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Mesa Grande Cultural Park 
Renamed to Honor O’odham and 
Piipaash Heritage 

BY ANDREEA MIGUEL 
O’odham Action News 

Andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

A Mesa Park just south of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community has been given a new name in the O’odham lan-
guage.

On the morning of November 4, Mesa Mayor John Giles and 
tribal offi cials from the SRPMIC, Gila River Indian Community, 
Ak-Chin Indian Community and Tohono O’odham Nation gath-
ered at the Mesa Grande Cultural Park for a renaming ceremony 
honoring O’odham and Piipaash Heritage. Arizona Governor 
Katie Hobbs was also in attendance. 

According to the Arizona Museum of Natural History, the 
Mesa Grande Cultural Park was purchased by the city of Mesa in 
the 1980s in hopes of preserv-

It’s an ‘A’ for Salt River’s ALA
For the fi rst time ever in the school’s seventeen year history, the Accelerated Learning Academy received a letter grade of an ‘A’ from the Arizona Department of Education.

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

Juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

In the moments leading up to a recent 
Salt River Schools board meeting, Acceler-
ated Learning Academy Principal Barbara 
Wilkinson was smiling from ear to ear as 
she had fantastic news to share with the 
Education Board and school families. 

“For the fi rst time ever, the ALA has 
achieved an A letter grade,” said Wilkin-
son proudly during her board presentation. 

The room then erupted with applause and 
cheers.

Schools earn a letter grade based on a 
range of metrics, which include language 
profi ciency, graduation rate, college and 
career readiness of their students, and more. 
More than 1,500 schools in the state are 
assessed and given grades by the Arizona 
Department of Education. The lengthy 
grading process began in July, and on Octo-
ber 25, the ALA made history by achieving 
an A grade for the fi rst time in its 17 years 

of being an accredited school.
The following grading scale is utilized 

by the Arizona Department of Education: 
A = Excellent; B = Highly Performing; C = 
Performing; D = Minimally Performing; F 
= Failing.

ALA is a credit recovery school open 
to students ages 16 to 21 who are behind 
in high school credits and seeking a high 
school diploma. ALA shines in its elec-
tive, extracurricular, and college and career 
readiness offerings, according to Salt River 

Continued on page 7

Steven Perez was all smiles as he was one of the lucky SRPMIC individuals that won the 
SRPMIC housing lottery to receive a brand new rental home.

SRPMIC Hosts Open House for 
Community Rental Properties

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
PHOTOS BY NALANI LOPEZ

O’odham Action News
Juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

Affordable housing in the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community is an important topic of discussion for members. 
Arizona’s surge in home prices in recent years has resulted in 
many in the Community being unable to afford a home of their 
own.

Traditional dancers performimg at the renaming ceremony. Photo by Dalton Walker
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SRPMIC Candidate Forum and Council Election Results
BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE

O’odham Action News
Juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

The Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com-
munity held two October candidate forums in 
anticipation of November’s Council election.

On October 15, a primary election was held 
for District I (Salt River) and District II (Lehi). 
Two seats were open in District I and one seat 
was open for District II. 

In District I, David Antone, Su:k Fulwilder, 
Wi-Bwa Grey and Jenelle Howard each re-
ceived enough votes from the Community 
to advance, and Carla Banuelos and Deanna 
Scabby advanced in the District II race. 

On October 28 and 29, the SRPMIC held 
candidate forums in which all candidates were 
eligible to attend both days to provide prepared 
speeches to all attendees. Pacer Reina served 
as emcee for both forums and ensured time 
was accurately monitored for each candidate’s 
speech.

District I: Salt River
Attending the District I can-

didate forum were candidates 
Antone, Howard, Fulwilder, Grey 
and Scabby. Community members 
had the opportunity to be added 
to the roster of those who wished 
to ask a question, and people also 
had the opportunity to raise their 
hands and ask a question. Reina 
ensured that questions were sin-
cere and not asked with malicious 
intent. 

Candidates were questioned 
regarding the inventory of afford-
able homes in the Community as 
well as the possibility of Council 
approving the building of sand-
wich houses. A sandwich house 
is a traditional house constructed 
with mesquite pole frames and 
ocotillo stalks infi lled with mud. 

In some cases, saguaro ribs, 
greasewood and adobe can also 
be used. Currently, an example 
of a traditional sandwich house is 
the Huhugam Ki: Museum in the 
SRPMIC. 

The members asked the can-
didates their views on how 
departments can improve the 
Community and the services they 
provide. 

Additionally, the candidates 
were asked if they have a plan to 
help increase the amount of rev-
enue that the Community brings in 
from its enterprises. 

Lastly, all candidates were 
asked their viewpoints regarding 
the separation of powers between 
the Community and the federal 
government.

District II: Lehi
Attending the District II candi-

date forum were candidates Antone, 
Howard, Fulwilder, Grey, Scabby and 
Banuelos. 

During the forum, the candidates 
were questioned again about housing 
in the Community. 

Later, they were asked for their 
viewpoints on third-party contractors 
coming into the Community and clean-
ing up homes and backyards. A discus-
sion followed when the candidates 
brainstormed the idea of reaching out 
to the Community youth as a possible 
way to help clean up neglected yards 
and homes belonging to seniors. 

Near the end of the forum, all can-
didates were asked about their stance 
on Community members being able to 
plant recreational marijuana seeds in 
their homes on Community land. 

TOP: Candidates gathered at the Lehi Com-
munity building for an Election Forum held 
on October 29. From L to R: David Antone, 
Jenelle Howard, Su:k Fulwilder, Wi-Bwa 
Grey, Deanna Scabby, and Carla Banuelos. 

RIGHT: The Lehi Community Building was 
fi lled with SRPMIC membership as many 
were prepared to ask a question.
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ing a cultural treasure and was open to the public 
for educational and recreational purposes in later 
years. 

Within the past year, the city of Mesa adopted 
land acknowledgments to honor the Four South-
ern Tribes on whose land the city is located. The 
renaming of a site that holds deep signifi cance 
to O’odham people is the fi rst of many steps in 
building a rich connection with surrounding com-
munities and the 22 federally recognized tribes of 
Arizona.

“When we fi rst adopted our land acknowledg-
ment, we shared our commitment to build on the 
foundation of our strong relationships with our 
tribal partners,” said Giles. “We knew that that 
sentiment needed to be followed by meaningful 
action, not just words on a piece of paper.”

Mesa worked with tribal partners to select a 
name that was recognized and approved by the 
Salt River and Gila River communities: Sce:dagĭ  
Mu:val Va’aki. In the O’odham language it means 
“Blue fl y’s place of dwelling” or “Blue fl y’s 
house.”

The name change comes only months after 
Pueblo Grande Museum and Archaeological Park 
in Phoenix changed its name to the S’edav Va’aki 
Museum for similar reasons.

Before the curtains fell, revealing the new name 
on the side of a park building, offi cials, including 
SRPMIC Vice-President Ricardo Leonard, had the 

opportunity to speak at a ceremony that included 
O’odham traditional dancing and song. SRPMIC 
President Martin Harvier and Council members 
Jacob Butler, Mikah Carlos and Deanna Scabby 
also attended. 

Hobbs issued a proclamation naming November 
4, 2024, as Sce:dagĭ  Mu:val Va’aki Day, a day that 
recognizes the importance of honoring the cultural 
values shared between the sibling O’odham tribes 
and the city of Mesa.

“We have to make sure that your stories are 
woven into our shared history,” said Hobbs. 

Sce:dagĭ  Mu:val Va’aki is located on the north-
west corner of West Tenth and Date streets and 
is open to the public on Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and on Sundays from 12 noon to 4 p.m. 
through mid-April.

This is just the beginning of a future full of col-
laborations between Indigenous communities and 
the city of Mesa, multiple speakers said. 

“Over the next year there is a lot that’s going to 
happen here that’s going to transition into being a 
better representation of the city’s commitment to 
respecting and honoring our heritage, making sure 
that we include the Native American communities 
and helping us to know how to do that,” said Giles.

Mesa Grande Cultural Park Renamed to Honor O’odham and Piipaash Heritage 
Continued from cover

Salt River 
Vice-President 
Ricardo Leonard 
giving his 
speech. Photo by 
Nalani Lopez.

Sce:dagĭ  Mu:val Va’aki  means “Blue fl y’s place of dwelling” or “Blue 
fl y’s house” in the O’odham language. Photo by Dalton Walker.

Mesa Mayor John 
Giles speaks to the 
decision-making in 
renaming the Mesa 
Grande Cultural 
Park. Photo by Dal-
ton Walker.

Governor Katie Hobbs, Mesa Mayor John Giles, tribal offi cials and Miss Salt River in front of the Sce:dagĭ  Mu:val Va’aki building. Photo by 
Nalani Lopez.
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Award-Winning Journalist Returns to Salt River

A bald eagle soars in the Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community in April 2018, The eagle was part 
of a family banded with tracking devices. Photo by 
Dalton Walker.

BY DALTON WALKER
O’odham Action News

dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov

I share this story as often as I can. I 
remember the eagles. I remember how 
close I was able to get. I sometimes 
wonder where they are now, where they 
have been and what they have seen. I 
especially remember the elders on that 
day that safely held them. You could 
feel and see their pride and wonder.

A few years ago, in the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, 
not far from the Salt River Community 
Building, fi refi ghters, wildlife workers 
and others helped band a family of bald 
eagles that had nested in a tree. The 
idea was to monitor their location with 
these small backpack-looking track-
ers. As workers fi tted the eagles, a few 
elders from the Community stopped by 

and briefl y held the birds during this 
process. I remember the smiles of the 
elders and the feathers and talons of the 
eagles. I took photos and did my best 
to capture the moment for O’odham 
Action News, both visually and with my 
storytelling. I later won a journalism 
award for my coverage.

This moment in time is one of my 
many cherished memories of Salt River 
and its beautiful community. And this is 
why I wanted to come back.

First, thank you, Salt River, for hav-
ing me. From roughly 2016 to 2020, I 
was the O’odham Action News senior 
reporter. Today, I’m OAN’s manag-
ing editor, a role I took over in late 
October. I left Salt River in 2020 to 
gain more experience and to grow as 
a Native journalist. I have. From 2020 
until mid-October 2024, I worked 
fi rst as a national correspondent, then 
deputy managing editor before being 
promoted to managing editor for ICT, 
formerly Indian Country Today. It was 
a tremendous opportunity, loaded with 
great experiences, but it was missing 
something, through really no fault of its 
own. It was missing community, which 
is diffi cult with a wide national lens and 
more than 570 Native nations to moni-
tor. I last felt community in Salt River, 
working for the tribal government and 
covering the people by interacting with 
them. So, it was perfect timing when I 
learned of OAN’s managing editor posi-
tion opening, and it only made sense, in 
my mind, to express my interest. 

I’m not from Salt River, but I feel at 
home in Salt River. It’s great to be back 
and I look forward to seeing all the 
familiar faces and meeting all the new 
ones. 

My goal as managing editor of OAN 
is simply to continue to get better each 
day. I bring back new skills to share. I 
have a talented team here. Together, we 
work to bring you the news and happen-
ings of the Community in the form of 
a newspaper, news website and social 
media. OAN’s future is bright and I’m 
excited to be a part of it. 

I’m from the Red Lake Nation in 
northern Minnesota. My family has 
called your traditional O’odham and 
Piipaash homelands home for about 10 
years. 

Thank you for reading. I’ll be seeing 
you around. I look forward to it. Don’t 
hesitate to reach out. I’m happy to chat 
or meet up to talk about potential cover-
age.

My contact info: 
dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov, (480) 
362-3281.

GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD GINGERBREAD 

Come and learn with us! We'll be showing how to make 
the gingerbread and decorate the houses. Take a kit home 

to make your family's house! 

Help us make the largest O'Odham Piipaash Tribal 
Housing Unit in the state! To be on display at the 
Community Christmas Program on December 7

For more information contact the Huhugam Ki: Museum 480-362-6320 

Make a

Sandwich House! 

