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SRPMIC Veterans Son Finds History of Own F

Service

CHRISTOPHER LOMAHQUAHU
O’odham Action News
Christopher.Lomahquahu@srpmic-nsn.gov

The son of a World War Il veteran in the
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity is sharing his father’s story of heroismr_—__w-—f_
during one of the most infamous battles ofjs
World War II. Clarence Chiago, a Corporal
in the U.S. Marine Corps, received a Bron
Star with “V,” which denotes valor under
intense enemy action, and a Purple Heart
wounds he sustained during the Battle of |
Jima in February and March of 1945.

As National Purple Heart Day approach¢
on August 7, the story of Chiago’s achieve
ments came to light through a headstone
request by his family. “He lived in the Com
munity most of his life; he was born [here]
said Clarence’s son, Robert Chiago, while
combing through some photos of his fathe
experiences in the war.

National Purple Heart Day was created
remember and honor the men and women
who bravely represented their country an
were wounded or killed while serving,” ac-

Bronze Star with "V" for heroidptotos courtesy of Robert Chiago.
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Miss and Jr. Miss Salt
River Court Participate
at 36th Annual Gila

River Youth Conference
Page 4
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dCIarence Chiago (middle) stands for a photo taken with fellow Marines during World War II. Inset photo of Chiago with higal Sets The Stage

For Congressional

cording to a description on Disabled Veteraidich are discharge papers that service a casualty and someone else needed to takeAction To Fund Federal
National Foundation webpage. members receive when exiting the militarycharge. Though he also was wounded, Clar- Agencies And All Tribal

,Q WKH 6530,& 9HW H U D Q'In some cases the family I [the recordsgnce refused evacuation and continued to
representative Amanda White said, “As a and [in other cases] it take some time to gé¢ad his platoon in carrying out their objec-

Programs
Page 6

Purple Heart Community, we need to startthe documentation needed,” said White. WLYHV XQGHU LQWHQVH ¢ UH ZKt#FK FRQ

engaging [more] with our Purple Heartre- "XULQJ WKH ¢ JKWLQJ ROPRARV-RDBID RO UBDOO DUPV ¢ Ubuth Take the

cipients and their family members.” ence was awarded a Bronze Star Medal for “He got [that] medal for his bravery,” said Challenge for Health &
She said someone who makes a headstBigeactions from February 19 to March 16, Robert, as he pulled out a piece of paper with  wellness During

request for a deceased veteran needs to pt@45. During that time, he took charge of
vide their military records, like the DD214, his platoon after the platoon leader became

Vice President Harris Visits  ITCA Luncheon Marks 75th

Continued on page 3

Summer Break
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NABI Showcases 20
Years of Indigenous

Tribal Community as Part of |Anniversary of Native Right to Vote  sasetar

Invest in America Tour In Arizona, Honors Tribal Efforts

Native Right to Vote Luncheon.

BY ngF;lS F;\IC,CI%OLO difference by promoting voting
CHRISTOPHER LOMAHQUAHU  Indian Country. chrispicciuob@srpmicnsngoy  iNitiatives. Salt River Pima-Mar-
O’odh Action N . .. H H H _
Christopherﬁ_or?];nhqja:gz@z\rﬁnic—nsn.gov Harris began her visit at Icopa Indlart] (Iilcq)mlmtgnlty;nte'r t
the Gila Crossing Community On July 15, 1948, the Arizon governmenta | e a'llor]ls rojec
In early July, the Vice- School in GRIC District 6. The |6XSUHPH &RXUW |%\?”§{W{ﬁnge ‘L’J\éY'W ofg psly
lla River Inaian Community

President of the United States, YLVLW ZDV D VLJQ L|gweDrecognizedithe tight of
Kamala Harris, visited Arizona EHFDXVH LW zDV W KNative fmeyicans topvptern the

to address the Indigenous sitting U.S. president or vice- state.

This year marks the 75th were both recognized for their

Director of Communications &
Public Affairs Roberto Jackson
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What Do SRPMIC Wild
Horses Eat?
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Get To Know Your

Neighbor: Danielle
Galvan, Staybridge

Suites
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Summer Day Camp
Brings out Inner Youth

Talent
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Ways to Stay Healthy
and Hydrated During

