
Marcus Lasiloo 
Westwood High School

Kamea Gaso GouveiaECEC

Dennis Manuel 
Pima Elementary School

Rose Casias 
Westwood High School

Sistine Lewis SCC

Celicia R. Waters ASU

Andrew Rome Hernandez 
ECEC

Betsey Sidney Cicero Prep

Ryan Candelaria 
Greenway High School

Benjamin Francisco ALA

Genina Michelle Parker 
Elgin High School

Sistine Lewis SCC

Andrew Osife 
Poston Butte High School

Phillip Osife ECEC

Phillip King IV 
Mountain View High School

Levi Johnson Sr.  

ASU Bachelor of Science in 

Graphic Information Tech-

nology, focus area Digital 

Design, Print and Publishing

Hayden Hogue 
Westwood High School

Jesse Chavez 
Saguaro High School

Jachob Silversmith ECEC

Levi Johnson Sr.  

ASU Bachelor of Science in 

Graphic Information Tech-

nology, focus area Digital 

Design, Print and Publishing

Nolan Fountain 
East Valley Academy

Elijah Jackson 
Westwood High School Dominic Lassa-Corneiro 

ALA

Immanuel Chavez II 
Westwood High School

Gabrielle Martinez 
Primavera

Nalani Lopez SCC

Isaiah Montano 
Whitman Elementary

Dean Brown 
Saguaro High School

Robin Skyfaye Ramirez 

Sherman Indian School

Congratulations Marcus! We’re 

so proud of you and your 
accomplishments. Hold your 

head up high and keep reach-

ing for the stars! We love you! 

Love, Dad, Nessy, Cruz, Mimi 

and Estrella.

Continue to be a smart, bright, 

happy, and playful girl! We 

love you.God bless and may He con-

tinue to watch over you.
                                                 

Love Mom, Dad, Koa and Lj

We are proud of how great you 

are! Believe you can and we 

will be there to support your 

dreams. Always do your best! 

We love you!-All of us

Rose you did it! Congratula-

tions from all of us, we love 

you and are so proud of you. 

Keep up the good work! Mom 

& Dad and The Whole Family!

Congratulations, Sistine! We 

are so proud of you.
Continue to do the best at 

everything you do.
Love, Carmen & Jake

You accomplished so much in 

your senior year. We are so 

proud of you and everything 

you do. Love always your 

family.

Congratulations, Andrew 
Rome Hernandez. We are so 

proud of you moving forward 

to kindergarten! You make 

us so happy and we are here 

to support you in your goals 

of becoming a police officer. 

Mom and Dad

Sweetest Betsey, Congratula-

tions on finishing 8th grade! 

The whole family sends its 

love and prayers for your 
future endeavors. We’re so 

proud of your hard work. Mom, 

Dad, and Shelby

Congratulations Celicia!!  This is the 

beginning of yet another journey of your 

life. We are so proud of the woman you 

have become and are amazed at the 

beautiful soul who continues to grow in 

front of our eyes. We know that you have 

determination, kindness, and strength to 

reach your goals and we cannot wait to 

see what the future holds for you. Keep 

moving forward in your education. We 

love you  From all the Waters Family  

Congratulations Ben! From the 

Miles and Francisco Family! 

We are very proud of all your 

hard work! “And I’ll rise up   High like the waves
   I’ll rise up   In spite of the ache

   I’ll rise up   And I’ll do it a thousand  

 
times again” 

Rise unafraid, girl!

Congratulations to Sistine 

Lewis!! You worked very hard 

to complete this chapter. We 

love you and wish you the best 

in your future endeavors!! We 

will be here cheering you on!! 

You have made us so proud!! 

Love you Mom, Pearl- 
Damien, Gerald 

Congratulations on your 
graduation! Your next adven-

ture awaits, we are excited to 

see where it leads you. Never 

stop growing, exploring, learn-

ing and challenging yourself. 

Love GG Elaina

Congratulations! This is just 

the beginning, you are a star 

in the making, shine on! Love 

Aunty Elaina Congratulations Bubba on 

your High School Graduation! 

Your Hard Work doesn’t go 

unnoticed, the future looks 

bright for you! We love you 

buddy, you make us all proud! 

Congratulations Buddy!

Congratulations Levi! Your hard 

work, dedication, & prayers led 

the way in accomplishing this 

awesome milestone, now on 

to the next! Forks Up! Love, 

Grammy & Aunties J, Rae, and 

Jeri.

We are so proud of you 
Hayden! We love you and will 

always be here for you, you’ll 

do great things for yourself

with lots of love, mom & dad 

& taylor

Congratulations Jesse 
Chavez! This is just the begin-

ning to achieving your dreams, 

the world is your canvas, Much 

love Son!
Kindergarten here comes 

Jachob…Love you Grandson..

Papa Gary Shmmaaa Eve 

Burns Jr.

Congratulations on your 
milestone and showing our 

family proudly bleeds maroon 

and gold! Go Devils! With love 

from your family and kids.

Congratulations Nolan on 

graduating 1 yr early! Your 

mom and siblings are all 
so proud of you and your 

accomplishments. Be proud 

of yourself young man. We 

love you!

If you never know failure, you’ll 

never know the true meaning 

of success.-MF DOOM To my son, Be proud of yourself, for never 

giving up.For staying true to who you 

are. And for your bravery against 

the world.I love you.

Everyone is so proud of you! 

Keep being who you are and 

continue on.  We all love you 

so much!!       Lots of love, Mom and Dad

Hunnielle, I know it’s a lil late 

but we are proud of you!! Your 

family LOVES YOU Gabrielle 

Martinez! Always know You 

can achieve anything you put 

your mind to! 

We’re all so proud of you 
Nalani. We love your deter-

mination to chase your goals. 

You set the bar high and work 

hard. We love you so much!

Love,Mom, Dad, Sommer, RJ and 

Tizoc

Isaiah we are so proud of you! 

We wish you all the best my 

love, may creator guide you 

and keep you safe always.

Love, Grandma Lissa & Mom

Congratulations Dean! We 

are so proud of how hard you 

worked & the sacrifices you 

made. This is only the begin-

ning, we can’t wait to see all 

the adventures you will endure 

and the awesome things you 

will accomplish.   
Love, Brown & Chiago Family 

Congratulations Robin Bob-

bin!! We love you, and are 

so proud of what you have 

accomplished.

Raylynn Jones 
Whitman Elementary

We are proud of your achieve-

ments thus far and stand 
behind you every step of the 

way.  Congratulations on your 

promotion! We love you, Mom, Dad, 
Daniel, Charlie, and Papa

CONGRATULATIONS 2024 GRADUATES!

O
'O

D
H

AM
  ACTIO

N
 N

EW
S

10005 E. O
sborn Road

Scottsdale, AZ  85256
CH

AN
G

E SERVICE REQ
U

EST

PR
ESO

RTED
STA

N
D

A
R

D
U

.S. Postage
PA

ID
Phoenix, A

Z
Perm

it N
o. 319

“Telling the Stories of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community” www.oodhamnews.org MAY 15, 2025

Have You Submitted 
Your Graduation 

Shoutout for the June 5 
Special Issue?

Deadline May 30 at 12pm!
See page 6!

President Harvier 
Travels to OKC for 
Self-Determination 

Hearing
Page 3

***
National Native 

American Boarding 
School Healing 

Coalition Releases 
Annual Report

Page 3
***

U.S. Senator Cory 
Booker Visits SRPMIC

Page 4
***

News Briefs
Page 4

***
Day of Prayer

Page 6
***

Salt River Schools 
Holds Child Care 

Development Fund 
Hearing for Proposed 

Changes
Page 7

***
Capt. Velasquez “Vel” 

Sneezy Retires 
Page 9

***
Seatbelt Safety 

Applies to Everyone
Page 9

***
Can you Solve the 

Crossword Puzzle?
Page 11

***
Echoes of the Akimel 

Mural Map
Page 11

***
Field Day

Page 13
***

McKellips 
Construction

Page 13
***

Legal Notices 
Page 14

***

Continued on page 6

BY ANDREEA MIGUEL
O’odham Action News 

Andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

On March 31, Salt River 
Pima Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity member and Public Works 
Road Landscape Maintenance 
Worker, Jason Largo became an 
arborist.  

An arborist is a certifi ed 
specialist who obtains advanced 

knowledge for tree care. From 
maintenance to tree biology and 
safety when it comes to remov-
ing trees along with other prac-
tices. Three years of experience 
in tree care and an application 
to become a certifi ed arborist 
are required, before one is able 
to take a 200-question test in 
which each individual is given 

Newly certifi ed arborist and SRPMIC member Jason Largo safely removing a branch from a 
tree within the Community.

Six SRFD Firefi ghters 
Promoted to Company 
O�  cers

Chief Tsosie Wood (LEFT) and Deputy Fire Chief Mink (RIGHT) congratulate all six new fi re 
captains on their promotion at the ALA Lecture Hall on April 22.

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Six Salt River Fire Depart-
ment staff were promoted to 
company offi cers with the title 
of captain at the Accelerated 
Learning Academy Lecture Hall 
on April 22. 

Capt. Anthony Garcia, Capt. 
Cris Ries, Capt. Ramon Arenas 
Jr., Capt. Chris Gannon, Capt. 
Adrian Vega and Capt. Xavier 
Martinez were welcomed into 
their new roles with their cheer-
ing family members by their side 
and in the seats.

“As the newest class of 
[SRFD] company offi cers, these 

individuals represent the next 
generation of leaders within 
our organization,” said SRFD 
Operations Deputy Chief Mike 
Mink. “They have all completed 
a tremendous amount of intense 
training, education, and offi cer 
preparatory courses and pro-
grams that have provided them 
the necessary knowledge, skill-
sets and experience to be suc-
cessful in their new positions.”

Mink explained that as 
company offi cers, each will be 
responsible for the supervision 
of a six-person company–an 
engine or ladder company, along 
with a rescue company. The 

Continued on page 9

Eleanor Flores was one of 10 Community Seniors recognized 
during the April 16 SRPMIC Council Meeting held at the Council 
Chambers.

Jason Largo Becomes Certifi ed 
Arborist 
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President Harvier Travels to OKC for Self-Determination Hearing

Images courtesy of House Subcommittee on Indian and Insular Affairs via YouTube.

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Fifty years ago, President Richard 
Nixon championed the idea of “Indian 
self-determination,” advocating for the 
federal government to end its “termi-
nation” policy of assimilating Native 
Americans into mainstream society 
and instead allow for tribes to govern 
themselves and make decisions for 
their own tribal members. 

