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A team comprised of SRPMIC Seniors, man- - é
agement, staff, wildlife biologists, environmental
specialists and others collaborated on March 12 in
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
to conduct an eagle banding.

In the United States, bird banding was estab-
lished in 1920. During that time, most species like
ducks and geese were given a federal band.

These bands collect data in four key categories: g T c9E
tracking movement, population monitoring, identi- = g 3 ; % %
fying threats in the surrounding area in addition to ez = 5
monitoring behavior. oY ¢00

Continued on page 4
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Earl Stacey (LEFT) and Carolyn Stacey
were honored by the Piipaash Matasheevm
Committee while Sheila Romero (RIGHT)
spoke on behalf of her grandparents.

Springtime Piipaash
Matasheevm Honors
the People

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News
juan.ysaguirre(@srpmic-nsn.gov

Towing Safety: A
Beginner’s Guide
to Safely Towing a
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News and Events In
and Around Indian

In the heart of Lehi, also known by the
people as God’s Country, the springtime
Piipaash Matasheevm (People’s Gather-

ing) was a two-day celebration held on Country
April 4 and 5 that saw many singers, Page 6
dancers, and royalty from Indian Country
help celebrate Piipaash culture and tradi- Correction
tions. Page 6

*kk

The annual gathering of Salt River
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community mem-
bership in the Lehi district meets twice a
year, in spring and the fall seasons, usu-
ally in April and October. The event was
put together by the Piipaash Matasheevm
Committee (PMC). Additionally, the )

Salt River Steps Up to

PMC receives  Continued on page 9 Host Native American
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: Education Fair
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Westwood Powwow
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Global Warming
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Join the Mesa Public
Schools Native
American Education
Program’s Parent
Advisory Committee
Page 13
Heaven Sepulveda

Completes Her Thesis
Page 14
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Legal Notices

n Page 16
SRPMIC member Brady Enos wins the Kerr AG Poultry Show Westwood Region Champion- i
ship first place belt buckle for his Rhode Island Red chicken named Nugget. Indigenous Athletes
BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO On March 26, students partici- Showcase Talent
. O,""{h“;" Action News pated in the Westwood Regional Page 17
: chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov Show, which included present-
s ing their chickens to a judge Capt. Steve Wood
M Students at the Kerr Center Retires
- C . who walked down one end of a
for Agriscience, a public school Page 17

. table to the other, critiquing the
B in Mesa, have a chance to learn chickens, the wa;/ the (sltudegnt

hands—op skills in the AgMSCICNCE 1 ds the chicken and the way Huhugam Ki: Mus_eum
and environmental sustainability Celebrates Tortilla

*kk

the student maintains eye contact

{ields through outdoor land lab with the judge. Festival
essons. Three Salt River Pima-Mari- Pa?i 18

One of the school’s programs
allows for students to take care
of an animal of their choice in
preparation to show it off at the
Maricopa County Fair.

copa Indian Community member =y arch Madness Fun

students participated in the show, at Friendship Park

Meilani Patrick, Clarissa Coron Page 19

and Brady Enos.
Continued on page 7



Towing Safety: A Beginner’s Guide to Safely Towing a Trailer

SUBMITTED BY BRIAN GEWECKE
Senior Environmental Specialist (Range
Management)

Towing a trailer can be intimidating
for beginners, but understanding the
key components and proper procedures
will help ensure a safe and smooth
experience. Whether you’re new to
towing or an experienced driver, these
safety tips will guide you through the
basics.

Key Towing Components

1. Receiver & Insert: The insert
slides into the truck’s receiver, which
holds the hitch ball. The hitch ball con-
nects the truck to the trailer’s hitch.

2. Hitch Ball: This round ball at-
taches to the trailer hitch. It comes in
various sizes and is used to connect the
truck to the trailer.

3. Trailer Jack: Located at the front
of the trailer, it raises and lowers the
trailer to hitch it to the truck.

4. Insert Pin: Keeps the hitch insert
securely in place inside the receiver.

Choosing the Right Tow Equipment

It’s crucial to use the correct towing
setup to avoid damage to your vehicle.
For safety, avoid towing with a bumper
hitch unless it’s for small, lightweight
trailers. Most trucks require a profes-
sional towing package with a receiver
welded to the truck frame for heavy-
duty towing.

Know Your Towing Limits

Before towing, check the weight
ratings for your truck, hitch ball, and
trailer:

1. Truck’s Towing Capacity: This is
typically found on the information tag
inside the driver’s side door or in the
owner’s manual. It’s called the Gross
Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR).

Family, Cosmetic & Restorative Dentistry

FREE TEETH WHITENING
FOR NEW PATIENTS

2. Hitch Ball: The hitch ball will
have two key numbers: its strength
rating (typically between 2,000 and
20,000 1bs) and its diameter size (com-
monly 1-7/8 inches, 2 inches, or 2-5/16
inches). The ball’s size must match the
trailer’s hitch.

3. Maximum Weight: Never exceed
the weight limits of your truck, hitch, or
trailer. Overloading can lead to serious
mechanical problems and unsafe driv-
ing conditions.

Types of Hitches

1. Bumper Hitch: The most com-
mon type, it’s mounted to the truck’s
rear bumper and is suitable for smaller
trailers.

2. Gooseneck Hitch: Mounted in the
bed of the truck, this hitch distributes
the weight across the truck frame and
axle, allowing for heavier loads.

3. Pintle Hitch: Used for heavy-duty
towing on rough terrain, often seen on
farm vehicles.

4. Fifth Wheel Hitch: Typically
found on semi-trucks, but also available
for heavy-duty trucks.

Hitching the Trailer

To properly hitch a trailer:

1. Position the Truck: Line up the
truck’s receiver with the trailer’s hitch.
It’s easier if you have a spotter to guide
you.

2. Raise the Trailer: Use the trailer
jack to lift the trailer and align it with
the hitch ball. Once aligned, lower the
trailer onto the hitch ball.

3. Secure the Hitch: After the trailer
is in place, secure it with the hitch lock
pin and safety chains. Always check
that the coupler is firmly attached.

4. Check Lights & Brakes: Ensure
the trailer brake and light connectors

SATURDAYS

are properly connected, and the trailer’s
emergency brake cable is in place.

Loading the Trailer

Load the trailer evenly to ensure a
safe and stable tow. Place the heavi-
est items over the axles to prevent the
trailer from becoming too nose- or tail-
heavy. After loading, check the truck
and trailer’s alignment. Both should be
level to avoid sway while driving.

Driving with a Trailer

Driving with a trailer requires extra
caution and preparation:

1. Tow-Haul Mode: Many trucks
have an Overdrive/Tow-Haul button,
which switches the transmission to a
more appropriate setting for towing.
Avoid towing in Overdrive as it can
damage your transmission.

2. Start and Stop Slowly: Sudden
starts or stops can cause instability in
the trailer, potentially shifting the load
or causing damage. Always accelerate
and brake gently.

3. Turning: When making turns, take
them wide to avoid clipping the curb
or damaging the trailer. Always signal
early and watch for blind spots, espe-
cially on the right side.

4. Watch for Other Drivers: Some
drivers may not understand the chal-
lenges of towing, such as needing extra
space to turn or slower acceleration.
Stay aware of other vehicles and give
yourself plenty of room.

Backing Up

Backing up with a trailer can be
tricky. Here’s a simple tip: place your
hand at the bottom of the steering
wheel. Move your hand in the direction
you want the trailer to go. If the trailer
starts to jackknife, pull forward to
realign the truck and trailer.

* No out of pocket cost

A101 DENTAL CARE

101 & THOMAS

480-423-1000

2899 N. 87 St.
Scottsdale (Thomas Rd. Exit)

www.scottsdaledentaloffices.com
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SRPMIC Employees pay
$0 dollars w/ Humana Insurance
on following services
-Whitening
-Bonding

-Exam /all X-rays
-Cleanings

-Fillings

-Extractions
-Periodontal Treatment

(NON-SURGICAL Gum Treatment)

Towing on Hills

Going Uphill: Towing a heavy load
uphill requires more power. If you’re
driving slower than the posted speed
limit, pull to the right to let faster ve-
hicles pass, and turn on your flashers if
necessary.

Going Downbhill: Towing downbhill
can be challenging since the trailer
will push the truck, making it harder to
control speed. Use engine braking by
shifting to a lower gear to help slow
down. Apply the brakes in short bursts,
allowing them to cool in between, to
avoid overheating.

Final Safety Tips

* Tongue Weight: The weight the
trailer applies to the truck’s hitch ball,
called tongue weight, should be 10-
15% of the trailer’s total weight. Proper
tongue weight helps maintain stability
during towing.

* Safety Chains: Always attach safety
chains between the trailer and the truck.
These serve as a backup in case the
trailer becomes detached.

* Emergency Brake Cable: This
should be connected between the trailer
and truck. If the trailer becomes discon-
nected, the emergency brake cable will
apply the trailer’s brakes to prevent it
from rolling away.

Conclusion

Towing a trailer safely requires
knowledge, preparation, and practice.
Understanding your vehicle’s towing
capacity, selecting the right hitch, load-
ing the trailer correctly, and practicing
safe driving habits are crucial for a
smooth and accident-free experience.
Like any new skill, it gets easier the
more you do it, so take your time, stay
cautious, and always prioritize safety.
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BY NALANI LOPEZ
O’odham Action News
Nalani.lopez@srpmic-nsn.gov

“Most people think of speech and
debate as just the movie scenes of
students arguing a topic,” said Nelson
Deer. “But people forget there’s also a
speech aspect. That’s what I do.”

Deer, a Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community member and senior
at Mesa High School took first place at
the Arizona State Speech and Debate
Championship in Dramatic Interpreta-
tion this past March.

His winning piece, based on Native
American author Sherman Alexie’s
autobiographical essay “Superman and

Power of Speec

Nelson Deer (left) with fellow students. Photo courtesy of Deer family.

Me,” explores literacy,
identity and life growing
up on the Spokane Indian
Reservation in northeast-
ern Washington.

“When I read it for
my English class, I could
just see the words come
alive,” Deer said. “I knew
I had to bring it to the
stage.”

In speech competitions,
students recite dialogues
from either original or
published materials. The
student’s content, deliv-
ery and flow are judged
to find the most skilled
speaker.
= Deer explained most
speech students find their
competition piece the
summer before the school
year, but he was still searching for his.
By September, he unexpectedly came
across his competition piece during
a reading assignment. At first, Deer’s
mentors were skeptical of his choice of
literature. Despite it, he knew he had
gold.

“What? This is sick, I love this,”
Deer told his mentors.

In Dramatic Interpretation events,
Deer says students often select pieces
that involve exaggerated performances
of crying or shouting.

However, the Alexie piece stood out
to him because it wasn’t just a dra-
matic piece, it was layered.

“There’s humor, hope, passion, sad-

L

ness, fear, anger, and resolution,” he
said. “It feels like a 10-minute movie.”

During this fourth time of perform-
ing this piece, he won state.

Prior to his winning piece, Deer’s
journey in speech and debate began
with a desire to act.

“I told my mom I wanted acting
classes, so she said I had to prove I
was serious first,” he said “So, I signed
up for speech and debate classes my
freshman year.”

At first, he started casually, but by
sophomore year, Deer’s passion for
storytelling took off.

He explored the variety of speech
competitions categories such as
impromptu speaking, original ora-
tory, duo interpretation and dramatic
interpretation.

His duo interpretation of a scene
from “Marriage Story” (2019) gave
him a taste of storytelling on stage, but
it was “Superman and Me” that dem-
onstrated his range of emotions.

Deer draws inspiration from his fa-
vorite actors Cillian Murphy and Ryan
Gosling.

The more he observed other actors,
speakers and performers, Deer realized
the importance of connecting to his
audience.

“I’ve found it’s really important
for me to stay in touch with my
emotions,” he said. “Especially with
someone like Sherman Alexie, who’s
passionate about letting people know
there are smart Native kids on the
reservation.”

To immerse himself in his perfor-
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mances, preparation begins with hours
of studying, watching character videos
and rehearsing in front of mentors.

He credits his growth in realism to
his acting coach, Cara Alvey.

“She told me, “When I see you act,
I don’t want to watch a movie-I want
to see a story.””

Deer also draws from the teachings
of his parents.

His mother, who is a musician,
instilled an appreciation for the arts to
Deer and his brothers. Here, he found
his passion for saxophone playing.

And from his father, he found his
love for storytelling.

“People felt good whenever they
hear from him,” said Deer. “It’s
something I’ve grown up loving and
admiring about him. He can engage a
whole audience.”

Especially when competition nerves
are at an all-time-high, Deer recalls his
father’s mindful words.

““‘It’s not nervousness--it’s excite-
ment, you’re excited to perform the
piece,”” said Melvin. “When they
call your name, stand proudly, smile,
and greet the judges. That confidence
makes a difference.”

With graduation around the corner,
Deer plans to take acting more seri-
ously, continue attending workshops
and giving his all into his auditions.

With confidence, and the right
words up his sleeve, the future for
Deer’s interest in speech and acting
looks bright.

“Put yourself in a room with
competitive people, spot the best
competitor, then do better than them,”
said Deer. “Just don’t be that guy that
doesn’t know when to turn off compe-
tition mode.”

The Ins and Outs of Self-
Empowerment

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News
juan.ysaguirre(@srpmic-nsn.gov

“We are in control of our own atti-
tude,” began Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community Health and Human
Services Prevention and Intervention
Health Educator Melanie Nosie, LMSW.
On March 25, Nosie facilitated a webi-
nar regarding a topic we all can work on,
self-empowerment.

Recently, the Community Health
webinars have seen an increase in both
attendance and especially the participa-
tion. Attributing it to the Community’s
feedback to the webinars, Nosie reiter-
ated that the classes are meant for every-
one involved, including herself, to “just
have a conversation.”

In fact, the self-empowerment
webinar came to be a reality due to a
suggestion Nosie received from a class
attendee. Continuing to build genuine
connections in the Community, Nosie
had no problem conducting research
regarding self-empowerment, stating, “I
think we all could use a little bit of self-
empowerment.”

Self-empowerment relies on our abil-
ity to self-heal. It acts as the foundation
on which you can build a fulfilling life.
Essentially, self-empowerment helps by
keeping you move forward.

Without self-empowerment, our
physical, mental and spiritual wellbe-
ing are negatively impacted. By tak-
ing control of our lives and building a
healthy mindset, we are able to commit
to growing, learning and embracing our

ticipants what self-empowerment looks
like to them, the answers showcased

a variety of the different ways we all
implement. Answers such as: staying
positive, keeping myself accountable,
setting boundaries, practicing medita-
tion, and more began to pour into the
webinar’s chat discussion.