Nov. 30 | 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Huhugam Ki: Museum
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BY NALANI LOPEZ
O’odham Action News

Nalani.lopez@srpmic-nsn.gov

Two new sober living homes for Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community members broke ground 
in October. 

On October 21, staff and members of the Journey 
to Recovery program, along with staff from SRP-
MIC Health and Human Services, Council members 
and Community managers gathered for the ground-
breaking at Chaparral and Longmore roads. The new 
homes will serve as a safe and secure living space 
for those seeking to take steps toward their recovery. 

“We’ve got a goal here: to be fi ve in fi ve [increase 
the mortality rate by fi ve percent in fi ve years], to 
improve health and wellness and take the mortal-
ity rate from 52 to 57 percent in the next fi ve years. 
We can do this, but it’s going to take a community 
of caring. We’re going to be there every step of the 
way, when people need us. We’re here because of 
the vision of this Community and Council,” said 
Health and Human Services Director Joseph Remi-
tera. 

The sober living homes will offer a supportive 
and stable environment for those in the program so 
they can learn life skills and eventually transition 
into independent tiny home living. Each home will 
be equipped to house eight members of the Journey 
to Recovery program. One home will be designated 
for women only.

According to Remitera, the fi ve determinants of 
health are genetic, environmental, behavioral, social 
and clinical. The social aspect affects 40 percent of 
one’s health. With the support of other sober peers in 
their living unit, Remitera said, those living in these 
homes will not be on this journey alone.

SRPMIC Vice-President Ricardo Leonard shared 
an O’odham song that reminded him of the Journey 
to Recovery program and those who soon will live 
in the sober living homes.

“In this song, all these birds are going towards 
a certain mountain, singing. Their singing was so 
beautiful, it echoed throughout the Valley. The other 
birds said, ‘One day I will be there too,’” Leonard 
explained.

Community members wishing to live in a sober 
living home should begin the application process 
for residential treatment by enrolling with the River 
People Health Center’s Behavioral and Health Ser-
vices continuum of care. 

These two homes are anticipated to be ready for 
occupancy by summer 2025. Another unit is planned 
for the future, making a total of four sober living 
homes in the Community.

Staff of Journey to Recovery (JTR), Health and Human Services, and contractors broke ground for the two sober living homes coming to the Com-
munity this upcoming summer.

Dr. Nathan Velez, administrator of the Journey to Recovery Program, 
inspired those in the audience by sharing the goal and future for the 
sober living homes to come.

Groundbreaking Held for Two Additional Sober Living Homes

To ensure affordable housing is available 
to those living in the Community, SRPMIC 
announced that townhomes are available 
for rent in two Community rental property 
neighborhoods, Mesquite Trails and Lonely 
Cactus. 

Lonely Cactus is a neighborhood for 
seniors and members with disabilities. 
Mesquite Trails is a second neighborhood of 
townhomes available to SRPMIC members 
and their families. 

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held on 
October 25, which included an open house 
so Community members could tour one of 
the new townhomes in the Mesquite Trails 
neighborhood. SRPMIC Tribal Council 
members, department managers and the Miss 
Salt River royalty were in attendance, placing 
their hands on the ceremonial scissors to help 
cut the ribbon.

To determine who would have the opportu-

nity to rent the townhomes, a lottery was held 
on October 21 inside the SRPMIC Council 
chambers. Assistant Community Manager 
Dawn Sinoqui read aloud the winning ticket 
numbers as 200-plus viewers watched the 
livestream broadcast on Facebook/Instagram/
YouTube. Members of the Young River 
People’s Council were on hand to assist with 
the lottery. 

To be eligible to rent townhomes in either 
neighborhood, SRPMIC members must 
be at least 18 years old and be able to pass 
ample background screenings, which include 
verifying qualifying income, a thorough 
background check, and verifi cations from 
previous landlords that rent was paid in a 
timely manner. 

Members who have questions regarding 
the SPRMIC Community Housing program 
can call the offi ce directly at (480) 362-7600 
or email housinginfo@srpmic-nsn.gov.

Continued from cover

SRPMIC Council members, directors, staff, and royalty were in attendance and offi cially cut the ceremonial 
ribbon to begin the open house which allowed for SRPMIC membership and staff to tour and view the new 
townhomes.

ABOVE: The open house allowed for SRPMIC membership and guests to tour the property and see the newly 
designed community townhomes.

BELOW: Visitors were impressed with the fl oorplans and quality of the homes.

 SRPMIC Hosts Open House for Community Rental Properties
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YOUTH SERVICES

CONTACT INFORMATION
Traci Nahsonhoya

Youth Development Specialist
Email: Traci.Nahsonhoya@srpmic-nsn.gov

Cell: (602) 785-4441 / Desk: (480) 362-3608

CORE COMPONENTS
EDUCATION
CULTURE

HEALTH & FITNESS
SOCIAL & LIFE SKILLS

HUMMINGBIRD MENTORSHIP
PROGRAM

5TH & 6TH GRADE GIRLS
ELIGIBILITY

OPEN TO YOUTH 5TH - 6TH GRADE WHO
ARE ENROLLED MEMBERS OF SALT RIVER
PIMA - MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY
OR RESIDE IN THE COMMUNITY.
INTERESTED FAMILIES MUST COMPLETE
REGISTRATION FORM AND AN
ORIENTATION WITH THE YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST
ENROLLEMENT IS BASED ON CLASSROOM
SPACE AVAILABILITY, SPACE IS LIMITED.

WE PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION TO
GROUP OR OFFSITE ACTIVITIES.

Hekiu Indigenous Artist 
Continuum Installs New Mural 

ABOVE: A portion of the new mural installed by members of Hekiu, located at South 201 Ash Street in Tempe.
BELOW: Hekiu members Thomas “Breeze” Marcus (left) and Dwayne Manuel (right) pose in front of a basket 
design on the mural. Photos courtesy Seneca Silverhorn.

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

The Indigenous Artist Continuum Hekiu, which means “past” in O’odham, 
aims to go above and beyond land acknowledgments on the ancestral lands of the 
O’odham, Piipaash and Yoeme and has offered its multifaceted cultural expertise 
via consultation and art-for-hire services to businesses and municipalities across 
the Valley. 

Three Hekiu members, Dwayne Manuel (muralist/paint/graphite), Helema 
Andrews (multimedia) and Jacob Butler (traditional arts), are Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community members.

Most recently, Hekiu fi nished a new mural project in Tempe. The mural is lo-
cated on the south-facing wall of the parking garage at 201 S. Ash St. 

“The mural establishes and illustrates the cultural and historical signifi cance of 
the O’odham and Huhugam (the ancestors of the O’odham) culture,” said Manuel. 
“It solidifi es the O’odham presence in this land since the beginning of time.”

Manuel and Thomas “Breeze” Marcus (O’odham/Ponca–muralist/paint/digital 
pencil) led the project with the help of assistant painters Jordan Manuel, Eagle 
Sky Jefferson II, RJ Lopez, Suk Fulwilder, Yessenia Fulwilder, Allen Lewis, 
Aaron Rivers and Doug Miles.

Manuel and Marcus led a walk-through of the mural on the morning of October 
25. Approximately 50 to 60 people attended, including Tempe City Council mem-
bers, staff from the City of Tempe, Tempe community members, and supporters 
and family of the artists.

The mural is composed of six sections that are meant to be viewed east to west, 
which is aligned with counterclockwise O’odham traditions. 

For the last three years, the artists had been planning the mural with the Down-
town Tempe Authority, starting with the initial conversations about the project all 
the way up to the fi nal layer of paint applied to the surface.

The painting took about six weeks to complete. The artists used Montana 94 
spray paint exclusively. 

Marcus said the mural represents parts of a much longer history in the area 
known as Tempe, as well as the greater Phoenix area.

“[The mural] shows the O’odham and ancestral connection to the area known 
as Oidbad, but also the larger metropolitan area, where our culture has always 
been,” said Marcus.

Other members of Hekiu are Selina Martinez (Yoeme–architecture), Amy Da-
vila (O’odham/Wasco–multimedia), Chandra Narcia (O’odham/Laguna Pueblo/
Hopi–multimedia), Yolanda Hart-Stevens (Pee Posh/Quechan–clay handler and 
beader), Joshua Yazzie (O’odham/Diné–weaver and digital artist), Missy Mahan 
(O’odham/Euchee/Mvskoke–tattoos, art), Tiffany Enos (O’odham–paint and digi-
tal media) and Amy Juan (O’odham–desert foods master). 

Andrews said that it’s important that the origi-
nal inhabitants of this area are recognized. 

“From my knowledge, there has never been 
a working group like Hekiu to represent the 
O’odham, Piipaash and Yoeme,” said Andrews. 
“I think the thing that makes us stand out is we 
are not made up of just one type of creative; we 
have all sorts of creatives who work in different 
mediums.”

Narcia said that collaborating with fellow 
O’odham, Piipaash and Yoeme artists has been a 
rewarding experience. 

“I believe our creativity will inspire pride in 
our culture and make it clear that we are still here, 
vibrant and strong,” said Narcia, who hopes to see more of this kind of representa-
tion in surrounding municipalities. “As the Indigenous people of this land, we are 
often underrepresented in the imagery throughout the cities around us. It’s been 
an honor to be part of a group dedicated to creating art that truly refl ects who we 
are.”

Upcoming Hekiu projects include a bus stop in Tempe designed by Yazzie and 
Butler, a multimedia collaboration with San Xavier Farms, and a meeting with 
the City of Scottsdale for a possible collaboration to refl ect the collaboration with 
Tempe, according to Davila. 

For more information about Hekiu and the work they are doing around their 
traditional lands, visit their website at www.hekiu.org. 
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Red Mountain Eagle Pow-Wow Shines Again
BY ANDREEA MIGUEL

O’odham Action News
Andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov

Dancers celebrated their Indigenous heritage at the annual Red Mountain Eagle Pow-
Wow in the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. 

The 36th annual pow-wow took place November 2 and 3 at the Salt River ballfi elds. 
Dozens of dancers from all over Indian Country were in attendance, along with both 
food and art vendors. 

“These dances celebrate what it means to be Indigenous,” said pow-wow emcee 
Vince Beyl. 

For years, the November pow-wow has been a popular way to start off the holiday 
season and just in time for Native American Heritage Month. This year was no dif-
ferent; the turnout was heavy, and cars were lined up along Longmore Road near the 
Community Building.

Over 450 dancers had registered for competitions plus over 400 additional social 
dancers were seen performing throughout the weekend. 131 Arts and crafts vendors 
representing Arizona, New Mexico, Minnesota, Montana, and Utah along with 17 food 
vendors were lined up around the arena and the parking lot south of the pow-wow 
grounds. Six information tables were also available from SRPD, SRFD, WOLF, the 
Library, RPHC, SCC, and Native Health.  

It was an opportunity for individuals to be exposed to the rich Indigenous heritage in 
a modern way, with both artists and performers mixing old traditions with new nuances. 
The pow-wow is an invitation for all to gather in memory and celebrate. 

The three Grand Entry processions included eight drum groups led by Northern Cree, 
a well-known champion drum group from Canada. 

Despite construction around the pow-wow grounds, staff maintained traffi c fl ow and 
crowd control, making sure guests were staying safe and having fun. 
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BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

Juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

One day in 1984, Roy Track (baḍ), a Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community member, want-
ed a way to showcase the best singers, dancers and 
performers in Indian Country. With the rest of the 
Track family assisting him, he put together plans to 
host a pow-wow as a way to get together to sing, 
dance, celebrate the cultures and bring tribal com-
munities closer together. 

In 2005, Track passed away. Since then, his son, 
Hawk, has continued his father’s and his family’s 
legacy by taking the lead in organizing what is now 
known as the Roy Track Pow-Wow. This year’s 
sponsors included the SRPMIC, the city of Mesa, 
Native Health and more. 