In July 1970, Nixon told the Con-
gress on Indian Affairs, “This policy 
of forced termination is wrong, in my 
judgment, for a number of reasons. 
First, the premises on which it rests 
are wrong. Termination implies that 
the federal government has taken on 
a trusteeship responsibility for Indian 
communities as an act of generosity 

toward a disadvantaged people and that 
it can therefore discontinue this respon-
sibility on a unilateral basis whenever 
it sees fi t.”

This new policy led to the enacting 
of the “Indian Self-Determination and 
Education Assistance Act (ISDEAA)” 
in 1975.

As part of the 50th anniversary of 
ISDEAA, Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community President Martin 
Harvier traveled to Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma on April 4 to give testimony 
at a Congressional hearing of the U.S. 
House of Natural Resources Commit-
tee. The hearing was held at the First 
Americans Museum and featured tes-
timony from tribal leadership based in 
Oklahoma. Harvier was the lone tribal 
leader from out of state. 

Harvier was concerned about many 
issues related to the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs (BIA), including a probate 
backlog and slow lease processing.

“We entered into our fi rst BIA self-
governance compact in 1995 and have 
expanded that agreement several times 
over the last 30 years,” Harvier told 
the committee. “Today, we operate 17 
programs including tribal courts, road 
maintenance and law enforcement. 
Perhaps the most impactful had been 
the Land, Title and Records Offi ce 
(LTRO). Before taking over the func-
tions of LTRO, it took the BIA up to 
six months to record a lease. After we 
took this function over, the Community 
now records the leases in 48 hours.” 

Harvier later said in a video mes-
sage to the Community, “My message 
was very simple. In order for self-
determination policy to work, it must 
be funded.”

On April 7, the U.S. Senate unani-

mously passed a bipartisan resolution 
recognizing the 50th anniversary of 
ISDEAA, led by chair of the Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs (SCIA) 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and 
SCIA vice chair Sen. Brian Schatz 
(D-HI).

“Because of ISDEAA and the 
expansion of self-determination and 
self-governance across many agencies, 
Tribes have raised the quality of life of 
their people, boosted local economies, 
improved health care delivery, and de-
signed and implemented services that 
are better tailored to their unique com-
munities – including in job training, 
transportation, housing, social services, 
forestry, and more,” said Murkowski, 
in a press release.

National Native American Boarding School Healing 
Coalition Releases Annual Report

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

The National Native American 
Boarding School Healing Coalition 
(NABS) is a non-profi t organization 
that raises awareness and imple-
ments healing procedures to combat 
the atrocities committed by the U.S. 
Indian boarding schools ran by the 
federal government and local churches. 
The Carlisle Indian Industrial School, 
known as the fi rst U.S. government-ran 
boarding school, opened on November 
1, 1879, in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. The 
school closed in 1918 and was later 
repurposed for military use.  

Established in 2012, NABS has 
spent the past 13 years addressing the 
generational traumas caused by the 
boarding school system. 

According to their website, NABS 
was fi scally sponsored by the Native 
American Rights Fund (NARF) until 

becoming fi nancially independent in 
2015. 

Furthermore, in August 2023, NABS 
established an online digital map which 
showcases the more than 520+ loca-
tions of the U.S. boarding schools. The 
information is free and available to the 
public. 

That same year, NABS collabo-
rated with the U.S. Department of the 
Interior to create a permanent oral his-
tory collection of survivor testimonies 
which is also available to the public. 
“Telling my story has been a weight 
lifted off my shoulders. The world 
needs to know,” said Dr. Ramona 
Charette Klein, U.S. Federal boarding 
school survivor (1954 to 1958) and 
NABS Board 1st Vice-President. 

Dr. Ramona Charette Klein is an en-
rolled member of the Turtle Mountain 
Band of Chippewa. 

O’odham Action News has been 
monitoring NABS since 2024 when the 
organization held a legislative briefi ng 
in February of the same year regarding 
Senate Bill 1723/H.R. 7227, otherwise 
known as a bill to establish a Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indian Board-
ing School Policies Act.

As of December 2024, the bill is 
currently being “held at the desk” 
of Congress, which means the bill 
has passed in the either the House or 
Senate and will resume when leader-
ship feels the time is appropriate. It is 
essentially a temporary pause, not a 
rejection.  

In 2024, NABS conducted 168 inter-
views with U.S. boarding school sur-
vivors and attendees from Oklahoma, 
Alaska, Minnesota, Utah, Michigan, 

North Dakota, Montana and Hawai’i.
Nearly 1,000 Indigenous relatives at-

tended the opening/closing ceremonies 
in the 9 states NABS visited in 2024. 

As part of their policy and advocacy 
procedures, NABS also collected and 
showcased administrative records from 
U.S. boarding schools for public view-
ing via their NABS home website. 

Earlier this year, O’odham Action 
News located the names of 10 young 
people listed from the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community that were 
registered in the Carlisle boarding 
school database, which dates to August 
1, 1899. 

“We believe that expanding access 
to these records is essential for raising 
public awareness of these issues and 
ultimately driving a national movement 
toward truth, justice, and healing,” said 
Fallon Carey (Cherokee Nation) NABS 
Digital Archives manager. 

In December, NABS collaborated 
with the National Institute of Health 
(NIH) Tribal Health Research Offi ce 
(THRO) to host the Federal Indian 
Boarding School Healing Summit, an 
event which highlighted efforts from 
NABS and NIH to address the atroci-
ties caused by the Indian Civilization 
Act and Federal government’s Indian 
boarding school policies.

“We continue to value our strength 
among the relationships that we have 
built within our communities, across 
political parties, and most importantly 
among each other. We will continue to 
seek truth, justice, and healing, con-
tinuing to stand in solidarity with you,” 
said Deborah Parker (Tulalip Tribes), 
chief executive offi cer for NABS. 

Interactive Map of Boarding Schools

Native American Boarding School 
Oral History Project
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U.S. Senator Cory Booker Visits SRPMIC

(LEFT) U.S. Senator Cory Booker is welcomed with a sign at Two Waters A. (RIGHT) Sen. Booker, SRPMIC 
President Martin Harvier and Vice-President Ricardo Leonard pose for a selfi e. Photos courtesy of the Offi ce of 
Congressional and Legislative Affairs

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

U.S. Senator Cory Booker arrived at 
Two Waters A, stepped out of the eleva-
tor and saw a welcome sign with his 
name on it. Booker proudly posed for a 
photo in front of the sign. 

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community President Martin Harvier 
and Vice-President Ricardo Leonard 
welcomed Sen. Booker, who came to 
learn more about the priority issues of 
the Community on April 14. 

“We look forward to building a part-
nership with [Booker] and his team,” 
said Harvier. 

Also present for the meeting was the 
SRPMIC Offi ce of Congressional and 
Legislative Affairs (OCLA). 

OCLA secretary Dr. Heaven Sepul-
veda and Sen. Booker had a laugh about 
Sepulveda’s fi rst name.

“This is the fi rst Heaven I’ve met and 
it’s nice to visit with Heaven. I hope I 

get a return,” joked Sen. Booker. 
Booker’s last-minute visit to the 

SRPMIC came a day after Sen. Book-
er’s town hall in Cuk Ṣon (Tucson), 
where he shared the stage with U.S. 
Sen. Mark Kelly, U.S. Rep. Greg Stan-
ton and former Rep. Gabby Giffords 
and talked with Arizona voters about a 
variety of topics.

Booker is a Democrat representing 
New Jersey in the Senate since 2013. 
He ran for the Democratic ticket in 
the 2020 U.S. presidential race. Most 
recently, he made history on the Senate 
fl oor by delivering the longest Senate 
speech that lasted 25 hours.

LEFT TO RIGHT: Sen. Booker, President Harvier and 
Vice-President Leonard meet in the Executive Offi ce. 

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

Editor’s Note: This story contains 
sensitive subject matter that readers may 
fi nd upsetting. 

During the month of April, the Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity hosted several events to help con-
tinue to raise awareness and showcase 
support for Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month. 

Here, in the Community, the Health 
and Human Services Prevention and 
Intervention Department helped facili-
tate weekly gatherings, both in-person 
and virtual. The month-long awareness 
campaign encouraged membership, 
staff and their loved ones to showcase 
their support by dressing in teal, wear-
ing their fi nest denim, and continue to 
believe survivors while remembering 
the loved ones who have suffered due 
to sexual assault. 

ACESDV Webinar – Sexual Vio-
lence 101

On April 15, the HHS team assisted 
with a webinar presentation, “Sexual 
Violence 101,” facilitated by Sierra 
Mark of the Arizona Coalition to End 
Sexual and Domestic Violence (ACES-
DV). 

“Sexual violence is any unwanted 
actions,” said Mark during the webinar 
presentation. Her webinar explained the 
impacts of sexual violence as well as 
informing individuals on ways they can 
help. “An act that is sexually violent 
does not mean someone is forced down 
or physically assaulted. These are all 
unwanted and unwelcome sexual acts, 
taking away a person’s right to bodily 
autotomy,” said Mark. She added, 
“Sexual violence can occur without 
physical touch.”

Mark shared that in a 2020 study 

conducted by the U.S. Department of 
Justice showed that every 68 seconds 
someone is sexually assaulted. “Most 
times, sexual violence comes from a 
person an individual trusts and knows,” 
said Mark. “Usually, the child knows 
the person committing sexual assault. 
Only a small portion comes from com-
plete strangers. More than likely, the 
person [who committed sexual assault] 
was in the child’s social circle. These 
are family members, friends, cowork-
ers, acquaintance, etc.,” shared Mark. 

Later, Mark informed how we all 
can become better supporters to those 
who disclose sexual assault instances. 
“Blaming victims does nothing. When 
the victims are blamed, they are less 
likely to disclose and report in the fu-
ture. They won’t receive justice within 
the criminal justice system and perpe-
trators continue, along with trauma and 
depression. Both go hand-in-hand.”

She added, “Survivors don’t control 
how they respond to trauma. Nobody 
deserves assault. We must remember, 
healing is not a straight line. We must 
always listen and believe survivors.”

The Medical Evaluation of Child 
Sexual Abuse

On April 22, Dr. Melissa Manning 
from the River People Health Center 
began her webinar presentation, “The 
medical evaluation of child sexual 
abuse,” by stating an important fact.

“Saying to a child, ‘I believe what 
you say’ can be therapeutic to that 
child,” she said. During her presenta-
tion, Manning highlighted the crucial 
and important steps her and the RPHC 
staff conduct when there is a report of 
child sexual abuse. 

“We want to treat the whole child, 
even if there is sexual abuse that has 
occurred,” Manning said. Over 115 
guests attended the online presentation. 

Manning’s presentation detailed 
when a sexual assault report has been 
submitted to the proper authorities, a 
medical evaluation is the crucial next 
step. 

“I don’t get into details of time/
what happened. But if the kid tells me 
the type of contact that happened, that 
allows me to test for STI’s and conduct 
my medical piece appropriately,” said 
Manning. 

