and processing the materials and 
making the final product. He began, 
“Well, they’re all very labor inten-
sive and time consuming. My dad, he 
would say anything you do tradition-
ally is going to be very time consum-
ing.” The process of making baskets 
and pottery requires dedication and 
willingness to mess up. “Everybody is 
so used to seeing the finished product, 
you know,” said Wood.

“It’s become my main focus, you 
know, working on these things, always 
making something,” Wood said. He 
has found a passion for traditional 
crafts and has made it a priority in his 

life. Through learning these traditional 
crafts, he has now had the opportunity 
to teach classes and demonstrate his 
work at different events. 

“I’m looking forward to the [S’edav 
Va’aki Indian Market]. I’ve been a 
demonstrator at the event, but I’ve 
never been the featured artist before,” 
he shared excitedly.

The 48th Annual Indian Market at 
S’edav Va’aki Museum takes place 
Dec. 13-14 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for 
Native Americans, military and first 
responders, with free admission for 
children 12 and younger. The museum 
is located at 4619 E. Washington St. 
in Phoenix. For further information, 
call (602) 534-2442 or email market@
svmfoundation.org.

Featured Artist at S’edav Va’aki 48th Indian Market: August Wood

 Award-winning work by August Wood (pictured center) was on display at the Heard Museum. Photos courtesy of August Wood.
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Gobble Gobble! SRPMIC Celebrates Thanksgiving  
BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE

O’odham Action News
juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

Bellies and the dancefloor at the Two Waters 
Complex were full as the Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community hosted its annual Community 
Thanksgiving on a cool, mostly sunny Saturday, 
Nov. 22. 

SRPMIC Community Relations Office Events 
Coordinator Kym Tyler served as event emcee.

The celebration featured live music performed by 
D Faktion Nyne, a videogame truck, bounce houses, 
mini-games, prizes, as well as a COVID-19 and flu 
vaccination station.

“Thank you all for joining us today, and Happy 
Thanksgiving,” began Tyler during her introduc-
tions. 

After her introduction, the Pledge of Allegiance 
was performed by the Salt River Girls Scout Troops 
#2516. 

“Thank you all for being here,” began 2025-2026 
Jr. Miss Salt River Tiaré Begay-Smith. She was 
joined on stage by Jr. Miss Salt River 1st Attendant 
Aiyanna Toya as the duo provided a blessing and 
opening prayer. 

Later, 2025-2026 Miss Indian Arizona Sialik 
King made an appearance during the Community 
meal and joined her sash sisters in greeting all in 
attendance. King was chaperoned by her mom, 
Cynthia Claw-King. 

Afterwards, Young River People Council Presi-
dent Jizelle Juan greeted and welcomed membership 
and their loved ones to the celebration. “This event 
wouldn’t be possible without those who are here 
helping serve and putting up all the chairs and tables 
for us. Make sure you’re eating and drinking water 
so you can go out and dance later,” she said. 

Members of SRPMIC’s Tribal Council, depart-
ment managers, staff and others volunteered to help 
serve the meal. A delicious menu was curated by 
Round House Café team for families to enjoy, which 
featured all the fixings like ham, beans, turkey, corn, 
stuffing, pumpkin pie and more.

As all enjoyed their meals, puppets River, Rainn, 
and Blu, also known as the Flu Fighters, provided a 
presentation on the platform stage. The Flu Fight-
ers are a puppet group performed by River People 
Health Center staff to promote a positive and 
healthy lifestyle that includes staying up to date on 
vaccinations. 

“Please stay safe this holiday season. Get your 
testing kits, come on over to public health. If you 
have questions about exposure, give us a call, we’re 
here for you,” explained Haley Bodmer, River 
People Health Center disease investigator and Flu 
Fighter puppeteer.

The Flu Fighters will return with a holiday float 
entry in the upcoming SRPMIC Light Parade on 
Dec. 6. 

After, D Faktion Nyne played a few songs which 
packed the dancefloor, and emcee Tyler returned 
to announce the start of the official turkey gobble 
contest. Four children and seven adults entered with 
winners in both categories receiving prizes, includ-
ing a tablet. 

The celebration neared its end with a perfor-
mance by Paz the Sports Guy, an entertainer who 
specializes in performing circus tricks with sports 
equipment. Paz has performed at countless state 
fairs in the United States, as well as Canada, and is 
a former member of Cirque du Soleil. “I’m actually 
from Scottsdale, so it’s great to be back,” said Paz. 

Following his performance, the Young River 
People Council hosted family bingo to help bring 
the day to a close. 
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Rough Country 

YOUR WATER. YOUR FUTURE.
Learn more at KnowYourWaterNews.com

Central Arizona Project delivers more tribal water than any 
other organization in the United States, connecting these 

communities with a vital water supply.
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UNITY Hosts Earth Ambassador Gathering in Salt River

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

Indigenous youth will undoubtedly 
be the ones who will help lead us into 
the future. 

United National Indian Tribal Youth 
(UNITY) held its Earth Ambassador 
Western Regional Gathering Nov. 14-
16 at the Great Wolf Lodge in the Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity. 

Western Regional Earth Ambassa-
dors Jizelle Juan (SRPMIC), Laylalanai 
Gocobachi (Pascua Yaqui) and Vydell 
Willie (Navajo) attended the gathering 
and highlighted many of the breakout 
sessions. UNITY Earth Ambassadors 
range in age from 14 to 24. 

As ambassadors, they are viewed 
as leaders in climate advocacy, peer 
education, environmentally safe project 
planning and implementation, and much 
more.
Community Connection: SRPMIC

Juan served as emcee for the Com-
munity Connection portion of the 
gathering on day one, which was held 

inside the SRPMIC Council Chambers. 
Special guest speakers included SRP-

Salt River Schools and Special Olympics Arizona Tag-Team for Field Day
continued from front page

A Salt River Schools student throws a bullseye on the dart board at the Field Day event held at the ALA soccer field on Nov. 7. 

Two Salt River Schools students hold medals they 
won for participating in the Field Day. 

Salt River Schools students and teachers stand at the bleachers for the national anthem. 

president and CEO at Special Olympics 
Arizona. 

“It’s so much fun just to see the 
Community come together. To be hon-
est, I don’t think I’ve seen a community 
rally behind their students like this.”

Heckerman is excited to partner with 
the SRPMIC long into the future. 

Volunteers from Salt River Schools 
helped lead the teams of kids, and vol-
unteers from Community departments 
and business partners were onsite to run 
the activities and events. 

Business partners included the 
SRPD, Medieval Times, Talking Stick 
Resort Golf Club and Great Wolf 
Lodge, among others. 

SRS Superintendent and Director 
of Education Sheryl Houston said that 
the field day creates a safe place for the 
kids, surrounding them with the support 
of community, parents and the Educa-
tion staff. 