Knowing our true selves is essential
towards improving our ability to self-
empower. “When we complain, we don’t
get anywhere,” said Nosie. “We don’t
come up with solutions. If anything, we
just stay frustrated. Building a positive
mindset is up to us and helps us become
more open to change.”

Though this may be easier said than
done, Nosie suggested building a more
positive mindset by creating smaller
steps to achieve goals over time. Nosie
compared it to running a marathon.

“When someone has a goal of com-
pleting a marathon, you set a goal of
running 1 mile, and then 5, and soon 8.
Several weeks later, you’ll be ready for
that marathon. When we break things
up into small steps and achieve them
one by one, it’s exhilarating, and we
push ourselves a little further. Later, we
might look back and say, ‘That wasn’t so
tough, I can do more.””

As the webinar wrapped up, Nosie
reassured attendees that improving our
ability to self-empower is a journey and
not something that is to be taken lightly.
“All we have is the ability to control
ourselves. We can’t make anybody else
think this or do that. They don’t have
power over you, it’s up to us as indi-
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Calling All Community Member
High School and College

Graduates!

Don't miss this opportunity for a
professional in-studio headshot to
celebrate your academic achievement!
Open to Community Members and their
families graduating high school and

higher education programs.

TWO DATES AVAILABLE:

Scan the QR
Code to RSVP
directly!

FRIDAY MAY 3: 2PM - 6PM
SATURDAY MAY 10: 10AM - 2PM

Visit https://wkf.ms/3G5AUOz or email
OODHAMACTIONNEWS@SRPMIC-NSN.GOV

Include the graduate’'s name, last 2 of tribal ID, level completed,
and which date you are scheduling for.
Questions? Call us at 480-362-7750 and we're happy to help!

Can't make it?

You can still submit your grad shout out!

Send photo and 30-word message to our email or
at https.//wkfms/3E6PMef by noon on May 30 to
have your message printed in our June 5

own unique individuality. Vif:luals. We have ,t’o be in control of our Graduation Issue!
When Nosie asked the webinar par- minds and hearts.
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SRPMIC Seniors, Membership and Staff Conduct Eagle Bandings

Continued from cover

The eagle banding process has been
an ongoing process in the SRPMIC
since 1987 when it was established to
monitor population changes and effects
of management efforts.

An important note to include when
discussing any bird banding: all eagles/
eaglets are banded by trained indi-
viduals under the appropriate, required
federal banding permits.

Kenneth “Tuk” Jacobson, Rap-
tor Management coordinator for the
Arizona Game and Fish Department and
Arizona Falconers Association was on
site to ensure the proper protocols were
followed. Jacobson also assisted during
the April 2022 eagle banding in the
Community.

Additional individuals who also
assisted with the 2025 eagle banding
process were: Lynwood and Annette
Vest, SRPMIC Outreach Coordinator
Cody Achin, SRPMIC Environmental
Specialist Emerson Milam, Victoria Ol-
mstead, SRPMIC Senior Environmental
specialist and personnel from the SRP-
MIC Police and Security departments.

When it was time to officially begin,

manager for the Arizona Game and
Fish, went up towards the eagle’s nest
the old-fashioned way, by climbing up
the tree himself without the assistance
of a ladder.

Both Jacobson and McCarty lead
the bandings when they occur in the
SRPMIC.

Sporting safety braces with special-
ized shoes, McCarty would spend the
entire afternoon high up in the tree’s
branches until the banding was com-
plete. Once McCarty successfully
placed the eaglets into a canvas sack
and roped them down gently onto the
ground, Jacobson was there to begin the
banding process.

Lynwood and Annette Vest were the
Community Seniors selected to hold the
eaglets as Jacobson banded the eaglets.

Officially banding two female eaglets
around 5 weeks old, the process took
about an hour each to complete. A tiny
leather cap covered their eyes to protect
the eaglet’s eyes from the sun and to
help keep them calm. While each eaglet
received their bands, the mama eagle
could be seen soaring high above in the
sky, letting everyone know of her pres-
ence.

“Once an eagle has been banded, the
eagle is identifiable as an individual; it’s
like giving the eagle a name,” shared
Olmstead. “Within the Community, the
eagles are also given an auxiliary band
that can be read using binoculars or a
spotting scope.”

An auxiliary band is what can be read
on an eagle once banded. Neither band
harms or affects the birds. The bands
are sized appropriately to allow space
between the birds’ leg and the band.

Olmstead continued, “If the auxiliary
band information (type of bird, band
color, code and code color) is collected,
the information can be reported to www.
reportband.gov. Anyone who reports
band information will receive a certifi-
cate telling them where the bird was
banded, the age it was banded and by
who.”

What’s next for the recently banded
eaglets? Learning how to hunt, fly and
become stronger. “Then they’re off to
explore the world with annual
visits back to the
Community
until they’re

fully adults
and ready

to have young of their own,” finished
Olmstead.

Since 1987, the SRPMIC has offi-
cially banded 85 eaglets.

OAN reporter Nalani Lopez contributed
to this article.

Open your camera on your mobile
phone/tablet to scan the QR code below
for additional information.

Federal Banding
Website.

Kyle M. McCarty, Fields Operations

As SRPMIC banded 2 eaglets the mama
eagle remained close by, reminding all of
her presence.

[

Ker McCady cllmbed up the tree using his
own two feet and professional ropes.

Both eaglets were safely and carefully roped
down from their nest for banding. 1

2N

Kenneth Jacobson and Kyle McCarty arrived to the SRPMIC
& prepared and ready for the banding process.
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==t Can you solve the crossword puzzle? - F1°F1-

Rebels senior offensive lineman

1
The answers to this
2 3 4 crossword puzzle can
5 be found in the stories
throughout this issue of
5 O’odham Action News.
Enjoy!
7
8 Across
9 10 5. Tempe High school where the
Indigenous athletes showcase was
held
11 6. Community college district named
for the Piipaash
Down 7. NAEP Liaison at Westwood who
12 1. Former name of the Piipaash helped organize the powwow
Matasheevm, Spiritual Gathering 9. Ce:mait in Piipaash
of the 10. Development group that partnered
13 14 2. Traditional bell honor for an with SRPMIC to purchase
outgoing firefighter the pavilions
3. Dinner served at the ALA Education 11. Source for Nelson Deer’s award
Fair winning speech
4. God’s Country 12. Name of Brady Enos’s award
8. A type of towing hitch that uses winning chicken
15 weight distribution for heavier 13. Name of Coach Sampson’s team
loads that made it to the Final Four
14. University of Nevada Running 15. Glacier known as the “doomsday

iceberg”
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News and Events In and Around Indian Country

BY DALTON WALKER
O’odham Action News
dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

Operation Not Forgotten Update

The U.S. Justice Department will surge FBI
assets across the country to address unresolved
violent crimes in Indian Country, including
crimes relating to missing and murdered Indig-
enous persons.

FBI will send 60 personnel, rotating in
90-day temporary duty assignments over a
six-month period, according to a news release.
FBI personnel will support field offices at
multiple locations across the country, includ-
ing Phoenix.

The FBI will work in partnership with the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and tribal law en-
forcement agencies across jurisdictions.

Gila River Extends Youth Curfew

A February curfew implemented in the Gila
River Indian Community has been extended.

A 7 p.m. curfew for youth is expected to
end on May 1, according to an executive order
issued by Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis.

The February emergency declaration cited
public safety reasons for implementing a cur-
few for people under 18 without adult supervi-
sion.

Top 2025 Indigenous Experiences

The top tribal destination this year is
Apache land in New Mexico.

The American Indian Alaska Native Tour-
ism Association announced its top 10 Indig-
enous experiences of 2025.

Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort and Ca-
sino on the Mescalero Apache Reservation in
southern New Mexico is the top destination.

For a full list of experiences, check out the
tourism association’s website.

Indian Gaming Association Announces Fa-
miliar Chairman

Ernie Stevens Jr. has been re-elected to
serve his 12th term as Indian Gaming Associa-
tion chairman.

Stevens is a former council member for the
Oneida Nation in Wisconsin.

Elections were held on the final day of the
membership meeting during April’s 2025
Indian Gaming Tradeshow and Convention in
San Diego, California.

The conference celebrated the 40th Anniver-
sary of the Indian Gaming Association.

Native College Basketball Coach Reaches
Final Four

Houston Cougars coach Kelvin Sampson
has another Final Four under his belt.

Sampson is a citizen of the Lumbee Tribe of
North Carolina and longtime college basket-
ball coach.

The Cougars fell in the championship game
to the Florida Gators, 65-63, on April 7 in San
Antonio, Texas. It was the school’s first trip to
the final since 1984.

Sampson is believed to the only Native head
coach of a NCAA Division [ men’s basketball
team.

FBI Phoenix Accepting Applications for
Teen Academy

The FBI Phoenix division is inviting inter-
ested Arizona high school upcoming juniors
and seniors to apply to the FBI Phoenix Teen
Academy.

Class will be held on June 12, for Phoenix
students and June 10, for Tucson students from
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The free program provides an opportunity
for students to learn what the FBI is doing to
protect communities, different career opportu-
nities, and actively engage with FBI agents to
learn about crime prevention, evidence gather-
ing and investigative techniques.

Applications are due by May 16 and can be
found on the FBI website.

Correction

In the previous edition of O ’odham
Action News, the photo below was
incorrectly captioned, misidentifying
one of the individuals. The photo
depicts Myles Francis Antone and his
mother.

Online editions have been
corrected, and O’odham Action News
sincerely apologizes for the error.
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Brady Enos holds his chicken, Nugget, after he
won a first place ribbon at the Maricopa County
Fair. Photo courtesy Cheyenne Enos

After a tough competition, Enos
won not only his Rhode Island red
chicken’s category, but also for best
overall chicken in the contest. He
named his chicken “Nugget.” Enos, an
eighth-grade student, was awarded a
special belt buckle for the final win.

“[The wins] felt amazing. This is my
passion to [take care of] chickens and
do chicken shows,” Enos said with a
big grin.

Enos held his composure while
grasping the chicken. Many of the
other participants had difficulties hold-
ing the animals because of their feisty
nature.

“If you’re not calm, the chicken’s
not going to stay calm,” he said.

During the event, Enos and Patrick
qualified for the Maricopa County
Fair’s livestock and small stock com-

Win a Corvette

Brady Enos receives his first place ribbons and
belt buckle at the Westwood Regionals at Kerr
Elementary.

petitions during its opening week on
April 4. They were judged by how the
chicken was presented in its cage. Both
came home with first place ribbons for
their chickens.

Enos participated in the fair’s
small stock auction of the animals on
April 11. He entered the ring with his
chicken and showed it off while the
auctioneer began the bidding. Nugget
was sold for $600.

Kerr Show Team Advisor, and sec-
ond grade teacher Cheyenne Enos was
emotional about Enos’ wins. Brady
is her son, and she is very proud of
him. She lives in the SRPMIC and is
married to Community member Logan
Enos.

“[Brady’s] been showing chickens
for four years. The first year he did
this, I just about threw up for nerves
for him,” said Cheyenne Enos, who is
in her second year at Kerr and previ-
ously taught at Salt River Schools for
16 years. “It’s been amazing to watch
him grow. Now, he just does this like
it’s natural.”

Grand Prize Drawing April 30 » 6:30PM - 8PM

Win the Grand Prize 2025 Corvette
or share a cash prize of $20,000!

Earn 2X entries on April 29 & 30.

'3 -
Hot Seats

April 29 & 30 » 2PM-SPM

Play your favorite slot machine
for a shot at a guaranteed
$1,500 cash prize.

years

WELL PLAYED.

April 17, 2025

(ABOVE) Brady Enos holds up his belt buckle that
he won at the Kerr AG Poultry Show Westwood
Region. (TOP RIGHT) Clarissa Corona and family
pose for a photo outside of the barn at the Kerr
Elementary event.

When he has time out of the class-
room, Enos likes to work with his
chicken. He gets to school early and
checks for eggs. Any free time he gets,
you find him in the barn.

(RIGHT) Meilani Patrick smiles and holds the
chicken that she competed with, at the Maricopa
County Fair. Photo courtesy Cheyenne Enos

(ABOVE) Meilani Patrick and family pose for a photo,
as Meilani holds up her ribbon that she won at Kerr.

TALKING STICK

RESORT

LIFE. WELL PLAYED.

Dining Specials

April1-80

Commemmorate 15 years of culinary. &

excellence with exclusive $15 offersk/

&

101 & TALKING STICK WAY | SCOTTSDALE

Locally owned and caringly operated by the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

Must be 21 years of age or older to participate. Management reserves all rights. Visit talkingstickresort.com for details.
Problem gambling? Call 1-800-NEXT-STEP, text NEXTSTEP to 53342 or visit problemgambling.az.gov.
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Westwood Powwow Continues to Grow While
Staying Connected to Community

Bird Singing and Dancing by the River was joined by students from West-
wood’s NAEP program for a performance.

BY KARI HAAHR
O’odham Action News
Kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

Now in its 19th year, the Westwood Powwow in
Mesa continues to improve with age. The event is or-
ganized by the Native American Education Program
(NAEP) in collaboration with the Native American
Club at Westwood.

The gathering took place Friday, March 27 and
Saturday, March 28 on the high school campus soccer
field and saw a massive turnout this year. Over 100
vendors came through to share jewelry, clothing,
food and other artisan crafts with prospective
buyers and visitors.

This year’s powwow held special
connection to the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community as
students from Westwood’s Native
American Club joined Bird
Singing and Dancing by the
River for a special dance on
Saturday before breaking for
supper.

The performance followed
dedicated practices led by
Community member Annette
Vest and her husband Lynwood, who
volunteered time and energy by holding
practice sessions during lunch at the
school. The sessions were significant
for the students who participated,
many of whom were beginning
dancers or had danced before and
were looking to reconnect in that
way.

energy by holding practice sessions during lunch at the school.

Aarick Mack said a few words at the microphone
during the performance, explaining the significance
of the dances they shared and how the group origi-
nally formed, as a means of keeping the Community’s
youth connected to their culture and to each other in a
traditional and consistent way as outside influences
threatened their mental and spiritual well-being.

The idea for the students to join and perform
the dance came from the desire to leave no one
feeling left out as many students face greater
barriers to connecting to culture.