Ensuring the child is as comfortable 
as possible, Manning reiterated to we-
binar attendees that a patient’s comfort 
level is constantly maintained and is of 
the utmost importance. “I tell children 
we’re going to take pictures of their 
body for this checkup only. No one 
else should be taking pictures of your 
privates. If it happens, tell someone.”

All photos/video conducted by 
RPHC during an exam become legal 
and confi dential documents. 

She continued, “During exam, if a 
child wants to see their body on cam-
era, they can and are allowed to. If they 
decide no, that’s their choice,” Man-
ning said. 

During the webinar presentation, 
photos of sexual abuse were shared 
as Dr. Manning educated all on the 
negative impacts sexual assault has on 
a child, which include anxiety, depres-
sion, loneliness, feelings of isolation 
and much more. “Never discount the 
validity of a child’s story,” said Man-
ning. 

“My job as a pediatrician is to do 
what is in the best interest for the child 
in that moment. Keep in mind, the child 
has been abused in the worst way pos-
sible. The medical evaluation process 
can be validating to the child. Even 
though a medical exam can be normal, 
it doesn’t discount what the child has 
said about what has happened to their 
body,” she said.

Teal and Denim Days
To continue to showcase support, on 

April 8, the SRPMIC unveiled “Teal 
Day” in the Community. Annual “Teal 
Days” are held on the second Tuesday 
of April. Similar to how pink represents 
support for breast cancer, the color teal 
was selected as the offi cial color to 
help raise awareness of sexual assault.  
Community membership, staff and their 
loved ones wore teal to show support to 
those impacted by sexual assault. 

Additionally, the SRPMIC Family 
Advocacy Center highlighted “Denim 
Day” on April 30 by hosting a com-
munity-outreach vendor booth inside 
of the Round House Café. Established 
in 1999, “Denim Day” was created in 
response to a 1998 court-case in Italy 
in which a decision was overturned 
when a judge exclaimed that a victim 
must have consented to her rape since 
she was wearing tight denim jeans. 
A worldwide uproar soon followed 
and now “Denim Day” is held on the 
last Wednesday of April each year to 
help believe survivors and end victim-
blaming. 

FAC staff handed out informational 
brochures as well as handouts which 
detailed the department’s services 
and contact information. Many were 
encouraged to visit the FAC booth to 
write a message on denim of Commu-
nity-wide support by writing in perma-
nent marker.  

If you or someone you know is seek-
ing medical assistance, please contact 
the River People Health Center by dial-
ing (480) 278-7742.

For those needing assistance from 
the SRPMIC Family Advocacy Center, 
please dial (480) 362-5425.

In case of an emergency, please dial 
911.  

SRPMIC Hosts Several Events Commemorating Sexual Assault Awareness Month

BY DALTON WALKER
O’odham Action News

dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

Sober Living Home Fraud Grant 
Program Winners

Eleven Native nations and Native 
organizations in Arizona were named 
Sober Living Home Support Program 
Grantees.

Arizona Attorney General Kris 
Mayes made the announcement 
in May. Each were awarded up to 
$500,000 to provide compensation, 
remediation and supportive housing for 
those affected by the fraud involving 
Arizona’s Health Care Cost Contain-
ment System.

The grantees include Pascua Yaqui 
Tribe, Native Action Program, Native 
American Fatherhood and Families 
Association, Native Health, Navajo 
Veterans Organization, Tucson Indian 
Center, Scottsdale Recovery Contin-
ued, West Valley Health Equity, San 
Carlos Apache Healthcare Corporation, 
Defenders of Children and the Phoenix 
Indian Center. 
GRIC Names New Royalty

The Gila River Indian Community 
held its annual royalty pageant in April.

Gabrielle Garcia was named 2025-
2026 Miss Gila River. First Attendant 
Virginia Rossel, Jr. Miss Gila River 
Paige Thomas and First Attendant Pey-
ton Thomas were also crowned. 

Each serves a term through April of 
next year. For photos of the pageant, 
check the GRIC’s Facebook page. 
New Miss Indian World Crowned

A Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation 
citizen was named Miss Indian World 
2025-26.

Dania Wahwasuck was crowned 
April 26 in New Mexico at the popular 
Gathering of Nations Pow Wow. Wah-
wasuck scored the most points in the 
best essay and best dance categories.

Miss Indian World is a cultural 
goodwill ambassador representing 
Indigenous people across the world.
Indigenous Peoples Day Nixed

President Donald Trump said the 
federal government would no longer 
recognize Indigenous Peoples Day 
alongside Columbus Day.

Former President Joe Biden was 
the fi rst president to mark Indigenous 
Peoples Day by issuing a proclamation 
in 2021. However, the proclamation 
didn’t establish it as a federal holiday.

Columbus Day was established as a 
federal holiday in 1937. It usually falls 
on the second Monday in October

Some states also recognized Indig-
enous Peoples Day.
Indigenous Leaders Meet in NYC

The annual United Nations Perma-
nent Forum on Indigenous Issue in 
New York City took place in late April 
and early May.

Indigenous people from Turtle 
Island and across the world regularly 
attend the two week-long session held 
at the United Nation headquarters in 
New York. 

This year’s theme was “Implement-
ing the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
within United Nations Member States 
and the United Nations system, includ-
ing identifying good practices and 
addressing challenges.”

A recap can be found on the United 
Nations website. 

News and Events In and Around Indian Country



May 15, 2025 O'odham Action News 5



O'odham Action News May 15, 20256

Continued from Cover

three and a half hours to complete, 
which is exactly what Largo did. “It’s 
not super diffi cult, but one would defi -
nitely need to study.” Largo explained.

After a certifi cate is issued, Largo 
has three years before he must apply 
and take the 200-question test once 
again to maintain his certifi cation.

“Trees are a necessity to daily life, 
so it is important to take care of them 
properly,” said Largo, “I will be able 
to use some of the knowledge I learned 
and apply it in fi eld.”

An arborist certifi cation will help 
Largo as he works with the Roads and 
Maintenance crew as they clear paths 
by cutting weeds, shrubs and trees, 
whether it’s trimming or cutting down 
trees along the roads or sidewalks.

“I would like to thank my supervi-
sors [and] managers Jay-Dean Dallas, 
Jennifer Jack, Mike Byrd and SRPMIC 
for giving us opportunities like this.” 

Jason Largo Becomes Certifi ed Arborist

BY NALANI LOPEZ
O’odham Action News

Nalani.Lopez@srpmic-nsn.gov

Across the nation, U.S. citizens celebrate National 
Day of Prayer on May 1.

On this national holiday, those of all faiths are 
encouraged to gather in prayer and refl ection.

Here, in the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community, members, employees and visitors fi lled 
the Two Waters Courtyard for a National Day of 
Prayer ceremony.

The theme of the ceremony came from Romans 
15:13, “Pour Out to the God of Hope and Be Filled.”

The morning of humility, gratitude and prayer 
united all with uplifting and motivating messages 
and prayer for the well-being of the Community.

Speakers included Pastor Josh Austin from the 
Salt River Church of Christ, former Council mem-
ber Tom Largo Sr. from the Well Ministries, Pastor 
Marty Thomas from Pima Christian Fellowship, 
Pastor Len Andrews from the Well Ministries, 
Council member Michael Dallas Sr., Pastor Merrill 
Jones from the Lehi Church of the Nazarene, Gilbert 
Garza Jr. from Victory Outreach Church Mesa and 
Pastor WinterElk Valencia from the Salt River As-
sembly of God.

Prayers were dedicated to the families, incarcer-
ated, churches, military, emergency and medical 
personnel, government offi cials, elders and youth 
within the Community. 

The prayer ceremony reminded all in attendance 
of the power of unity, optimism and hope for the 
days ahead.

SRPMIC Holds National Day 
of Prayer Ceremony

Community members, employees, and visitors gathered in the Two Waters Courtyard for the SRPMIC National Day of Prayer on May 1.

Community church offi cials were invited to share uplifting messages 
and prayers for those in need.

The ceremony began with music by John Kingsley and Sandra Brandt.

Former Council member Tom Largo Sr. prayed for the incarcerated 
members of the community.

President Martin Harvier emceed and offered the opening prayer for the 
morning.

“Pour Out to the God of Hope and Be Filled.” Romans 15:13
“Now may the God of hope � ll you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

2025 Theme:
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Phone and Internet Discounts 
Available to CenturyLink Customers
CenturyLink participates in a government 
benefit program (Lifeline) which makes 
residential telephone or qualifying broadband 
service more affordable to eligible low-income 
individuals and families.  Eligible customers 
may qualify for Lifeline discounts of 
$5.25/month for voice or bundled voice 
services or $9.25/month for qualifying 
broadband or broadband bundles. Residents 
who live on federally recognized Tribal Lands 
may qualify for additional Tribal benefits (up to 
an additional $25 of enhanced Lifeline support 
monthly and a credit of up to $100 on their 
initial installation charges)  if they participate in 
certain additional federal eligibility programs.  

The Lifeline discount is available for only one 
telephone or qualifying broadband service per 
household, which can be on either a wireline or 
wireless service.  Broadband speeds must be 
25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload or 
faster to qualify.   

A household is defined  for  the  purposes  of  
the Lifeline program as any individual or group 
of individuals who live together at the same 
address and share income and expenses. 
Lifeline service is not transferable, and only 
eligible consumers may enroll in the program. 
Consumers who willfully make false 
statements in order to obtain a Lifeline 
discount can be punished by fine or 
imprisonment and can be barred from the 
program.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, 
please call1. 800.201.4099 or visit 
centurylink.com/lifeline with questions or to 
request an application for the Lifeline program.

Salt River Schools Holds Child Care Development Fund Hearing 
for Proposed Changes

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

A public hearing for proposed 
changes to the Child Care Devel-
opment Fund (CCDF) took place 
at the Salt River Schools (SRS) 
Education Board room on April 
17.

The purpose of the hearing was 
to inform Community member 
parents, guardians, Community 
members and Native American 
families residing in the CCDF ser-
vice area (Mesa, Tempe, Phoenix, 
Scottsdale and Glendale) about 
the current plan and the proposed 
changes to the plan, as well as 
gathering public feedback. 

According to the Arizona 
Department of Economic Secu-
rity, the CCDF provides funding 
to state, tribal and territory lead 
agencies to offer services to fami-
lies through subsidized childcare, 
to oversee the regulation of child-
care providers, and to implement 
activities that improve the quality 
of childcare. The CCDF is admin-
istered by the Administration for 
Children and Families, Offi ce of 
Child Care. 

At SRS, the Early Childhood 
Education Center (ECEC) receives 
federal funding from the develop-
ment fund, which is used to sub-
sidize the Extended Day program 
and the Certifi cate program. 