“We have a huge turnout of volun-

teers today, which shows the support 
for our children,” said Houston. “This 
is really important when we think about 
educational supports and funding for 

our special education students, because 
we want to ensure that all children have 
what they need to be successful, to 
fully experience education and have a 
great time doing it.” 

SRPD Public Relations Officer Da-
mian Bia and his team supported kids 
as they ran through an obstacle course. 
This was their second time working 
with Special Olympics Arizona, the 
other time being at the Law Enforce-
ment Guardian Games held outside the 
Community. 

“We enjoy coming here. We enjoy 
participating, and we enjoy everything 
about this event. It’s great,” said Bia. 

SRS Communications & Public 
Relations Administrator Taté Walker 
felt it was especially important for 
Community-member kids to have this 
experience as Native American youth 
with special needs. “We’re at a time in 
our society when those needs across the 
board are not being met by the federal 

government,” Walker stated.
“This kind of event really opens the 

discussion of, ‘What do our Native 
kids, our most at-risk kids, the neediest 
kids need?’ When we can come to-
gether at an event like this, not just for 
fun or for movement, but as a Commu-
nity and for uplifting, I really feel that 
brings in another layer of what it is to 
celebrate being Native American,” said 
Walker.

“It’s more than just the surface-level 
feathers and powwows. It’s our kids 
who need quality education, and they 
need funding for that quality education, 
and we need to come together to do 
that somehow. Hopefully that opens the 
conversation.”
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UNITY Hosts Earth Ambassador Gathering in Salt River

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

Indigenous youth will undoubtedly 
be the ones who will help lead us into 
the future. 

United National Indian Tribal Youth 
(UNITY) held its Earth Ambassador 
Western Regional Gathering Nov. 14-
16 at the Great Wolf Lodge in the Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity. 

Western Regional Earth Ambassa-
dors Jizelle Juan (SRPMIC), Laylalanai 
Gocobachi (Pascua Yaqui) and Vydell 
Willie (Navajo) attended the gathering 
and highlighted many of the breakout 
sessions. UNITY Earth Ambassadors 
range in age from 14 to 24. 

As ambassadors, they are viewed 
as leaders in climate advocacy, peer 
education, environmentally safe project 
planning and implementation, and much 
more.
Community Connection: SRPMIC

Juan served as emcee for the Com-
munity Connection portion of the 
gathering on day one, which was held 

inside the SRPMIC Council Chambers. 
Special guest speakers included SRP-

MIC President Martin Harvier, Miss 
Indian Arizona Sialik King, SRPMIC 
senior Patricia King and Discover Salt 
River Tourism Manager Maleena Deer. 
After each guest spoke, they were given 
a gift on behalf of the ambassadors and 
UNITY. 

“It’s a true honor to welcome each 
of you to my homelands,” began Juan. 
“This session celebrates the unity 
between our people [and how] the land, 
leadership, cultural teachings and envi-
ronmental stewardship work together 
to create a resilient and sustainable 
future.”

During his presentation, Harvier 
detailed his personal history, which 
included his tenures as SRPMIC vice-
president and president, as well as his 
younger days. “I never felt I’d be in a 
position like this. Growing up, I was 
pretty shy; I didn’t say much,” said Har-
vier. “But things happened in my life 
which forced me to speak up. As we all 
come together, don’t ever feel that what 
you have to say isn’t important. It is.”

Sialik King’s focal point during her 
presentation was about how UNITY 

helped shape her into the leader she is 
today. “My first UNITY [conference] 
was in Oklahoma [in 2016]; that’s 
the first time I was exposed to what’s 
happening outside of our state,” she 
began. “[That conference] shaped me as 
a person,” she admitted. King said the 
Oklahoma UNITY conference showed 
her a different world and perspective of 
life outside the Community. 

She continued, “We are the original 
stewards of this land before anybody 
else was here. We know how to take 
care of the land best. Even today, our 
canal systems are being used by cities 
and other populations of people living 
in Arizona. The idea of land owner-
ship was never thought of. You never 
thought you could own a mountain, or 
an acre of land. Instead, the thought 
was, you care for the land.”

Patricia King followed Sialik King’s 
presentation. “It’s kind of hard for me 
to speak in front of you. I see a lot of 
young people. It makes me feel very 
honored to be in front of you. I know 
other times, a lot of people say that 
about elders, but I say that about you 
all,” she began. 

When King was informed of the 
age range of the UNITY members, she 
laughed and jokingly admitted, “I don’t 
even remember being 14 years old.”

Her presentation explained how the 
people existed before running water, 

electricity and the internet. “Growing 
up, we had dirt floors,” she said. “When 
I think about those things, I think about 
how far we’ve come and where you’re 
at now. Think about your grandparents 
and how they lived. Now we don’t have 
dirt floors anymore; we have inside 
plumbing too. It makes me feel good 
to see you all here because you’re all 
working so hard wherever you go.”

She added, “Culture and environment 
are the same thing to me. Culture is our 
language, stories, families, plants and 
the sky. All of that is what we call our 
Himdag. I pray for you all that you may 
experience good things in your life.”

Deer was the final guest speaker. She 
detailed how the Community and its 
enterprises work in tandem to improve 
the Community and the environment. 
“In order to protect our sovereignty, the 
Community, back in the 1980s, decided 
we needed a source of revenue to sup-
port the environment and programs here 
and to do it responsibly while honoring 
our Onk Akimel O’odham and Xaly-
chidom Piipaash cultures. When you 
go out into the [enterprise] area, look at 
the buildings. The buildings are unique 
because those designs are specific 
O’odham and Piipaash designs.”

Following the presentations, the 
UNITY ambassadors traveled to the 
Cottonwood Wetlands for a tour. 

The night came to an end at Friend-
ship Park with a traditional dinner 
catered by Ernie’s Catering, as well 
as traditional games and social round 
dancing sponsored by the SRPMIC 
Young River People’s Council. 

3 Takeaways:
•	 The two-day conference was held for 
United National Indian Tribal Youth (UNITY) 
Earth Ambassadors who live in Arizona, 
Nevada and Utah. 
•	 Jizelle Juan, Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community President Martin Harvier, 
Miss Indian Arizona Sialik King and others 
provided remarks.
•	 The gathering was held to allow UNITY 
members to continue networking and col-
laborating on plans and projects with fellow 
environmentally conscious youth from across 

Indian Country. 

Maleena Deer showcased how Discover Salt 
River helps the Community stay modern while 

honoring O'odham and Piipaash traditions. 

Patricia King provided the UNITY group with a 
few words of encouragement and then sang a 

traditional song. 

Senior Services Offers Personalized Home Care Assistance
SUBMITTED BY SRPMIC SENIOR SERVICES 

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community Senior Services provides 
compassionate, personalized in-home 
care to qualified seniors and adults with 
adaptive needs. Their goal is to help cli-
ents safely remain in their homes while 
preserving independence and dignity.