“I come from a family who doesn’t
powwow as much as me, and I

wanted to include everyone
in our celebration within
the community,” said
NAEP Liaison
Renae Black-
water (Akimel
O’odham). She
shared that it was
important to create these oppor-
tunities through the dance lessons as
well as other activities like ribbon
skirt making, ce:mait classes, and
blue corn workshops. These are
especially important for stu-
dents who “don’t have access
to this knowledge at home, or
don’t know where to begin,” she said.
Blackwater also shared that although she has
had her own journey through powwow, this
was her first time coordinating the powwow
alongside her fellow Westwood NAEP Liaison,
Jaden Bird. She emphasized that it wouldn’t

The performance followed dedicated practices led by Community member Annette Vest and her husband Lynwood, who volunteered time and

have been possible without the vast network of sup-
port from the school and the community. Blackwater
shared the following:
“I would like to shout out our Club Teacher Spon-
sor, Kristen Lee, our other Westwood Liaison,
Jaden Bird and his family, Yvonne Dinehdeal
and Chris Dinehdeal, Shayna Blackwater, Geri
and Errol Blackwater, Harlie Mitchell, Aliyah
Mitchell, Sadiyah Yazzie and family, Alyssa
Thomas and family, Kellen Little and
family, Aaron Canez and family, Trent
Tu’tsi and family, Victoria Thomas,
Aarick Mack, Annette Vest, Zoe Her-
nandez and the entire Singing and
Dancing by the River group and the
entire Westwood Administration-
Principal Gilmore, Mr. Pong, Ms.
Sigler, Ms. Dewey and our West-
wood Security, Janitors and Police
Officers for having a helping hand
in ensuring a safe and smooth cel-
ebration! It makes me happy to
see how much our community
loved it, and the Native Ameri-
can Club and I are anticipating
next year’s celebration!”

April 17, 2025



support from Community volunteers,
SRPMIC departments and employees,
enterprises, Community owned busi-
nesses, as well as Council to ensure a
wonderful time for all who attend the
celebration.

Friday - Piipaash Matasheevm

On the first day of Piipaash Mata-
sheevm, SRPMIC Council member
Deanna Scabby welcomed all in at-
tendance and shared her appreciation to
the PMC for their hard work in putting
together the celebration. “I just wanted
to acknowledge each and every one
of you for being here because this is a
special day. It’s a time we can celebrate
as a people, relatives and family.”

Scabby shared that one of her favor-
ite moments during Piipaash Mata-
sheevm is to hear the songs performed
throughout the celebration. “These
songs are so powerful, they are ground-
ed in the roots of where we come from
and who we are,” she said.

Council member Michael Dallas
Sr. was absent and excused from the
day one festivities, as he tended to an
unexpected family emergency. Scabby
asked for blessings to be provided to
him and his family. Dallas was present
for Saturday’s day-long celebration.

This year’s Piipaash Matasheevm
saw emcee duties shared by Jeremiah
Shaw and Tyrone Emerson, Jr. Gar-
field Nish, a mainstay of every Pi-
ipaash Matasheevm, usually serves
as emcee for the event, along with
Pacer Reina. Unfortunately, Nish was
not in attendance for the springtime
Piipaash Matasheevm as he was under
the weather and needed time to rest.

Reina would join Shaw and Emerson
throughout the springtime Piipaash
Matasheevm, with the trio sharing
their fair share of humorous jokes
across both days.

“How come a cow wears a bell?”
asked Shaw to Emerson. After he
shrugged and asked why, Shaw re-
vealed the punchline. “Because their
horns don’t work,” he said as the crowd
let out a collective laugh.

Throughout the Friday night festivi-
ties, Shaw would describe how im-
pactful being around relatives means
to him. “Every year, I look forward
to coming here to share songs and see
people I haven’t seen in either many
months or many years,” he said. “It’s
always a great feeling. Just to be here
and to see that everyone’s okay, fine,
healthy and they’re living life. It makes
you proud to be who you are.”

In between his emcee duties, Shaw
would in fact see many relatives from
near and far and provided each with
giant hugs.

Friday’s performances of singing
and dancing went on through the night
at the Lehi Gathering Area. Jr. Miss
and Miss SRPMIC royalties were in
attendance and made sure to greet ev-
eryone following dinner. Friday night’s
Piipaash Matasheevm also saw Miss
Salt River First Attendant Zoe Her-
nandez share a new skill she recently
learned.

A student at Arizona State Universi-
ty, Hernandez smiled from ear to ear as
she detailed her new skill, speaking in
Piipaash. “I have recently learned how
to do my introduction in Piipaash, this
is one of the first times I get to share it
in the Community,” she said. Moments
later, Hernandez received a rousing
round of applause from the people.

Saturday - Piipaash Matasheevm

On day two, the Piipaash Mata-
sheevm began with a community walk
which started at the intersection of Sta-
pley and Oak streets. Members of the
Young River People Council were in
attendance to host the morning event.

After everyone completed the morn-
ing walk, Miss Salt River Royalty
hosted the Tiny Tots special as well as
O’odham songs and dancing.

This year’s singers and performers
contained many favorites. The roster
included: Aarick Mack, Roland Gold-
ing, Alonso Pesado, Lynwood Vest,
and many more. When it was time for
Golding to perform, Jeremiah Shaw in-
troduced him as “the Golden standard.”

Then, it was time to honor the Com-
munity elders who have paved the way
for all in the Community to continue to
share songs and dance with one anoth-
er. This year’s Piipaash Matasheevm
elder honorees were

Earl and Carolyn
Stacey, the original
founders of the
“Spiritual Gather-
ing of the Gourds”
which was held at
the Lehi ball field
starting in 1998.
“We just wanted
to honor them with
this and to thank
them for all they’ve
done,” said Council
member Dallas be-
fore the honoring.
Shiela Romero
served as the official

LA A ralieR.
spokesperson for Earl and Carolyn Sta-
cey and recited words from a prepared
speech. Carolyn Stacey is Romero’s
grandmother.

“She was instrumental in mak-
ing tribal per capita a reality,” said
Romero. “She helped pass the petitions
along with her reform group. She and
Earl also assisted with AA (alcoholics
anonymous) meetings.”

Romero then mentioned a fan fa-
vorite event that Stacey helped create,
Midnight Madness, a Community-
wide yard sale which featured chicken
scratch music, food vendor booths and
more. As soon as Romero mentioned
Midnight Madness, loud cheers from
the people were heard as many recalled
the event.

As she neared the end of her speech,
Romero reiterated that she and her
family are appreciative that SRPMIC
has continued to hold gatherings in
Lehi. “This is a safe space for you and
your families to come, there should be
no complications here.”

Earl Stacey was then showered with
commemorative gifts as he posed for
photos and received hugs from family
members, as well as from SRPMIC
tribal council.

Afterwards, Earl and Carolyn
Stacey were honored as Bird singers
performed a ceremonial song. “Hear-
ing everyone sing, honoring Earl and
Carolyn and how it falls into what we
all have today, this makes me happy,”
said Shaw as he and the singers got
into their respective places to sing the
honoring song.

The honors continued as the Piipaash
Matasheevm Committee also com-
memorated and honored four Commu-
nity Veterans. Burnett Gates, Denette
Washington, Duane Washington and
Gordon Wood were recognized and cel-
ebrated for their service to our country
and to their Community.

Family members of all four service-
men gathered in the Lehi Gathering
Area as each family sent a designated
speaker to share the family’s apprecia-
tion.

Burnett Gates

Davonna Gates, daughter to Bur-
nett, spoke on behalf of her father and
family. “My sisters and I would like to
thank the Piipaash Matasheevm Com-
mittee for honoring our father in this
year’s Veteran recognition. It is truly
an honor,” she said as she shared heart-
ful memories of her father. “As kids,
he would start to crease our clothes and
also taught us how to spit shine our
shoes,” she said with a smile.

Denette and Duane Washington

Dean Washington, grandson of
Denette Washington, spoke on behalf
of his grandfather. “I remember him
being there at countless baseball games
of mine, and him being at the games
for my sisters,” he began. “I remember
he’d pick me up from school on Fri-
day’s and made sure I ate,” said Wash-
ington. “I really do thank that man for
being the foundation of the Washington
family.”

Duane Washington’s son in law,
Rory Thomas, showed heartfelt emo-
tions as he accepted the award on
Duane’s behalf. “Denette and Duane

were brothers,” he said. “I knew that

s

from being married to my wife, Deana.
We spent 43 years together, then I came
to understand why he [Duane] didn’t
like me. I took away his little girl,” he
said, fighting back tears.

Sadly, Deana passed away days after
the Piipaash Matasheevm Committee
asked her if she would be willing to
accept the award on behalf of her late
father.

Gordon Wood

Emily King then spoke a few words
regarding Gordon Wood. “I’m one of
the foster children of Gordon Wallace
Wood. I stand before you on behalf of
the family.”

Direct members of the Wood family
were not in attendance due to a family
emergency. King asked for blessings to
be provided to the family.

“Family is so important, if it wasn’t
for family, who would we be?” she
asked. “I am very proud to call him dad
and to know he went and served,” said
King, fighting back emotions.

The honoring’s concluded as the four
families were then provided a ceremo-
nial song.

The songs, dances, and perfor-
mances held during this year’s two-day
Piipaash Matasheevm were truly a
delight to all the senses. The emotion-
ally charged honoring’s of Community
Veterans and Elders provided all at-
tendees with a closer sense of Com-
munity during these amplified times of
uncertainty.

The celebration was almost forced
to end early Saturday night due to a
massive dust storm, however, the storm
passed, and the singing and dancing
continued until the midnight hour. A
late-night arrival by 2024-2025 Miss
Indian World, Kassie John (Diné),
added to the nights festive end.

While the Piipaash Matasheevm
has come to a close, plans are already
underway for October’s Community
Social, which will continue to celebrate
the culture, language and histories of
the Piipaash peoples.

Piipaash Matasheevm Committee

Thank You's
Council Dallas Construction
Administration SR Landfill
Public Works DEVCO
Miss Salt River Saddleback
& Pageant Talking Stick Golf
Committee Marriott
Young River On Auk Mor

People’s Council ~ Pima Awards
Community Pipaash Shell
Relations Au’Authum Ki
Veterans Program David Begaye
Day Work Program  Piipaash
Police & Fire Matasheevm
Cultural Resources Attendees
Transportation Bird Singers &
Health & Human Dancers
Services Vendors
Economic Elevate Parking
Development Staybridge Suites
Finance Any others we may
SRMG have missed...
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The History Behind the

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Earlier this year, O odham Action
News reported on the joint venture
between the Salt River Pima-Mari-
copa Indian Community and De Rito
Partners, Pavilions SRPMIC De Rito
JV, LLC, to acquire the Pavilions at
Talking Stick shopping center, located
within the Talking Stick Entertainment
District.

The SRPMIC felt that the financial
returns of the investment were positive
and closed on the transaction on Janu-
ary 16, allowing for the Community
to control the future of the Pavilions,
which was the first retail power center
to be built in Indian Country.

From the original planning phase
— to the opening of the Pavilions — to
the many events since then, there are
stories within stories to tell.

Let’s take a deep dive into the mod-
ern history of the land, landowners and

the people involved in the construction
and operation of the Pavilions at
Talking Stick.

A ground-breaking feat

Planning for the development
of the Pavilions began in January
1986 with the Vestar Development
Company. A ground lease was es-
tablished in July 1987, and approv-
als were obtained in February 1988.

The Pavilions were built in two
phases from 1989 to 1991.

If you’re too young to know, or
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if you might recall, this is around

the time when Fountain Hills was
incorporated, and the annual Ostrich
Festival began in Chandler. The start-
ing lineup during the Phoenix Suns’
1988-1989 playoff run was Chambers,
Corbin, Hornacek, Johnson and West.

Until 1989, Vestar operated as the
commercial and industrial development
division of the Estes Company, a diver-
sified builder and developer. In 1989,
senior management of the division, in
conjunction with a Midwest-based pen-
sion fund, led a buyout of the division,
resulting in the company Vestar.

The design architect for the Pavil-
ions was Camdi International Design
and Marketing in Montreal, Canada,
and the executive architect of the
project was Leo A. Daly Architects and
Planners.

According to a project reference file
released by the Urban Land Institute
in 1994, the Pavilions project was
initiated at the instigation of two of
Vestar’s retail clients, Target and Home
Depot, who were interested in entering
the Scottsdale market.

With a Council action in March
1988, SRPMIC President Gerald Anton
executed the commitment letter to
Target to allow them to locate to the
Community.

The two companies remain anchor
stores of the Pavilions to this day.

The ceremonial groundbreaking for
the Pavilions was held on May 5, 1988.
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On the way to the ceremony with your
FM radio dial turned up, you might
have heard the number one song on the
music charts that day, “Wishing Well”
by Terence Trent D’ Arby.

At the groundbreaking, Anton and
Estes Company CEO Bill Estes, along
with Dick Brooks, regional director of
real estate for Target and Bill Gurden,
regional vice president of Target, all
said a few words about the develop-
ment.

“...it has been said we live in two
worlds, yet I believe that this develop-
ment clearly demonstrates that we can
work successfully with all who are fair
and who respect our Indian heritage
and culture for the benefit of everyone
concerned,” said Anton, at the event.

Estes expressed his enthusiasm and
confidence in the future success of the
development.

“[The Pavilions] will be an innova-
tive pedestrian environment that will
influence retailing trends throughout
the valley. We’re combining the qual-
ity and drawing power [of a] regional
mall with the high tenant exposure of a

traditional Community center.”

Estes and Anton broke ground using
two over-sized 8-foot shovels, em-

phasizing the “big deal” theme of the
event.

ABOVE LEFT: Front page of the May 1988 issue of O’odham Action News
[Au-Authm Action News] is dedicated to the groundbreaking of the Pa-
vilions site. SRPMIC landowners were photographed enjoying breakfast.
President Gerald Anton and Bill Estes Jr. of The Estes Company broke
ground with large shovels.
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LEFT: Front page of the March/April 1989 issue of O’odham Action News
goes in-depth about the Pavilions grand opening.
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Some of the landowners in atten-
dance for the groundbreaking included
Rosemary Soos, Ruth Clark, Lorna
Menson Klose, Janice Mooney and
Margo Menson.
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Pavilions at Talking Stick

The grand opening

The grand opening ceremony was
held at a “beautiful, tiered water
fountain” on March 4, 1989, according
to an article in the March/April 1989
issue of O’ odham Action News. At this
moment in time the editor of O odham
Action News was Mary M. Andrews.