The CCDF team at SRS is 
comprised of program Manager 
Pamela Prasher, program liaisons 
Sarah Talahongva and Tanya Mo-
lina, program Enrollment Techni-
cian Lisette Rincon, ECEC Billing 

Accounting Clerk II Jennifer Cor-
rea and program Billing Account-
ing Clerk III Lisa Loya. 

ECEC leader Michelle Kuamoo 
began the hearing by sharing the 
ECEC services that are currently 
provided. Kuamoo said that early 
education and childcare services 
are funded through two federal 
grants: Tribal Child Care and 
Head Start. The Head Start fund-
ing at ECEC is only for SRPMIC 
children, while Tribal Child Care 
early education services serve 
children from the SRPMIC as 
well as SRPMIC-enrolled children 
residing in surrounding communi-
ties. 

Three proposed changes were 
explained by the CCDF team: 
payments for certifi cate program, 
eligibility and expanded services. 

One proposed change to pay-
ments for the Certifi cate program 
is eliminating co-payments.

“Currently, families apply, 
and they show their income and 
based on that income and their 
household size, they are given a 
copayment that they would then 
give to their childcare provider. 
We are looking to eliminate that 

co-payment for those families,” 
said Loya. 

Another proposed change is to 
remove per capita as part of the 
income collected to determine 
eligibility for the Child Care 
Development Fund program. The 
benefi t of excluding per capita 
would benefi t families by qualify-
ing them for the lowest co-pay in 
the program. 

As for expanding services, cur-
rently the tribal lead agency does 
not allow children to get services 
using CCDF funding who are 
over age 13 but below age 19 who 
are physically and or mentally 
incapable of self-care. A proposed 
change allows a child with a 
diagnosed disability up to the age 
of 19 to receive CCDF funding or 
care. 

Following the hearing, the 
Community was able to give 
their feedback on the proposed 
changes.

You can watch the full hearing 
on the Salt River Schools You-
Tube page for a more in-depth 
look at the proposed changes. 

The CCDF team at Salt River Schools presents information at a hearing for proposed changes to 
the Child Care Development Fund, on April 17.

Community members, employees, and visitors gathered in the Two Waters Courtyard for the SRPMIC National Day of Prayer on May 1.
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BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

Several generations of Salt River Pi-
ma-Maricopa Indian Community fami-
lies met inside of SRPMIC’s Council 
Chambers on April 16 to celebrate and 
honor Community seniors celebrating 
over 90-plus years of life. 

Prior to the recognition, President 
Martin Harvier provided insight as to 
how the celebration came to be. “A few 
weeks ago, Council member [David] 
Antone brought it to our attention that 
one of our elders was reaching 90 
years of age,” he began. “Council had 
a discussion, and we all thought, ‘How 
many other Community members have 
reached the age of 90?’”

The answer? 10 Community seniors. 

The seniors recognized were:
-Alonzo Jose (Age 112)
-Barbara Johnson (Age 92)
-Damon Andreas (Age 93)
-Danny Harvier (Age 91)
-Eleanor Flores (Age 95)
-Hazel Rivers (Age 89)
-Ruth Chough (Age 95)
-Josie Duarte (Age 90)
-Shirley Martinez (Age 90)
-Thelma Gonzales (Age 90)
As families and their loved ones 

made their way into the celebration, a 
photo gallery of the 10 seniors decorat-
ed the inside of the council chambers. 
Many former SRPMIC presidents, 
Council members and managers, 
directors, and staff also attended the 
celebration. 

“It’s a special opportunity ... to have 
our elders [here] today, to be able to 

celebrate the wisdom and the life they 
have brought to our Community,” said 
Harvier in the moments leading up to 
the celebration. 

Each Community senior was 
recognized for their achievements in 
the workplace, academics, as well 
as sharing their favorite hobbies and 
interests they most enjoy. Additionally, 
each senior and the number of children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
and great-great grandchildren were also 
shared. 

Council members greeted each 
senior in attendance and congratulated 
their families as they all posed for pho-
tos. With nearly every seat fi lled inside 
of the Council Chambers, the overfl ow 
of guests had many standing in the 
back area as applause and cheers fi lled 
the venue throughout the celebration. 

Every senior in attendance received 

a bouquet of fl owers and a blanket 
which contained the SRPMIC seal as 
well as their name stitched onto it.

In total, seven seniors and their 
families were in attendance to the 
celebration. 

Following the honoring, Council 
member Antone extended his apprecia-
tion to the seniors, their families, and 
the Community for hosting the celebra-
tion. “I think everybody on Council 
had the same idea that everybody that 
has reached that milestone and has 
contributed through their wisdom, 
knowledge and their ability to be here 
that long,” he said. 

“I congratulate all of the recipients 
that have lived that long and it’s just 
something to be very proud of.”

Then, with a smile, he fi nished, 
“And so, we’ll be back in 10 years.”

The family of Hazel Rivers. Josie Duarte.

Shirley Martinez. Danny Harvier.

Barbara Johnson. Ruth Chough.
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Seatbelt Safety Applies to Everyone
SUBMITTED BY SALT RIVER POLICE DEPARTMENT

Buckle up, don’t pay the price. 
Why is this important?
Because seat belts save lives. When 

worn properly, they signifi cantly re-
duce the risk of severe injury or death 
in the event of a crash. According to 
the National Highway Traffi c Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), seat belts 
reduce the risk of fatal injury by 45% 
for drivers and front-seat passengers in 
passenger cars, and by 60% in pickup 
trucks, SUVs, and vans.

Are seat belt violations considered a 
primary or secondary offense? 

Within the Salt River Pima-Mar-
icopa Indian Community, seat belt 
violations are a primary offense. This 
means that Salt River Police Offi cers 
can stop and ticket a driver or passen-
ger solely for not wearing a seat belt, 
no other traffi c violation needs to have 
occurred.

The Salt River Police Department 
urges all drivers and passengers to 
make the smart, safe decision: buckle 
up, every trip, every time.

For your safety and the safety of 
others, please remember: seat belts 
aren’t just a good idea, they’re the law.

Congratulations!

Capt. Velasquez ‘Vel’ Sneezy Retires 

Continued from Cover
crew is made up of the company offi cer, 
engineer, two engine/ladder fi refi ghters 
and two rescue company fi refi ghters.

Often the fi rst arriving offi cer to 
signifi cant incidents such as house fi res 
or motor vehicle accidents, it is the 
company offi cer’s responsibility to co-
ordinate the initial fi refi ghting or medi-
cal care efforts and direct and assign 
personnel to specifi c tasks on the scene. 
The company offi cer also requests 
additional resources when needed and 
makes strategic decisions prior to the 
arrival of the battalion chief. 

According to Mink, the company of-
fi cer wears many hats. They are respon-
sible for assisting with fi re prevention 
programs and public education, and 
they act as a coach and mentor, provid-
ing examples of quality leadership and 
opportunity for their personal growth. 

The company offi cer is also responsi-
ble for overseeing the upkeep of the fi re 
station, assigned apparatus, fi refi ghting 
and medical care equipment, as well as 
their crews’ personal protective equip-
ment (PPE).

When the ceremony was fi nished, 
the new company offi cers headed over 
to the ALA cafeteria with their families 
and crewmates for a catered lunch and a 
slice of cake decorated with congratula-
tory words. 

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Capt. Velasquez “Vel” Sneezy was 
hired to join the Salt River Fire Depart-
ment (SRFD) on December 4, 1992. On 
March 28, his 33 years of service to the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com-
munity came to a celebratory end as he 
retired from his position at a ceremony 
held at Station 293 on Talking Stick 
Way. 

Guests present for his ceremony 
included SRFD retirees, SRPMIC 
President Martin Harvier, members of 
Council and Chief Steve Brady, who 
came to the SRFD back in the early 
1990’s from Buffalo, NY. Brady served 
as the training chief for many of the 
veteran fi refi ghters who still serve the 
SRFD.

Capt. Sneezy was presented a cer-
emonial ax and honored by the SRFD 
Honor Guard. A table was set up dis-

playing Sneezy’s well-worn protective 
fi re hat and photos from his many years 
of service. 

Fire Capt. Rork said that Sneezy 
wore many hats during his service with 
SRFD, which included starting the 
Technical Rescue Team, his involve-
ment with the Wildland Team, acting 
Battalion Chief and rounding out his 
career as a training captain.

“Training was one of his passions 
and being the training captain suited 
him well,” said Rork. “Being a part of 
his crew was fondly referred to as being 
in ‘Velcatraz.’” 

Rork said that in Capt. Sneezy’s life 
away from the department, Vel is a 
husband, father, grandfather and friend, 
among many other titles.

Sneezy is known to be an avid fi sher-
man “that didn’t seem to catch many 
fi sh,” joked Rork. He is also a musician 
who loves to strum his 6-string and belt 
out tunes. 

(LEFT) Capt. Sneezy at his retirement ceremony while the SRFD Pipes and Drums band plays in honor of his 
service. 

Captain Reis and family

Captain Martinez and familyCaptain Arenas and family

Captain Garcia and family Captain Vega and family

Captain Gannon and family

Josie Duarte.

Danny Harvier.

New SRFD 
Company 
Of� cers

Capt. Anthony Garcia 
– Fire Station 291 
- Engine Company – 
A-Shift

Capt. Cris Ries – Fire 
Station 292 – Engine 
Company – B-Shift

Capt. Ramon Arenas 
Jr. – Fire Station 293 
– Ladder Company/
Technical Rescue – 
B-Shift

Capt. Chris Gannon 
– Rover Captain – 
C-Shift – Will be 
assigned to Recruit 
Training Of� cer 
(RTO) Fall 2025 
Academy

Capt. Adrian Vega 
– Rover Captain – 
B-Shift – Will be 
assigned to Recruit 
Training Of� cer 
(RTO) Fall 2025 
Academy

Capt. Xavier Martinez 
– Rover Captain – 
A-Shift – Will be 
assigned to Recruit 
Training Of� cer 
(RTO) Fall 2025 
Academy

“Service     Respect     Professionalism     Dedication”

SALT RIVER POLICE DEPARTMENT
10,137 East Osborn Road, Scottsdale, AZ.  85256

Phone: 40-362-7775     Fax: 480-362-5568    www.SaltRiverPD.com

OUR MISSION:  “SERVICE, RESPECT, PROFESSIONALISM and 
DEDICATION”

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 6, 2025

SALT RIVER POLICE DEPARTMENT AWARDED $4,000.00 BY THE ARIZONA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF 
HIGHWAY SAFETY (SCOTTSDALE, AZ)

May 6, 2025 — Salt River, AZ — The U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), in partnership with the Arizona Governor’s Office of Highway Safety, is urging all motorists 
to buckle up as part of the national Click It or Ticket seat belt enforcement campaign. This high-visibility effort runs 
from May 19 through June 1, 2025, coinciding with the busy Memorial Day holiday travel period.