Wanda White Eyes has benefited 
from the program since 2022, following 
the partial loss of her leg. 

“They help with things that can be 
difficult [for me], like making break-
fast and light cleaning or helping with 
grocery shopping and other errands—
either doing them or going with me and 
assisting me in doing them,” said White 
Eyes. “They also help me keep track of 
appointments and take me, like when 
I have to go to Phoenix to see my leg 
doctor. And, they stay instead of drop-
ping you off and leaving so you have to 
wait for them to come back. They are 
such an asset to me.”

The level of care offered is deter-
mined through a needs assessment, fol-
lowed by the creation of a personalized 
service plan tailored to each client’s 
unique needs.

“At the heart of what we do is truly 
understanding each person’s unique 
needs,” explained Home Care Manager 
Felicia Thomas. “We create a person-
alized care plan that supports not just 
their physical health, but also their 
emotional and social well-being. We 
help our clients stay as independent as 
possible—it boosts their confidence and 
preserves their dignity. And often, with 
a little gentle support, they discover 

they’re capable of more than they 
thought. That sense of self-worth really 
shines through.”

Senior Services Home Care provides 
three levels of assistance:

Level I: Basic housekeeping, mop-
ping, sweeping, laundry, companion-
ship and nutrition

Level II: Level I tasks plus personal 
care assistance with bathing, dressing 
and walking

Level III: Light housekeeping and 
more extensive personal care assistance 
with bathing, dressing, grooming, trans-
ferring and toileting

“We want family members to know 
that housekeeping focuses on keep-
ing our clients safe and comfortable, 
usually in the areas where they spend 
most of their time—like their own room 
if they live with family,” explained 
Thomas. “This approach helps empow-
er families to take an active role in their 
loved one’s care. Our goal is to create 
a safe, healthy and happy environment, 
and we’ve seen how this can really 
bring families closer together.”

Though her daughter also helps, 
White Eyes is concerned for other se-
niors who may not have the support of 
family and friends.

“My daughter also helps with things 
like laundry, but some seniors don’t 
have anyone else to help them, so this 
program is very important,” she said. 

Beyond in-home care, the team 
organizes social and recreational activi-
ties to promote emotional and social 
well-being.

“We prioritize the emotional and 

social well-being of our seniors. That’s 
why we organize a variety of monthly 
activities, both on- and offsite. From 
game days and craft sessions to cultural 
outings like visits to museums and the 
zoo, these events provide wonderful 
opportunities for residents to socialize, 
enjoy new experiences and get out of 
the house,” explained Thomas. “It’s 
a great way for them to connect with 
their peers and stay engaged.”

White Eyes encourages other seniors 
who may need assistance to call and 
learn more about the program.

“I am really glad the Senior Ser-
vices has this program available for us 
seniors who can’t manage everything 
for ourselves, and I wish other seniors 
who might need the help would reach 
out and ask about getting the assistance 
they need,” said White Eyes. 

If you or someone you know may 
need home care assistance, call (480) 
362-6350 and ask for the intake coor-
dinator. 

LEFT: Wanda White Eyes enjoys a nutri-
tious breakfast prepared by Sheresa 
Denetdeel, her home care assistant. 
Senior Services provides three levels 
of care to help seniors safely remain in 
their homes while preserving indepen-
dence and dignity. Photo by Isaac Torres.

AROUND THE COMMUNITY:
HOLIDAY GOURDS 

A HIT

Leading up to the annual Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community Employee Holiday Luncheon, a 
group from the Dayworker Program helped create 
dozens of special centerpieces for the event. SRPMIC 
hosted the luncheon on back-to-back days, Dec. 1 
and Dec. 2, at Talking Stick Resort to accommodate 
all the tribal government employees. The annual 
luncheon is organized by the Community Relations 
Department’s Events division. This year’s center-
pieces included more than 100 gourds that had to 
be cleaned and painted. Under Events’ coordination, 
Dayworker Program workers spent days creating the 
festive gourds. More photos and coverage in our next 
issue!

Jizelle Juan, SRPMIC student and UNITY 
Earth Ambassador, served as emcee for the 
Community Connection portion of the UNITY 
gathering.
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2025 TAX SEASON 
1099-MISC/NEC 
 

Important: Update Your Address to Receive Your Tax Forms 

If you receive a quarterly Per Capita payment, you will be issued a 
1099-MISC tax form. Day Laborers will receive a 1099-NEC tax 
form. Both forms are required for your annual income tax return. 

Ensure your tax forms are mailed to the right place! 

 Deadline: Update your address with the Enrollment Office 
by December 12, 2025. 

 1099 Forms are mailed: By January 31, 2026. 

If you have questions regarding your address, call the Enrollment 
Office at 480-362-7330. 

For tax form questions, call the SRPMIC Finance Department at 
480-362-7799 or email: FinTaxForms@srpmic-nsn.gov.       

How to update 
your address? 

Call the Enrollment 
Office at                

480-362-7330 

Fax your Information 
Verification form to 

480-362-7714 

Email: 
EnrollmentHotline@

srpmic-nsn.gov 

In-Person: Fill out an 
Information Verification 
form at the Enrollment 

Office 

SRPMIC ENROLLMENT 
OFFICE 

Two Waters B -3rd fl  
10005 E. Osborn Road, 
Scottsdale, AZ 85256 

480-362-7330 

M-F 8:00am – 5:00pm 
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7 STARS OF ARIZONA, LLC	
Concrete & Masonry construction, Gen-
eral contracting ROC#26357. Angela 
Willeford, (602) 889-7290 angelawill-
eford@sevenstarscompany.com
AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING 
RMG MECHANICAL		
Community Member owned business. 
One job done right the first time! 
We service all makes and models. 
#ROC310871. Bonded & Insured. Re-
becca Gonzales, (480) 334-1257/ (480) 
823-2802 Rmgmechanical@gmail.com
ART & MAX’S LANDSCAPING	
Free estimates mowing, service, 
sprinkler, repair, trimming tree clean 
up, maintenance. Max, (480) 667-9403 
art&maxlandscaping@gmail.com
A’S FAMILY LANDSCAPING	
Lawn Maintenance, Shrub/Tree Trim-
ming and Debris/Trash Removal. FREE 
ESTIMATES. L. Azule, (480) 467-8449
AU-AUTHUM KI, INC.		
Commercial construction. Margaret 
Rodriguez, (480) 250-7566
BOXING BEARS PHOTOGRAPHY	
Boxing Bears Photography is a photog-
raphy business based in Scottsdale, 
Arizona. We specialize in portrait 
photography and photo booths. Cody 
Wood, (480) 272-4035 boxingbears-
photography.com cody@boxingbears-
photography.com
DAJ NATIVE DESIGNS		
Printing, DTS, sublimation for drink-
ware and engraving www.dajcreations.
com 480-584-0401 dajnativedesigns@
gmail.com
DALIA’S LANDSCAPING		
Yard maintenance / tree trimming, 
sprinkler repairs and service. Sherry 
Harris, (480) 275-9934 / 		
daliaresendiz0815@icloud.com
DALLAS PROFESSIONAL PAINTING	
Commercial Painting Com-
pany, Licensed, Bonded, Insured, 
ROC#250102 David Dallas, (623) 337-
4070 david@dallaspropainting.com
DESERT’S EDGE, LLC		
Professional Landscaping Services 
and Maintenance Weekly, Bi-Weekly, 
Monthly, Clean Ups, Trimming, Sprin-
kler Repair & Grass Seeding. For a free 
estimate, call or text 480-646-2587
ERNIE’S CATERING		
Food catering for all your needs Ernie 
Lopez (chef and owner) (480) 907-
8945 erniescateringbusiness@yahoo.
com