T&écord Temperatures
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Public Comments on
Proposed Amendment:

communities across the state. president has visited one of the . X efforts at the luncheon. Advisory Opinions
On July 6, as part of the White four Southern Arizona tribes. 322i“sli%r:a;¥]gfot2%tu'|?'izrtﬁ‘n; “We're here to celebrate Page 14
House’s “Investing in America” GRIC leadership and Inter Trit;al Council of Ari,zona history. We're here to honor _ ok

tour, Harris visited the Gila members, including youth from |Tca) held a luncheon in honor€gacy. We're here to recognize summary of Proposed
River Indian Community the Salt River Pima-Maricopa  |of the anniversary at the Gila € Strength that we have within ordinances for Special
(GRIC) with a message for all  Indian Community, welcomed  |River Indian Community’s Wild each othe’r’. It's a great day to Tribal Criminal

of Arizona’s tribal communities the vice-president and her Horse Pass. The luncheon recog€!€Prate,” said Alex Castillo- Jurisdiction

that underscored the Biden ~ group. Two SRPMIC youth nized members of local tribal  WUN€Z, ITCA civic engagement Pl da

Administration’s commitment to communities who have made a

Continued on page 4 Continued on page 3



INTERNET BEYOND C )|

» Guaranteed Speeds Backed by 99.999% Uptime
* Dedicated Fiber Connections
* Month-to-Month Engagement with No Early Termination Fees
* No Maximum Usage Caps or Surprise Usage Fees
* Live Local Fast Support

Get FiberSpeed Internet from Saddleback
Pick the Internet Speed You Need

Basic Average Fast Very Fast
7 Community Members
- ( & ] 9 s = )\ Get $25/month
\ e E P P P> 4 ’ SRPMIC Credit
$39.95 $49.95 $54.95 $89.95 $109.95 $129.95
PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH
@ Get Connected
Z5) | saddieback with Saddleback today!
CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY Residential customers only. Call for details.

www.saddlebackcomm.com

Famlly, Cosmetlc & Restorative Dentistry ._
“\ ,’»"’ - t-‘/-.:- ‘\.ﬁ | NOW' ,
A\ Y UPEN Braces by a ¢

> o = ¥/ SATURDAYS =i sonii
|L=P // /' No out of pocket cost to you!

il

SRPMIC Employees pay
® GIFT CARD FOR NEW $0 dollars w/ Humana Insurance

PATIENT REFERAL on following services

-Exam/all X-rays  -Whitening
® FREE IMPLANT CONSULT -Cleqnings ..Bonding

-Fillings -Tooth Colored Fillings
-Extractions -Root Canals

Call o make
appoiniment.

-Periodontal Treatment
//A (NON-SURGICAL Gum Treatment)

A101DENTAL CARE

101 & THOMAS

480-423-1000

2899 N. 87 St.
Scottsdale (Thomas Rd. Exit)
www.scottsdaledentaloffices.com

LOOP

E Thomas Rdja

“Emergencies and
Walk-Ins seen on the
same day!
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SRPMIC Veterans Son Finds History of Own Fatl

mentioned relating to combat was wk
Robert himself was going off to Viet-

nam as a captain in the Marines, whe
he would be deployed for 13 months.
“Before [I] was going to Vietnam, he

said something about, you know, ‘Jus
be careful’ and ‘Try not to get yoursel
killed’ ... things like that,” said Robert

The Bronze Star Medal, according
the USMC website, is “Awarded to ar
person who, while serving in any cap
ity with the armed forces of the Unite
States, distinguishes himself (or hers
... for heroic or meritorious achieve-
ment or service.”

In the Battle of Iwo Jima, U.S. ser-
vice members totaling 20,000 strong,
with the majority being Marines, were
tasked with taking the island, which
would later serve as a jumping-off po
for U.S. Army Air Force bombers to
conduct aerial operations over mainle
Japan.

$IWHU GD\V RI ¢ JK

—— sustained 19,217 wounded and 6,87
SREHUW &KLDJR JRHV WKURXJK KLV IDWKHU V DOEXP Rl SLFWXUHV IURP WKH ,ZR -LPD EDWW QilddHiP&ction. Of the estimated 21,0
Japanese soldiers ordered to defend