Throughout the campaign, the Salt River Police Department’s Traffic Enforcement Unit will join law enforcement 
agencies statewide to emphasize both education and enforcement. Officers will be increasing patrols in areas where
seat belt use is statistically lower and the risk of fatal crashes is higher. “We see the results of not wearing a seat belt 
all the time. We see the loss of life. So often, it could have been prevented,” said Lieutenant William Peel of the Salt 
River Police Department.

According to NHTSA, in 2023, 49% of passenger vehicle occupants killed in crashes were unrestrained. Seat belts 
are proven to reduce the risk of fatal injury by 45% for front-seat occupants and by 60% for light truck occupants. 
Despite these facts, many drivers and passengers continue to ride unbuckled—particularly at night. In 2022, seat belt 
use in passenger vehicles saved an estimated 14,955 lives nationwide. If everyone had been wearing seat belts that 
year, NHTSA estimates an additional 2,549 lives could have been saved. “We're reminding everyone that seat belts 
save lives — no matter your age, seating position, or time of day. Whether you're in the front seat or the back, buckling 
up should be automatic,” said Lieutenant Peel.

The Click It or Ticket campaign is not just about writing citations—it's about saving lives. The Salt River Police 
Department urges everyone to do their part: buckle up, every trip, every time.
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We hope these walls continue toWe hope these walls continue to
inspire, uplift, and remind everyinspire, uplift, and remind every
young person in the Communityyoung person in the Community

that their stories—and theythat their stories—and they

We hope these walls continue to
inspire, uplift, and remind every
young person in the Community

that their stories—and they
themselves—truly matter.

SSSSSSSSSSSSaaaalltt RRiivveeeeeeeeerrr BBBBBBBBBaaaaaaaaaaassssssseeeeeeebbbbbbbbaaaaaaaallll FFiieellllddddddddddSalt River Baseball Field BBeeeelllllliiiinnnnneeeee PPPPPPPPPiiiiitttttttttt SSSSSSSSSSSttttttooppBeeline Pit Stop

Can you solve the crossword puzzle?

Across
4. The Number of SRPMIC fi re de-

partment staff who were promoted 
to Company Offi cers with the title 
of Captain

5. The U.S. Senator who recently 
visited with SRPMIC Council and 
staff from OCLA

7. The sole tribal leader from out of 
state at the congressional hearing 
in Oklahoma City (Title and Last 
Name)

8. SRPMIC Community member 
and newly certifi ed Arborist

9. The Number of SRPMIC seniors 
who were recognized for being 
over the age of 90+ years old

10. The New Miss Gila River 2025-
2026

Down
1. Last name of ECEC leader
2. The name of retiring Captain 

Sneezy’s crew, affectionately
3. Type of offense for seat belt viola-

tions
4. Miss Salt River 2024-2025
6. Arizona Coalition to End Sexual 

and Domestic Violence staff 
member who facilitated a presen-
tation on Sexual Violence

The answers to this crossword puzzle 
can be found in the stories throughout 
this issue of O’odham Action News. 

Enjoy!
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The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution and an 
equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with disabilities. All qualified 
applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or national origin. A lack of English language skills will 
not be a barrier to admission and participation in the career and technical education programs 
of the District.

The Maricopa County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities. For Title IX/504 concerns, 
call the following number to reach the appointed coordinator: (480) 731-8499. For additional 
information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within the Maricopa College system, visit  
www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.

Your future in Management starts here!

SCC’s new Bachelor of Business Administration –  
Management helps students develop a strong  
foundation across critical business areas while  
honing advanced management skills that prepare 
them for impactful leadership roles.

• �Affordable�Excellence: Access quality education at  
one-quarter the cost of a state university.

• �Career-Driven�Curriculum: Gain real-world skills to  
succeed professionally.

• �Professional�Showcases: Build portfolios and network  
at industry events.

• �Expert�Instructors: Learn from professionals with  
practical experience.

• �Personalized�Guidance: Get tailored support from SCC  
advisors and faculty.

bit.ly/scc-bba-mgmt

Attend a free information  
session to learn more.
The SRPMIC Tuition Waiver pays for tuition  
and fees for enrolled SRPMIC members.
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BY NALANI LOPEZ
O’odham Action News

Nalani.Lopez@srpmic-nsn.gov

Salt River Elementary School’s 
annual Field Day was nacho average 
event this year. 

A fun-fi lled afternoon of food, 
water and play brought students and 
families together on April 25.

The event kicked off with a nacho 
lunch of tortilla chips and ground 
beef. The meal provided students with 
energy for the afternoon ahead.

Once out on the fi eld, students ro-
tated in classic activities like tug-of-
war, bean bag toss and scooter board 
games.

Huddles of students planning their 

next move in fl ag football, or lines of 
students cheering on their teammates 
in tug-of-war showcased the student’s 
athleticism, teamwork and competi-
tive spirit.

Surrounding the games, multiple 
water bounce houses provided an 
escape from the heat.

To heighten the fun, a water hose 
from the Salt River Fire Department 
transformed the playground into a 
mini waterpark. 

Teachers and volunteers ensured 
the activities ran smoothly and that all 
students were having fun.

To close the fi eld day, Miss Salt 
River Sialik King served snow cones 
to the students. 

Salt River Elementary School’s Nacho Average Field Day

Salt River Elementary students played outdoor games and activities during their fi eld day on April 25.

SUBMITTED BY MARICOPA COUNTY 
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 

The McKellips Road improvement 
project (TT0342) continues toward its 
anticipated early 2026 completion. The 
project is located entirely within Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity (SRPMIC) land and stretches from 
Alma School Road to the Loop 101. 

This project includes intersection 
upgrades, a raised median, pedestrian 
and bike facilities, and space for future 
roadway lighting. These improvements 
are designed to reduce congestion and 
support long-term development in the 
East Valley. 

A major stage began Monday, March 
24, when McKellips Road closed 
between 92nd Street and Longmore 
Road for a box culvert installation that 
crosses both sides of McKellips. Box 
culverts are structures that help manage 
stormwater drainage under the road. The 

full closure for this project segment is 
expected to last 60 days, with reopening 
likely in late May. 

Before the closure, a Traffi c System 
Management (TSM) meeting was held at 
SRPMIC administrative offi ces in Feb-
ruary to share closure details and gather 
community input. 

MCDOT representatives worked with 
area stakeholders and partners (emer-
gency medical services, police depart-
ments, etc.) to share information about 
the closure. 

As construction progresses, additional 
phased lane closures may be needed to 
complete the work. The project team 
does not currently foresee any other full 
closures, and will continue to share up-
dates to keep employees, residents, and 
travelers informed.

McKellips Road Project Moves Forward 
with Box Culvert Work
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LEGAL NOTICES 
JUVENILE COURT

JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT

ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

ALL JUVENILE COURT CASES REPORT TO 
COURTROOM #3 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Mora Jr., Joesph - Evidentiary Guardianship Hearing 
Case: JV-24-0105 Court Date: June 9, 2025 at 11 AM

Vega, David – Permanency Hearing Case: JV-25-0044 
Date: June 11, 2025 at 9 a.m.

Weaver, Nicole– Permanency Hearing Case: JV-25-0044 
Date: June 11, 2025 at 9 a.m.

CIVIL COURT
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 

INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256

CONTACT: (480) 362-6315
CIVIL COURT CASES REPORT TO COURTROOM 

#1/ #2 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.
FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 

RIGHTS
Andrews, Dracy Devon - Initial Guardianship Hearing 

Case: CV-25-1348 Court Date: June 10, 2025 at 9 AM
Conger, Melinda Arlene - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: 

CV-25-1902 Court Date: June 2, 2025, at 10 AM
Flores, Lance Eagle - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: CV-

25-0859 Court Date: June 2, 2025 at 11 AM
Goodwin, Heather - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: CV-

25-1968 Court Date: June 17, 2025, at 9:30 AM
Goodwin, Heather - Civil Complaint/Order to Show 

Cause Hearings Case: CV-25-0900 Court Date: June 
11, 2025 at 9 AM

Grey, Frances Elsie - Evidentiary Guardianship Hearing 
Case: CF-23-0001 Court Date: June 13, 2024 at 10 AM

Hayes, Ariana Persuasia - Order to Show Cause Hearing 
Case: CV-24-6558 Court Date: May 22, 2025 at 10 AM

Hill Sundust, Julie Isabelle - Review Hearing Case: CV-
25-0604 Court Date: June 12, 2025 at 10 AM

Johnson, Gary - Probate Status Hearing Case: CV-24-
2965 Court Date: May 23, 2024 at 9:30 AM

Kavoka, Balen Kelly - Probate Status Hearing Case: CV-
25-0169 Court Date: June 17, 2025 at 9 AM

Lewis, Roxanne Christina - Entry of Default Judgement 
Case: CV-25-0784 Court Date: June 3, 2025 at 10:30 
AM

Lopez, Monica - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: CV-25-
1458 Court Date: May 22, 2025 at 11 AM

Martinez Sr., Mario Ruben James - Entry of Default 
Judgement/Order to Show Cause Hearing Case: CV-
25-0853 Court Date: June 10, 2025 at 10:30 AM

Osif-Thomas, Daniel Matthew - Initial Paternity Hearing 
Case: CV-25-1935 Court Date: June 11, 2025 at 11 AM

Parchcorn, Ellis J. Jr - Entry of Default Judgement Case: 
CV-25-0899 Court Date: June 11, 2025 at 9:30 AM

Paul, Romelia Nicole - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: CV-
25-1896 Court Date: May 21, 2025 at 9:30 AM

Ramirez, Gabriel Mark - Entry of Default Judgement/
Order to Show Cause Hearings Case: CV-25-0901 
Court Date: June 11, 2025 at 10 AM

Santo, Charnele Marie. – Entry of Default Judgement/
Order to Show Cause Hearings Case: CV-25-0853 
Court Date: June 10, 2025 at 10:30 AM

Short, Lorenzo Brandon - Status Hearing Case: C-23-
0099 Court Date: June 11, 2024 at 9 AM

Triplett Jr., Bruce Kevin - Restraining Order Hearing 
Case: CV-25-1840 Court Date: May 22, 2025 at 11:30 
AM

Uriarte Jr., Rene - Evidentiary Child Support Hearing 
Case: CFCS-13-0032 Court Date: June 27, 2024 at 9 
AM

Ware, Tiffany Sharron - Entry of Default Judgement/
Order to Show Cause hearings  Case: CV-25-0901 
Court Date: June 11, 2025 at 10 AM

Walker, Blaineden Wayne - Entry of Default Judgement/
Order to Show Cause hearings  Case: CV-25-0856 
Court Date: May 27, 2025 at 9:30 AM

DEFAULT NOTICES 
GONZALES, ANTONIO 

CV-24-5850
NOTICE OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT:

Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community Court, State 
of Arizona, Maricopa County original jurisdiction court 
case number CV-24-5850.