GOODLIFE NUTRITION		
Healthy plant-based juices and smooth-
ies, meal-replacement options and 
event catering. Order online by visiting 
instagram! @goodlifeaz goodlife.nutri-
tion@yahoo.com (480)274-3306
HEAVENLY TOUCH CLEANING	
SRPMIC Member Owned and operated 
specializing in residential and commer-
cial cleaning services; get a  quote by 
phone or emailing contact information 
below. Yesika Saldivar-Zotigh, Owner 
(602) 301-9832 Heavenlytouch08@
yahoo.com
KI: PROPERTY SERVICES	
Fully Licensed. Grading, Lot Clearing, 
Gravel Spread, Trash Haul, Landscap-
ing, General Home Repair. Call for 
Per Cap Specials! 480-369-2018 
ki.property.services81@gmail.com
LB’s HAIR SALON		
For all your hair needs. Over 30+ years 
of experience specializing in trending 
haircuts, color, highlighting, perms, 
blow dry’s and also manicures, pedi-
cures and facial waxing. Linda Baptisto, 
(602) 525-9142 hairbylindab@yahoo.
com
MOQUINO’S BODY & PAINT LLC.	
Auto Body Work and Paint LLC. Com-
munity Member 15% discount. Pete 
Moquino, (480) 236-3033 moquinoscu-
stompaint@yahoo.com
NATIVE CREATIVE APPAREL, LLC	
Native American themed clothing for 
babies, kids and adults. Design your 
own custom shirts Isaac Lopez, (480) 
410-8685 /(562) 761-9341 nativecre-
ativeapparel@gmail.com
NATIVE GROUND COFFEE	
A Native American coffee company 
from Salt River. Winter Wood, (480) 
522-8393 www.nativegroundcoffee.com
NATURES DEFENSE		
Do it yourself pest control. All organic, 
non-toxic, chemical free. Safe/effec-
tive against roaches, scorpions, fleas/
ticks, beetles, bed bugs and more! JB 
Cortez, (480) 453-9371 saltriverjb@
gmail.com
PIMA AWARDS PROMOTIONAL 
PRODUCTS, INC		
Promo items, silkscreen/embroider 
apparel, custom awards and printing 
services. 15610 N 35th Ave Ste #7 
Phoenix, AZ 85053 www.pimaawards.
com Ron Lee, (623) 271-8311
PIMARA CONSTRUCTION	
Civil & structural engineering. Virginia 
Loring, (480) 251-6849 vlpimara@cox.
net

PIIPASH SHELL		
4001. N. Pima Rd., Scottsdale, AZ Mi-
chael Smith- Owner Piipash LLC (480) 
947-6400 (store) piipash@hotmail.com
RED CACTUS PHOTOGRAPHY	
Professional Photography for all occa-
sions: business, commercial, extreme 
adventure, family gatherings, portraits, 
real estate, social media, sports, 
and weddings. D. Gonzales, (480) 
828-5863 redcactusphotography480@
gmail.com
RED MOUNTAIN ENGINEERING, LLC	
Full service civil engineering, surveying 
and consulting firm. Patrick D. Dallas, 
(480) 237-2708 www.redmtnengineer-
ing.com
REZHAWK TOWING & RECOVERY, 
LLC 
Please call for appointment. Lock out 
available Eric Schurz, (480) 735-9730 
rezhawktowingandrecovery@yahoo.
com
ROUGH COUNTRY HANDYMAN AND 
REMOVAL SERVICE 
Lester Loring 480-512-2262,  
RoughCountryHRS@gmail.com 
Mon-Sat, 7 am-6 pm (message after 6) 
Minor Home Repairs, doors/knobs 
maintenance, screens, small concrete 
installation/repair, small DIY projects, 
TV Mounting, Junk Removal Services, 
Debris Hauling, etc.  
SALT RIVER HOSPITALITY	
Food service, bar, janitorial equipment 
and supplies. J.B. Cortez, (480) 945-
0062 saltriverjb@gmail.com Location 1: 
Phoenix Park-N-Swap Location 2: The 
Spot on Camelback 
STAYSHONS CHEVRON		
Community Member owned business 
since 1994. Boyd Chiago, (480) 990-
2004
THE MAIN INGREDIENT		
Home and commercial quality kitchen 
supplies, open to the public. J.B. 
Cortez, (480) 945-0062 themainingredi-
entaz@gmail.com
THE SPOT ON CAMELBACK	
An Open Air Market And Multicultural 
Gathering! Handmade arts, crafts, 
and jewelry, clothing, tools, kitchen 
supplies, and more. JB Cortez  (480) 
945-0062  11514 E. Camelback Rd. 
Scottsdale, 85256 thespotoncamel-
back@gmail.com thespotoncamelback.
com 
VMK ENTERPRISES, INC	
Janitorial supplies. Sheryl@vmkenter-
prises.com

If we CANNOT contact you by phone or email, your business will be removed from the listing. 
Call O’odham Action News at (480) 362-7750 to have your business put back on the listing.

SALT RIVER BUSINESS LISTINGS
LEHI CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1452 E. Oak St. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Merrill Jones
(480) 234-6091
SERVICES: Visit us on Facebook Live 
and in person. Search for Lehi Church of 
the Nazarene.
Sun. School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.
Sun. Night Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Wed. Devotion Night 6:30 p.m.
SOAR Group 2nd & 4th Friday, 7 p.m.
Mon. night Prayer Meeting, 6 p.m.
Singspiration, last Sundays at 6 p.m.
FERGUSON MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH
1512 E. McDowell Rd. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Neil Price
(480) 278-0750
SERVICES: Sunday Worship Service, 
10 a.m. Now available through the Zoom 
app. Call church for Zoom ID. 
LEHI PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1342 E. Oak Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Annette Lewis
annette.f.lewis@gmail.com
(480) 404-3284
SERVICES: Sunday Services 10 a.m.,
Communion First Sundays at 10 a.m.
Birthday Sunday Potluck- Last Sunday of 
the Month, after services.
Youth Devotion/Music (bring your instru-
ments!) last 2 Saturdays of the month 
at 4 p.m.
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
PAPAGO WARD
2056 N. Extension Rd. Scottsdale
AZ, 85256
(480) 947-1084
SERVICES: Sunday service begins at 
10 a.m.
PIMA CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
12207 E. Indian School Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85256
Pastor Marty Thomas
(480) 874-3016/ Home: (480) 990-7450
SERVICES: Sunday service 11 a.m.
Lord’s Supper every first Sunday of
the month (potluck after)