a description of his father's combat ~ Collins explained how he and other  across the barren volcanic island. EverD€ island, 216 survived, while 3,000
award. “l think it's the fourth-highest ~Marines were up against a gauntlet of tually they linked up with each other ~ resorted to guerilla warfare against tt
award in the Marine Corps ... the KHDY\ VKHOOLQJ DQG VP DADHOU DU P SULHH YIHQL Q W fgreesy whgy pefst she jslapd:
Bronze Star with the Combat ‘v’ devicecluding a situation where he and othersk DSSHQHG DW QLJKW z AR RURISHEarH8Y 3pprioaokes:
is higher than the regular Bronze Star.’had to take cover behind a tank, inchinigg along the battle lines. White said it is important for families
Robert found out about his father’s their way forward to take enemy posi-  “He never mentioned about the war collect all the information they can or
award through the assistance of the tions. and what he went through in his letterstheir military family members so they
6530,& OHWHUDQV 21¢ FH Thioky® ColMnslleftérsyRobert  said Robert. He said most of his fa- h%}'e a history of their service.
ated the headstone request for ClarencdDLQHG LQVLJKW L QW RtHarK ldttedsDneraVaRkitybout Bdtwhe “People should put together their
John Ellsworth Collins from Onalas- ing on Iwo Jima, which he said was  family was doing with life back home. Photos and other documentation, inc
ka, Wisconsin, was a friend of Clarenceeldom shared in his father’s own lettetsle just talked about his family, his g stories that can help bring to light
Chiago’s and a fellow Marine with the home. children, things like that,” said Robert. their service and if they received mec
4th Marine Division. Through letters, For a time, Collins and Clarence wer€larence also has a daughter and sistefke the Pu’fple. Heart for being wounc
he described the many harrowing mo- separated on lwo Jima when Marine to Robert. in combat,” said White.
ments on Iwo Jima. In one of his letterst RUFHV PDGH D VFUD P E ORbtbévtRaig tQeGnly fhiigihis father

Continued from front page

ITCA Luncheon Marks 75th Anniversary of Native Right to Vote in A
Honors Tribal Efforts

Above: SRPMIC Council
Member Mikah Carlos,
President Martin Harvier,
Angela Willeford and
Legislative Affairs Assistant
Gary Bohnee.

Left: Angela Willeford

accepts her award with
former and current SRPMIQ
Youth Council members.

Right: Gila River Indian
Community Director of
Communications & Public
Affairs Roberto Jackson
accepts his award.
coordinator, as he opened the program. volved in the vote and any kind of democratic pro- 3:KHQ ZH WDON DERXW WKH
Willeford thanked the SRPMIC Ad Hoc Get Out cess. When | was on Youth Council, that's when weright to vote, it's the O’odham tribes and the Fort
the Vote Committee for their work and told tribal ~ passed the ordinance for no texting and driving. Sh&kDowell Yavapai Nation,” said Lewis. “We're tiec
leaders, dignitaries and colleagues who have workeslways been a champion for how government workso that. We're tied to this protection of our sacred |

in the trenches each election season that she was teuig how we play a role in it,” said Carlos. rights, the right to vote. Protecting our voting right
honored by the recognition. Carlos also talked about how every single vote doesn’t end once you leave the borders of our so
“The reality is, there are still issues going on todagounts in an election. eign nation. Protecting our rights on reservation is

[in regard to the Native vote] in Indian Country,” said “Some people have [been elected] by one vote, sas important as protecting our rights off reservatic
Willeford. “I want to thank our Council for being it shows the power of one person to sway an election :KLOH WKH JXHVWY HQMR\HC
KHUH >DQG IRU SURYLGLQJ®@ arQ edrmibeDwhoXsSsitiRdJaith®tgble to disalBssi@ened about the history of Indian voting rights

ing] by our side to encourage everyone to vote.”  things that are important to our longevity,” she said.Arizona.

SRPMIC President Martin Harvier and Council Speaking at the event were ITCA Executive Direc- Arizona Governor Katie Hobbs and Secretary o
members Deanna Scabby and Mikah Carlos attend&at Maria Dadgar, Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation ~ State Adrian Fontes sent in prerecorded message
the luncheon to show their support for Willeford.  President Bernadine Burnette, and Gila River Indiamecognizing the Native right to vote.

“Angela has always had the Youth Council in-  Community Governor Stephen R. Lewis.
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Continued from front page

relationship,” said Newland.

Court’s recent decision to uphold the
Indian Child Welfare Act and what
it strives to protect, an act which

nation’s high courts. He said, “At
the Department of the Interior and
within the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
we are really at the center of the
administration’s commitment to tribal
Department of Interior Assistant Secretary for Indiamations.”
Affe}irs Brygq New!and speaks about the many Support from the Biden-Harris
projects within Indian Country. Al .
Administration takes the form of

had the chance to meet Harris during clean-energy projects and economic
a roundtable discussion to talk about development among tribes while
important issues facing Indigenous  addressing past injustices to tribal
youth. communities, such as those that took

YRPC President Liam Enos and
Vice President Roman Judge shared era.
information about the Community and  “The unprecedented level of
presented Vice President Harris with ainvestment in Indian Country in the
gift.