Default Judgment is hereby given ORDERED AND 
ADJUDGED that default judgment against Respondent, 
Jasmine Harrison and Antonio Gonzales, is hereby 
ENTERED. It is further, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED 
that Grandparent’s Rights of Visitation is hereby 
given to Lisa Rangel and is hereby ENTERED on the 
10th day of April, 2025. It is further, ORDERED AND 
ADJUDGED that Lisa Rangel. is awarded visitation of 
minor E. G DOB: 04/02/2015. Lisa Rangel shall have 
visits for the entire summer break and every other for 
entire Christmas break beginning in 2025. This order 
shall be served on Respondent in accordance to Rule 
5-20(c). For a copy of this Order please contact the 
Salt River Court at 480-362-6315.

GOODWIN, HEATHER
CV-24-6558

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
Michelle Dyan Baptisto v. Heather Goodwin
TO: Heather Goodwin; Respondent,
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear for Order to 

Show Cause Hearing on the 11th day of June 2025 at 
9:00 AM, in Court Room #1, and show cause why you 
should not be held in contempt for failing to appear for 
Civil Complaint Hearing on April 21, 2025 after being 
duly noticed.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances. 

You are entitled to subpoena witnesses on your behalf 
and to be represented by counsel.

ORDERED this 21st day of April 2025. 
JUDGE JANAYA JOHNSON - SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

HARRISON, JASMINE
CV-24-5850

NOTICE OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT:
Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community Court, State 

of Arizona, Maricopa County original jurisdiction court 
case number CV-24-5850.

Default Judgment is hereby given ORDERED AND 
ADJUDGED that default judgment against Respondent, 
Jasmine Harrison and Antonio Gonzales, is hereby 
ENTERED. It is further, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED 
that Grandparent’s Rights of Visitation is hereby 
given to Lisa Rangel and is hereby ENTERED on the 
10th day of April, 2025. It is further, ORDERED AND 
ADJUDGED that Lisa Rangel. is awarded visitation of 
minor E. G DOB: 04/02/2015. Lisa Rangel shall have 
visits for the entire summer break and every other for 
entire Christmas break beginning in 2025. This order 
shall be served on Respondent in accordance to Rule 
5-20(c). For a copy of this Order please contact the 
Salt River Court at 480-362-6315.

HAYES, ARIANA PERSUASIA
CV-24-6558

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
Sari Celine Torres v. Ariana Persuasia Hayes
TO: Ariana Persuasia Hayes; Respondent,
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear for Order to 

Show Cause Hearing on the 22nd day of May 2025 
at 10:00 AM, in Court Room #1, and show cause why 
you should not be held in contempt for failing to appear 
for Civil Complaint Hearing on January 16, 2025 after 
being duly noticed.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances. 

You are entitled to subpoena witnesses on your behalf 
and to be represented by counsel.

ORDERED this 17th day of March 2025. 
PRESIDING JUDGE RAYMOND L. DEER - SALT 
RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL 
COURT

MARTINEZ SR., MARIO
CV-25-0853

DEFAULT NOTICE 
Country Club Cars v. Mario Martinez Sr.,
To: Mario Martinez Sr., RESPONDENT
1. A Complaint has been fi led against you in this Court 

and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent if you 
do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record refl ects that you have failed to 

respond to defend by fi ling an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must fi le a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default)

DATED: 24st of April 2025
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

MARTINEZ SR., MARIO 
CV-25-0853

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
Country Club v. Mario Martinez Sr.
TO:  Mario Martinez Sr.,
         4318 N. Alma School Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 85256
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the 

above-entitled court on the 10th day of June 2025 at 
10:30 AM, in Court Room #1, and show cause why you 
should not be held in contempt for failing to appear for 
a Civil Complaint Hearing that was heard on April 24, 
2025 at 9:00 AM after being duly notice.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

ORDERED this 24th day of April 2025
JUDGE JANAYA JOHNSON - SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

PARCHCORN JR., ELLIS J.
CV-25-0899

DEFAULT NOTICE 
Michelle Dyan Baptisto v. Ellis J. Parchcorn Jr.,
To: Ellis J. Parchcorn Jr., RESPONDENT
1. A Complaint has been fi led against you in this Court 

and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent if you 
do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record refl ects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by fi ling an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must fi le a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default)

DATED: 21st of April 2025
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

SANTO, CHARNELE MARIE
CV-25-0853

DEFAULT NOTICE 
Country Club Cars v. Charnele Marie Santo,
To: Charnele Marie Santo, RESPONDENT
1. A Complaint has been fi led against you in this Court 

and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent if you 
do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record refl ects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by fi ling an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must fi le a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default)

DATED: 24st of April 2025
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

SANTO, CHARNELE MARIE
CV-25-0853

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
Country Club v. Charnele Marie Santo
TO:  Charnele Marie Santo,
         4318 N. Alma School Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 85256
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the 

above-entitled court on the 10th day of June 2025 at 
10:30 AM, in Court Room #1, and show cause why you 
should not be held in contempt for failing to appear for 
a Civil Complaint Hearing that was heard on April 24, 
2025 at 9:00 AM after being duly notice.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

ORDERED this 24th day of April 2025
JUDGE JANAYA JOHNSON - SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

WALKER, BLAINEDEN WAYNE
CV-25-0586

DEFAULT NOTICE 
Country Club Cars v. Blaineden Wayne Walker
To: Blaineden Wayne Walker, RESPONDENT
1. A Complaint has been fi led against you in this Court 

and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent if you 
do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record refl ects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by fi ling an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must fi le a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default)

DATED: 3rd of April 2025
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

WALKER, BLAINEDEN WAYNE 
CV-25-0856

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTICE

Country Club v. Blaineden Wayne Walker
TO:  Blaineden Wayne Walker
         9256 E. Osborn Rd. Scottsdale, AZ 85256
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the 

above-entitled court on the 27th day of May 2025 at 
9:30 AM, in Court Room #1, and show cause why you 
should not be held in contempt for failing to appear for 
a Civil Complaint Hearing that was heard on April 3, 
2025 at 10:00 AM after being duly notice.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

ORDERED this 03rd day of April 2025. 
JUDGE ARISTINA SANCHEZ - SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

WARE, TIFFANY
CV-25-0901

DEFAULT NOTICE 
Michelle Dyan Baptisto v. Tiffany Ware
To: Tiffany Ware, RESPONDENT
1. A Complaint has been fi led against you in this Court 

and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent if you 
do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record refl ects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by fi ling an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must fi le a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response, and you must make your response 
in writing, no oral responses will be accepted.

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default)

DATED: 21st day of April 2025
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

WARE, TIFFANY
CV-25-0901

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTICE (AMENDED)
Michelle Dyan Baptisto v. Tiffany Ware
TO:  Tiffany Ware
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear for Order to 

Show Cause Hearing on the 11th day of June 2025 at 
10:00 AM, in Court Room #1, and show cause why you 
should not be held in contempt for failing to appear for 
Civil Complaint Hearing on April 21, 2025 after being 
duly noticed.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances. 

You are entitled to subpoena witnesses on your behalf 
and to be represented by counsel.

ORDERED this 21st day of April 2025. 
JUDGE ARISTINA SANCHEZ - SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON PROPOSED ORDINANCE TO CODIFY THE 
COMMUNITY’S PROCESS FOR OBTAINING A WAIVER OF SOVEREIGN 

IMMUNITY

Comment Period: May 8 – June 22, 2025

On Wednesday May 7, 2025, the SRPMIC Council approved a 45 day public 
comment period for the following proposed ordinance. This ordinance would 

memorialize in writing the Community’s long-standing process for obtaining a waiver 
of sovereign immunity from the SRPMIC Council. A waiver of sovereign immunity is 
used in certain contracts and agreements to identify the process the parties will use 

to resolve a dispute, if one should arise. By codifying this long- standing process, the 
Community is doing two things: 1) providing the ground rules to other parties who 

may contract or do business with the Community, and 2) holding staff accountable to 
follow the process to ensure that the Council has thoroughly reviewed and approved 

any waivers of sovereign immunity that may be granted.

Please submit all the comments in writing to either the Community’s intranet 
“Ordinance Public Comment” page or via standing mail or email to the following:

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community The Offi ce of the General Counsel
10,005 East Osborn Road Scottsdale, Arizona 85256

OrdPublicComment@srpmic-nsn.gov
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O'odham Action News is published bi-weekly by the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. Editorials 
and articles are the sole responsibility of the authors, 
and do not necessarily refl ect the opinion, attitude or 
philosophy of O'odham Action News or the Salt River  
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

O'odham Action News encourages the submission 
of letters to the Editor. However, letters must be typed 
or printed clearly, and should include the writer’s name, 
address and phone number. This information is for 
verifi cation only. Other submission of articles, artwork and 
photos are encouraged. O'odham Action News does not 
assume responsibility for unsolicited materials and does 
not guarantee publication upon submission.

O'odham Action News reserves the right to reject any 
advertising, material or letter submitted for publication.

Advertising rates are available on request. O'odham 
Action News does not endorse any product or services 
accepted as advertising on these pages. All contributions 
or information may be sent to:

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS
10,005 E. Osborn Road,
Scottsdale, AZ 85256

DALTON WALKER
MANAGING EDITOR 

(480) 362-3281
dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

CHRIS PICCIUOLO 
NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-6626
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov 

JUAN YSAGUIRRE
NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-7323
juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

ANDREEA MIGUEL
NEWS REPORTER - TEMP

andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

NALANI LOPEZ
NEWS REPORTER - TEMP

nalani.lopez@srpmic-nsn.gov

KARI HAAHR
NEWSPAPER ASSISTANT

(480) 362-2698
kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
MAIN LINE (480) 362-7750

(Leave a message with your name and number 
and we will return your call)

ADVERTISING 
Call O’odham Action News for advertising info.

(480) 362-2698 / www.oodhamnews.org

DISTRICT A 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Jacob Butler 

DISTRICT B
COUNCIL MEMBER
David Antone

DISTRICT C 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Cheryl Doka

DISTRICT D
COUNCIL MEMBER
Su:k Fulwilder

DISTRICT E
COUNCIL MEMBER
Mikah Carlos 

LEHI DISTRICT
COUNCIL MEMBER
Deanna Scabby

LEHI DISTRICT
COUNCIL MEMBER
Michael Dallas, Sr.