SALT RIVER ASSEMBLY OF GOD
10657 E. Virginia Ave. Scottsdale, AZ 
85256
Rev. WinterElk Valencia 
(480) 947-5278
saltriveragchurch.com
SERVICES: Sunday Morning Prayer 10 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m., Thursday Bible 
Study 6pm
SALT RIVER CHURCH OF CHRIST
430 N. Dobson Rd. Suite 105
Mesa, AZ 85201
(720) 626-2171, Josh Austin
SaltRiverChurchofChrist.com
SERVICES: Bible Class 9:30 a.m. -10:30 
a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Sunday Bible Class 6 p.m., Bible Study 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.
Local transportation available, please call 
phone number above
SALT RIVER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 10125
Scottsdale, AZ 85271
E: SaltRiverPresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook
Pastor Charlotte Fafard
SERVICES: Sunday Service, 1 p.m.,
Communion first Sunday of the month
ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC MISSION
3090 N. Longmore, Scottsdale, AZ 
(602) 292-4466 (cell)
Administrator: Deacon Jim Trant
Parish President: Cindy Thomas
Father Peter McConnell and Father 
Antony Tinker
SERVICES: Sunday Mass 12 p.m.,
Holy Hours 1 p.m.
SOARING EAGLE MINISTRIES INTER-
NATIONAL (SEMI)
Marriott Courtyard, 5201 N. Pima Rd. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85250
Apostle Edward Chance
apostleeac@gmail.com
(480) 516-6509
SERVICES: 10 AM on Sundays
Visit us on Facebook Live, Wednesdays 
at 7 PM for Voice of Truth

VICTORY CENTER
1231 E Oak St. 
Mesa, AZ 85203
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz
480-427-4678
SERVICES: First and Third Tuesdays at 
6:30 p.m.
Follow us @vomsrvictorycenter on 
instagram
VICTORY OUTREACH CHURCH MESA 
5610 E. Main St. Mesa, AZ 85205
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz 
SERVICES: Sunday 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m., Youth Nights Tues-
day at 7 p.m.
visit vomesa.org for more service times, 
life group locations, and events
Follow us @vomesachurch on Instagram
MORNINGSTAR APOSTOLIC CHURCH
3263 E Guadalupe Rd, Gilbert, Arizona 
85234
Bishop Daniel Lizarraga and Pastor 
Jason Lizarraga
SERVICES: Sunday 2:30 p.m., Wednes-
day 8-11 a.m., Bible classes Wednes-
days at 7 p.m.
Visit msactruth.com for more
Follow us @morningstarapostolic on 
Instagram and on Facebook at facebook.
com/msactruth
REDEEMER APOSTOLIC CHURCH
200 E First St Mesa, AZ 85201
Pastors Santos and Andrea Navarrete 
https://www.redeemerministries.com/
SERVICES: Sunday 11 a.m. English, 
1:30 p.m. Spanish, Wednesday 7 p.m.

Please call the Church ahead of time to confirm information.
Information was correct at the time of print, however, services may have changed since then.

SALT RIVER CHURCH LISTINGS

O'odham Action News is published bi-weekly by the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. Editorials 
and articles are the sole responsibility of the authors, 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion, attitude or 
philosophy of O'odham Action News or the Salt River  
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

O'odham Action News encourages the submission 
of letters to the Editor. However, letters must be typed 
or printed clearly, and should include the writer’s name, 
address and phone number. This information is for 
verification only. Other submission of articles, artwork and 
photos are encouraged. O'odham Action News does not 
assume responsibility for unsolicited materials and does 
not guarantee publication upon submission.

O'odham Action News reserves the right to reject any 
advertising, material or letter submitted for publication.

Advertising rates are available on request. O'odham 
Action News does not endorse any product or services 
accepted as advertising on these pages. All contributions 
or information may be sent to:

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS
10,005 E. Osborn Road,
Scottsdale, AZ 85256

DALTON WALKER
MANAGING EDITOR 

(480) 362-3281
dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

CHRIS PICCIUOLO 
NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-6626
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov 

JUAN YSAGUIRRE
NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-7323
juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

ANDREEA MIGUEL
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andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

ZOE HERNANDEZ
NEWS REPORTER - TEMP

zoe.hernandez@srpmic-nsn.gov

KARI HAAHR
NEWSPAPER ASSISTANT

(480) 362-2698
kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
MAIN LINE (480) 362-7750

(Leave a message with your name and number 
and we will return your call)

ADVERTISING 
Call O’odham Action News for advertising info.

(480) 362-2698 / www.oodhamnews.org

DISTRICT A 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Jacob Butler 

DISTRICT B
COUNCIL MEMBER
David Antone

DISTRICT C 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Cheryl Doka

DISTRICT D
COUNCIL MEMBER
Su:k Fulwilder

DISTRICT E
COUNCIL MEMBER
Mikah Carlos 

LEHI DISTRICT 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Deanna Scabby

LEHI DISTRICT 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Michael Dallas, Sr.

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

PRESIDENT
Martin Harvier

VICE-PRESIDENT
Ricardo Leonard

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS DEADLINES
       ISSUE      		  DEADLINE AT NOON

	 DECEMBER 18	 DECEMBER 5
	 JANUARY 2	 DECEMBER 19
	 JANUARY 15	 JANUARY 2	

SEND INFORMATION TO O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
at oodhamactionnews@srpmic-nsn.gov 

For more information please call (480) 362-7750.

National Pearl Harbor  
Remembrance Day
December 7, 2025 | 10AM 
This year marks the 84th year 
since the attack on Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941. Join us as we 
honor the Flag of the USS Arizona 
BB-39 and the 1,177 crew members 
aboard the USS Arizona.

Program Agenda

•  Opening Prayer
•  Welcome Remarks
•  Flag Breathing
•  21 Gun Salute
•  Taps
•  Laying of Wreath
•  Closing Prayer

USSArizonaSaltRiver.com | #USSAZatSaltRiver
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DO YOU NEED TO UPDATE YOUR 
NEWSPAPER SUBSCRIPTION?

Contact Newspaper Assistant  
Kari Haahr at 

(480) 362-2698 or kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov
Leave your name, number and message and they will get back to you.