Now entering its 40th year, the pow-wow was 
held at the Mesa Riverview Park from Friday, Oc-
tober 25 through Sunday, October 27 and featured 
jewelry-makers, food, dancers, singers and per-
formers. 

The Arizona Territory Gourd Society held a free 
Friday-night concert and also performed on Satur-
day and Sunday during the Grand Entry. Northern 
Mixx served as host of the Northern Drum, while 
Chris Dinehdeal served as host for the Southern 
Drum. Colby Afraidofhistracks (Assiniboine/
Sioux/O’odham/Piipaash) served as arena director. 

“It’s a good experience in life, the attributes of 
giving and sharing these songs and dances,” said 
emcee Dennis Bowen during Sunday’s welcoming. 
Later, Andrew Woody from Tuba City spoke a few 
words before participating in the blanket dance, a 
dance that honors the drum. “Thank you to each 
and every one of you for coming out,” said Woody. 

During the blanket dance, a blanket is placed on 
the ground to help collect food and more offerings 
from the people as the performers dance.

Though the sun was extra warm that weekend, 
plenty of people attended the pow-wow, thus con-
tinuing Roy Track’s legacy of annually celebrating 
the best of the best performers, singers, dancers 
and drummers in Indian Country. 

40th Annual Roy Track Pow-Wow Held in Mesa 

The best of the best performers, dancers, singers, and artists partici-
pated in the 40th annual Roy Track Pow-Wow, held in Mesa, Arizona.
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TempeCenterfortheArts.com
480.350.2822

PRESENTS:

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
members dressed as monsters, superheroes and in 
other spooky costumes for the annual Fall Festival, 
held on October 25 at the Salt River Ballfi eld. 

Attendees were in for a treat, with a parking lot full 
of extravagant “trunk-or-treat” displays, an outdoor 
screening of the 1988 movie “Beetlejuice,” apple-
bobbing and pie-eating contests, and a plethora of 
local food and art vendors. 

In the crowd of trunk-or-treaters, one display stood 
out for the judges: the large balloon structure of 
Sesame Street’s Cookie Monster, put together by the 
Health and Human Services Public Health team. It 
took the prize for Best Trunk-or-Treat Display.

For the apple bobbers, Shaolynn Leonard used her 
“witchcraft” to pull all the apples out before everyone 

else. In the pie-eating contest, Koda Jackson took an 
early lead and fi nished fi rst with splattered cherries 
all over his Batman costume. 

The costume contest for all ages included the 
Invisible Man, the Wife of Beetlejuice and other 
creative costumes. The Salt River Police Department 
awarded gift cards to the contest winners. 

Families and attendees ended the fun-fi lled night 
with bags fi lled of candy, promotional items from 
Community departments and lots of fun memories.

Family Fun at
Fall Festival
BY NALANI LOPEZ
O’odham Action News
Nalani.lopez@srpmic-nsn.gov
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BY KARI HAAHR
O’odham Action News

Kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

Students and families donned their 
best costumes and showed up ready for 
cheer and fear at the Halloween Spook-
tacular, held on October 24 inside 
the Salt River Accelerated Learning 

Academy gymnasium. Visitors were 
greeted with a gruesome graveyard as 
they approached, and inside they found 
photo booths and a sign-in table where 
they received raffl e tickets for prizes 
distributed throughout the night. The 
full-scale takeover included a large 
area where Community partners and 
programs shared information about 

education, health and safety resources 
at thematically decorated trick-or-treat 
tables. Beyond that, Indigenous horror 
fans Woodenhead Collective returned 
with their legendary Haunted Hallway 
on one side of the gym and a cakewalk 
on the other. The cakewalk kept it cul-
tural and used Halloween-related words 
in O’odham and Piipaash like masad/

xyl’a (moon) and ha:l (pumpkin). 
Outside, smoke from the grill added to 
the eerie atmosphere as families took 
a break from the festivities to enjoy 
a meal. Spooktacular has proven to 
be one of the most popular events for 
families to celebrate Halloween festivi-
ties safely, maintaining the spirit of the 
season in more ways than one.

AROUND THE COMMUNITY: 
SPOOKTACULAR SUMMONS CROWDS FOR SAFE HALLOWEEN FUN

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

There was an abundance of cute little Marios, 
Mickey Mouses, princesses and fairies at the Early 
Childhood Education Center’s annual Goodie Gather-
ing, held on October 29.

“This is an ongoing tradition for the ECEC stu-
dents, family and staff,” said ECEC Family Involve-
ment Specialist Carmen Briones.

This year, 240 students wore non-scary costumes 
and opened their trick-or-treat bags to receive healthy 
treats. Staff from the ECEC and Salt River Schools 
were joined by about 200 parent volunteers, along 
with volunteers from other SRPMIC departments, 
who handed out the goodies and blurted out the oc-
casional “Aww!” at the adorable participants. 

Briones said that this year’s event was the largest 
by far of any Goodie Gathering in history, in terms of 
participation. 

“Community employees enjoy giving, and most 
comment that [seeing] the children’s smiling faces 
is worth the effort,” said Briones. “The children are 
excited to see the adults and other students dressed 
in costumes just as much as [they are excited about] 
getting the goodies.”

Prior to the current setup, the classes of children 
would walk to each department and gather the treats. 
This required coordinating transportation and vol-
unteers, and it was a tiring task for the preschoolers. 
None of the infants or toddlers participated at that 
time, according to Briones.

As the kids exited the ECEC courtyard and headed 
out to the booths on the sidewalk, they were treated 
to a bubble machine and enthusiastically popped the 
bubbles. 

The ECEC invited the Early Enrichment Program 

and the FACE Program to the celebration, which al-
lowed their preschool students and parents to attend a 
safe goodie-gathering event.  

With a mission to “create a balance of exemplary 
education and the O’odham and Piipaash cultures 
to ensure a positive future for our children and our 
Community,” the center serves Community families 
with children up to 5 years old, with the goal of pre-
paring young children for kindergarten and strength-
ening families. 

ECEC has hosted the onsite event since 2001, 
shortly after the Head Start school moved from the 
old location (behind the Community Building) to the 
current facility. 

Briones reminds Community members that ECEC 
is always accepting applications. You can stop by 
the ECEC front offi ce or visit http://www.saltriver-
schools.org/ to access the application. 

The ECEC would like to thank the following Com-
munity partners and divisions for their assistance: 
SRS Superintendent, SRS Higher Education and 
Education Administration, Community Develop-
ment Department, Community Health Education, 
Casino Regulatory Agency, Salt River Courts, Youth 
Services, Veterans Affairs, Education Administra-
tion, Tribal Council & Administration, Children’s 
Foundation, Police Records Division, ECS Adminis-
tration, Literacy for All, Casino Arizona Staff, Public 
Works Administration and Grounds, DLR-MayDall, 
Cultural Resources Department, Human Resources, 
HHS Injury Prevention, the Salt River Tribal Library, 
HHS-PRC and Benefi ts, Family Advocacy Center, 
Miss Salt River 2024-2025 Sialik King, and the Miss 
Salt River Committee.

The next big event coming up at ECEC is the Win-
ter Celebration on December 19, which will include 
fun winter activities, treats and a visit from Santa.

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

The Salt River Tribal Library held its annual Trick-or-Treat Storytime for chil-
dren 5 years old and younger, and their families, on October 30.

Participants wore a variety of costumes, and library staff led the trick-or-treat-
ers as they visited the Way of Life Facility’s many departments, which gave out 
treats, healthy snacks and other goodies.

“The library has hosted larger storytimes like this as an opportunity for fami-
lies to come out and join in on building literacy skills for their little ones,” said 
Salt River Tribal Library manager Melissa Rave. 

This year, the library welcomed 30 attendees. 
The book that was read to the kids was, “Mickey Mouse Clubhouse: Mickey’s 

Halloween Treat.”
Since 2021, Trick-or-Treat Storytime has been a fun treat for young library 

patrons and their parents as they gear up for the big day on Halloween. 
“We hope families will come out, listen to the story, enjoy the snack pro-

vided as well as engage in any literacy activities we have available during these 
events,” Rave said.

The next holiday-themed storytime will be the Christmas Storytime, scheduled 
for 5:30 p.m. on December 16. 

An ECEC student does his best Mario jump impression.

The SRPD was by the bubble machine handing candy to ECEC students.

RIGHT: Salt River Tribal Library staff 
reads to young library patrons at the 
Trick-or-Treat Storytime event.

BELOW: Storytime attendees pose for 
a photo. Photos courtesy CRS Multimedia 
Temp Hannah Lewis.

ECEC STUDENTS 
DRESS UP FOR 

GOODIE GATHERING

TRICK-OR-TREAT STORYTIME AT 
SALT RIVER TRIBAL LIBRARY



O'odham Action News November 21, 202412

DECEMBER 6TH | 10AM - 2PM | CRD OFFICE 
Save The Date

Shop artists from Salt River, Gila 
River & Tohono O’odham. Items 

include paintings, jewelry, 
baskets, pottery and more. 

MORE  INFO TO COME

Traditional Vendors

Entertainment

Food Sale

salt river cultural resources department | 480.362.6325 | www.saltrivercrd.org | @saltriverCRD

All invited vendors have been contacted 
& confirmed. We are not accepting

 vendor requests at this time.

BY KARI HAAHR
O’odham Action News

Kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

The Seniors of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community had tricks 
and treats in store at the Witches Ball held at the Lehi Community Building on 
October 25, where Senior Services hosted a costume contest and Halloween 
celebration for Community members over 55. The room was wall-to-wall with 
spider webs, witches’ hats, and cackling laughter from the guests who brought 
all of the magic with them. Various booths advertised psychic readings, glow-
ing ring-toss games, beverages brewed in the cauldron, and plenty of treats 
to go around. For a more balanced meal, taco salads in Doritos bags were 
provided as well. A highlight for many was the music, as witches of all sorts 
kept the dance fl oor moving throughout the night. 

AROUND THE COMMUNITY: 
WITCHES BALL BRINGS OUT THE 

WHOLE COVEN

The Lehi Community Building was bubbling over with excitement for the Witches Ball. Photos courtesy of 
Senior Services.

Every witch was welcome and enjoyed 
gifts and goodies galore for the enchanting 
evening.

The cauldron-of-plenty kept the crowds cheerful and 
curse-free.

Be sure to check out Senior Service’s next event,  
Senior Winter Wonderland Holiday Dinner 

Thursday, December 5 | 6-9 p.m. 
Talking Stick Resort Grand Ballroom. 

Questions? Call the activity line, (480) 362-7565. 

Employee Halloween Costume Contest Brings 
Scare to Two Waters

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

Juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

The annual Salt River Pima-Marico-
pa Indian Community Employee Hal-
loween Costume Contest has become 
one of the more popular celebrations 
in recent memory. This year’s contest 
was hosted by the Human Resources 
Department on October 31 and featured 
a wide variety of creative characters: 

Batman, Juggernaut from the X-Men 
comics, Oogie Boogie from the fi lm 
“The Nightmare Before Christmas,” an 
alien riding a spaceship from the fi lm 
“Mars Attacks!” and “Mr. Purple Rain” 
himself, Prince. 

HR Director Steve Haydukovich 
served as the emcee for the event, 
which took place in the Two Waters 
Courtyard. There were nearly 50 par-
ticipants in this year’s contest, and the 
judges awarded cash prizes to the top 
three costumes.

Winners
First Place: “Mars Attacks!” alien 

and the Wet Bandits (from the movie 
“Home Alone”): Tasha Silverhorn and 
Melissa Jackson.

Second Place: Prince and Ryuk 
(from the anime series “Death Note”): 
Nathaniel Nickels and Adrian Tobar.

Third Place: Where’s Waldo and 
the Mermaid: Rolanda Reuter and Iris 
Castillo. 

More photos of the 2024 Employee 
Halloween Costume Contest can be 
found on our website at www.oodham-
news.org. 