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

PRESIDENT
Martin Harvier

VICE-PRESIDENT
Ricardo Leonard

LEHI CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1452 E. Oak St. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Merrill Jones
(480) 234-6091
SERVICES
Visit us on Facebook Live and in person. 
Search for Lehi Church of the Nazarene.
Sun. School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.
Sun. Night Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Wed. Devotion Night 6:30 p.m.
SOAR Group 2nd & 4th Friday, 7 p.m.
Mon. night Prayer Meeting, 6 p.m.
Singspiration, last Sundays at 6 p.m.
FERGUSON MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH
1512 E. McDowell Rd. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Neil Price
(480) 278-0750
SERVICES
Sunday Worship Service, 10 a.m. Now 
available through the Zoom app. Call 
church for Zoom ID. 
LEHI PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1342 E. Oak Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Annette Lewis
annette.f.lewis@gmail.com
(480) 404-3284
SERVICES
Sunday Services 10 a.m.
Communion First Sundays at 10 a.m.
Birthday Sunday Potluck- Last Sunday 
of the Month, after services.
Youth Devotion/Music (bring your instru-
ments!) last 2 Saturdays of the month 
at 4 p.m.
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
PAPAGO WARD
2056 N. Extension Rd. Scottsdale
AZ, 85256
(480) 947-1084
SERVICES
Sunday service begins at 10 a.m.
PIMA CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
12207 E. Indian School Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85256
Pastor Marty Thomas
(480) 874-3016/

Home: (480) 990-7450
SERVICES
Sunday service 11 a.m.
Lord’s Supper very fi rst Sunday of
the month (potluck after)
SALT RIVER ASSEMBLY OF GOD
10657 E. Virginia Ave. Scottsdale, AZ 
85256
Rev. WinterElk Valencia 
(480) 947-5278
saltriveragchurch.com
SERVICES
Sunday Morning Prayer 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.
Thursday Bible Study 6pm
SALT RIVER CHURCH OF CHRIST
430 N. Dobson Rd. Suite 105
Mesa, AZ 85201
(720) 626-2171, Josh Austin
SaltRiverChurchofChrist.com
SERVICES
Bible Class 9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Class 6 p.m.
Bible Study Wednesdays 7 p.m.
Local transportation available, please 
call phone number above
SALT RIVER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 10125
Scottsdale, AZ 85271
E: SaltRiverPresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook
Pastor Charlotte Fafard
SERVICES
Sunday Service, 1 p.m.
Communion fi rst Sunday of the month
ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC MISSION
3090 N. Longmore, Scottsdale, AZ 
(602) 292-4466 (cell)
Administrator: Deacon Jim Trant
Parish President: Cindy Thomas
Father Peter McConnell and Father 
Antony Tinker
SERVICES
Sunday Mass 12 p.m.
Holy Hours 1 p.m.

SOARING EAGLE MINISTRIES INTER-
NATIONAL (SEMI)
Marriott Courtyard, 5201 N. Pima Rd. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85250
Apostle Edward Chance
apostleeac@gmail.com
(480) 516-6509
SERVICES
10 AM on Sundays
Visit us on Facebook Live, Wednesdays 
at 7 PM for Voice of Truth
VICTORY CENTER
1231 E Oak St. 
Mesa, AZ 85203
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz
480-427-4678
SERVICES
First and Third Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Follow us @vomsrvictorycenter on 
instagram
VICTORY OUTREACH CHURCH MESA 
5610 E. Main St. Mesa, AZ 85205
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz 
SERVICES
Sunday 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m.
Youth Nights Tuesday at 7 p.m.
visit vomesa.org for more service times, 
life group locations, and events
Follow us @vomesachurch on 
Instagram
MORNINGSTAR APOSTOLIC 
CHURCH
3263 E Guadalupe Rd, Gilbert, Arizona 
85234
Bishop Daniel Lizarraga and Pastor 
Jason Lizarraga
SERVICES
Sunday 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday 8-11 a.m.
Bible classes Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Visit msactruth.com for more
Follow us @morningstarapostolic on In-
stagram and on Facebook at facebook.
com/msactruth

Please call the Church ahead of time to confi rm information.
Information was correct at the time of print, however, services may have changed since then.

7 STARS OF ARIZONA, LLC 
Concrete & Masonry construction, 
General contracting ROC#26357. 
Angela Willeford, (602) 889-7290 
angelawilleford@sevenstarscompany.
com
AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING 
RMG MECHANICAL  
Community Member owned business. 
One job done right the fi rst time! 
We service all makes and models. 
#ROC310871. Bonded & Insured. 
Rebecca Gonzales, (480) 334-1257/ 
(480) 823-2802 Rmgmechanical@
gmail.com
ART & MAX’S LANDSCAPING 
Free estimates mowing, service, 
sprinkler, repair, trimming tree clean 
up, maintenance. Max, (480) 667-9403 
art&maxlandscaping@gmail.com
A’S FAMILY LANDSCAPING 
Lawn Maintenance, Shrub/Tree 
Trimming and Debris/Trash Removal. 
FREE ESTIMATES. L. Azule, (480) 
467-8449
AU-AUTHUM KI, INC.  
Commercial construction. Margaret 
Rodriguez, (480) 250-7566
BOXING BEARS PHOTOGRAPHY 
Boxing Bears Photography is a 
photography business based in 
Scottsdale, Arizona. We specialize 
in portrait photography and photo 
booths. Cody Wood, (480) 272-4035 
boxingbearsphotography.com cody@
boxingbearsphotography.com
DAJ NATIVE DESIGNS  
Printing, DTS, sublimation for drink-
ware and engraving www.dajcreations.
com 480-584-0401 dajnativedesigns@
gmail.com
DALIA’S LANDSCAPING  
Yard maintenance / tree trimming, 
sprinkler repairs and service. Sherry 
Harris, (480) 580-0501/ (623)-282-
0902 daliaresendiz0815@icloud.com
DALLAS PROFESSIONAL PAINTING 
Commercial Painting Com-
pany, Licensed, Bonded, Insured, 
ROC#250102 David Dallas, (623) 
337-4070 david@dallaspropainting.
com
DESERT’S EDGE, LLC  
Professional Landscaping Services 
and Maintenance Weekly, Bi-Weekly, 
Monthly, Clean Ups, Trimming, 
Sprinkler Repair & Grass Seeding. For 
a free estimate, call or text 480-646-
2587

ERNIE’S CATERING  
Food catering for all your needs Ernie 
Lopez (chef and owner) (480) 907-
8945 erniescateringbusiness@yahoo.
com
GOODLIFE NUTRITION  
Healthy cafe offering plant-based 
juices and smoothies, meal-replace-
ment options and event catering. 
Order online by visiting instagram! @
goodlifeaz goodlife.nutrition@yahoo.
com (480)274-3306
HEAVENLY TOUCH CLEANING 
SRPMIC Member Owned and 
operated specializing in residential 
and commercial cleaning services; 
get a  quote by phone or emailing 
contact information below. Yesika 
Saldivar-Zotigh, Owner (602) 301-9832 
Heavenlytouch08@yahoo.com
KI: PROPERTY SERVICES 
Fully Licensed. Grading, Lot Clearing, 
Gravel Spread, Trash Haul, Landscap-
ing, General Home Repair. Call for 
Per Cap Specials! 480-369-2018 
ki.property.services81@gmail.com
LB’s HAIR SALON  
For all your hair needs. Over 30+ 
years of experience specializing in 
trending haircuts, color, highlighting, 
perms, blow dry’s and also manicures, 
pedicures and facial waxing. Linda 
Baptisto, (602) 525-9142 hairbylin-
dab@yahoo.com
MOQUINO’S BODY & PAINT LLC. 
Auto Body Work and Paint LLC. Com-
munity Member 15% discount. Pete 
Moquino, (480) 236-3033 moquinoscu-
stompaint@yahoo.com
NATIVE CREATIVE APPAREL, LLC 
Native American themed clothing for 
babies, kids and adults. Design your 
own custom shirts Isaac Lopez, (480) 
410-8685 /(562) 761-9341 nativecre-
ativeapparel@gmail.com
NATIVE GROUND COFFEE 
A Native American coffee company 
from Salt River. Winter Wood, (480) 
522-8393 www.nativegroundcoffee.
com
NATURES DEFENSE  
Do it yourself pest control. All organic, 
non-toxic, chemical free. Safe/effec-
tive against roaches, scorpions, fl eas/
ticks, beetles, bed bugs and more! JB 
Cortez, (480) 453-9371 saltriverjb@
gmail.com

PIMA AWARDS PROMOTIONAL 
PRODUCTS, INC  
Promo items, silkscreen/embroider 
apparel, custom awards and printing 
services. 15610 N 35th Ave Ste #7 
Phoenix, AZ 85053 www.pimaawards.
com Ron Lee, (623) 271-8311
PIMARA CONSTRUCTION 
Civil & structural engineering. Virginia 
Loring, (480) 251-6849 vlpimara@cox.
net
PIIPASH SHELL  
4001. N. Pima Rd., Scottsdale, AZ Mi-
chael Smith- Owner Piipash LLC (480) 
947-6400 (store) piipash@hotmail.com
RED CACTUS PHOTOGRAPHY 
Professional Photography for all occa-
sions: business, commercial, extreme 
adventure, family gatherings, portraits, 
real estate, social media, sports, 
and weddings. D. Gonzales, (480) 
828-5863 redcactusphotography480@
gmail.com
REZHAWK TOWING & RECOVERY, 
LLC   
Please call for appointment. Lock out 
available Eric Schurz, (480) 735-9730 
rezhawktowingandrecovery@yahoo.
com
SALT RIVER HOSPITALITY 
Food service, bar, janitorial equipment 
and supplies. J.B. Cortez, (480) 945-
0062 saltriverjb@gmail.com Location 
1: Phoenix Park-N-Swap Location 2: 
The Spot on Camelback 
STAYSHONS CHEVRON  
Community Member owned business 
since 1994. Boyd Chiago, (480) 990-
2004
THE MAIN INGREDIENT  
Home and commercial quality kitchen 
supplies, open to the public. J.B. 
Cortez, (480) 945-0062 themainingre-
dientaz@gmail.com
THE SPOT ON CAMELBACK 
An Open Air Market And Multicultural 
Gathering! Handmade arts, crafts, 
and jewelry, clothing, tools, kitchen 
supplies, and more. JB Cortez  (480) 
945-0062  11514 E. Camelback Rd. 
Scottsdale, 85256 thespotoncamel-
back@gmail.com thespotoncamel-
back.com 
VMK ENTERPRISES, INC 
Janitorial supplies. Sheryl@vmkenter-
prises.com

CONTRACTED MORTUARIES
Bunker Family Funerals & Cremation (480) 964-8686

Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home (602) 840-5600

For Any Questions Call:
 (480) 278-7050

Main Office Located at:
 Memorial Hall

9849 East Earll Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85256

Office Hours:
Monday through Friday

8:00AM – 5:00PM

Salt River Public Works Department

If we CANNOT contact you by phone or email, your business will be removed from the listing. 
Call O’odham Action News at (480) 362-7750 to have your business put back on the listing.