GOT A STORY IDEA?
Email us at oodhamactionnews@srpmic-nsn.gov or call  

(480) 362-7750

CONTRACTED MORTUARIES
Bunker Family Funerals & Cremation (480) 964-8686

Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home (602) 840-5600

For Any Questions Call:
 (480) 278-7050

Main Office Located at:
 Memorial Hall

9849 East Earll Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85256

Office Hours:
Monday through Friday

8:00AM – 5:00PM

Salt River Public Works Department

LEGAL NOTICES 
JUVENILE COURT 

JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT 

ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

ALL JUVENILE COURT CASES REPORT TO 
COURTROOM #3 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Spex, Brittany Arless- Adjudication Hearing: JV-25-0209 
Date: February 5, 2026 at 9 A.M.

CIVIL COURT
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 

INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

CIVIL COURT CASES REPORT TO COURTROOM 
#1/ #2 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Andrews, Elijah Wade - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: 
CV-25-4582 Court Date: December 3, 2025 at 9 AM

Carlos, Laila Athena - Entry of Default Judgement Case: 
CV-25-3178 Court Date: December 11, 2025 at 10 AM

Carlos, Samantha - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: CV-25-
4588 Court Date: December 16, 2025 at 10 AM

Evangelista, Felipe - Evidentiary Child Support/
Evidentiary Legal-Decision Making/Evidentiary Paternity 
Hearings Case: CV-25-4534 Court Date: December 9, 
2025 at 9:30 AM

Hayes, Marcia Lynda - Arraignment Case: CR-26-0016 
Court Date: December 12, 2025 at 9 AM

Hinojosa, MaryJane Azule - Civil Complaint Hearing 
Case: CV-25-4590 Court Date: December 16, 2025 at 
11 AM

Howard, Edward James -Evidentiary Divorce Hearing 
Case: CV-25-4253 Court Date: December 15, 2025 at 

11 AM
Hunt, Trina Solana - Restraining Order Hearing Case: CV-

25-4981 Court Date: December 4, 2025 at 4 PM
Jefferson, Ryan Reed - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: 

CV-25-4937 Court Date: December 18, 2025 at 9 AM
Juan, Hatti Louise - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: CV-25-

4591 Court Date: December 16, 2025 at 11:30 AM
Lewis, Roxanne - Order to Show Cause Hearing Case: 

CV-25-0784 Court Date: December 8, 2025 at 9 AM
Melendez, Nicole- Order to Show Cause Hearing Case: 

CV-24-5856 Court Date: December 18, 2025 at 9 AM
Miguel Jr., Michael Wayne - Evidentiary Guardianship 

Hearing Case: CF-21-0015 Court Date: November 20, 
2025 at 10 AM

Miles, James Spotted Hawk - Initial Paternity Hearing 
Case: CV-25-3633 Court Date: December 3, 2025 at 
10:30 AM

Perez, Janelle Marie - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: CV-
25-4593 Court Date: December 1, 2025 at 9:30 AM

Pilcher, Floyd - Entry of Default Judgement Case: CV-25-
3624 Court Date: December 8, 2025 at 10 AM

Raphael, Roxanna - Evidentiary Guardianship Hearing 
Case: CV-25-3811 Court Date: November 20, 2025 at 
9 AM

Salazar, Gabriel - Restraining Order Hearing Case: CV-
25-4848 Court Date: November 20, 2025 at 4 PM

Talamantez, Rachelle Rae - Order to Show Cause 
Hearing Case: CV-24-2773 Court Date: December 17, 
2025 at 9 AM

Triplett, Bruce - Evidentiary Paternity/Custody/Child 
Support Hearing Case: CV-25-4935 Court Date: 
December 18, 2025 at 9 AM

Washington, Edward Lynn - Entry of Default Judgement 
Hearing Case: CV-25-3181 Court Date: December 18, 
2025 at 10:30 AM

Webster, Crystal Margo - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: 
CV-25-4594 Court Date: December 1, 2025 at 10 AM

DEFAULT NOTICES 
BAPTISTO, AMBER

NOTICE OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT
CV-25-0897

Michelle Baptisto v. Amber Baptisto
To:  Amber Baptisto
Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community Court, State 

of Arizona, Maricopa County original jurisdiction court 
case number CV-25-0897

Notice of Default Judgment is hereby given ORDERED 
AND ADJUDGED that default judgment against 
Respondent, Amber Baptisto, is hereby ENTERED. It is 
further, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that Respondent, 
Amber Baptisto, shall pay Petitioner, Michelle Baptisto. 
Payment shall be made to Petitioner within thirty (30) 
days of this Order in the amount of $2,200.00. This 
order is final and shall be served on Respondent in 
accordance to Rule 5-20(c). For a copy of this Order 
please contact the Salt River Court at 480-362-6315.

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY 
COURT     

CARLOS, LAILA ATHENA
DEFAULT NOTICE

CV-25-3178
Country Club Cars v. Laila Athena Carlos
To: Laila Athena Carlos, RESPONDENT
1. A Civil Complaint has been filed against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is 
urgent if you do not want judgment entered against 
you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must file a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default)

DATED: October 20, 2025
CLERK OF THE SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN 
COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

FLORES, LANCE 
NOTICE OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT

CV-25-0859
Country Club Cars v. Lance Flores
To:  Lance Flores 
Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community Court, State 

of Arizona, Maricopa County original jurisdiction court 
case number: CV-25-0859

Notice of Default Judgment is hereby given ORDERED 
AND ADJUDGED that default judgment against 
Respondent, Lance Flores, is hereby ENTERED. It is 
further, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that Respondent, 
Lance Flores, shall pay Petitioner, Country Club Cars. 
Payment shall be made to Petitioner within sixty (30) 
days of this Order. This order is final and shall be 
served on Respondent in accordance to Rule 5-20(c). 
For a copy of this Order please contact the court at 

480-362-6315.

LEWIS, ROXANNE 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

CV-25-0784
Country Club Cars v. Roxanne Lewis
To:  Roxanne Lewis 
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the 

above-entitled court on the 8th day of December 2025 
at 9:00 am in Court Room #2 and show cause why you 
should not be held in contempt for failing to abide by 
Default Judgment Order issued June 3, 2025. 

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

ORDERED: November 20, 2025. 		
Anthony F. Little, II, Associate Judge
SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY 
COURT                                         

PHILLIPS, ALEXANDER DEMETRIUS WILL 
NOTICE OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT

CV-24-3064
Layla F. Shaw v. Alexander Demetrius Will Phillips
To:  Alexander Demetrius Will Phillips
Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community Court, State 

of Arizona, Maricopa County original jurisdiction court 
case number CV-24-3064

Notice of Default Judgment is hereby given ORDERED 
AND ADJUDGED that default judgment against 
Respondent, Alexander Demetrius Will Phillips, hereby 
ENTERED. It is further, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED 
that Respondent, Alexander Demetrius Will Phillips, 
shall pay Layla F. Shaw and has ten (10) days to 
respond from date of publication. For a copy of this 
Order please contact the Salt River Court at 480-362-
6315.