First place honors went to Tasha Silverhorn for 
her “Mars Attacks Alien” costume.

Special appearances during the SRPMIC Halloween Costume Contest were: Prince, Robin, and Batman.
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Huhugam Ki: Museum Celebrates 37 Years, Unveils New Exhibits 

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

   

The 2025 Agricultural Lease payment to landowners will be made 
by mail, direct deposit, or SRPMIC Pay Card only. There will be no in 
person payout. 

On Friday, January 24, 2025, Agricultural Lease Payment checks will be mailed to your 
address on file or, if you have elected to use direct deposit, disbursement will occur to the 
financial institution on file with the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community (“SRPMIC”) 
Finance Department. Incorrect information will cause a delay in receiving your payment.  To 
update your address or direct deposit information, or to sign up for direct deposit, please 
contact: 

SRPMIC Vendor Maintenance, ph: (480) 362-7729 
(staff is available Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Arizona time) 

The last day for Agricultural Lease Payment updates is December 13, 2024. 
Please call as soon as possible.

Pay Card disbursement will be placed onto your SRPMIC Pay Card on Friday, January 24, 
2025. To sign up for a SRPMIC Pay Card for your lease payment or to add your lease 
payment to an already issued SRPMIC Pay Card, please contact the SRPMIC Finance 
Department at (480) 362-7620. The last day for Agricultural Lease Payment updates is 
December 13, 2024.   

Payments less than $15.00. All direct deposit and Pay Card payments will be disbursed 
regardless of the amount. For checks less than $15.00, landowners will need to contact the 
SRPMIC Finance Department and request that a check be mailed. Such checks will be 
processed 7-10 business days following the request after January 24, 2025. 

Questions? Contact the SRPMIC Finance Leasing Payment Office (480) 362-7730.
*Agricultural lease payments will be made based upon farmer payments received  by January 2, 2025 . 

*NOTICE* 
2025 Agricultural 

Lease Payment 

BY KARI HAAHR
O’odham Action News

Kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

The Huhugam Ki: Museum rang in its 37th anni-
versary with a celebration of what’s new by follow-
ing traditions that never grow old. 

Everyone was welcome on the morning of No-
vember 2 for a breakfast of mesquite pancakes with 

sweet prickly pear 
syrup and an 

egg scramble before the museum reopened to show 
off its newest exhibits, including items from the old 
Salt River Day School. 

The museum hosts mesquite pancake breakfasts 
at events throughout the year; the pancakes have 
become a favorite feature thanks to the efforts by 
museum staff and Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community members to collect mesquite pods dur-
ing the gathering season and mill them into fl our.

As guests enjoyed the cool morning outside under 
the vato, Cultural Resources Department staff and 
Salt River day workers spent time preparing branch-
es and attaching them to the outside of the olas ki: 
(roundhouse) as part of their regular maintenance.

After everyone enjoyed the breakfast and conver-
sations with friends, the museum doors opened and 
guests were welcomed inside to see the changes that 
took place throughout October as the museum exhib-
its were updated.

Many of the new exhibits feature items acquired 
last year as part of the Bert Robinson collection, such 
as an O’odham war club from approximately A.D. 
1900 and replicas of booklets that Robinson had 
collected. Other displays feature baskets, a woven 
belt and a whimsical hat, illustrating the different 
techniques and tools used in traditional weav-
ing. 

Because of the ongoing work at the old Day 
School, another large museum display contains 
artifacts from the school spanning several decades. 
Looking at a yearbook from the 1970s alongside a 
T-shirt given out at a school event in the 2000s, the 
viewer begins to reconsider assumptions about his-
tory and how near and living it truly is. 

The plaque above the exhibit states, “When 
completed, the [Day School] campus will be the 
new home of the Cultural Resources Department. 
The former classrooms will once again be the center 
of education in Salt River, with spaces for art and 
language classes, cultural events and offi ces for the 
CRD staff.” 

This time, the school of the past is only part of the 
story as the Community creates a space for enriching 
the future.

If you were a student or worked at the Day School 
and have any items you would like to donate to the 
museum, please contact the SRPMIC Cultural Re-
sources Department at (480) 362-6325.

Staff from Cultural Resources and Day Workers refurbish the 
traditional roundhouse outside of the Huhugam Ki: Museum.

Guests from near and far took in the many stories found within 
the museum.

Mesquite pancakes have become an 
anniversary staple for the museum.

Candice Manuel serves breakfast 
with a smile.

If you were a student or worked at the 
Day School and have any items you would 

like to donate to the museum, please 
contact the SRPMIC Cultural Resources 

Department at (480) 362-6325.
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CONSTRUCTION 
NOTICE

Projected Construction Schedule:  
October 2024 – November 2026

Project Area:
Pima Road from McDowell Road to the Loop 101; 

McKellips Road and 84th Street.

Project Scope:
Pima Road widening, storm drain pipe install, 

enhancements to traffic signals, new street lighting, 
roadway median landscaping

Contractor:
Haydon Companies

Project Website:
www.pimaroadimprovements.com

Project Hotline:  (480) 442-1087

SRP-MIC Contact:
Pamela Tracy, Senior Project Manager
Public Works Department – Roads Section
(480) 362-7934

Pima Road Improvements
This project aims to improve the Pima Road corridor to increase safety, 
mitigate flooding impacts, add traffic capacity, improve multimodal and 
pedestrian features, and add consistency to the overall corridor aesthetics. 
One of the goals of the project is to foster the economic benefit the Pima 
Road corridor provides to SRP-MIC. By improving Pima Road, this project 
will encourage economic development along the corridor and continue to 
meet the commercial growth expectations of SRP-MIC.

 

2024 TAX SEASON 
1099-MISC/NEC 
Update your Address with the Enrollment Office 
 

If you receive a quarterly Per Capita payment, you will be issued a 
1099-MISC tax form. Day Laborers will receive 1099-NEC tax form.  
The information on either form must be reported on your annual 
income tax return.  

The 1099-MISC/NEC tax forms are mailed out by January 31st of 
each year. To ensure accurate mail delivery, please update your 
address with the Enrollment Office by December 20, 2024. 

If you have questions regarding your address call the Enrollment 
Office at 480-362-7729. 

For tax form questions, please call the SRPMIC Finance Department 
at 480-362-7799.      

How to update 
your address? 

Call the Enrollment 
Office at                

480-362-7729 

Fax your Information 
Verification form to 

480-362-7714 

Email: 
EnrollmentHotline@

srpmic-nsn.gov 

In-Person: Fill out an 
Information Verification 
form at the Enrollment 

Office 

SRPMIC ENROLLMENT 
OFFICE 

Two Waters B -2nd fl  
10005 E. Osborn Road, 
Scottsdale, AZ 85256 

480-362-7729 

M-F 8:00am – 5:00pm 

 

 

Schools. In recent years, ALA had 
received B letter grades. 

The entire ALA staff was in atten-
dance at the November 4 board meeting 
and were overcome with emotion as 
Wilkinson presented her report, detail-
ing how the ALA staff worked as a team 
to achieve their A grade. 

“Our ‘Progress Monitoring’ meet-
ings happen weekly throughout the 
entire school year,” said Wilkinson. 
“If we do notice student(s) are falling 
behind, we pull them aside and provide 
a signifi cant amount of intervention. 
We’re making sure that our students are 
obtaining their credits.” 

Additionally, ALA staff members 
also monitor the progress of students 
who choose to leave ALA and attend a 
nearby high school within the state. 

“We have students coming to us as 
early as 16 years old. However, we have 
graduating students at 18, 19 and 20 
years old. They may have fallen behind, 
but that’s okay,” Wilkinson said. The 
state of Arizona allows for students to 
attend classes at the ALA until they are 
22 years old.

She continued, “We are noticing that 
the ALA is a place where students want 

to be. For many, it is their happy place. 
We are in a continuous-improvement 
mindset; the work doesn’t stop from 
here. We have to keep growing, learning 
and providing amazing opportunities for 
our students.”

Following the principal’s presenta-
tion, board member Henry Osife offered 
his congratulations to the ALA staff, the 
students and their families. “It takes a 
community to do this; I’m really glad 
to see that we accomplished an A. But 
there’s still work to do. Thank you to 
teachers and staff that are a part of this, 
and the students and parents.”

“I am grateful,” began board chair 
Kyland King. “A lot of staff has been 
here for the long haul, from when we 
were Salt River High School trying 
to build ourselves up. I’m so grateful 
because some of you have taught my 
children, and now they’re in college. I 
see the good work that you are doing 
with the students here. They’re coming 
to you on the low end of their educa-
tion journey. Even if it is to get them 
to graduate and get a job, I am grateful 
for everything you do for our students. 
Thank you.”

Continued from cover

It’s an ‘A’ for Salt River’s ALA
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O'odham Action News is published bi-weekly by the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. Editorials 
and articles are the sole responsibility of the authors, 
and do not necessarily refl ect the opinion, attitude or 
philosophy of O'odham Action News or the Salt River  
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

O'odham Action News encourages the submission 
of letters to the Editor. However, letters must be typed 
or printed clearly, and should include the writer’s name, 
address and phone number. This information is for 
verifi cation only. Other submission of articles, artwork and 
photos are encouraged. O'odham Action News does not 
assume responsibility for unsolicited materials and does 
not guarantee publication upon submission.

O'odham Action News reserves the right to reject any 
advertising, material or letter submitted for publication.

Advertising rates are available on request. O'odham 
Action News does not endorse any product or services 
accepted as advertising on these pages. All contributions 
or information may be sent to:

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS
10,005 E. Osborn Road,
Scottsdale, AZ 85256

DALTON WALKER
MANAGING EDITOR 

(480) 362-3281
dalton.walker@srpmic-nsn.gov
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NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-6626
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov 
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(480) 362-7323
juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov
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andreea.miguel@srpmic-nsn.gov
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nalani.lopez@srpmic-nsn.gov
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NEWSPAPER ASSISTANT

(480) 362-2698
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O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
MAIN LINE (480) 362-7750

(Leave a message with your name and number 
and we will return your call)
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Call O’odham Action News for advertising info.

(480) 362-2698 / www.oodhamnews.org

DISTRICT A 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Jacob Butler 

DISTRICT B
COUNCIL MEMBER
David Antone

DISTRICT C 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Cheryl Doka

DISTRICT D
COUNCIL MEMBER
Wi-Bwa Grey

DISTRICT E
COUNCIL MEMBER
Mikah Carlos 

LEHI DISTRICT
COUNCIL MEMBER
Deanna Scabby

LEHI DISTRICT
COUNCIL MEMBER
Michael Dallas, Sr.

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

PRESIDENT
Martin Harvier

VICE-PRESIDENT
Ricardo Leonard

LEHI CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1452 E. Oak St.
Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Merrill Jones
(480) 234-6091
SERVICES
-Visit us on Facebook Live and in 
person. Search for Lehi Church of the 
Nazarene.
-Sun. School, 9:30 a.m.
-Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.
-Sun. Night Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
-Wed. Devotion Night at church, 6:30 
p.m.
-SOAR Group 2nd & 4th Friday
every month at the church 7 p.m.
-Mon. night Prayer Meeting, 6 p.m.
-Singspiration, last Sunday of the 
month at 6 p.m.

FERGUSON MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH
1512 E. McDowell Rd. (Lehi)
Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Neil Price
(480) 278-0750
SERVICES
-Sunday Worship Service, 10 a.m. 
Now available through the Zoom app. 
Call church for Zoom ID. 

LEHI PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1342 E. Oak
Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Annette Lewis
annette.f.lewis@gmail.com
(480) 404-3284
Services
-Sunday Services 10 a.m.
-Communion First Sunday of every 
month 10 a.m.
Birthday Sunday Potluck- Last Sunday 
of the Month, after services.
-Youth Devotion/Music (bring your
instruments!) last 2 Saturdays of the 
month at 4 p.m.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
PAPAGO WARD
2056 N. Extension Rd. Scottsdale
AZ, 85256
(480) 947-1084
SERVICES
-Sunday service begins at 10 a.m.