The unnamed author explained,
“This was a significant day for the
landowners, and the Community as a
whole, as it represents the type of de-

ST o room busines  4th & 5th (Saturday and velopment that we have been seeking
cheduled for MaXE fo ) 1oons to drawiiess f »
Activities HLh[:du,\wr\‘lhin“ from oI many years.
-y include evers ut the day 5
R 11 be ciroulating WO, 5 30 A large red ribbon was wrapped

around the fountain, and Estes cut the
ribbon. President Anton and Vice-
President Alfretta M. Antone released
thousands of aqua-colored balloons
with the Pavilions logo into the air.
The crowd was astonished by the
sight of the send-off.
Estes posed for a photo with
Anton and Antone as they held up
t-shirts with the Pavilions logo on it.
Miss Salt River Davonna Gates also
graced the crowd with her royal pres-
ence.
The festivities included mimes
strolling through the crowd and a
large bounce house for kids called the
Moonwalk. The stores had been open
for business for a few days before the

very

grand opening, so attendees also
shopped at the Pavilions’ businesses.
There was even a grand opening draw-
ing to win a trip to Hawai’i.

Arby’s Restaurant Opens at Pavilions

‘ A new Arby’s restaurant opened at the Pavilions Shopping Center in

September. Vice-President Merna Lewis helpad cut the official ribbon
during grand opening lestivities. She is assisted by Summer
Goldstein, store manager.

Arby’s Restaurant opens at the Pavilion
; s, Octob
1995 issue of O’odham Action News. .

A big deal for landowners

It was a big deal then, and 37 years
later it’s still a big deal to the original
landowners, their families, Community
members and the region’s consumers.

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community member Hans Klose said
in a recent interview that his mother
Lorna (daughter of Lawrence Menson)
was a landowner spokesperson who,
along with tribal attorney Richard
Wilks and President Anton, worked
with developer lead Ralph Horlacher to
execute the original Pavilions lease.

“Lawrence, Robert, and Ruth Men-
son were the only children of original
allottee Luther Menson to survive to
adulthood with three other children dy-

ing during the 1918 influenza epidem-
ic,” Klose told O odham Action News
in February. “By the time the Pavilions
was conceived, Lawrence and Robert
had passed, and Ruth was not overly
interested in organizing the families
representing the landownership of the
site, so my mom took the lead.”

Lorna’s two sisters Janice Men-

son Mooney (1949-2023) and Margo
Menson (1956-2019) were also original
landowners.

“My brother Lawrence Klose (1973-

Americans. Klose estimates that due
to fractionation, the total number of
landowners within the Pavilions land
area is about 100.

Fractionation refers to the increasing
division of ownership in allotted lands
as they are inherited across genera-
tions.

The Pavilions lease is unitized,
meaning it is a combination of two
or more leases for joint development.
Regardless of what is built where
within each lease, landowners share
the rents paid for that lease based on
their overall ownership interest in
the lease.

The unitized lease contains land
on the north side of Talking Stick
Way, as well as the land on the
south side.

For the north side, the original
lease was created in 1984 and
amended and reinstated in 1987.
For the south side, the lease was
created in 1988. Three of the al-
lotments on the south side were
formerly a part of Indian Trails
Horse and Country Club. Attorney
Ira Levee assigned almost all the
lease to the Horlacher family.

Vestar originally conceived the
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An ad for a carnival at the Ravilions, September
1991 issue of 0’odham Action News.
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Pavilions as a 400,000 to 600,000

square-foot center, to be devel-
oped on the north side of Indian
Bend Road, now known as Talking
Stick Way on the SRPMIC side

of Scottsdale. Based on this concept,
the center was designed to resemble a
racetrack oval parallel to the road, with
a crossroad running through the center.
Those roads were finalized when
ADOT built Loop 101.

In 2008, Marty De Rito with De Rito
Partners Development, Inc. bought the
Pavilions from the Horlacher Fam-
ily for $88 million and announced an
investment of $25 million in upgrades.
Then, the Global Financial Crisis hap-
pened and the Pavilions experienced
vacancies.

The Horlachers had a valuable rela-
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Since the Pavilions opened, events
like the three-day Desert Festival in
March 1992, which was sponsored by
the Pavilions Merchants Association,
attracted non-Community member con-
sumers and SRPMIC members alike.
The festival’s Red Mountain Desert
Fashion Show was a big hit. It was
established for young people to present
their cultural heritage and present a
sense of pride and confidence in them-
selves as individuals. The show was
directed by Fawn Loring and narrated
by Dale Waters. According to an April
1992 O’odham Action News article, the

The Menson-Klose family roughly 1991.The family has many of the original landowners of the Pavilions
development. Photo provided by SRPMIC Member Hans Klose

tionship with the landowners and the
SRPMIC throughout the development

2024) [...] was a landowner after he
inherited half of my mom’s interest.,”
said Klose. His “Uncle” Herman Em-
erson Lopez is still a living landowner
within the south Pavilions leasehold.
At the time of development of the
site, the allotted land parcels were
owned individually by 47 Native

this relationship and worked hard to
successfully bring the development
through the economic downturn, rede-
veloping the Pavilions into an enter-

of the lease. De Rito Partners extended

fashion show participants were Vanessa
Palmer, Monique Loring, Alena Lopez,
Lillian Loring, Tori Paukgana, Carlos
Dash, Stacey Loring, Sonya Baptisto,
Melissa Thomas, Wi-Bwa Grey, Do-
navan Santo, Theresa Loring, Brandi
Enos, Bianca Miller and Mackenzie
Greyeyes.

The Loop 101 Pima Freeway photo provided by Vestar in the September - October 1990 issue of O’odham Action News. The freeway was to begin construc-
tion that fall, and the photo was a part of an article about the groundbreaking of the freeway. SRPMIC President Ivan Makil took part in the groundbreaking
and traditional & spiritual advisor Joseph Enos provided a blessing. In the photo, you can see the Pavilions in the middle.
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tainment destination within the Talking
Stick Entertainment District.

The upgrades, which included the
draining of man-made lakes for future
development, resurfacing parking areas
and other repairs, helped to secure the
renewal of leases with anchor tenants,
Target and Home Depot.

“When we bought the Pavilions,
it wasn’t really a good place, and the
temptation for many tenants to move
was great,” De Rito president Chuck
Carlisle said in 2009. “But with us
doing all we’ve done to upgrade, then
the market turning as it has, the tenants
are more willing to stay. They’re see-
ing we’re backing up our words with
actions.”

The Pavilions recovered and thrived
as new businesses moved in, and the
economy improved.

A variety of other events are held
throughout the year and on weekends,
which includes the popular Rock N’
Roll Car Show and the Native Art
Market.

For more information about the
Pavilions at Talking Stick, head to the
official website at https://thepavilion-
sattalkingstick.com/.

Thank you to the Huhugam Ki: Museum and the
Cultural Resources Repository in searching for important

information for this article. We look forward to their future
plans of providing accessibility of certain archived materials

for Community members and Tribal departments.
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GLOBAL WARMING

BY ELIZA CARLOS
Submitted by Salt River Schools

Do you think people should take
global warming more seriously?
Since the industrial revolution, the
earth’s temperature has increased by
more than 1 degree Celsius or about 2
degrees Fahrenheit: This means, our
planet is warming up dangerously fast
and causing it die faster. Between 1850
and 1980, it rose an average of 0.07
degrees Celsius every:10-years. How-
ever, since 1981 the rate inereased and
has doubled for the last 40 years by
an annual temperature of 0.2 degrees
Celsius or 0.36 degrees Fahrenheit per
decade! (nrdc.org, 2024) Global warm-
ing is happening at an alarming rate
and should be taken seriously, because
it damages the planet, increases the

spread of diseases, and contributes to
the melting of ice caps with rising sea
levels. It is scary information to learn
that our planet is in trouble.

Global warming can cause extreme
changes in the weather. For example,
when the earth’s atmosphere heats
up, it holds more water. This changes
weather patterns and causes more
intense rainfall occurrences. In dry
weather, the warmer air causes more
evaporation, which, in turn, leads to
more severe and intense droughts
and heat waves. The consequences of
changes in weather patterns causes di-
saster across the world. Furthermore,
the shifting rain patterns are contribut-
ing to the spread of infectious, vector-
borne diseases, such as dengue fever,
malaria, Zika, and Lyme disease.
(yehya, 2024)As winters'become
shorter-and warmer, and. summers lon-
ger, vector-borne diseases have risen.
Theeffect of these diseases could
cause more deathsrand put'our/planet
in another pandemic: It ¢an also affect
poor countries that need better health-
care. Diseases that normally occur only
in‘'summer are now occurring in the
winter, too. Vector-borne diseases are
also being found farther west and north
than previously. The changing weather
patterns are causing migration of the
vectors themselyes, such as mosqui-
toes, fleas; and ticks.

Amnother effect of global warming is
the rising sea levels. In Italy, the city of
Venice has been sinking for centuries,
but because of rampant industrial-

Editor s note: Eliza Carlos is a student at the Accelerated Learning Acad-
emy. Carlos is expected to graduate with the Class of 2027, after which she
plans to enroll in a vocational program. Learn more about the ALA at ALA.

SaltRiverSchools.org.

ization, the 20th century is witness-
ing more and more rising sea levels
and scientists predict Venice will-be
underwater by 2150. Venice has tried
to slow the sinking process by build-
ing more flood barriers in Venice’s
lagoon, but it won’t protect long from
the continuous rising sea levels. The
rising sea levels are a huge concern.for
countries, islands, and cities near the
ocean. Many places are experiencing
beaches that shrink and maybe disap-
pear entirely-It'is very serious, includ-
ing the fact that Antarctica is melting
and causing the rising sea leyels faster:
It is very dangerous for the planet,

and it affects ecosystemstoo, making
them close to extinction. The Thwaites
Glacier also known as-the “Dooms-
day iceberg” is the size of Florida. It

is the world’s fastest melting glacier.
It’s melting faster from the causes of
global warming, which is causing con-
cern for scientists. Since 1880, sea lev-
els have risen more than 9 inches and
sudden increase could be damaging for
coastal cities and islands. (Grist, 2024)
Knowing all of the important issues

with rising sea levels, if the govern-
ment doesn’t do anything, then we’re
going to have more consequences.
The current president has signed out
of the Paris agreement! With how our
current president still wants to keep
drilling and-using:more of our fossil
fuels;it can-get:a lot worse! As far as
our climate clock goes, we only have 4
years to change it, but if we don’t then
it’s going to cause irreversible damage
to the planet.

Finally, after providing important in-
formation and issues on global warm-
ing, I hope this has helped to explain
how important it is to take it seriously.
Without the signing of the Paris Agree-
ment, the issues with rising sea levels,
faster spread of diseases, sinking cities
and‘endangering ecosystems may
resulteven in extinction. Scientists
always warn us and tell us the dangers
of global warming and people need
to listen to them. Some say it’s fake,
but it’s very real. Everything we know
could change for the worse if we can’t
take it seriously and change our ways.
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Salt River Steps Up to Host
Native American Convocation
for Maricopa County Community
College District Graduates

BY DALTON WALKER
AND JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News
oodhamactionnews(@srpmic-nsn.gov

The Salt River-Pima Maricopa
Indian Community will host a Native
American convocation on May 2 for
graduates of Maricopa County Commu-
nity Colleges.

SRPMIC President Martin Harvier
made the announcement on Wednesday,
March 26, just weeks after the college
district decided to cancel Native convo-
cations to comply with orders handed
down by the Trump administration.

“This action came quickly and
without any consultation with any
local tribe or other minority organiza-
tion. Being that Scottsdale Community
College is located in Salt River, and
so many of our members receive their
education from SCC, we knew we had
to do something to address this issue,”
Harvier said.

He shared that SRPMIC Council has
agreed to host all 2025 Native Ameri-
can college district graduates because
“honoring all Native American students
for their accomplishment is the right
thing to do.”

The announcement came in a social
media video update to the Community
after a meeting with leaders of the col-
lege district governing board.

In late February, with federal fund-
ing at risk, the college district started
removing a variety of diversity, equity
and inclusion, or DEI, initiatives due

to President Donald Trump’s executive
orders set by the U.S. Department’s
Office of Civil Rights. This included
cancelling planned convocations, which
are usually smaller events held to cel-
ebrate specific groups of students in ad-
dition to the large graduation ceremony.

The college district is one of the larg-
est in the country and oversees 10 com-
munity colleges, including SCC, which
is located along Chaparral Road on the
western edge of the Community. Most
of the 10 colleges have some sort of
Indigenous-led student club and at least
three have a Native American student
center, program or institute. Native stu-
dents make up about 2% of the nearly
89,000 student population, according to
the college district.

Maricopa County Community
College District Thanks SRPMIC

In the days following the announce-
ment that SRPMIC will host the convo-
cation, Arizona tribal leaders, MCCCD
staff, and impacted families and their
loved ones shared their utmost appre-
ciation to the SRPMIC for stepping up.

On March 26, Lindsey Wilson, chief
marketing and communications officer
for MCCCD, provided a statement.

“Maricopa Community Colleges is
deeply grateful to the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community (SRP-
MIC) for their leadership in making this
celebration possible. Their commitment
to honoring American Indian students
across all tribes speaks to their unwav-
ering dedication to education, cultural

heritage, and student success. We are
proud of our relationship with SRPMIC
and remain steadfast in supporting
American Indian students throughout
their educational journeys.”

Since he took office, the Trump’s
executive orders have called for the
cancellation of many collegiate Na-
tive American clubs, committees and
opportunities under the incorrect guise
of being labeled as DEI. As graduation
season approaches, it remains to be
seen if those opportunities will return
next school year.

According to a March 26 interview
published in the AZ Mirror, Mesa Com-
munity College faculty member Mona
Scott Figueroa said she was “elated”
when she learned that SRPMIC will
host this year’s convocation. “They are
coming through for all 10 colleges,”
she said.

On March 28, the SRPMIC issued a
press release where President Harvier
reiterated that hosting the gradua-
tion ceremony is the right thing to do.
“While we are deeply disappointed by
the cancellation of convocation ceremo-
nies for minority students, we believe
it is important to come together as a
community to honor our graduates and
their families.”

The 2025 Native American convoca-
tion ceremony will be held on May 2
at 6 p.m. at Salt River Fields at Talking
Stick.