PILCHER, FLOYD 
DEFAULT NOTICE

CV-25-3624
Key Building Rentals Inc. v. Floyd Pilcher
To: Floyd Pilcher, RESPONDENT
1. A Civil Complaint has been filed against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is 
urgent if you do not want judgment entered against 
you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must file a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default)

DATED: October 7, 2025
CLERK OF THE SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN 
COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

PUBLIC WORKS NOTICE
SRPMIC Council has approved the nightly closures of the Salt River 

and Lehi Cemeteries due to continued vandalism.
The Salt River and Lehi Cemeteries will be closed from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m.
If you have any questions, please contact Memorial Services at 

(480) 278-7050

Public Comments on Proposed Amendments to the Divorce Ordinance –  
Chapter 10, Article 2, Division 1

Comment Period: September 25-December 23, 2025
On Wednesday, September 24, 2025, the SRPMIC Council approved a 90-day public comment period 

for the following proposed amendments to the Community’s Divorce Ordinance (“Ordinance”).
The changes to the Ordinance are summarized below:
•	 Add no-fault divorce and legal separation;
•	 Provide more guidance on actions the Community Court can take, along with issuing a divorce order 

(e.g., property distribution, name change, etc.);
•	 More guidelines surrounding alimony and child support; and,
•	 Allow parties to create their own separation agreement to be approved by the Court.

The public comment period lasts until December 23, 2025. The Legal Services Office and Office of 
General Counsel will attend district meetings within the Community to discuss the Ordinance, answer 
questions, and collect comments.

Please submit all comments in writing either to the Community’s intranet “Ordinance Public Comment” 
page, or via standard mail or email to the following:

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
The Office of the General Counsel

10,005 East Osborn Road
Scottsdale, Arizona 85256

OrdPublicComment@srpmic-nsn.gov

The full text of the proposed ordinance can be found by 
visiting https://srpmic-nsn.gov/government/ogc/proposed-
ordinances/ or by scanning the QR code at right:

4th Quarter 2025 ELIGIBILITY DEADLINE:  
December 31, 2025

Must be eighteen (18) years old, enrolled, and living to be eligible for the January 2026 Per Capita Payment.

DEADLINES  FOR CHANGES
Direct Deposit Start-Ups and Changes: 

Friday, January 2nd at 5:00 PM. This deadline is 
for new start-ups for direct deposit or changes to 
existing information. All forms MUST be submitted 
with a “VOIDED” check or statement from the bank 
with the Routing and Account Numbers. 

Forms received by this date will be effective for 
the JANUARY 2026 payout. Forms received after 
this date will not be effective until the APRIL 2026 
payout.

Discontinue Direct Deposits: Friday, January 
2nd at 5:00 PM. This deadline is to discontinue an 
existing direct deposit.

***Failing to notify the Per Capita department 
when an account is closed may delay your Per 
Capita payment.

Per Capita Eligibility: Tuesday, January 20th 
at 5:00PM. This deadline is for submitting the Adult 
SRP-MIC Member’s Per Capita Information Certifi-
cate. Forms received by this date will be effective 
for the JANUARY 2026 payout. Forms received 
after this date will not be processed until the first 
week of APRIL 2026.

Tax Withholding Changes: Tuesday, January 
20th at 5:00 PM. This deadline is for making 
changes to “Additional” tax withholding percentage 
or amount.

Tax forms are available on the Finance Per 
Capita Intranet Site and can also be requested by 
e-mailing FINPERCAP1@srpmic-nsn.gov.

If you have any questions regarding:
-Tribal ID,  Eligibility & Change Forms: 

 Membership Services @ (480) 362-7600 
-Tax Withholding & Direct Deposits:  

Finance-Per Capita @ (480) 362-7710

mailto:theresa.rosier@srpmic-nsn.gov
https://srpmic-nsn.gov/government/ogc/proposed-ordinances/
https://srpmic-nsn.gov/government/ogc/proposed-ordinances/


This Public Service page is sponsored by:

Check us out at. . . 

www.srmaterials.com
Exceptional People…Exceptional Benefits…Exceptional Company 

Phoenix Cement Company and Salt River Sand & Rock, 
dba  Salt River Materials Group, 

both divisions of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

FALL FUN WITH SRMGFALL FUN WITH SRMG

Salt River Materials Group (SRMG) really got into the Halloween
spirit this year! 

The festivities began on Tuesday, October 28th. SRMG staff
participated in Salt River School's annual Spooktacular, hosted
by the School Security Staff. SRMG's Bryce McGertt, Arlena
Moreno, & Kay McAnlis showed up in their favorite Toy Story
characters to hand out candy and run a ring toss game that
drew plenty of excited kids! 

The celebrations continued on Thursday, October 30th as Arlena
Moreno & Nadine Nguyen attended the ECEC Goodie Gathering
on behalf of SRMG, where they handed out healthy snacks and
juice to children ages 4 and under. Both ladies enjoyed
interacting with the families and seeing the little ones dressed
up as their favorite characters

Salt River Materials Group extends a big THANK YOU to Salt River
Schools for having SRMG at both events! Our team enjoyed
interacting with the community and being a part of the fun. 

AT THE ALA SPOOKTACULAR &

ECEC GOODIE GATHERING

AT THE ALA SPOOKTACULAR &
ECEC GOODIE GATHERING

ONGOING
DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP, 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday of each month from 11 a.m. 
– 12 p.m. in room 3104 (Cloud), 3rd floor 
of RPHC. This free, confidential, and safe 
group of individuals support one another 
by utilizing their collective experiences and 
learned wisdom. This gathering is for adults 
diagnosed with diabetes. For more informa-
tion, contact (480) 362-3355.

SENIOR BOOK CLUB, 2nd Wednesdays, 
10:30-11:30 a.m., at the Tribal Library, 
2nd floor of the Ske:g Himdag Ki: (WOLF). 
For seniors 55+ and adults with adaptive 
needs.

REZ READERS, Third Thursdays through De-
cember. Looking for a good book and a nice 
place to talk about it? Then come join Com-
munity Recreational Services and Salt River 
Tribal Library for the new Rez Readers Book 
Club. A club where we will focus on native 
authors and themes for fiction to some 
non-fiction reads and engage in some great 
conversations a we all share our insight, 
thoughts and experiences throughout each 
book. Starting October 16th, Rez Readers 
will meet every 3rd Thursdays, October - 
December from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Copies 
of the books will be available for check out 
(while supplies last). Questions Contact 
480-362-6600/TribalIbrary@SPRMIC-nsn.
gov

TAI CHI FOR SENIORS, Tuesdays, 9-10 a.m., 
Ske:g Himdag Ki: Senior Room. This ancient 
Chinese martial art uses slow and continu-
ous movements to improve the mind and 
body. For seniors 55+ and adults with 
adaptive needs.