PIMA CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
12207 E. Indian School Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85256
Pastor Marty Thomas
(480) 874-3016/
Home: (480) 990-7450
SERVICES
-Sunday service 11 a.m.
-Lord’s Supper very fi rst Sunday of
the month (potluck after)

SALT RIVER ASSEMBLY OF GOD
10657 E. Virginia Ave.
Scottsdale, AZ 85256
(480) 947-5278
saltriveragchurch.com
Rev. WinterElk Valencia 
Services
-Sunday Morning Prayer 10 a.m.
-Worship 11 a.m.
-No Evening Service till further
notice.
-Thursday Bible Study 6pm

SALT RIVER CHURCH OF CHRIST
430 N. Dobson Rd. Suite 105
Mesa, AZ 85201
(720) 626-2171, Josh Austin
SaltRiverChurchofChrist.com
SERVICES
-Bible Class 9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
-Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
-Sunday Bible Class 6 p.m.
-Bible Study Wednesdays 7 p.m.
-Local transportation available, please 
call phone number above

SALT RIVER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 10125
Scottsdale, AZ 85271
E: SaltRiverPresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook
Pastor Charlotte Fafard
SERVICES
-Sunday Service, 1 p.m.
-Communion fi rst Sunday of the month

ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC MISSION
3090 N. Longmore, Scottsdale, 
AZ85256
(602) 292-4466 (cell)
Administrator: Deacon Jim Trant
Parish President: Cindy Thomas
Father Peter McConnell and Father 
Antony Tinker
SERVICES
-Sunday Mass 12 p.m.
-Holy Hours 1 p.m.

SOARING EAGLE MINISTRIES 
INTERNATIONAL (SEMI)
Marriott Courtyard, 5201 N. Pima Rd. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85250
Apostle Edward Chance
apostleeac@gmail.com
(480) 516-6509
SERVICES
10 AM on Sundays
Visit us on Facebook Live, Wednes-
days at 7 PM for Voice of Truth

VICTORY CENTER
1231 E Oak St. 
Mesa, AZ 85203
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz
480-427-4678
SERVICES
First and Third Tuesday of Each Month 
at 6:30 p.m.
Follow us @vomsrvictorycenter on 
instagram

VICTORY OUTREACH CHURCH 
MESA 
5610 E. Main St. Mesa, AZ 85205
Senior Pastor Danny Cruz 
SERVICES
Sunday 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m.
Youth Nights Tuesday at 7 p.m.
visit vomesa.org for more service 
times, life group locations, and events
Follow us @vomesachurch on 
instagram

Please call the Church ahead of time to confi rm 
information.

Information was correct at the time of print, however, 
services may have changed since then.

7 STARS OF ARIZONA, LLC
Concrete & Masonry construction,
General contraction ROC#26357.
Angela Willeford, (602) 889-7290
angelawilleford@sevenstarscompany.com

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING RMG 
MECHANICAL
Community Member owned business. One 
job done right the fi rst time! We
service all makes and models. 
#ROC310871. Bonded & Insured.
Rebecca Gonzales, (480) 334-1257/
(480) 823-2802
Rmgmechanical@gmail.com

ART & MAX’S LANDSCAPING
Free estimates mowing, service,
sprinkler, repair, trimming tree clean up, 
maintenance.
Max, (480) 667-9403
art&maxlandscaping@gmail.com

A’S FAMILY LANDSCAPING
Lawn Maintenance, Shrub/Tree
Trimming and Debris/Trash Removal.
FREE ESTIMATES. L. Azule,
(480) 467-8449

AU-AUTHUM KI, INC.
Commercial construction.
Margaret Rodriguez, (480) 250-7566

BOXING BEARS PHOTOGRAPHY
Boxing Bears Photography is a
photography business based in
Scottsdale, Arizona. We specialize in
portrait photography and photo booths.
Cody Wood, (480) 272-4035
boxingbearsphotography.com
cody@boxingbearsphotography.com

DALIA’S LANDSCAPING
Yard maintenance / tree trimming,
sprinkler repairs and service.
Sherry Harris, (480) 580-0501/ (623)-
282-0902
daliaresendiz0815@icloud.com

DALLAS PROFESSIONAL PAINTING
Commercial Painting Company,
Licensed, Bonded, Insured,
ROC#250102
David Dallas, (623) 337-4070
david@dallaspropainting.com

DESERT’S EDGE, LLC
Professional Landscaping Services and 
Maintenance
Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly
-Clean Ups -Trimming - Sprinkler Repair & 
Grass Seeding
For a free estimate, call or text 480-646-
2587

ERNIE’S CATERING
Food catering for all your needs
Ernie Lopez (chef and owner)
(480) 907-8945 erniescateringbusiness@
yahoo.com

GOODLIFE NUTRITION
Healthy cafe offering plant-based juices 
and smoothies, meal-replacement options 
and event catering. Order online by visiting 
instagram! @goodlifeaz
goodlife.nutrition@yahoo.com
(480)274-3306

HEAVENLY TOUCH CLEANING
SRPMIC Member Owned and
Operated specializing in residential
and commercial cleaning services; get 
a quote by phone or emailing contact 
information below.
Yesika Saldivar-Zotigh, Owner
(602) 301-9832
Heavenlytouch08@yahoo.com

KI: PROPERTY SERVICES
Fully Licensed. Grading, Lot Clearing, 
Gravel Spread, Trash Haul, Landscaping, 
General Home Repair. Call for Per Cap 
Specials! 480-369-2018
ki.property.services81@gmail.com

LB’s HAIR SALON
For all your hair needs. Over 30+ years 
of experience specializing in trending 
haircuts, color, highlighting, perms, blow 
dry’s and also manicures, pedicures and 
facial waxing.
Linda Baptisto, (602) 525-9142
hairbylindab@yahoo.com

MOQUINO’S BODY & PAINT LLC.
Auto Body Work and Paint LLC.
Community Member 15% discount.
Pete Moquino, (480) 236-3033
moquinoscustompaint@yahoo.com

NATIVE CREATIVE APPAREL, LLC
Native American themed clothing for
babies, kids and adults. Design your
own custom shirts
Isaac Lopez, (480) 410-8685 /(562) 
761-9341
nativecreativeapparel@gmail.com

NATIVE GROUND COFFEE
A Native American coffee company from 
Salt River.
Winter Wood, (480) 522-8393
www.nativegroundcoffee.com

NATURES DEFENSE
Do it yourself pest control. All organic,
non-toxic, chemical free. Safe/effective 
against roaches, scorpions, fl eas/ticks, 
beetles, bed bugs and more!
JB Cortez, (480) 453-9371
saltriverjb@gmail.com

PIMA AWARDS PROMOTIONAL
PRODUCTS, INC
Promo items, silkscreen/embroider apparel, 
custom awards and printing services.
15610 N 35th Ave Ste #7
Phoenix, AZ 85053
www.pimaawards.com
Ron Lee, (623) 271-8311

PIMARA CONSTRUCTION
Civil & structural engineering.
Virginia Loring, (480) 251-6849
vlpimara@cox.net

PIIPASH SHELL
4001. N. Pima Rd., Scottsdale, AZ
Michael Smith- Owner Piipash LLC
(480) 947-6400 (store)
piipash@hotmail.com

RED CACTUS PHOTOGRAPHY
Professional Photography for all 
occasions: business, commercial,
extreme adventure, family gatherings, 
portraits, real estate, social media, 
sports, and weddings.
D. Gonzales, (480) 828-5863
redcactusphotography480@gmail.com

REZHAWK TOWING & RECOVERY, LLC
Please call for appointment.
Lock out available
Eric Schurz, (480) 735-9730
rezhawktowingandrecovery@yahoo.com

SALT RIVER HOSPITALITY
Food service, bar, janitorial equipment and 
supplies.
J.B. Cortez, (480) 945-0062
saltriverjb@gmail.com
Location 1: Phoenix Park-N-Swap
Location 2: The Spot on Camelback

STAYSHONS CHEVRON
Community Member owned business
since 1994.
Boyd Chiago, (480) 990-2004

THE MAIN INGREDIENT
Home and commercial quality kitchen 
supplies, open to the public.
J.B. Cortez, (480) 945-0062
themainingredientaz@gmail.com

THE SPOT ON CAMELBACK
An Open Air Market And Multicultural 
Gathering! Handmade arts, crafts, and 
jewelry, clothing, tools, kitchen supplies, 
and more.
JB Cortez  (480) 945-0062  
11514 E. Camelback Rd. Scottsdale, 85256
thespotoncamelback@gmail.com  
thespotoncamelback.com 

VMK ENTERPRISES, INC
Janitorial supplies.
Sheryl@vmkenterprises.com

CONTRACTED MORTUARIES
Bunker Family Funerals & Cremation (480) 964-8686

Meldrum Mortuary & Cremation (480) 359-2112
Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home (602) 840-5600

For Any Questions Call:
 (480) 278-7050

Main Office Located at:
 Memorial Hall

9849 East Earll Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85256

Office Hours:
Monday through Friday

8:00AM – 5:00PM

Salt River Public Works Department

If we CANNOT contact 
you by phone or email, your 

business will be removed from 
the listing. Call O’odham Action 
News at (480) 362-7750 to have 
your business put back on the 

listing.

SALT RIVER BUSINESS LISTINGS SALT RIVER CHURCH LISTINGS

PUBLIC WORKS NOTICE
SRPMIC Council has approved the nightly closures of the Salt River 

and Lehi Cemeteries due to continued vandalism.
The Salt River and Lehi Cemeteries will be closed from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m.

If you have any questions, please contact Memorial Services at    
(480) 278-7050

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS DEADLINES
       ISSUE        DEADLINE AT NOON

 DECEMBER 5 NOVEMBER 22
 DECEMBER 19 DECEMBER 6 
 JANUARY 2, 2025 DECEMBER 20, 2024

SEND INFORMATION TO O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
at oodhamactionnews@srpmic-nsn.gov 

For more information please call (480) 362-7750.
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4th Quarter 2024 ELIGIBILITY DEADLINE 
December 31, 2024

Must be eighteen (18) years old, enrolled, and living to be eligible for the
December 2024 Per Capita Payment.

DEADLINES  FOR CHANGES

If you have any questions regarding:

-Tribal ID,  Eligibility & Change Forms:  
Membership Services @ (480) 362-7600 

-Tax Withholding & Direct Deposits:  
Finance-Per Capita @ (480) 362-7710

Direct Deposit Start-Ups and Changes: 
Thursday, December 26th at 5:00 PM. This 
deadline is for new start-ups for direct de-
posit or changes to existing information. All 
forms MUST be submitted with a “VOIDED” 
check or statement from the bank with the 
Routing and Account Numbers. Forms 
received by this date will be effective for the 
JANUARY 2025 payout. Forms received 
after this date will not be effective until the
APRIL 2025 payout.

Discontinue Direct Deposits: Thursday, 
December 26th at 5:00 PM. This deadline is 
to discontinue an existing direct deposit.

***Failing to notify the Per Capita depart-
ment when an account is closed may delay 
your Per Capita payment.

Per Capita Eligibility: Tuesday, Janu-
ary 14th at 5:00PM. This deadline is for 
submitting the Adult SRP-MIC Member’s 
Per Capita Information Certifi cate. Forms 
received by this date will be effective for the 
January 2025 payout. Forms received after 
this date will not be processed until the fi rst 
week of April 2025.

Tax Withholding Changes: Tuesday, 
January 14th at 5:00 PM. This deadline is for 
making changes to “Additional” tax withhold-
ing percentage or amount.

Tax forms are available on the Finance 
Per Capita Intranet Site and can also be 
requested by e-mailing FINPERCAP1@
srpmic-nsn.gov.