By hosting the Native American
convocation this May, the SRPMIC
have provided relief and support to all
graduating Indigenous students enrolled
in Maricopa County Community Col-
leges and their families during these
uncertain times.

Graduates who are Native American
and will be graduating from a Maricopa
Community College District school this
semester can receive further informa-
tion regarding the May 2 ceremony by

emailing 2025convocation@srpmic-
nsn.gov.

O’odham Action News will continue
to monitor this story.

Open your camera on your mobile
phone/tablet to scan the QR codes be-
low for additional information.

President Harvier addresses the
SRPMIC (VIDEO,).

SRPMIC Convocation Registration
Link:
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Join the Mesa Public Schools
Native American Education
Program’s Parent Advisory

Committee

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Loriann Zambrano is the new presi-
dent/chairperson for the Mesa Public
Schools Native American Education
Program’s (NAEP) Parent Advisory
Committee, a group that represents Na-
tive families who have students in the
Mesa Public Schools system.

The committee assists in planning
cultural activities, provides cultural
support and insight and assists in
implementing grant goals.

Since the end of 2024, Zambrano has
been looking for more Native parent
involvement, especially from Salt River
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
parents and guardians.

Her significant other and high school
sweetheart, Jesus Salazar Jr., is an en-
rolled member of the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community.

Zambrano, who has a child enrolled
at Kerr Center for Agriscience, is look-
ing at a list of scholarships, grants,
classes and internships for Native
students to help aid their education
journey.

“As the president of the committee,
I’d love to promote farming and liv-
ing off the land,” she said. Zambrano
also wants to work in sewing lessons,
among other life skill education oppor-
tunities, for students and parents.

Zambrano began a new Face-
book group called MPS Native
American Parent Committee for
committee members to stay active.

You can find the group and join it
here: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/695596676151634/.

Currently, there isn’t much involve-
ment in the committee, something that
Zambrano is hoping to turn around for
the next school year. She believes that
one of the main reasons for the drop in
activity is that many who were in-
volved previously have kids who have
graduated from the schools.

The committee has set up monthly
meetings with activities like bingo and
prize opportunities. Snacks and refresh-
ments are typically provided. Most
recently Zambrano hosted a pizza night
and a paint night.

“Our events for the rest of this
school year are mostly going to consist
of food and planning of next year’s
events, so if you’d like to attend and
help us out with some fun ideas or
collaborations, please come on out and
attend,” said Zambrano. “Our events
are for Native American students en-
rolled in Mesa Public Schools and their
families. If you want to participate and
collaborate, please reach out and we’ll
make that happen.”

To get in touch with Zambrano about
the committee, you can text her at
(480) 853-1773.

For more information on the com-
mittee, upcoming events and how to
become involved in your child’s school
as a committee member in the Mesa
Public Schools system, you can email
naep@mpsaz.org or call (480) 472-
0500.

2025 MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGES
Friday, May 2,2025| 6pm - 8pm

Salt River Fields at Talking Stick
7555 N Pima Rd.

|
e).
f ". .\

American Indian MCCD students must
RSVP by April 25, 2025: tinyurl.com/MCCAIC2025

For more information, please contact [=]

2025convocation@srpmic-nsn.gov S e

Proudly hosted by the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

:' Salt River Schools Host

Career And Education Fair

STAFF REPORTS
O’odham Action News

Salt River Schools held its annual
Career and Education Fair on April 3
at the Accelerated Learning Academy
Gym.

The event featured two main seg-
ments. The first part of the day was
dedicated to a career fair where those
interested in job openings could meet
with recruiters. Professional portraits
were also offered to attendees.

Afterwards, more than 50 educa-
tion, tribal government and business

April 17, 2025

partners showcased resources and
activities throughout the evening.
This part of the event was catered to
students and families.

Prizes were awarded to youth par-
ticipants of “Career Bingo” and “Ca-
reer Cosplay.” Those over 18 also got
prizes for sharing their best 30-second
elevator speech.

A Soam Bavi bowl was available
for dinner in the ALA cafeteria.

For the latest education happen-
ings, be sure to visit www.SaltRiver-
Schools.org.

“Salt River Bingo Night - With Prizes!”

-OAN Education Fair Headline Contest winner Jeremiah Carmona.
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Heaven Sepulveda Completes Her Thesis, Shows

Her Appreciation To Her Community

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News
juan.ysaguirre(@srpmic-nsn.gov

As one journey completes, another
has just begun for Heaven Sepulveda,
recent doctoral graduate from Arizona
State University’s May Lou Fulton
Teachers College and Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Community member.

Her thesis, “From Community to
Classroom,” was a one-day bus tour of
the SRPMIC that took place on August
17 of last year. O’odham Action News
published her doctoral thesis summary
online in October.

The event featured over 25 people
from the SRPMIC and included staff
from Salt River Schools for a day-long
field trip to further immerse non-
Indigenous staff with the cultures and
traditions of the Community.

The trip featured stops at Round
House Café for breakfast, Red Moun-
tain, the Talking Stick Entertainment
District, the Way of Life Facility and
more.

After completing her doctorate, it
was time for Sepulveda to officially
thank her village of family, friends,
loved ones and colleagues who have
helped her academic journey.

On March 24, Sepulveda showed
her utmost appreciation to her commu-
nity by hosting a thank you ceremony
in the Eagle Mark Event Center Ball-
room at the Courtyard Marriott. Nearly
all guests who participated in the Au-
gust tour were present to congratulate
Sepulveda for her wonderful accom-

LV
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Dawn Burstyn-Meyers walked into the banquet
conference room wearing commemorative cartoon
cutouts of Sepulveda.

plishment. Guests included SRPMIC
Council, Community seniors, Salt
River Schools staff, SRPMIC depart-
ment managers and other distinguished
guests.

“I wanted to have a gathering of all
of us together so I could thank you all
personally,” said Sepulveda during her
welcoming and introductions. Joined
by her mom, aunt, sister, and two
children, Sepulveda was filled with
emotions throughout the gathering as
she was continuously showered with
hugs and congratulations from all.

To further showcase the importance
of all who helped her succeed, Sepul-
veda handed out thank you gifts in the
shape of a puzzle piece, symbolizing
those who helped her as she worked to-
wards her academic achievement. “Al-
though, it is my work, it was definitely
a community effort,” said Sepulveda.

Sepulveda said that she has been
called “successful” by many people
since earning her doctorate degree.
Though she is appreciative to their
congratulations, she stated feels the
word has different meanings to every-
one. “For me, it’s not always about
academic success,” she said. “[Being
called successful] could be someone
who is a good Community member or
student.”

She added she hopes the Community
bus tour can turn into a more frequent
occurrence in the future. “I know we
focus a lot on what the kiddos could do
in the schools, but I would love to see
it for police, Social Services, and all
the other departments we have in the

Community to do the tour.”

During the gathering, Chris Coff-
man, founder and executive officer
of Helping Hands for Single Mom:s,
provided a few words regarding Sepul-
veda being a recipient of the organiza-
tion’s scholarship services program.
“We help low-income single moms
go to college,” explained Coffman.

“A few years ago, the staff member
that oversees the scholarship intake
program came to me and told me, ‘I
got a dilemma. We have this incred-
ible person that’s applied for our
scholarship, but we don’t do doctoral
programs. What are we going to do?’”
said Coffman.

The result? The organization
worked out a plan which allowed for
Sepulveda to join the organization as
a paid intern. “Where there’s a will,
there’s a way,” added Coffman as he
gave Sepulveda a hug following his
remarks.

Later, Emily King provided addi-
tional words. “We’re all different ages
in this room. All of us took the op-
portunity and time, thought, love and
kindness to encourage her to be what
she wanted to be and to ensure it with
two beautiful, loving children,” she
said.

She added, “Family is what is im-
portant and that’s what we all are here,
family. Through her and the education,
I believe our Community is going to be
stronger.”

As the gathering neared its end,
Kelly Washington, Cultural Resources
director, shared how the impacts of

implementing O’odham and Piipaash
traditions in today’s digital age is not
only a real possibility, but crucial for
the future of the SRPMIC.

“In my upbringing, I never had any-
one that went to college. So, it wasn’t
my reality. I just got to work, like my
dad,” said Washington. “T always did
like school, but at a certain point, my
generation, it seems like, was present-
ed with a false dichotomy, the modern-
ists versus the traditionalists. It always
seemed like there was a split.”

Washington explained how the
Community traditionalists who did
not go to college were often looked
over for Community management and
director positions.

“Those who went to modern educa-
tion, didn’t place a lot of value on the
traditional ways, they thought they
were old and felt we [the Community]
needed to ‘get with the times.” I went
the way I had to go, the more tradi-
tional way, it wasn’t until I was older, |
realized, I could’ve had it all.”

He added, “From that point forward,
I try to always let the kids know now
that they can have it all. Heaven was
already going down that road. I’'m
thankful to be a part of something like
that. Bringing those worlds together
can be a powerful thing for individu-
als and our Community. [’'m glad we
have role models now. She placed the
emphasis on the culture and proved,
you can have it all.”

-

Kelly Washington provided insight as to how
community membership can truly live in both
worlds of traditional and modern cultures.

The banquet hall featured many distinguished guests from across the SRPMIC, which included council, department
directors, managers, administrative and more.
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SALT RIVER BUSINESS LISTINGS SALT RIVER CHURCH LISTINGS

7 STARS OF ARIZONA, LLC
Concrete & Masonry construction,
General contracting ROC#26357.
Angela Willeford, (602) 889-7290
angelawilleford@sevenstarscompany.
com

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING
RMG MECHANICAL

Community Member owned business.
One job done right the first time!

We service all makes and models.
#ROC310871. Bonded & Insured.
Rebecca Gonzales, (480) 334-1257/
(480) 823-2802 Rmgmechanical@
gmail.com

ART & MAX’S LANDSCAPING

Free estimates mowing, service,
sprinkler, repair, trimming tree clean
up, maintenance. Max, (480) 667-9403
art&maxlandscaping@gmail.com

A’'S FAMILY LANDSCAPING

Lawn Maintenance, Shrub/Tree
Trimming and Debris/Trash Removal.
FREE ESTIMATES. L. Azule, (480)
467-8449

AU-AUTHUM KI, INC.
Commercial construction. Margaret
Rodriguez, (480) 250-7566

BOXING BEARS PHOTOGRAPHY
Boxing Bears Photography is a
photography business based in
Scottsdale, Arizona. We specialize

in portrait photography and photo
booths. Cody Wood, (480) 272-4035
boxingbearsphotography.com cody@
boxingbearsphotography.com

DAJ NATIVE DESIGNS

Printing, DTS, sublimation for drink-
ware and engraving www.dajcreations.
com 480-584-0401 dajnativedesigns@
gmail.com

DALIA’S LANDSCAPING

Yard maintenance / tree trimming,
sprinkler repairs and service. Sherry
Harris, (480) 580-0501/ (623)-282-
0902 daliaresendiz0815@icloud.com

DALLAS PROFESSIONAL PAINTING
Commercial Painting Com-

pany, Licensed, Bonded, Insured,
ROC#250102 David Dallas, (623)
337-4070 david@dallaspropainting.
com

DESERT’S EDGE, LLC

Professional Landscaping Services
and Maintenance Weekly, Bi-Weekly,
Monthly, Clean Ups, Trimming,
Sprinkler Repair & Grass Seeding. For
a free estimate, call or text 480-646-
2587

ERNIE’S CATERING

Food catering for all your needs Ernie
Lopez (chef and owner) (480) 907-
8945 erniescateringbusiness@yahoo.
com

GOODLIFE NUTRITION

Healthy cafe offering plant-based
juices and smoothies, meal-replace-
ment options and event catering.
Order online by visiting instagram! @
goodlifeaz goodlife.nutrition@yahoo.
com (480)274-3306

HEAVENLY TOUCH CLEANING
SRPMIC Member Owned and
operated specializing in residential

and commercial cleaning services;
geta quote by phone or emailing
contact information below. Yesika
Saldivar-Zotigh, Owner (602) 301-9832
Heavenlytouch08@yahoo.com

KI: PROPERTY SERVICES

Fully Licensed. Grading, Lot Clearing,
Gravel Spread, Trash Haul, Landscap-
ing, General Home Repair. Call for
Per Cap Specials! 480-369-2018
ki.property.services81@gmail.com

LB’s HAIR SALON

For all your hair needs. Over 30+
years of experience specializing in
trending haircuts, color, highlighting,
perms, blow dry’s and also manicures,
pedicures and facial waxing. Linda
Baptisto, (602) 525-9142 hairbylin-
dab@yahoo.com

MOQUINO’S BODY & PAINT LLC.
Auto Body Work and Paint LLC. Com-
munity Member 15% discount. Pete
Moquino, (480) 236-3033 moquinoscu-
stompaint@yahoo.com

NATIVE CREATIVE APPAREL, LLC
Native American themed clothing for

babies, kids and adults. Design your

own custom shirts Isaac Lopez, (480)
410-8685 /(562) 761-9341 nativecre-
ativeapparel@gmail.com

NATIVE GROUND COFFEE

A Native American coffee company
from Salt River. Winter Wood, (480)
522-8393 www.nativegroundcoffee.
com

NATURES DEFENSE

Do it yourself pest control. All organic,
non-toxic, chemical free. Safe/effec-
tive against roaches, scorpions, fleas/
ticks, beetles, bed bugs and more! JB
Cortez, (480) 453-9371 saltriverjp@
gmail.com

PIMA AWARDS PROMOTIONAL
PRODUCTS, INC

Promo items, silkscreen/embroider
apparel, custom awards and printing
services. 15610 N 35th Ave Ste #7
Phoenix, AZ 85053 www.pimaawards.
com Ron Lee, (623) 271-8311

PIMARA CONSTRUCTION

Civil & structural engineering. Virginia
Loring, (480) 251-6849 vipimara@cox.
net

PIIPASH SHELL

4001. N. Pima Rd., Scottsdale, AZ Mi-
chael Smith- Owner Piipash LLC (480)
947-6400 (store) piipash@hotmail.com

RED CACTUS PHOTOGRAPHY
Professional Photography for all occa-
sions: business, commercial, extreme
adventure, family gatherings, portraits,
real estate, social media, sports,

and weddings. D. Gonzales, (480)
828-5863 redcactusphotography480@
gmail.com

REZHAWK TOWING & RECOVERY,
LLC

Please call for appointment. Lock out
available Eric Schurz, (480) 735-9730
rezhawktowingandrecovery@yahoo.
com

SALT RIVER HOSPITALITY

Food service, bar, janitorial equipment
and supplies. J.B. Cortez, (480) 945-
0062 saltriverjp@gmail.com Location
1: Phoenix Park-N-Swap Location 2:
The Spot on Camelback

STAYSHONS CHEVRON
Community Member owned business
since 1994. Boyd Chiago, (480) 990-
2004

THE MAIN INGREDIENT

Home and commercial quality kitchen
supplies, open to the public. J.B.
Cortez, (480) 945-0062 themainingre-
dientaz@gmail.com

THE SPOT ON CAMELBACK

An Open Air Market And Multicultural
Gathering! Handmade arts, crafts,
and jewelry, clothing, tools, kitchen
supplies, and more. JB Cortez (480)
945-0062 11514 E. Camelback Rd.
Scottsdale, 85256 thespotoncamel-
back@gmail.com thespotoncamel-
back.com

VMK ENTERPRISES, INC
Janitorial supplies. Sheryl@vmkenter-
prises.com

If we CANNOT contact you by phone or email, your business will be removed from the listing.