LOVE AND HARMONY COUPLES GROUP, 
Tuesdays | 4:30 PM – 6:00 PM | Behavioral 
Health Services, River People Health Center 
10901 E McDowell Rd. Scottsdale AZ 
85256. Ready to strengthen your relation-
ship and build deeper connection? Join 
our Couples Group, based on Dr. John 
Gottman’s The Seven Principles for Making 
Marriage Work. Learn practical tools to: 

Improve communication; Resolve conflicts; 
Deepen intimacy; Navigate challenges 
around family, work, and more. Call (480) 
362-5707 to learn more or sign up today.

YOGA FOR FALL PREVENTION, 2nd, 3rd and 
4th Wednesdays, 1-2 p.m., Senior Room 
of Ske:g Himdag Ki: (WOLF). Standing or 
chair options available. Guided movements 
improve strength, balance and flexibility. 
For seniors 55+ and adults with adaptive 
needs.

SENIOR AQUATIC FITNESS, Fridays, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. at the Ske:g Himdag Ki: (WOLF) 
pool. Guided exercises in water improve 
strength with less stress on joints. Bring a 
towel and wear comfortable swim attire. 
For seniors 55+ and adults with adaptive 
needs.

NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP, First and 
Third Wednesdays of each month from 
12 p.m. – 1 p.m. at RPHC 3rd Floor, Room 
3104. Contact (480) 362-6948 for more 
information. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SUPPORT GROUP, 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at RPHC. Women’s meet-
ings held on Tuesdays, men’s meetings 
held Wednesdays. 

WELLBRIETY 12 STEP AND MEDICINE 
WHEEL, Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30 
a.m. – 11 a.m. at RPHC. Wellbriety is a 
Native American recovery fellowship that 
blends spiritual practice with the 12-Step 
program. Its approach to recovery focuses 
on healing and is rooted in the Teachings 
of the Medicine Wheel, the Cycle of Life, 
and the Four Laws of Change. Wellbriety 
emphasizes creating new thought patterns, 
attitudes, and feelings about sobriety 
based on traditional concepts and Native 
American teachings.

TALKING CIRCLE FOLLOWING WELLBRIETY, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Following the Wellbriety session, partici-
pants are invited to join the Talking Circle 
to share insights and experiences related to 
living in recovery and honoring traditional 

practices, including fellowship, community, 
and connection. 

WARRIOR’S SUPPORT CIRCLE, 2nd Thursday 
Warrior’s Support Circle is a talking circle 
aimed at offering our Veterans a safe space 
to meet and share their life experiences, 
challenges, and successes. The circle offers a 
free, confidential space for members to take 
steps towards recovery by gaining insight 
from others and learning more about PTSD, 
adjustment issues after reintegration into 
the civilian world, and to discuss general 
challenges that accompany service in the 
military.

HELPING HANDS HALF OFF FOR SRPMIC 
MEMBERS, Every Friday Community 
members get 50% off at Helping Hands. 
Open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., closed 12 p.m. - 1 
p.m. for lunch at 10213 E. Osborn Rd. Call 
480-362-5625 for more information. 

BEADING CIRCLE, Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. - 8 
p.m. at Salt River Tribal Library inside Ske:g 
Himdag Ki:. Open to enrolled SRPMIC 
members and Ske:g Himdag Ki: members. 
Call 480-362-6600 for more information. 

CREATIVE WRITING GROUP, Every 1st Thurs-
day of the Month, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
at Lehi Community Building Room 109. 
In partnership with SCC, Creative Writing 
Group provides a creative environment to 
learn and explore prompt writing, literary 
discussion, and guest writers/authors. All 
genres and levels welcome. Open to adult 
Community Members and Ske:g Himdag 
Ki: members. For more information, call 
480 362-6600.

DECEMBER
SKO:MAGĬ MAṢAD

XLY’A SHAXUK MAYK XVIK
5 O'ODHAM PIIPAASH TRADITIONAL ART-

ISTS CHRISTMAS ART SALE, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Cultural Resources. 

6 HOLIDAY CHRISTMAS PROGRAM, Two 
Waters Courtyard, program begins at noon. 
1 p.m. Senior Bingo and lunch served at 

Round house Cafe. Visit Santa, Art and Craft 
Vendors, a Gingerbread House Village and 
more!

6 HOLIDAY LIGHT PARADE, Longmore Road 
closed at 5 p.m. for light parade to begin 
at 5:30 p.m. 

7 PEARL HARBOR REMEMBRANCE DAY,  10 
a.m. at Salt River USS Arizona Memorial 
Gardens at Salt River Fields. See ad on page 
14 for full agenda or visit  
ussarizonasaltriver.com

11 READING ALL THE WAY, 5:30PM - 7:30PM 
at ALA Gymnasium. Join the Literacy for All 
team at Reading All the Way, the annual 
holiday celebration at Salt River Schools 
filled with all things books, reading, and 
storytelling. The event takes place Thursday, 
Dec. 11, 2025, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the 
ALA gym! There will be lots of giveaways, 
prizes, and special visitors from the North 
Pole! This event is free and open to the pub-
lic. Park in the Highland Avenue lot south 
of the football field. Questions? Contact 
Trinidad Yazzie at 480-362-2023 or Trinidad.
Yazzie@saltriverschools.org

11 ASTRONOMY NIGHT, 5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.at 
Scottsdale Community College. Join us for 
a night beyond the telescope with stories 
in the planetarium, then view the stars 
outside on the field. Open to Community 
members and Ske:g Himdag Ki: members. 
Questions? Contact Liesure Education or 
Tribal Library at 480-362-6600

25 CHRISTMAS DAY, Offices closed. Please 
plan accordingly.

26 DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS, Offices closed. 
Please plan accordingly.

31 NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION, starting 
at 4 p.m. at Salt River Community Building. 
See ad on page 12 for full agenda, and a list 
of where to get your wristband to attend! 

JANUARY 
'AUPPA HIOSIG MAṢAD 

XLY'A SHENTHIK
1 NEW YEAR'S DAY, Offices closed. Please 

plan accordingly.
10 SENIOR SERVICES OPEN HOUSE, Calling 

all Community seniors 55+ and their family 
members! Join us for a fun, interactive tour 
to explore the many services available to 
you. Meet our friendly staff and learn how 
we can help support your goals for healthy, 
happy living! Meal for the first 200 guests. 
Seating will be outside, so bundle up! Sat., 
Jan. 10 | 9 am – 1 pm Salt River Senior 
Center Parking available in rear and dirt 
lots. Questions? 480.362.7386

19 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY, Offices 
closed. Please plan accordingly.

24 SRPMIC O'ODHAM PIIPAASH DAY, Save 
the date! Additional details will be shared 
as the event date gets closer.

FOR THE LATEST DISTRICT 
MEETINGS SCHEDULE, SCAN 

THE QR CODE BELOW:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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