LEGAL NOTICES 
JUVENILE COURT

JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT

ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

ALL JUVENILE COURT CASES REPORT TO 
COURTROOM #3 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Antone, James Sheldon – Evidentiary Guardianship 
Hearing Mother: Brittany Spex (DOB: 03/08/2000) 
Minor: A. W. S. (DOB: 10/24/2022) Case: J-23-0033 
Court Date: December 17, 2024 at 9 a.m.

Antone, James Sheldon – Permanency Hearing Mother: 
Brittany Spex (DOB: 03/08/2000) Minor: A. W. S. (DOB: 
10/24/2022) Case: J-23-0033 Court Date: January 6, 
2025 at 11 a.m.

Clapp, Monica - Probate Evidentiary Hearing Case: 
P-23-0009 Court Date: January 9, 2025 at 9AM

Doe, Manuel – Review Hearing Mother: Stephanie Alana 
Jackson (DOB: 05/17/1990) Minor: E.C.J. (DOB: 
11/04/2007) Case: J-18-0044 Court Date: December 
10, 2024 at 1:30 p.m.

French, Tracy - Initial Visitation Hearing Case: CV-24-
6345 Court Date: January 6, 2025 at 9:30 AM

Jackson, Stephanie Alana – Review Hearing Case: J-18-
0044 Court Date: December 10, 2024 at 1:30 p.m.

Martinez, Ambria - Probate Evidentiary Hearing Case: 
P-23-0009 Court Date: January 9, 2025 at 9 AM

Melchor, Joannie Arlinda - Evidentiary Hearing Case: 
D-19-0002 Court Date: January 6, 2025 at 11 AM

Spex, Brittany Arless – Evidentiary Guardianship Hearing 
Case: J-23-0033 Court Date: December 17, 2024 at 
9:00 a.m.

Spex, Brittany Arless – Permanency Hearing Case: J-23-
0033 Court Date: January 6, 2025 at 11 a.m.

Swan, Dajuan Anthony - Mother: Anaya Jaynessa Ticer 
02/22/1996 Child: N.L.T 06/05/2018

Review Hearing Case: J-22-0127 Court Date: January 
8, 2025 1:30 p.m.

CIVIL COURT
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 

INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

CIVIL COURT CASES REPORT TO COURTROOM 
#1/ #2 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Bacon, Brandon Scott - Younger - Divorce Hearing Case: 
Belvado, Natalie - Restraining Order Hearing Case: 
CV-25-0080 Court Date: December 12, 2024 at 11:30 
AM

Chiago Marrufo, Judy Buck - Entry of Default 
Judgement Case: CV-24-4198 Court Date: January 6, 
2025 at 9 AM

Ford, Victoria Rose - Restraining Order Hearing Case: 
CV-25-0029 Court Date: December 5, 2024 at 11:30 
AM

Garcia Jr., Raymond - Initial Paternity Hearing Case: CV-
24-6531 Court Date: December 5, 2024 at 10 AM

Harrison, Jasmine Alexandria - Visitation Hearing Case: 
CV-24-5850 Court Date: December 9, 2024 at 9:30 AM

Herrera, Victor Sanchez Jr - Probate Hearing Case: 
CV-24-3424/CV-24-3652 Court Date: December 5, 

2024 at 9 AM
Melendez, Nicole Patricia - Civil Complaint Hearing 

Case: CV-24-5856 Court Date: December 5, 2024 at 
10 AM

Mora, Joseph - Evidentiary Guardianship Hearing Case: 
CV-24-3758 Court Date: December 10, 2024 at 10 AM

Paddock, Nicole - Evidentiary Guardianship Hearing 
Case: CV-24-2974 Court Date: December 10, 2024 at 
9 AM

Parchcorn Jr., Ellis J - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: 
CV-24-5858 Court Date: December 30, 2024 at 9 AM

Parchcorn Jr., Ellis Jay - Evidentiary Child Support 
Hearing Case: CV-24-4577 Court Date: December 3, 
2024 at 10 AM

Porter, Mariana - Evidentiary Guardianship Hearing 
Case: CV-24-3758 Court Date: December 10, 2024 at 
10 AM

Suniga, Ernesto Dewitt – Grandparents Rights Hearing 
Case: CV-24-5592 Court Date: December 5, 2024 at 
9 AM

Williams, Craig Sterling - Probate Status Hearing Case: 
P-21-0007 Court Date: December 6, 2024 at 2:30 PM

DEFAULT NOTICES 
LORING, JEZLYN

CV-24-2238
DEFAULT NOTICE 

To: Jezlyn Loring, RESPONDENT
1. A Civil Complaint has been fi led against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent 
if you do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record refl ects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by fi ling an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must fi le a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default)

DATED this 18th of October, 2024           
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

MARRUFO, JUDY
CV-24-4198

DEFAULT NOTICE
COUNTRY CLUB CARS V. JUDY MARRUFO

To: Judy Marrufo, RESPONDENT
1. A Civil Complaint has been fi led against you in this 

Court and your immediate attention to this fact is urgent 
if you do not want judgment entered against you.

2. The Court record refl ects that you have failed to 
respond to defend by fi ling an answer, motion to 
dismiss, request for extension of time or other 
responsive pleading and you have failed to attend 
hearings at the Court called for this matter.

3. If you do not defend against this suit within Thirty (30) 
days from the date the Process Server hands you this 
or you are served with it otherwise as permitted under 
the Community Code, the Court may enter default 
judgment against you.

4. A default judgment may have serious, adverse, and 
irreversible consequences against you.

5. If you want to defend against the claim and avoid 
default judgment entered against you, you must fi le a 
written answer, motion to dismiss or other responsive 
pleading within thirty (30) days from when you are 
served with this Notice.  The Court will not extend time 
for your response and you must make your response in 
writing, no oral responses will be accepted

6. If you do nothing, the Court may give Judgment 
for what the Complaint demands.  (Section 5-16.1, 
Judgment by Default)

DATED:  November 12, 2024           
CLERK OF THE SRPMIC TRIBAL COURT

Public Comments on Proposed Amendments to the Rules of 
Professional Conduct, Rules of Judicial Conduct and Rules for 

Admission to Practice in Community Court 
Comment Period: October 2, 2024 – January 2, 2025 

 
On Wednesday, October 2, 2024, the SRPMIC Council authorized a ninety (90) 
day public comment period for the proposed amendments to the Community’s 
Rules of Professional Conduct for advocates/attorneys, the Rules of Judicial 
Conduct for Judges and the Rules of Admission to Practice in the Community 
Court. The draft ordinance does the following: 

 
The Judicial, Attorney and Advocate Conduct Disciplinary Committee 
previously recommended to the SRPMIC Council to consider a full-scale revision 
of the Rules of Professional Conduct which includes specific guidance, follow-up 
rulemaking, or comments that provide practitioners, members/potential clients, 
and the Commission with guidance about how the rules are to be interpreted 
and applied. The amendments add a much more robust structure to the Rules 
of Professional Conduct and the Rules of Judicial Conduct. Additionally, the 
Rules of Admission to Practice in the Community Court provide a more detailed 
screening process, increases the requirements to be admitted and increases the 
amount of continuing learning education that is required per year to maintain 
competence in the practice of law. 

You can find the full text of proposed ordinance amendments and presentation 
materials at: 

https://www.srpmic-nsn.gov/government/ogc/proposed-ordinances/ 
 

Please submit all comments in writing either to the Community’s intranet 
“Ordinance Public Comment” page, or via standard mail or email to the 
following: 

 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 

The Office of the General Counsel 
10,005 East Osborn Road 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85256 

OrdPublicComment@srpmic-nsn.gov 
Jeff.Harmon@srpmic-nsn.gov 

DO YOU NEED TO 
UPDATE YOUR 
NEWSPAPER 
SUBSCRIPTION?

Please contact Newspaper Assistant Kari Haahr at 
(480) 362-2698 or email kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

Leave your name, number and brief message 
and she will get back to you.

Any questions, contact the Council Secretary: 
480-362-7466 \ 480-362-7400
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We are looking for donations and sponsors for SRPMIC's 2024 
Christmas Angels Program. Please consider supporting 

Community children in need this Christmas season!

If you would like more details on sponsorship, to donate gift cards/toys or host a 
toy/gift card drive, please contact:
Annamari Hogan at 480-643-0593

Or by Email at
Annamari.Hogan@srpmic-nsn.gov

**We are asking all donations to be submitted by December 6th, 2024 for 
distribution.

Christmas Angels Program

We are looking for donations and sponsors for SRPMIC’s 
2024 Christmas Angels Program. Please consider supporting 

Community children in need this Christmas season!
--

If you would like more details on sponsorship, to donate gift 
cards/toys or host a toy/gift card drive, please contact:

Annamari Hogan: 
(480) 613-0593 | annamari.hogan@srpmic-nsn.gov

**We are asking all donations to be submitted by 
December 6, 2024 for distribution**

Victims Advocates Urge Community toVictims Advocates Urge Community to 
‘Speak Up, Tell Someone’‘Speak Up, Tell Someone’

info@nagifoundation.org
(602) 730-2092

facebook.com/nagifoundation
@nagifoundation

Wellness Clinics
Exams, Vaccines, Flea/Tick Treatment, Microchipping,

Heartworm Prevention, Health Screening, Medical Concerns

Tue 12/3, Fri 12/6 & Sat 12/7
Free Animal Health Event
For Dogs and Cats

SRPMIC members and residents of the Community
are eligible with Tribal ID or proof of residency

Pets must be brought by legal owner, age 18+

Cats must be in their own carrier

Dogs must be on leash

*Dates & location subject to change

Learn more and request an appointment at:
nagifoundation.org/spayneuter

Salt River Ballfields - 1837 N. Longmore Rd

Spay/Neuter Clinics
Weds 12/4 & Thurs 12/5

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

One appointment required for each pet. For litters of kittens or puppies

or for general assistance with scheduling, text (866) 658-2375.

In partnership with:
SRPMIC Dept of Environmental Health & The Arizona Humane Society

Book appointments with QR code, or visit this URL

azhumane.org/mobile-clinic

Wellness Appointment
Healthy pets with no

medical concerns (e.g.
needs wellness exam,

vaccines etc)

Medical Appointment
For problems such

vomiting and diarrhea, or
issues with ears, eyes,

skin, etc.

NOW BY APPOINTMENT

info@nagifoundation.org
(602) 730-2092

facebook.com/nagifoundation
@nagifoundation

Wellness Clinics
Exams, Vaccines, Flea/Tick Treatment, Microchipping,

Heartworm Prevention, Health Screening, Medical Concerns

Tue 12/3, Fri 12/6 & Sat 12/7
Free Animal Health Event
For Dogs and Cats

SRPMIC members and residents of the Community
are eligible with Tribal ID or proof of residency

Pets must be brought by legal owner, age 18+

Cats must be in their own carrier

Dogs must be on leash

*Dates & location subject to change

Learn more and request an appointment at:
nagifoundation.org/spayneuter

Salt River Ballfields - 1837 N. Longmore Rd

Spay/Neuter Clinics
Weds 12/4 & Thurs 12/5

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

One appointment required for each pet. For litters of kittens or puppies

or for general assistance with scheduling, text (866) 658-2375.

In partnership with:
SRPMIC Dept of Environmental Health & The Arizona Humane Society

Book appointments with QR code, or visit this URL

azhumane.org/mobile-clinic

Wellness Appointment
Healthy pets with no

medical concerns (e.g.
needs wellness exam,

vaccines etc)

Medical Appointment
For problems such

vomiting and diarrhea, or
issues with ears, eyes,

skin, etc.

NOW BY APPOINTMENTNOW BY APPOINTMENT

BY KARI HAAHR
O’odham Action News

Kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

For victims’ advocates Rosa Cruz and 
Shanna Stewart, domestic violence isn’t a pri-
vate issue, but a community issue. One in four 
women and one in 10 men experience domestic 
violence at some point in their lives. What’s 
more unsettling, these statistics refl ect only the 
cases that are reported. 