Call O’odham Action News at (480) 362-7750 to have your business put back on the listing.

LEHI CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1452 E. Oak St. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Merrill Jones

(480) 234-6091

SERVICES

Visit us on Facebook Live and in person.
Search for Lehi Church of the Nazarene.

Sun. School, 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.

Sun. Night Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Wed. Devotion Night 6:30 p.m.
SOAR Group 2nd & 4th Friday, 7 p.m.
Mon. night Prayer Meeting, 6 p.m.
Singspiration, last Sundays at 6 p.m.

FERGUSON MEMORIAL BAPTIST
CHURCH

1512 E. McDowell Rd. Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Neil Price

(480) 278-0750

SERVICES

Sunday Worship Service, 10 a.m. Now
available through the Zoom app. Call
church for Zoom ID.

LEHI PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1342 E. Oak Mesa, AZ 85203

Pastor Annette Lewis
annette.f.lewis@gmail.com

(480) 404-3284

SERVICES

Sunday Services 10 a.m.

Communion First Sundays at 10 a.m.
Birthday Sunday Potluck- Last Sunday
of the Month, after services.

Youth Devotion/Music (bring your instru-
ments!) last 2 Saturdays of the month
at4 p.m.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
PAPAGO WARD

2056 N. Extension Rd. Scottsdale
AZ, 85256

(480) 947-1084

SERVICES

Sunday service begins at 10 a.m.

PIMA CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
12207 E. Indian School Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85256

Pastor Marty Thomas

(480) 874-3016/

Home: (480) 990-7450
SERVICES

Sunday service 11 a.m.

Lord’s Supper very first Sunday of
the month (potluck after)

SALT RIVER ASSEMBLY OF GOD
10657 E. Virginia Ave. Scottsdale, AZ
85256

Rev. WinterElk Valencia

(480) 947-5278
saltriveragchurch.com

SERVICES

Sunday Morning Prayer 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study 6pm

SALT RIVER CHURCH OF CHRIST
430 N. Dobson Rd. Suite 105

Mesa, AZ 85201

(720) 626-2171, Josh Austin
SaltRiverChurchofChrist.com
SERVICES

Bible Class 9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Bible Class 6 p.m.

Bible Study Wednesdays 7 p.m.
Local transportation available, please
call phone number above

SALT RIVER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

P.O. Box 10125

Scottsdale, AZ 85271

E: SaltRiverPresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook

Pastor Charlotte Fafard

SERVICES

Sunday Service, 1 p.m.

Communion first Sunday of the month

ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC MISSION
3090 N. Longmore, Scottsdale, AZ
(602) 292-4466 (cell)

Administrator: Deacon Jim Trant
Parish President: Cindy Thomas
Father Peter McConnell and Father
Antony Tinker

SERVICES

Sunday Mass 12 p.m.

Holy Hours 1 p.m.

SOARING EAGLE MINISTRIES INTER-
NATIONAL (SEMI)

Marriott Courtyard, 5201 N. Pima Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85250

Apostle Edward Chance
apostleeac@gmail.com

(480) 516-6509

SERVICES

10 AM on Sundays

Visit us on Facebook Live, Wednesdays
at 7 PM for Voice of Truth

VICTORY CENTER

1231 E Oak St.

Mesa, AZ 85203

Senior Pastor Danny Cruz
480-427-4678

SERVICES

First and Third Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Follow us @vomstrvictorycenter on
instagram

VICTORY OUTREACH CHURCH MESA
5610 E. Main St. Mesa, AZ 85205
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz

SERVICES

Sunday 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Wednesday 7 p.m.

Youth Nights Tuesday at 7 p.m.

visit vomesa.org for more service times,
life group locations, and events

Follow us @vomesachurch on
Instagram

MORNINGSTAR APOSTOLIC
CHURCH

3263 E Guadalupe Rd, Gilbert, Arizona
85234

Bishop Daniel Lizarraga and Pastor
Jason Lizarraga

SERVICES

Sunday 2:30 p.m.

Wednesday 8-11 a.m.

Bible classes Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Visit msactruth.com for more

Follow us @morningstarapostolic on In-
stagram and on Facebook at facebook.
com/msactruth

Please call the Church ahead of time to confirm information.

Information was correct at the time of print, however, services may have changed since then.

O'odham Action News is published bi-weekly by the
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. Editorials
and articles are the sole responsibility of the authors,
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion, attitude or
philosophy of O'odham Action News or the Salt River

Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

O'odham Action News encourages the submission
of letters to the Editor. However, letters must be typed
or printed clearly, and should include the writer’s name,
address and phone number. This information is for
verification only. Other submission of articles, artwork and
photos are encouraged. O'odham Action News does not

D eDA L]

ACTION NEWS

DALTON WALKER
MANAGING EDITOR

(480) 362-3281

dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

Salt River Public Works Department
Memorial Services & Cemeteries

“Providing a hospitable place to honor loved ones
at the end of life’s journey.”

Office Hours:

Monday through Friday

8:00AM - 5:00PM

assume responsibility for unsolicited materials and does CHRIS PICCIUOLO
not guarantee publication upon submission. NEWS REPORTER
O'odham Action News reserves the right to reject any (480) 362-6626

advertising, material or letter submitted for publication.
Advertising rates are available on request. O'odham
Action News does not endorse any product or services

Main Office Located at:
Memorial Hall

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

accepted as advertising on these pages. All contributions JUAN YSAGUIRRE
or information may be sent to: NE(%%)%%:C;?;?’E R 9849 East Earll Drive

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS
10,005 E. Osborn Road,
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juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov
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Jacob Butler Mikah Carlos -
NEWSPAPER ASSISTANT Bunker Family Funerals & Cremation (480) 964-8686
DISTRICT B LEHI DISTRICT 480) 362-2698 i -
DS TRICT B BER S DWTRICT i n) 3622698 Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home (602) 840-5600
@srp g

David Antone Deanna Scabby

O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS
DISTRICT C LEHI DISTRICT
COUNCIL MEMBER COUNCIL MEMBER L MAIN LINE. (480) 362-7750
Cheryl Doka Michael Dallas. Sr. (Leave a message \_Nlth your name and number

’ and we will return your call)

DISTRICT D
COUNCIL MEMBER call O ADVERTISING e
Suk Fulwilder all O'odham Action News for advertising info.

(480) 362-2698 / www.oodhamnews.org

PUBLIC WORKS NOTICE
SRPMIC Council has approved the nightly closures of the Salt

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS DEADLINES

River and Lehi Cemeteries due to continued vandalism. ISSUE DEADLINE AT NOON
: . , . MAY 1 APRIL 18
The Salt River and Lehi Cemeteries will be closed from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. MAY 15 MAY 2

If you have any questions, please contact Memorial Services at

(480) 278-7050

SEND INFORMATION TO O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS
at oodhamactionnews@srpmic-nsn.gov
For more information please call (480) 362-7750.
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JUVENILE COURT
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD.
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315
ALL JUVENILE COURT CASES REPORT TO
COURTROOM #3 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.
FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR
RIGHTS
Francisco, Marissa — Review Hearing Case: J-23-0026

Court Date: April 21, 2025 at 10 a.m.

Lewis, Robi — Review Hearing Case: J-23-0026 Court
Date: April 21, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.

Schurz, Passion - Initial Guardianship Hearing Case:
J-21-0126/0127 Court Date: May 5,20205 at 10 a.m.

CIVIL COURT
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD.
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

ALVAREZ-GAGE, ANALISHA

CV-25-0597
DEFAULT NOTICE
Country Club Cars v. Analisha Alvarez-Gage

To: Analisha Alvarez-Gage, RESPONDENT

1. A Complaint has been filed against you in this Court
and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent if you
do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to
dismiss, request for extension of time or other
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30)
days from the date the Process Server hands you this
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under
the Community Code, the Court may enter default
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid
default judgment entered against you, you must file a
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are
served with this Notice. The Court will not extend time
for your response, and you must make your response
in writing, no oral responses will be accepted.

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment
for what the Complaint demands. (Section 5-16.1,
Judgment by Default)

DATE: 13th day of March 2025
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

ALVAREZ-GAGE, ANALISHA
CV-25-0854
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
Country Club Cars v. Analisha Alvarez-Gage

TO: Analisha Alvarez-Gage

YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the
above-entitied court on the 12th day of May 2025 at
9:00 AM, in Court Room #1, and show cause why you
should not be held in contempt for failing to appear for
a Civil Complaint Hearing that was heard on March 13,
2025 at 10:00 AM after being duly notice.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

ORDERED this 13th day of March 2025.

JUDGE ARISTA SANCHEZ - SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

CARLOS Ill, JUSTIN
CV-25-0598
DEFAULT NOTICE
Country Club Cars v. Justin Carlos Il

To: Justin Carlos Ill, RESPONDENT

1. A Complaint has been filed against you in this Court
and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent if you
do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to
dismiss, request for extension of time or other
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30)
days from the date the Process Server hands you this
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under
the Community Code, the Court may enter default
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid
default judgment entered against you, you must file a
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are
served with this Notice. The Court will not extend time
for your response and you must make your response in
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment
for what the Complaint demands. (Section 5-16.1,
Judgment by Default)

LEGAL NOTICES

CIVIL COURT CASES REPORT TO COURTROOM
#1/ #2 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.
FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR
RIGHTS
Alvarez-Gage, Analisha Rosa Mae—Entry of Default
Judgement Hearing Case: CV-25-0597 Court Date:
May 12, 2025 at 9 AM

Carlisle, Andrew-Restraining Order Hearing Case: CV-
25-2295 Court Date: May 15, 2025 at 11:30 AM

Chiago Marrufo, Judy Buck-Order to Show Cause
Hearing Case: CV-24-4198 Court Date: May 5, 2025
at 10AM

Diaz, Melissa Marie-Annual Guardianship Review Case:
CF-22-0029 Court Date: May 7, 2025 at 9 AM

Frederick, Avis Sacora-Annual Guardianship Review/
Order To Show Cause Hearings Case: CF-22-0073
Court Date: May 20, 2025 at 10 AM

Gloria, Valerie Gail-Probate Hearing Case: CV-25-1511
Court Date: May 13, 2025 at 10:30 AM

Hill Sundust, Julie Isabelle-Default Judgement Hearing
Case: CV-25-0604 Court Date: April 29, 2025 at 9 AM

HILL SUNDUST, JULIE ISABELLE HILL
CV-25-0604
DEFAULT NOTICE
Country Club Cars v. Julie Isabelle Hill Sundust

To: Julie Isabelle Hill Sundust, RESPONDENT

1. A Complaint has been filed against you in this Court
and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent if you
do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to
dismiss, request for extension of time or other
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30)
days from the date the Process Server hands you this
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under
the Community Code, the Court may enter default
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid
default judgment entered against you, you must file a
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are
served with this Notice. The Court will not extend time
for your response and you must make your response in
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment
for what the Complaint demands. (Section 5-16.1,
Judgment by Default)

DATED: 25th of February 2025
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

KASEY, MAGGIE MAUREEN
CV-25-0788
DEFAULT NOTICE
Country Club Cars v. Maggie Maureen Kasey

To: Maggie Maureen Kasey RESPONDENT

1. A Complaint has been filed against you in this Court
and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent if you
do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to
dismiss, request for extension of time or other
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30)
days from the date the Process Server hands you this
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under
the Community Code, the Court may enter default
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid
default judgment entered against you, you must file a
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are
served with this Notice. The Court will not extend time
for your response and you must make your response in
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment
for what the Complaint demands. (Section 5-16.1,
Judgment by Default)

DATED: 4th of March 2025
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

Kasey, Maggie Maureen—Entry of Default Judgement/
Order to Show Cause Hearings Case: CV-25-0788
Court Date: May 8, 2025 at 10 AM

Ludlow, Ryan-Child Support Modification Hearing Case:
CFCS-20-0024 Court Date: May 15, 2025 at 10:30 AM

Martinez Sr., Mario Ruben James-Civil Complaint
Hearing Case: CV-25-0853 Court Date: April 24, 2025
at9AM

Miles, James Spotted Hawk-Order of Protection Hearing
Case: CV-25-2081 Court Date: April 24, 2025 at 11 AM

Mix, Prendy-Evidentiary Custody Hearing Case: CV-25-
1601 Court Date: May 22, 2025 at 10 AM

Mix, Prendy-Evidentiary Paternity Hearing Case: CV-25-
1601 Court Date: May 22, 2025 at 10 AM

Nahsonhoya, Damien- Probate Status Hearing Case:
P-21-0007 Court Date: May 16, 2025 at 2:30PM

Parchcorn, Ellis J Sr-Entry of Default Judgement Case:
CV-24-5858 Court Date: May 19, 2025 at 9 AM

Ray, Calvin Evans—Entry of Default Judgement/OTSC
Hearings Case: CV-25-0854 Court Date: May 7, 2025

DEFAULT NOTICES

LEWIS, MARIA ERNESTINA
CV-25-0782
DEFAULT NOTICE
Country Club Cars v. Maria Emestina Lewis

To: Maria Ernestina Lewis, RESPONDENT

1. A Complaint has been filed against you in this Court
and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent if you
do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to
dismiss, request for extension of time or other
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30)
days from the date the Process Server hands you this
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under
the Community Code, the Court may enter default
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid
default judgment entered against you, you must file a
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are
served with this Notice. The Court will not extend time
for your response and you must make your response in
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment
for what the Complaint demands. (Section 5-16.1,
Judgment by Default)

DATED: 13th day of March 2025
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

MARRUFO, JUDY
CV-24-4198
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
Country Club Cars v. Judy Marrufo

TO: Judy Marrufo

YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the
above-entitied court on the 5th day of May 2025 at
10:00am, in Court Room #2, and show cause why you
should not be held in contempt for failing to obey a
Default Judgment Ordered on January 6, 2025.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

ORDERED: April 8, 2025.