SALT RIVER BUSINESS LISTINGS SALT RIVER CHURCH LISTINGS

PUBLIC WORKS NOTICE
SRPMIC Council has approved the nightly closures of the Salt 

River and Lehi Cemeteries due to continued vandalism.
The Salt River and Lehi Cemeteries will be closed from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m.
If you have any questions, please contact Memorial Services at 

(480) 278-7050
DO YOU NEED 

TO UPDATE YOUR 
NEWSPAPER 

SUBSCRIPTION?

Contact Newspaper Assistant Kari Haahr at 
(480) 362-2698 or kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

Leave your name, number and message and they will get back to you.

GOT A STORY IDEA?
Email us at oodhamactionnews@srpmic-nsn.gov or call 

(480) 362-7750

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS DEADLINES
       ISSUE        DEADLINE AT NOON

 JUNE 5 MAY 16
 JUNE 20 JUNE 6

SEND INFORMATION TO O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
at oodhamactionnews@srpmic-nsn.gov 

For more information please call (480) 362-7750.



This Public Service page is sponsored by:

Check us out at. . . 

www.srmaterials.com
Exceptional People…Exceptional Benefi ts…Exceptional Company 

Phoenix Cement Company and Salt River Sand & Rock, 
dba  Salt River Materials Group, 

both divisions of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Communityboth divisions of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Around the Community     

April 3rd

SRMG participated in the 
White Cap Golf Invitational at 
Legacy Golf Club.

The annual golf tournament 
benefitted the St. Jude 
Childrens Research Hospital. 
The Marketing team hosted a 
booth at Hole #8 where they 
connected with the golfers
and shared SRMG’s mission 
and vision. Thank you White 
Cap for having us be a part 
of your event!

April 12th

SRMG donates materials to 
Batting Cage project for the 
Round Valley Little League.

SRMG teamed up with SRP 
and other organizations to 
help build a new batting 
cage for the Round Valley 
Little League. SRMG was 
recognized in their opening 
day ceremony on April 12th. 
We are happy to support
youth sports and be part of 
such a meaningful project!

April 4th & 5th

SRMG supported the 8th

Annual Piipaash Matasheevm 
by providing lighting for the 
event.

The Aggregates team 
partnered with the Piipaash 
Matasheevm Committee to 
help illuminate the annual 
gathering! SRMG is always 
proud to assist at community 
events – we hope everyone 
enjoyed the festivities this 
year!

ONGOING
DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP, 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday of each month from 11 a.m. 
– 12 p.m. in room 3104 (Cloud), 3rd fl oor 
of RPHC. This free, confi dential, and safe 
group of individuals support one another 
by utilizing their collective experiences 
and learned wisdom. This gathering is for 
adults diagnosed with diabetes. For more 
information, contact (480) 362-3355

SENIOR BOOK CLUB, 2nd and 4th Wednes-
days from 10:30-11:30 at the Tribal Library 
at WOLF. 

TAI CHI FOR SENIORS, Tuesdays 9-10 a.m. 
at WOLF Senior Room and Thursdays 
2:30 – 3:30 p.m. at Senior Services North 
Annex. Join Senior Services for tai chi, an 
ancient Chinese martial art used today 
as an effective moving meditation that 
improves the health of the mind and body. 
All abilities and fi tness levels are welcome. 
For community seniors 55+ and adults 
with adaptive needs. Questions? Call 
(480).362.6350.

YOGA FOR FALL PREVENTION, Mondays 9 
a.m. – 10 a.m. at WOLF Senior Room. All 
Fitness Levels Welcome! Sign up with Ce-
linda Joe at (480) 876-7180 and request 
transportation if needed.

YOGA FOR FALL PREVENTION, Fridays 1 
p.m. – 2 p.m. at WOLF Senior Room. All 
Fitness Levels Welcome! Sign up with Ce-
linda Joe at (480) 876-7180 and request 
transportation if needed. **Last Fridays of 
Each Month are YOGA BINGO with prizes!

WATER AEROBICS AT WAY OF LIFE FACIL-
ITY POOL, 45-minute sessions on Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 10 
a.m., 12 p.m., and 1 p.m. No registration 
required. Questions? Call (480) 362-6310

NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP, First and 

Third Wednesdays of each month from 
12 p.m. – 1 p.m. at RPHC 3rd Floor, Room 
3104. Contact (480) 362-6948 for more 
information. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SUPPORT GROUP,
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at RPHC. Women’s meet-
ings held on Tuesdays, men’s meetings 
held Wednesdays. 

WELLBRIETY 12 STEP AND MEDICINE 
WHEEL, Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30 
a.m. – 11 a.m. Wellbriety is a Native 
American recovery fellowship that 
blends spiritual practice with the 12-Step 
program. Its approach to recovery focuses 
on healing and is rooted in the Teachings 
of the Medicine Wheel, the Cycle of Life, 
and the Four Laws of Change. Wellbriety 
emphasizes creating new thought patterns, 
attitudes, and feelings about sobriety 
based on traditional concepts and Native 
American teachings.

TALKING CIRCLE FOLLOWING WELLBRI-
ETY, Wednesdays and Fridays 11 a.m. – 12 
p.m. Following the Wellbriety session, 
participants are invited to join the Talking 
Circle to share insights and experiences 
related to living in recovery and honoring 
traditional practices, including fellowship, 
community, and connection. Talking Circle 
sessions also take place every Wednesday 
and Friday, from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM.

WARRIOR’S SUPPORT CIRCLE, 2nd Thurs-
day Warrior’s Support Circle is a talking 
circle aimed at offering our Veterans a safe 
space to meet and share their life experi-
ences, challenges, and successes. The 
circle offers a free, confi dential space for 
members to take steps towards recovery by 
gaining insight from others and learning 
more about PTSD, adjustment issues after 
reintegration into the civilian world, and to 
discuss general challenges that accompany 
service in the military.

CRAFT COMMUNITY REINFORCEMENT AND 
FAMILY TRAINING, Support group for 
families of loved ones battling substance 
abuse/addiction/dependance. Fridays 4 
p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at RPHC Room 3106 (3rd 
Floor) For More Information please contact 
Shea Hinton at (480) 362-2739

SALT RIVER VOCATIONAL REHABILITA-
TION ORIENTATION, Bi-weekly on 
Tuesdays 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. Human 
Resources, Two Waters Building B. Walk-ins 
welcomed! Contact (480) 362-2650 for 
more information. 
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MAY
17 CM ANTONE DISTRICT B MEETING, 9 

a.m. at SRPMIC COuncil Chambers. Please 
contact council secretaries with questions 
at (480)-362-7469.

19 KINDERGARTEN CELEBRATION, 9:30 
a.m. - 11:15 a.m. at the Accelerated 
Learning Academy lecture hall. Celebrate 
Salt River Elementary School students. For 
more information, call (480) 362-2400.

20 CM DALLAS / CM SCABBY LEHI 
DISTRICT MEETING, 6 p.m. at Lehi Com-
munity Building. Please contact council 
secretaries with questions at (480)-362-
7469.

20 COMPUTER CLASSES FOR SENIORS,
held at Two Waters Building A - Red 
Mountain Computer Lab. Community 
Seniors 55+ are welcome to attend the 
computer basic classess provided by SRP-
MIC Information Technology Department 
- Customer Care Division. Classes are held 
once a month from 9:00AM - 11:00AM. No 
computer experience is required. We will 
see YOU there! You can contact the Senior 

Services Department for transportation to 
the Two Waters class at: (480) 362-6350.

20 ECEC PROMOTION CEREMONY, 4 
p.m. - 6 p.m. at the Accelerated Learning 
Academy gym. Celebrate our Head Start 
students rising to kindergarten next year. 
Park in lot south of the football fi eld along 
Highland Avenue. For more information, 
call (480) 362-2200.

21 SIXTH GRADE PROMOTION, 1:30 
p.m. - 3 p.m. at the Accelerated Learning 
Academy lecture hall. Celebrate Salt River 
Elementary School students. For more 
information, call (480) 362-2400.

22 PEACE OFFICER MEMORIAL, Beginning 
at 8 a.m. at the Two Waters Courtyard. Join 
your Salt River Police Department as we 
honor our fallen offi cers. 

24 FLAG PLANTING, Beginning at 7 a.m. We 
are requesting volunteers to help us with 
placing American fl ags on the gravesites of 
our communities fallen warriors to honor 
their sacrifi ce and commemorate their ser-
vice to this nation. For more information, 
call (480) 362-7884.

26 MEMORIAL DAY - OFFICES CLOSED,
Please plan accordingly. Essential Services 
will remain operational.

26 MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM, 7 a.m. at 
Salt River Cemetery. Reception to follow at 
8 a.m. at Salt River Community Building. 
Please contact veteranservices@srpmic-
nsn.gov or contact Veteran Services at 
(480)-362-7884 with questions.

27 SUMMER KICK OFF, 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
at Lehi Aquatic center. Come join us for 
games, a raffl e, a photo booth, Community 
Recreational Services food truck and movie 
featuring Surf’s Up. For more information, 
call (480) 362-6310.

28 SENIOR HEALTH & FITNESS DAY,  9:30 

a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at Way of Life Facility 
Fitness Center. Event Highlights to include: 
Group fi tness activities and demos, health 
& Wellness Education and screenings as 
well as snacks and incentives. Sign up by 
May 26th with Dion Begay at (480)-362-
7320  or Celinda Joe at (480)-876-7180

28 DIVE-IN MOVIE NIGHT, CRS Aquatics 
invites you to enjoy your favorite movies 
under the stars — while fl oating in the 
pool! Come out every Wednesday evening 
this summer for family-friendly fun at 
Dive-In Movie Nights. Doors open at 7:15, 
showtime at 7:30 p.m. at Salt River and 
Lehi Pool. Questions? Call Aquatics at 
(480)-362-6310

29 CM BUTLER DISTRICT A MEETING, 6 
p.m. at SRPMIC Council Chambers. Please 
contact council secretaries with questions 
at (480)-362-7469.

31 PROBATE AND WILL OPEN HOUSE,
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. at ALA. Hosted By 
Community Development Department 
(CDD) and Legal Services Offi ce. For more 
information, contact (480)-362-7370 or 
cddprobate@srpmic-nsn.gov
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JUNE
13 SRPMIC DAY - OFFICES CLOSED, Please 

plan accordingly. Essential Services will 
remain operational.

14 SRPMIC DAY CELEBRATION, Save the 
date! More details to come. 

19 JUNETEENTH - OFFICES CLOSED, Please 
plan accordingly. Essential Services will 
remain operational.
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