Many times, the thought of domestic abuse 
brings to mind only the physical, but it can 
take many forms, including emotional, mental, 
sexual, fi nancial and verbal abuse.

None of them are easy to talk about. 
That’s a big part of why Stewart and Cruz 

believe events like the Domestic Violence 
Seminar hosted on October 25 at the ALA 
cafeteria are necessary for those experiencing 
domestic abuse—so that they know they can 
come forward, and that the Community is here 
for them. 

At the event, information booths lining 
the hallway outside the cafeteria had gifts for 
mental health support and resources for attend-
ees, and a meal was provided by Julio’s Too 
Mexican restaurant. After dinner, families in at-
tendance were advised that they may take their 
children from the room at any time if they felt 
the topic was becoming too upsetting.

The seminar was divided into a series of pre-
sentations covering the cycle of abuse, the role 

of power and control in the tactics of abusers, 
how domestic violence cases are handled from 
a law enforcement and legal system stand-
point, and the experience of domestic violence 
through the eyes of a child. 

The impact of witnessing such traumatic 
events cannot be overstated when it comes 
to children. A child who witnesses domestic 
violence is experiencing a form of child abuse 
because of the emotional and psychological 
trauma of witnessing the behavior. When a 
child sees this, they learn it. Seventy percent 
of offenders in treatment for domestic violence 
witnessed it as a child. The statistics are ugly, 
and they indicate that when children witness 
domestic abuse, their risk of cognitive and 
developmental delays increases signifi cantly as 
well, leading to further challenges that carry on 
throughout their lives. 

Throughout the presentation, there were 
drawings for prizes including a Pendleton bag 
and an iPad to hopefully encourage more par-
ticipants to attend future events. 

Though October’s Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month has come to an end, the work 
does not. Events like this become opportunities 
for open discussion, providing a reference point 
in conversations so that we as a Community 
can bring the uncomfortable topic of abuse out 
of silent shame and into a healing light.

Domestic violence survives in silence. Speak 
up, tell someone.

 Amk has ce:’in, Amk hem a:gid | Kadom Kukunaavk Amk has ce:’in, Amk hem a:gid | Kadom Kukunaavk

SRPMIC Commemorates Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month with Pink Out Day

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

Juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

According to the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation, 1 in 8 women will be diagnosed 
with breast cancer in their lifetime. Addition-
ally, this year nearly 400,000 people will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer. To help combat 
the disease and improve upon the statistics, 
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com-
munity held a “Pink Out Day” celebration on 
October 23. 

The day began with a 1-mile walk, which 
invited all SRPMIC members and staff to 
don their fi nest pink threads to commemorate 
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
For those who opted to dress in pink, Round 
House Café provided 20% off their purchas-
es. 

Participants of the walk gathered near 
Friendship Park at 9 a.m. and participated 
in group exercises and stretches to prevent 
strained muscles. Afterwards, participants 
walked south beginning on Longmore Road 
to Oak Street. 

Many Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community membership and staff took the time out to complete the 1-mile lap down Longmore 
Road to raise awareness regarding breast cancer. Kimberly Enos (middle, in pink) chose to burn sage while completing her lap. 

List of resources can be found on page 19
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President Joe Biden 
Apologizes for U.S. 
Boarding School 
Atrocities 

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

Juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

President Joe Biden’s fi rst trip 
to Indian Country was to the Gila 
River Indian Community in October 
to formally apologize for the atrocities 
caused by the U.S. Indian boarding 
school system.

Biden, along with other federal 
offi cials, including leaders from the 
Interior Department, traveled to the 
Gila Crossing Community School in 
Laveen on October 25. Area tribal 
leaders, including those of the Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity, attended the historic event. 

From 1869 through the 1960s, 
countless Indigenous children were 
forcibly removed from their families 
and communities and taken to board-
ing schools established by the U.S 
government and local churches. As a 
result of the mass atrocities conducted 
by the federal government under the 
philosophy of “Kill the Indian, Save 
the Man,” the true number of Indig-
enous children lost to boarding schools 
may never be accurately tabulated. 

In 2022, Interior Secretary Deb Haa-
land and Assistant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs Bryan Newland released their 
investigative report, “Federal Indian 
Boarding School Initiative,” which 
revealed their fi ndings regarding the 
traumas boarding schools caused from 
1819 to 1969. 

O’odham Action News fi rst re-
ported on the Federal Indian Boarding 
School Initiative fi ndings earlier this 

year in the March 7 issue. The article 
included coverage of the February 13 
Senate hearing regarding Senate Bill 
1723/H.R. 7227, otherwise known as 
a bill to establish a “Truth and Heal-
ing Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies Act.”

On July 30, the Interior Department 
published volume 2 of its Federal 
Indian Boarding School Investigative 
Report, which included new discover-
ies of more U.S. boarding schools and 
additional Indigenous children lost to 
the tragedies. “These policies caused 
enduring trauma for Indigenous com-
munities,” said Haaland at the time. 

President Biden’s October visit was 
his fi rst to Indian Country. His wife, 
First Lady Jill Biden, visited Indian 
Country 10 times during Biden’s presi-
dency. The last U.S. presidential visit 
to Indian Country was when President 
Barack Obama visited Bristol Bay, 
Alaska, in 2015. Obama also visited 
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe in 
North Dakota. 

As part of the welcoming, tradi-
tional singers and dancers from the 
Gila River Indian Community and the 
Tohono O’odham Nation performed. 
The SRPMIC group Birds Singing 
and Dancing by the River helped to 
welcome the guests and close out the 
ceremony. 

Haaland was introduced by Miss 
Gila River 2024-2025 Susanna Osife. 
“Today, we welcome President Joe 
Biden to the ancestral homelands of 
the Pima and Maricopa peoples,” 
began Secretary Haaland. “Every day, 
but particularly today, I think of the 
ancestors. We’re here because they 
persevered. In the air we breathe and 
the land we walk on. We tell those sto-
ries because Native American history 
is American history.” 

In the moments leading up to 
Biden’s speech, Gila River Indian 
Community Governor Stephen Roe 
Lewis thanked everyone in attendance 

and introduced President 
Biden. “We are here to ad-
dress the past and take the 
fi rst diffi cult and necessary 
steps to begin the healing,” 

Governor Lewis said. 
Once President Biden was 

at the podium, he addressed 
the audience, seated out 
on the football fi eld. Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community Vice-President 
Ricardo Leonard and Council 
members Jacob Butler and 
Mikah Carlos were in at-
tendance. Additionally, select 
students and staff from the 
Salt River Schools and the 
Accelerated Learning Acad-
emy were invited to attend. 

“I say this with all sincer-
ity: This, to me, is one of the 
most consequential things 
I’ve ever had an opportunity 
to do in my whole career and 
as president of the United 
States. It’s an honor, a genuine honor 
to be in this special place on this spe-
cial day,” began Biden. 

He detailed the tragedies that oc-
curred at federal boarding schools, 
highlighting how Indigenous children 
were stripped, literally and meta-
phorically, of their identities, language, 
culture and families. “Children would 
arrive at schools. Their clothes taken 
off. Their hair that they were told was 
sacred was chopped off. Their names 
literally erased and replaced by a num-
ber or an English name,” Biden said. 
“It’s long, long, long overdue. Quite 
frankly, there’s no excuse that this 
apology took 50 years to make. 

“After 150 years, the United States 
government eventually stopped the 
program, but the federal government 
has never formally apologized for what 
happened until today. I formally apolo-
gize as president of the United States 
of America for what we did. I formally 
apologize! And it’s long overdue.”

Moments later, a protestor shouted 
directly at Biden, highlighting the 
ongoing confl ict between Israel and 
Palestine. “What about the people 
in Gaza? What about the people in 
Palestine, huh?” she yelled as she was 
escorted away by Gila River Police 
and the Secret Service. An additional 
protestor then stood up and held up 

a poster which read, “There are still 
babies in mass graves, your apology 
means nothing.” She too was escorted 
out by offi cials. 

The audience let out groans and 
boos at the momentary interruption, 
but Biden stated to the crowd as the 
protestors were being apprehended, 
“Let her talk. Let her go. There’s a lot 
of innocent people being killed and it 
has to stop.”

As Biden neared the end of his 
speech, he extended his gratitude to 
the Indigenous individuals who have 
served in the military. “The whole of 
America should know; all Americans 
should know [that] Indigenous people 
volunteer to serve in the United States 
military fi ve times more than any other 
single group. Five times. Many having 
paid the ultimate sacrifi ce in every war 
since our founding,” he said. 

“I know no apology can or will 
make up for what was lost during the 
darkness of the federal boarding school 
policy. But today, we’re fi nally moving 
forward into the light. For too long, 
this nation sought to silence the voices 
of generations of Native children, but 
now your voices are being heard. God 
bless you all. And may God protect our 
troops. Thank you.”

“I formally apologize!” said President Joe Biden during his speech.
Many in attendance cheered and celebrated President Biden’s 
speech as it was the fi rst time in American history a President has 
apologized to Indian Country. Photo by Chris Picciuolo.

Midway through his speech, a protestor shouted at President Biden from the crowd regarding the current and ongoing confl ict between Israel and 
Palestine. At the same time, a second protestor stood up and displayed her poster which showcases her stance on the President’s apology. Photos by 
Juan Ysaguirre.

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland spoke passionately  regarding the 
importance of establishing a stronger path towards healing from 
the traumas of Indian boarding schools. Photo by Chris Picciuolo.

The Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community group, Birds Singing and Dancing by the River, opened and closed out the event. Photo by Chris Picciuolo.
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ASU Women’s Basketball Squad 
Brings Clinic to WOLF 

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

On October 26, the Arizona State University (ASU) Sun Devils women’s bas-
ketball team paid a special visit to Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
youth for a basketball clinic at the Way of Life Facility (WOLF).

The visit brought out a huge crowd of youth and family members to the gym. 
ASU Sun Devil Athletics Director Graham Rossini said that women’s basketball is 
as popular as it’s ever been in our country right now.

“We couldn’t be prouder of the chance to come in and inspire these young 
people here at the SRPMIC,” said Rossini. “I think it’s a powerful ability for col-
legiate athletics, for professional sports, to make sure that the youth in all of our 
communities are looking up to heroes and mentors and people that inspire them to 
go work hard and accomplish some incredible outcomes.”

The ASU team started the day at the Accelerated Learning Academy, where they 
played a private scrimmage game vs. Northern Arizona University before heading 
over to the WOLF.

At the clinic, ASU players were stationed throughout the basketball court, rotat-
ing at a variety of stations where they showcased their skills and taught basketball 
fundamentals to the youth. 

ASU guard and small forward Hannah Miller said her experience at the clinic 
was rewarding for her. Miller taught the fundamentals of layups at her station.

“It’s fun to see such little kids wanting to learn basketball and getting exposed 
to it, because I know at this age I was doing the same thing,” said Miller. “So, it’s 
nice to see that the younger kids are following in those footsteps.”

Coach Natasha Adair was also on the court, encouraging both her team and the 
Community youth. She joined the players after the clinic for an autograph and 
photo session with kids and their families. At the end of the clinic, the ASU play-
ers shared slices of pizza with everyone before boarding their bus to head back to 
ASU. 

“Today is a great opportunity for us to give back and serve a part of our pil-
lars as a program,” said Adair. “Our mission as a program is to make sure that we 

involve our program, 
our players, myself, our 
coaches and the Commu-
nity. The Native American 
community is important 
to us.”

An ASU basketball player 
teaches basketball drills to 
SRPMIC members.

The ASU Sun Devil Women’s Basketball team was excited to teach young SRPMIC members a variety of basket-
ball drills.

Midway through his speech, a protestor shouted at President Biden from the crowd regarding the current and ongoing confl ict between Israel and 
Palestine. At the same time, a second protestor stood up and displayed her poster which showcases her stance on the President’s apology. Photos by 
Juan Ysaguirre.