JUDGE ANTHONY LITTLE - SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

RAY, CALVIN EVANS
CV-25-0854
DEFAULT NOTICE
Country Club Cars v. Calvin Evans Ray

To: Calvin Evans Ray, RESPONDENT

1. A Complaint has been filed against you in this Court
and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent if you
do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record reflects that you have failed to
respond to defend by filing an answer, motion to
dismiss, request for extension of time or other
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend

at 9:30 AM

Santo, Charnele Marie-Civil Complaint Hearing Case:
CV-25-0853 Court Date: April 24, 2025 at 9 AM

Smith, Tracy Serina AKA Tracy French- Annual
Guardianship Review/Order to Show Cause Case: CF-
22-0073 Court Date: May 20, 2025 at 10 AM

Vasquez, Rosalina Maria-Order to Show Cause Hearing
Case: CIVAC-23-1736 Court Date: May 16, 2025 at
1:30 PM | court room #5.

Williams, Bryann Lynn- Probate Status Hearing Case:
P-21-0007 Court Date: May 16, 2025 at 2:30 PM

Williams, Craig Sterling Probate Status Hearing Case:
P-21-0007 Court Date: May 16, 2025 at 2:30 PM

Ybarra, Carlos Alejandr-Probate Hearing Case: CV-25-
1511 Court Date: May 13, 2025 at 10:30 AM

Zotigh Jeremiah Jimmy Taylor-Annual Guardianship
Review Case: CF-23-0054 Court Date: May 22, 2025
at 9 AM

Zotigh, Sosha—Annual Guardianship Review Case: CF-
23-0054 Court Date: May 22, 2025 at 9 AM

hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30)
days from the date the Process Server hands you this
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under
the Community Code, the Court may enter default
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid
default judgment entered against you, you must file a
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are
served with this Notice. The Court will not extend time
for your response, and you must make your response
in writing, no oral responses will be accepted.

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment
for what the Complaint demands. (Section 5-16.1,
Judgment by Default)

DATED: 24th day of March 2025
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

RAY, CALVIN EVANS
CV-25-0854
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTICE (AMENDED)
Country Club Cars v. Ray, Calvin Evans

TO: Ray, Calvin Evans

YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear for Order to
Show Cause Hearing on the 7th day of May 2025 at
9:30 AM, in Court Room #1, and show cause why you
should not be held in contempt for failing to appear for
Civil Complaint Hearing on March 24, 2025 after being
duly noticed.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

You are entitled to subpoena witnesses on your behalf
and to be represented by counsel. ORDERED this 24th
day of March 2025.

JUDGE JANAYAL. JOHNSON - SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

SMITH AKA TRACY FRENCH, TRACY
CF-22-0073
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
Country Club Cars v. Tracy Smith AKA Tracy French

TO: Tracy Smith AKA Tracy French

P.O. Box 682
135 N. Center St.
Mesa, AZ 85211

YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the
above-entitied court on the 20th day of May, 2025 at
10:00 AM, in Court Room #1, and show cause why you
should not be held in contempt for failing to appear for
a Annual Guardianship Review Hearing that was heard
on March 27, 2025 at 10:00 AM after being duly notice.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

ORDERED this 27th day of March, 2025.

JUDGE JANAYA L. JOHNSON - SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

KASEY, MAGGIE MAUREEN
CV-25-0788
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
Country Club Cars v. Maggie Maureen Kasey

TO: Kasey, Maggie Maureen

YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear before the
above-entitled court on the 8th day of May, 2025 at
10:00 AM, in Court Room #1, and show cause why you
should not be held in contempt for failing to appear
for a hearing on Wednesday, January 22, 2025 at
10:45a.m. after being duly noticed.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code or Ordinances.

ORDERED this 4th day of March, 2025.

Public Input Requested on Roads Program

The Community has a Tribal Transportation Improvement Program
(TTIP) showing the road projects planned over the next 5 years. The
plan includes new roadway construction, reconstruction, safety im-
provements, pedestrian facilities, pavement rehabilitation and road
maintenance. A copy of the TTIP can be found on the Community’s
https://www.srpmic-nsn.gov/government/public-works/

website at

roads/#Planning. A hardcopy is also available for pick up at the Public
Works Utilities and Roads office located at 9010 East Osborn Road,
Scottsdale, AZ 85256. Please contact Jennifer Jack, Public Works De-
partment, Roads Section Manager, with any questions at 480-362-7747
or jennifer.jack@srpmic-nsn.gov. Comments may be submitted at the
address or email indicated above. The deadline for comments is May

DATED: 19th of February 2025 JUDGE ARISTINA SANCHEZ - SALT RIVER PIMA- 2. 2025.
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT ’
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Indigenous Athletes Showcase Talent

Around 60+ Indigenous athletes came out to showcase their talents and

receive insight from the Valley’s finest athletic coaches.

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News
juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

In November last year, the Phoenix
Indian Center hosted its free Indig-
enous Spring ball showcase at the
Accelerated Learning Academy in the
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com-
munity. O ’odham Action News was at
the scene for November’s baseball and
softball showcase which saw many

student-athletes receive
training from coaches and
trained staff from through-
out the Valley.

As they continue to pro-
vide community outreach
for Indigenous student-
athletes throughout the
school year, on March 22,
the Phoenix Indian Center
hosted its free Indigenous
Fall Ball showcase at Mar-
cos De Niza High School
in Tempe, this time with an
emphasis on football and
volleyball.

Football

The football student-
athletes were provided
expertise from football
coaches from throughout
the Valley, including Mar-
cos De Niza. Additionally,
the participants were also
coached by fellow Indig-
enous student-athletes that
have made the leap from
the high school sports to
the collegiate level.

“I know my grandma, or my Nelly,
she always wanted me to help out with
our Native community,” said Jayden
Ahboah, senior and offensive lineman
for the University of Nevada Running
Rebels. Ahboah was born in Tuba City
and is Navajo and Kiowa. He gradu-
ated from Desert Edge High School in
Goodyear, Arizona.

During the showcase, Ahboah made
it a point to inform the student-athletes
that their efforts and dedication they

put towards themselves, both inside
and outside of the classroom, will result
in positive accomplishments. “Give
100% in everything you do, let’s be
great,” said Ahboah as he gathered the
student-athletes all for a team huddle in
between drills.

Athletes were timed on their 40-yard
dash sprints, as well as performed cone
exercises and distance jumping drills
which showcased their talents. Each of
the participating athletes were provided
with commemorative shirts which
denoted if they were an offensive or
defensive specialist. Additionally,
Phoenix Indian Center staff and vol-
unteers ensured all athletes had ample
water to drink as they practiced out on
the football field underneath the warm
Saturday morning sun.

Volleyball

In the Marcos De Niza gymna-
sium, the next generation of superstar
student-volleyball athletes received
training from Chrissy Gust, head coach
of Justice University in Chandler,
Arizona. “I’m here to help get them to
the next level,” said Gust. A Christian-
college, Justice University boasts a
state-of-the-art athletic facility in addi-
tion to student housing.

Gust also helped refine each of the
participating student-athletes skill-
sets on both sides of the net. Athletes
were instructed how to perform proper
serves, passing, digging and blocking.

As part of the volleyball showcase,
all participating athletes and their
information will be submitted to local
colleges and universities on behalf of
Gust. Throughout the volleyball show-

case, Gust also provided the athletes
with an overview of the recruitment
process.

One of the volleyball coaches in at-
tendance to the showcase was Corona
Del Sol student-athlete and future
member of the University of Washing-
ton Huskies volleyball team, Hayden
Conner. “It’s great being out here,” said
Conner, who has accepted a scholar-
ship to Washington following her high
school graduation in 2026.

Standing at 6 feet 3 inches, Conner
is a middle blocker/pin hitter and is
widely known for her power. Conner is
also from the Navajo Nation.

“If you asked me 1 year ago where |
would go [to play college volleyball],
I would never have said Washington.
But, once I got to know the coaches,
they seemed like great people,” shared
Conner.

Much like Ahboah, being a student-
athlete who is also Indigenous provides
Connor an impactful connection of
community.

“I just wanted to give back,” shared
Conner.

Giving back is just one of the corner-
stone ways the Phoenix Indian Center
has continued to build along with local
tribal nations in Arizona to help pro-
vide opportunities to the next genera-
tion of superstar student-athletes who
just so happen to be Indigenous.

For more information on upcoming
events the Phoenix Indian Center’s
Youth Programs, interested individuals
can email youthprograms@phxindcen-
ter.org or call them directly at (602)
264-6768.

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA

MISSING & MURDERED

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AWARENESS DAY

A day to honor, remember, and raise awareness for Missing & Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP)

MAY 5,
2025

Wear Red Day:
Show you care by
wearing red or
traditional attire.

TWO WATERS

AMPHITHEATER RED WRAP

8:30AM - 10:30AM

Wrapped in Red

Join us to help wrap the Two Waters
Amphitheater in red. Please bring your photos/or

INDIAN COMMUNITY

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT:
ANIGHT OF HOPE & HEALING

6:00PM | ALAFOOTBALLFIELD

Walk & Luminarias: Participate in a walk of
remembrance illuminated by luminarias in honor
of those lost. Set up tables adorned with pictures
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department.

ABOVE: Capt. Steve Wood (MIDDLE) holds a ceremonial axe gifted to him for
his service; also pictured is SRFD Chief Tsosie Wood (LEFT) and SRPD Lt.
Forest Wood (RIGHT).

INSET: The SRFD Honor Guard raised a flag and provided a ceremonial flag
to Capt. Steve Wood for his service. Photos courtesy SRFD

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Salt River Fire Department Capt. Steve Wood officially
retired on February 21 after 36 years of service to the fire

Wood began with the SRFD on December 28, 1989, and
held the captain title since July 2002.
The SRFD held a luncheon for Wood at Station 294, at

other remembrances to the Amphitheater in

memory and acknowledging MMIP loved ones.

MMIP Red Handprint Wall
Add your handprint to the back wall of the
amphitheater to bring awareness.

MMIP

AWARENESS

and information about loved ones or bring
banners and signs. Light dinner provided.

T-shirts to registered participants  [u] . [u]
while supplies last. Register here:

https://tinyurl.com/MMIP2025 [«]I}

All members of the community & employees are invited to attend,
extending a warm welcome to families affected by these tragedies.

This is an Alcohol/Drug/Gang and Tobacco Free Event. NO Pets, Firearms or Outside Ice Chests/Glass Allowed

COMMUNITY RELATIONS-EVENTS | 480-362-7740 | [[] SRPMIC |(G) SALTRIVERINDIANCOMMUNITY

which Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Coun-
cil members, Executive Admin team members and current
and past Salt River Fire Department staftf came to wish him
good luck in his next chapter.

In honor of his service, the SRFD Honor Guard raised a
flag for him and then provided him with a ceremonial flag.
He was also presented with a ceremonial ax with his name
inscribed on it.

The SRFD Pipes and Drums group performed before the
department took a moment to remember Wood’s service
with a “last call,” a traditional bell service for honoring a
firefighter.
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BY ANDREEA MIGUEL
AND GARY OWENS
O’odham Action News
Andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

Tortillas, or in the O’odham lan-
guage, cemait, and in Piipaash, mo-
diily, is a traditional food to many
Indigenous tribes in southern Arizona.
Over the years, many families have
added their own twist on how cemait/
modiily is made. These recipes have
been passed down for many years, and
the art of tortilla making is celebrated
every year in the Salt River Pima-Mari-
copa Indian Community.

On the morning of March 22, the
Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian
Community Fire Department members
Dustin Zamboni, Bobby Scabby Jr. and
Clifford Lopez ran down Longmore
Road in a “Lighting of the Fires Relay
Run.” From the Repository to the
Huhugam Ki: Museum, members of the
fire department ran a burning torch that
was used to start the fires that would
make the tortillas.

The event was livestreamed by the
Cultural Resources Department (CRD),
while people and police cars with their
lights swirling, parked along the route
and greeted the runners with cheers
and a warm welcome. The sound of
the techno-vaila version of “Chariots
of Fire” was blaring from the pacing
golf-cart, as it encouraged the enthused
runners.

The smell of firewood filled the air
outside of the museum as tortilla mak-
ers prepared for this annual festival
just outside the museum’s doors and
parking lot. Over 600 visitors gathered
on the museum grounds throughout the
day where three outdoor cooking areas
were in full swing with making torti-
llas, selling tortillas or handing out free
samples.

S e

A large dancing cemait showing off his tortilla
cumbia for the audience.

The Good Morning Arizona news
team were there in the wee hours of 6
and 7 a.m. and did two live feeds for
the home viewers. Candice Manuel
and Kasheen Walker were on camera
talking about how tortilla making is an
important component to the cultural
life of the people.

A popular event at the festival was
the tortilla making classes. Led by
Manuel and Debbie James, the public
was offered the opportunity to learn
how to make cemait/modiily from start
to finish. Four different community
instructors taught them how to measure
ingredients, mix just the right amount
of water and knead that dough. Then
it was over to the 52-inch komal, and
they were able to make and enjoy the
finished product. The classes were open
to everyone, and demand was great, so
a fifth class was added.

The day was filled with games and
nonstop fun for all who attended. Tor-
tilla makers from the four sibling tribes
of Arizona; Salt River Pima Maricopa
Indian Community, Gila River Indian
Community, Ak-Chin Indian Com-
munity and Tohono O’odham Na-
tion showcased their talents as many
demonstrated their own special ways
of making cemait/modiily. Games that
were tortilla themed were available to
play under the vato and were run by
staff from CRD.

If you did not get a chance to go to
the tortilla making classes, you at least
got the opportunity to make your own
tortilla. A group of women from the
Community had dough balls available
and helped the enthused crowd in flap-
ping and stretching the dough to lay
on the tractor disc for cooking. And of
course, a tub of butter was nearby for
that final touch.

Not too far from the vato, the Cul-
tural Resources Department pro-
vided samples of cultural foods which
included chia seed pudding that was
topped off with goji berries and raw
pumpkin seeds, Mesquite cake topped
with yogurt, and two different stews,
rabbit and quail, that were both, mixed
with tepary beans. During the after-
noon, on the west end of the museum
grounds, a demonstration was done on
how to season a tractor disc and get it
ready for cooking tortillas.