The ASU Sun Devil Women’s Basketball team poses for a group photo with young SRPMIC members.

Health and Human Services Hosts ‘In Her Shoes’ Workshop

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

Juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

The Arizona Coalition to End Sexual and Domestic Violence (ACESDV) was 
formed in 1980 with the goal of helping to end the stigma around domestic vio-
lence while providing resources and support from trained professionals. In 2013, 
ACESDV updated its organizational outreach and program services to include 
sexual violence. 

On October 22, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Health and Hu-
man Services health educators Vurlene Notsinneh-Bowekaty and Melanie Nosie 
invited staff from the ACESDV to come to the Community for an interactive do-
mestic/sexual violence workshop to help raise awareness and continue to increase 
support within the Community. Held in Two Waters building B, the class featured 
20-plus individuals from various Community departments and programs, includ-
ing Salt River Schools, Health and Human Services, the Salt River Fire Depart-
ment, Finance, Information Technology, Internal Audit and more.  

Notsinneh-Bowekaty began the workshop by greeting the attendees and thank-
ing the ACESDV staff for bringing their workshop to the Community. It was the 
fi rst time the organization had visited the Community. Lauryn Fjell, domestic 
violence response coordinator, and Lizette Roeder, sexual assault coordinator, 
facilitated the presentation.

“In Her Shoes” is an interactive, participatory workshop to help attendees 
understand domestic violence by “experiencing” it. To begin the workshop, 
participants walked out into the building’s hallway as Roeder and Fjell instructed 
them to team up into pairs, with participants playing the roles of a “victim” 
and a “shadow.” Roeder then handed a character card to one individual in each 
team. Each card provided the pair with a situation and a choice the victim must 
make while the shadow remained silent. After fi nishing the workshop, the teams 
switched their victim/shadow roles. 

To further add to the authenticity of the interactive workshop, a fake baby was 
handed out to certain teams, but not all. “Read through the character card to get a 

feel for this real-life situation of being ‘in her shoes, ’” began Fjell. “You’ll arrive 
at a station, pick up a new character card, and then you will either be instructed 
on what to do next or you will be given a choice,” she explained. 

Each of the stations presented a real-life situation that domestic violence 
victims experience. After following the instructions from the character cards at 
the “Abuse Happens” station, participants had to place a bandage on themselves 
to show that they have been abused. Depending on how the cards read, some 
participants completed the workshop wearing several bandages. 

Later, at the “Homeless Shelter” station, a coin fl ip decided whether the victim 
and child were allowed a room for the night. If the coin showed tails, they were 
instructed to wait to the side for fi ve minutes and then were given another oppor-
tunity to fl ip the coin. Participants were not let into the shelter until they fl ipped 
the coin to show heads. During the workshop, one participant and her “baby” had 
to fl ip the coin four times before she was allowed to get a room and advance to 
the next station. 

For certain teams, the workshop ended with them arriving at the “Funeral 
Home,” where the character card informed them that their workshop character 
had passed away. Others received character cards saying that their character 
survived their domestic violence situation by obtaining steady employment while 
receiving support from their family and loved ones. 

After the workshop ended, Roeder and Fjell opened a discussion. Many partic-
ipants disclosed that they felt they were making the correct life choices for their 
character and fake baby, so they didn’t expect their character to die as a result of 
domestic violence. 

“These [character cards] are all based on real-life situations,” shared Roeder. 
“If we ever do work with someone experiencing domestic violence, we are but 
one step in their journey. The best thing we can do is to treat them kindly, listen 
and believe them. Later, however their story ends, they may not know your name 
or where you work, but they will remember your fi rst response and how you 
made them feel. You all being here in this class is the fi rst step.”

Domestic Violence Resources
Arizona Sexual and 

Domestic 
Violence Helpline

(602) 279-2980 or (800) 
782-6400

SMS Text: (520) 720-
3383 

Arizona Teen 
Lifeline

(800) 248-8336 (call or 
text)

Arizona Child Abuse 
Hotline

(888) 767-2445

Domestic Violence 
Hotline, Textline and 

Chatline
(800) 799-SAFE (7233)
SMS Text: Text START 

to 88788
www.thehotline.org

National 
Indigenous Women’s 

Resource Center 
(NIWRC)

(406) 477-3896 or (855) 
649-7299

Calls taken 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

SAFE DV Services (for-
merly Centralized 

Screening)
(480) 890-3039

Trevor Project Life-
line Suicide (LGBTQ) 
Hotline, Textline, and 

Chatline
(866) 488-7386 or (800) 

273-8255
SMS Text: Text START 

to 678678
www.thetrevorproject.

org/webchat

Lizette Roeder, sexual assault coordinator for the Arizona Coalition 
to End Sexual and Domestic Violence, helped facilitate the interactive 
workshop on October 22.
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dba  Salt River Materials Group, 

both divisions of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

ONGOING
DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP, 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday of each month from 11 a.m. 
– 12 p.m. in room 3104 (Cloud), 3rd fl oor 
of RPHC. This free, confi dential, and safe 
group of individuals support one another 
by utilizing their collective experiences 
and learned wisdom. This gathering is for 
adults diagnosed with diabetes. For more 
information, contact (480) 362-3355

SENIOR BOOK CLUB, 2nd and 4th Wednes-
days from 10:30-11:30 at the Tribal Library 
at WOLF. 

TAI CHI FOR SENIORS, Tuesdays 9-10 a.m. 
at WOLF Senior Room and Thursdays 
2:30 – 3:30 p.m. at Senior Services North 
Annex. Join Senior Services for tai chi, an 
ancient Chinese martial art used today 
as an effective moving meditation that 
improves the health of the mind and body. 
All abilities and fi tness levels are welcome. 
For community seniors 55+ and adults 
with adaptive needs. Questions? Call 
480.362.6350.

YOGA FOR FALL PREVENTION, Mondays 9 
a.m. – 10 a.m. at WOLF Senior Room. All 
Fitness Levels Welcome! Sign up with Ce-
linda Joe at (480) 876-7180 and request 
transportation if needed.

YOGA FOR FALL PREVENTION, Fridays 1 
p.m. – 2 p.m. at WOLF Senior Room. All 
Fitness Levels Welcome! Sign up with Ce-
linda Joe at (480) 876-7180 and request 
transportation if needed. **Last Fridays of 
Each Month are YOGA BINGO with prizes!

WATER AEROBICS AT WAY OF LIFE FACIL-
ITY POOL, 45-minute sessions on Tues-

days, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 10 
a.m., 12 p.m., and 1 p.m. No registration 
required. Questions? Call (480) 362-6310

NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP, First and 
Third Wednesdays of each month from 
12 p.m. – 1 p.m. at RPHC 3rd Floor, Room 
3104. Contact (480) 362-6948 for more 
information. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SUPPORT GROUP,
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at RPHC. Mens meetings 
Wednesdays, Womens meetings Tuesdays. 

WELLBRIETY 12 STEP AND MEDICINE 
WHEEL, Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30 
a.m. – 11 a.m. Wellbriety is a Native 
American recovery fellowship that blends 
spiritual practice with the 12-Step pro-
gram. Its approach to recovery focuses on 
healing and is rooted in the Teachings of 
the Medicine Wheel, the Cycle of Life, and 
the Four Laws of Change. Wellbriety em-
phasizes creating new thought patterns, 
attitudes, and feelings about sobriety 
based on traditional concepts and Native 
American teachings.

TALKING CIRCLE FOLLOWING WELLBRI-
ETY, Wednesdays and Fridays 11 a.m. – 12 
p.m. Following the Wellbriety session, 
participants are invited to join the Talking 
Circle to share insights and experiences 
related to living in recovery and honoring 
traditional practices, including fellowship, 
community, and connection. Talking Circle 
sessions also take place every Wednesday 
and Friday, from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM.

WARRIOR’S SUPPORT CIRCLE, 2nd Thurs-
day Warrior’s Support Circle is a talking 
circle aimed at offering our Veterans a safe 
space to meet and share their life experi-

ences, challenges, and successes. The 
circle offers a free, confi dential space for 
members to take steps towards recovery by 
gaining insight from others and learning 
more about PTSD, adjustment issues after 
reintegration into the civilian world, and to 
discuss general challenges that accompany 
service in the military.

CRAFT COMMUNITY REINFORCEMENT AND 
FAMILY TRAINING, Support group for 
families of loved ones battling substance 
abuse/addiction/dependance. Fridays 4 
p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at RPHC Room 3106 (3rd 
Floor) For More Information please contact 
Shea Hinton at (480) 362-2739

SALT RIVER VOCATIONAL REHABILITA-
TION ORIENTATION, Bi-weekly on 
Tuesdays 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. Human 
Resources, Two Waters Building B. Walk-ins 
welcomed! Contact (480) 362 2650 for 
more information. 

PRESBY PICKINS’ FLEA MARKETS, 1st 
Saturday of Nov, Dec, and Feb – April from 
8am-2pm at Fountain Hills Presbyterian 
Church, 13001 Fountain Hills Blvd. 50+ 
vendors, food carts, & music. Shop for toys, 
collectibles, household items, jewelry, art, 
crafts, & more! Vis-it www.fhpresbyterian.
info/fl eamarket, call 480-779-8115. 

SOAM MAṢAD 

XLY’A SHAXUK MAYK 
SHENTHIK

NOVEMBER
23 COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING, Two 

Waters Courtyard, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Meal 
served at 11:30 a.m. Come enjoy a meal 
with family and friends! 

25 THANKSGIVING DRIVE THRU TURKEY & 
FOOD BOX EVENT, Hosted by St. Mary’s 
Food Bank from 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. See ad on 
page 3 for more information!

26 SALT RIVER VOCATIONAL REHABILITA-
TION WALK-IN ORIENTATION, 10:30 
a.m. - 12 p.m. at Human Resources, Two 
Waters Building B. See ad on page 8 for 
complete details!

28 SRPMIC OFFICES CLOSED FOR 
HOLIDAY

29 HOLIDAY LIGHT PARADE, Salt River 
Baseball Field start, staging at 3 p.m., 
parade starts at 5:30 p.m. See ad on page 
3 for more information!

30 GINGERBREAD HOUSE MAKING, 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. at Huhugam Ki: Museum. 
See ad on page 4 for more information!

SKO:MAGĬ MAṢAD

XLY’A SHAXUK MAYK XVIK

DECEMBER
2 COMMUNITY PRAYER BREAKFAST, Salt 

River Community Building, 6:30 a.m. - 
7:30 a.m. Light meal provided.

5 SENIOR WINTER WONDERLAND HOLI-
DAY DINNER, Talking Stick Resort Grand 
Ballroom, 6 - 9 p.m. Questions? Call the 
activity line at (480) 362-7565

6 BLOOD DRIVE, Two Waters and River 
People Health Center, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Schedule appointment by visiting the 
website, vitalant.org and enter code 
100560950.

6 TRADITIONAL O’ODHAM PIIPAASH 
CHRISTMAS ART SALE, Salt River Cultural 
Resources, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Items include 
paintings, jewelry, baskets, pottery and 
more. 

7 PEARL HARBOR REMEMBRANCE DAY

7 COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PROGRAM,
Two Waters Courtyard from noon to 5 p.m. 
Save the date, more info to come!

10 ZUMBA CHRISTMAS JINGLE PARTY, ALA 
Gym, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. A collabora-
tion with the Christmas Angels program. 
Opportunity to Zumba and donate a toy. 
Raffl es.  

12 READING ALL THE WAY, ALA Gym, 
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Annual literacy 
celebration fi lled with books, reading and 
storytelling. Prizes

HHAAPPPPYY
TTHHAANNKKSSGGIIVVIINNGG

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING
FFrroomm uuss aatt ,, wwee wwaanntt ttoo wwiisshh

eevveerryyoonnee aa wwaarrmm && jjooyyffuufuffuf ll HHoolliiddaayy!!
From us at , we want to wish

everyone a warm & joyful Holiday!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