Vaila style music was heard as
Two Rivers chicken scratch band
performed and attendees were able
to visit different vendors that sold
kitchenware along with various food
vendors. Their menus included break-
fast burritos, goodies, popovers and
lemonade infused drinks. Beginning
at 11 a.m., on the hour, the audience
favorite, the large dancing cemait/
modiily was out there doing his tortilla
cumbia for the adoring crowd.

Kasheen Walker is all smiles when it comes to making tortillas.

Another event that wowed the
crowd was the tortilla Olympics,
games that showcased the tortilla mak-
ers skills such as flapping out the big-
gest dough and blindfolded flapping.
A favorite was the burrito races, where
tortilla looking cloth was wrapped
around the participants and the teams
took turns running down a track to
win. Prizes were donated by Discover
Salt River and Schuuk Designs

By 2 p.m., all visitors and partici-
pants were happy and tired as they
left with prizes, giveaways, recipes
and tortillas. The Huhugam Ki: had
another successful event and is look-
ing forward to next year’s festival in a
new location.

Museum Manager Gary Owens re-
marked, “This year’s event was huge;
it covered the entire museum grounds,
people everywhere and we look for-
ward to making this an event for Salt
River, where everyone comes out to
help and enjoy the tortilla history of
the Community.”

Tammy Walker assists a participant in kneading the
dough together during one of the many tortilla making

Games that were centered around tortillas were available to play under the vato.
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March Madness Fun at Friendship Park

BY ANDREEA MIGUEL
O’odham Action News
Andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

This year, full court basketball games still took
place at the Way of Life Facility.

Over the years, WellPath has developed a partner-
ship with Benefits, Community Relations, Round
House Café, Community Recreation Services and
Public Works due to an increase in participation. “It’s |
now too big for WellPath alone,” said Weiler.

“WellPath envisions MMGs to be a month-long
corporate picnic run at lunchtime from the begin-
ning of March and culminating on National Benefits
Day each year. We hope all departments will want to
have teams and compete against one another for the
overall championship,” he said.

The Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community’
WellPath program held its annual March Madness
games at Friendship Park. Throughout March, SRP-
MIC employees could participate in activities against
other departments.

Games included cornhole, knock out, giant pong,
ultimate Frisbee, cup stacking and minute to win it.
Participants battled each other in hopes of moving up
brackets to win either gold, silver or bronze medals.

Before the March Madness games, basketball was
the lone option for tribal government employees,
however basketball is a full contact sport that often
leads to injuries, and not everyone plays the game,
Andrew Weiler, Wellness Program supervisor ex-

The games concluded with a free barbeque-style
picnic with help from the Round House and medals
and a trophy were presented to department partici-
pants.

ABOVE: Community Relations Department cheering on their team dur-
ing Corn Hole games.

plained, “We decided on the Olympic Games Parody
made up of a wide variety of games that could help
build team morale in various departments. We envi-
sion a March Madness games where every depart-
ment and the enterprises all have teams.”

Teams battle in the Minute-to-Win It games by solving word puzzles
and more.

e "' ' i

Team members celebrate their win during the Ultimate Frisbee battle.

Proposed Changes to the Code of
Ordinances Section 4-4

The proposed change to 4-4 aims to expand the
scope of legal practice by attorneys in the Com-
munity Court to include civil cases. Attorneys are
already authorized to represent clients in cases in-
volving juvenile dependency, juvenile delinquency,
criminal and mental health cases within Commu-
nity Court. By amending 4-4 to allow attorneys to
practice in civil matters, the law will increase ac-
cess to legal representation and further strengthen
the practice within Community Court. To address
concerns that have been voiced, two versions of
the proposed change are being offered, taking into
consideration varying opinions while remaining
mindful of the diverse needs of the Community.

The Council wanted to solicit Community mem-
ber input prior to making any decisions on this
proposed code change.

You can review a presentation and the various
proposed code changes at:

https://www.srpmic-nsn.gov/government/ogc/
proposed-ordinances/

Scan the QR code to view:
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ACTION NEWS

DO YOU NEED TO UPDATE YOUR
NEWSPAPER SUBSCRIPTION?
Contact Newspaper Assistant Kari Haahr at
(480) 362-2698 or kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov
Leave your name, number and message and they
will get back to you.

GOT A STORY IDEA?

Email us at oodhamactionnews@srpmic-
nsn.gov or call (480) 362-7750
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MCKELLIPS ROAD, CLOSED BETWEEN 92ND STREET
AND LONGMORE ROAD

The Maricopa County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) continues construction of the McKellips
Road improvement pro%'ect located within the Salt River-Pima Maricopa Indian Community (SRPMIC). The
project necessitates a full closure of McKellips Road between 92nd Street and Longmore Road starting
at 5 a.m. Monday, March 24, 2025, continuouslz for sixty (60) days until Friday, May 23, 2025 at 5 p.m. to
accommodate a box culvert installation on both sides of McKellips Road.

Alternative travel around the McKellips Road closure will be provided via detours in the area. Detour
signage will be in place to direct travel in the area. Access to Dobson and Longmore Roads from
McKellips will be closed. Local access to Dobson Road and Longmore Road will be open from McDowell
Road as shown in the map above. Motorists are encouraged to find alternate routes to their destinations.

Please watch for work crews, obey all traffic control signs and follow reduced speeds in the work zone.
For more information on the project and the latest on travel restrictions, please visit the project website

at: https://www.maricopa.gov/5938/McKellips-Road.

WORK SCHEDULE:

Where: McKellips Road from Alma School Road to the SR101L.
When: Monday, March 24, 2025, through Friday, May 23, 2025.
Weekdays from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Occasional weekend or holiday work may occur if required.

Questions: ) 602.506.3342 & McDOTprojects@maricopa.gov

**Schedule is subject to change for reasons beyond MCDOT's control, including: weather, equipment failure, illness or other circumstances. **

2901 W Durango Street : Phoenix, AZ 85009 : (602) 506-3342 : maricopo.gov,’transportotion : @maricoparoads
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ONGOING

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP, 1st and 3rd

Wednesday of each month from 11 a.m.
-12 p.m.in room 3104 (Cloud), 3rd floor
of RPHC. This free, confidential, and safe
group of individuals support one another
by utilizing their collective experiences
and learned wisdom. This gathering is for
adults diagnosed with diabetes. For more
information, contact (480) 362-3355

SENIOR BOOK CLUB, 2nd and 4th Wednes-

days from 10:30-11:30 at the Tribal Library
at WOLF.

TAI CHI FOR SENIORS, Tuesdays 9-10 a.m.

at WOLF Senior Room and Thursdays

2:30 - 3:30 p.m. at Senior Services North
Annex. Join Senior Services for tai chi, an
ancient Chinese martial art used today

as an effective moving meditation that
improves the health of the mind and body.
All abilities and fitness levels are welcome.
For community seniors 55+ and adults
with adaptive needs. Questions? Call
480.362.6350.

YOGA FOR FALL PREVENTION, Mondays 9

a.m.- 10 a.m. at WOLF Senior Room. All
Fitness Levels Welcome! Sign up with Ce-
linda Joe at (480) 876-7180 and request
transportation if needed.
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Exceptional People...Exceptional Benefits...Exceptional Company

Phoenix Cement Company and Salt River Sand & Rock,
dba Salt River Materials Group,
both divisions of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SUPPORT GROUP,

5:30- 6:30 p.m. at RPHC. Women's meet-
ings held on Tuesdays, men’s meetings
held Wednesdays.

WELLBRIETY 12 STEP AND MEDICINE

WHEEL, Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30
a.m.-11a.m. Wellbriety is a Native
American recovery fellowship that
blends spiritual practice with the 12-Step
program. Its approach to recovery focuses
on healing and is rooted in the Teachings
of the Medicine Wheel, the Cycle of Life,
and the Four Laws of Change. Wellbriety
emphasizes creating new thought patterns,
attitudes, and feelings about sobriety
based on traditional concepts and Native
American teachings.

TALKING CIRCLE FOLLOWING WELLBRI-

ETY, Wednesdays and Fridays 11a.m.- 12
p.m. Following the Wellbriety session,
participants are invited to join the Talking
Circle to share insights and experiences
related to living in recovery and honoring
traditional practices, including fellowship,
community, and connection. Talking Circle
sessions also take place every Wednesday
and Friday, from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM.

WARRIOR'S SUPPORT CIRCLE, 2nd Thurs-

day Warrior's Support Circle is a talking
circle aimed at offering our Veterans a safe

SALT RIVER VOCATIONAL REHABILITA-
TION ORIENTATION, Bi-weekly on
Tuesdays 10:30 a.m.- 12 p.m. Human

Resources, Two Waters Building B. Walk-ins

welcomed! Contact (480) 362-2650 for
more information.

PRESBY PICKINS' FLEA MARKETS, 1st

Saturday of Nov, Dec, and Feb - April from

8am-2pm at Fountain Hills Preshyterian
Church, 13001 Fountain Hills Blvd. 50+

vendors, food carts, & music. Shop for toys,
collectibles, household items, jewelry, art,

crafts, & more! Visit www.fhpreshyterian.
info/fleamarket, call 480-779-8115.

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE OPEN ENROLL-
MENT, through March 31. Are you
considering a change to your Medicare

plan? Need help navigating your options?

Call River People Health Center at (480)
362-6880 for more information.

KUI HIOSIG MASAD
XLY'A CHMPAP

APRIL

18 GOOD FRIDAY, SRPMIC Offices Closed.
Please plan accordingly.

19 CM ANTONE DISTRICT B MEETING, 9
a.m. at Salt River Council Chambers. For

25 50% OFF AT HELPING HANDS

28 SCOTTSDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
MMIP WEEK, Prayer & Artie's MMIP
Awareness Walk at 9 a.m. at ICC Gathering
Space at Scottsdale Community College.
Documentary screening “Silent No More"
11:30-12:30 at ICC 216/217

29 SALT RIVER REVIVAL: NIGHT OF MIR-
ACLES, Featuring evangelist Tim Rabara.
Doors open at 6 p.m. 4827 N Country Club
Dr Scottsdale 85256. For questions, call
480-427-4678.

‘U'US VIOHOGTALIG MASAD
XLY'A SARAP

MAY

1 LAW DAY AT SRPMIC JUSTICE CENTER,
4pm - 6pm at Justice Center. Celebrate the
importance of law in our community at this
special event!

1 NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, 8:30 a.m. at
Two Waters Courtyard

2 SCOTTSDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
MMIP WEEK, Closing Prayer and Artie's
MMIP Awareness Walk. 9 a.m. at ICC
Gathering Space.

2 AMERICAN INDIAN CONVOCATION FOR

This meaningful day is about raising
awareness, standing in solidarity, and
seeking justice for our loved ones. For com-
plete details, see ad on page 17.

13 COMPUTER CLASSES FOR SENIORS,

held at Salt River Senior Services. Com-
munity Seniors 55+ are welcome to attend
the computer basic classess provided by
SRPMIC Information Technology Depart-
ment - Customer Care Division. Classes
are held once a month from 9:00AM

- 11:00AM. No computer experience is
required. We will see YOU there! You can
contact the Senior Services Department for
transportation to the Two Waters class at:
(480) 362-6350

15 HIGHER EDUCATION ORIENTATION

PROGRAM, 4p.m.-5 p.m. at Salt River
Schools Education Board Room. THe Salt
River Higher Education Program offers
early college outreach, financial assistance,
and education and career advising to en-
rolled SRPMIC members. Questions? Call
480-362-2547 or email HigherEducation@
saltiverschools.org

20 COMPUTER CLASSES FOR SENIORS,

held at Two Waters Building A- Red
Mountain Computer Lab. Community
Seniors 55+ are welcome to attend the
computer basic classess provided by SRP-

MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
GRADUATES, See ad on page 13 for full
details and how to register!

3 BRIDGE TO WELLNESS, 10 a.m.- 6 p.m.

space to meet and share their life experi-
ences, challenges, and successes. The
circle offers a free, confidential space for
members to take steps towards recovery by
gaining insight from others and learning

questions, please contact council secretar-
ies at 480-362-7469.

19 COMMUNITY EASTER PROGRAM, 9 a.m.
at Salt River Ballfield. See ad on page 4 for

MIC Information Technology Department
- Customer Care Division. Classes are held
once a month from 9:00AM - 11:00AM. No
computer experience is required. We will
see YOU there! You can contact the Senior

YOGA FOR FALL PREVENTION, Fridays 1
p.m. -2 p.m. at WOLF Senior Room. All
Fitness Levels Welcome! Sign up with Ce-
linda Joe at (480) 876-7180 and request

transportation if needed. **Last Fridays of
Each Month are YOGA BINGO with prizes!

WATER AEROBICS AT WAY OF LIFE FACIL-

ITY POOL, 45-minute sessions on Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 10
a.m., 12 p.m., and 1 p.m. No registration
required. Questions? Call (480) 362-6310

NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP, First and

Third Wednesdays of each month from
12 p.m.- 1 p.m. at RPHC 3rd Floor, Room
3104. Contact (480) 362-6948 for more
information.

more about PTSD, adjustment issues after
reintegration into the civilian world, and to
discuss general challenges that accompany
service in the military.

CRAFT COMMUNITY REINFORCEMENT AND

FAMILY TRAINING, Support group for
families of loved ones battling substance
abuse/addiction/dependance. Fridays 4
p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at RPHC Room 3106 (3rd
Floor) For More Information please contact
Shea Hinton at (480) 362-2739

more information!
20 EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE

22 CM CARLOS DISTRICT E MEETING, 6
p.m. at Way of Life Facility. For questions,
please contact council secretaries at 480-
362-7469.

24 CM BUTLER DISTRICT A MEETING, 6
p.m. at Council Chambers. For questions,
please contact council secretaries at 480-
362-7469.

24 50% OFF AT HELPING HANDS

at Salt River Ballfield. Be part of an empow-
ering community health event! The River
People Health Center, in collaboration with
Diabetes Prevention, invites you to a day
filled with fun, education, and commu-
nity engagement. For more information,
contact Judy Santeo at 480-274-7982 or
judy.santeo@srpmic-nsn.gov

5 MMIP AWARENESS DAY, Join the Salt
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community as
we come together to honor and remember
Missing & Murdered Indigenous People.

Services Department for transportation to
the Two Waters class at: (480) 362-6350
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