Before Harris could take the podiumthrough the president’s Investing in
Assistant Secretary of the Interior for America initiative is what drives
Indian Affairs Bryan Newland shared athe nation .... The United States has

few remarks. Newland said that it has invested $45 billion into Indian Countryand small businesses. ... We know

been a privilege to serve under Interiorfor the past two years, and that is

Secretary Deb Haaland and Harris, remarkable,” said Newland.

which is indicative of the progress “It is so wonderful to be here today.

made with regard to women serving inThank you for the partnership and the

seats of leadership. work that we have done together and
He said the visit by the vice-presidemill continue together,” said Harris,

is a demonstration of how much Indiarreferring to the administration’s work

Country means to her administration asvith tribal communities on various

policies are being made that may impaieifrastructure projects.

Indigenous people. “The Biden-Harris  “President Biden and | believe that

administration is pursuing a buildup of the bonds between our nations are

and to strengthen our nation-to-nation duty to safeguard and strengthen thos6

Newland looked to the U.S. Supremand treaty obligations,” said Harris.

+DDODQGTV RIl¢ FH UH Sthat vivol@e\wlebd ehafoyVaric H

bonds, including [upholding] our trust

She said tribal self-determination
is one part of strengthening those
bonds, through investing in projects

education. Those are two areas in

administrations but now are thriving

under the current administration.
“We have to address the deep

disparities that persist across Indian = . . —

C di - h h uIce President Harris meets with attendees
ountry ... disparities that _are the res er delivering her speech on investing in tribal

of decades of broken treaties, harmful communities.

assimilation policies, displacement and )

dispossession,” said Harris operate in overlooked and underserve
Harris talked about the pursuit of ~ cOmmunities. ,

the American Dream and how that Harris echoed Newland’s remarks

a4

place during the federal boarding schoshould also apply to tribal communitie2n the ICWA decision and voter rights

and individuals who want to be which the administration is working

entrepreneurs, get an education and Z£LWK WKH +DDODQGTV
start a family. or uphold. Other topics included the

¢ UVW WZR \HDUV RI >W KIir@gEhe dréa@ lirko\sl kedlity L REYLr-looming drought conditions in th

requires talking about an economic Southwest and the importance of tribz
opportunity where there is access to  8CCess to water resources.

FDSLWDO DQG ¢ QDQFLDSRYBYGRAKR¥pHARP

natural resources, and from access tc
voting precincts to access to high-spe
internet, these are all freedoms that

members of tribal nations should havi

In making good on the promise to ~ &CCess 0. _ _
help more Indigenous persons reach _ 1ogether we will work with our
that dream, she said the administratiorf1Pal leaders toward a future where
has invested more than $500 million all of qur chlldren_can realize their
into Indigenous entrepreneurs and sm&iod-given potential ... a better future
businesses. She said, “We are investirf&r this generation an,(,zl the seven
into community banks now ... it is the 9enerations to come,” said Harris.
community banks [that] predominantly

many Native communities are cut off
from these essential resources,” said
Harris.

AL

7TH ANNUAL SALT RIVER FIREFIGHTERS

9/11 MEMORIAL STAIR CLIMB

Saturday, September 9, 2023

Salt River Fields at Talking Stick

7555 North Pima Road, Scottsdale, AZ

+4T: Early Packet Pick-Up:

Friday, September 8 | 5pm-8pm
Stair Climb Event:
Saturday, September 9 | 4pm-10pm
Day of Timeline:

4:00pm: Check-In Opens
6:30pm: Opening Ceremonies
7:00pm: Stair Climb Begins

A
SALT RIVER FIELDS

The Salt River Fire Department will be hosting the
7th Annual Memorial Stair Climb to honor and
remember the 343 firefighters, 60 police officers,
and 10 EMS personnel that gave their lives 22 years
ago, on 9/11/2001. Each participant pays tribute
to an FDNY firefighter, police officer, or EMS by
climbing the equivalent of the 110 stories of the
World Trade Center. Climbers are issued a tag with
the name and picture of one of the fallen to carry
throughout the climb, symbelically completing
their journey to the top of the World Trade Center
Towers. The stair climb is not a timed race event

Scan now for
more information

and |s open to participants of all levels.

o)

< SALT RIVER
FIREFIGHTERS
CHARITIES

If you have a story idea, please call or email
Managing Editor Dodie Manuel at
(480) 362-7731
or email dodie.manuel
@srpmic-nsn.gov

SM3N NOILDY

Leave your name, number and brief message
and she will get back to you

Miss and Jr. Miss Salt River Court Particip:
36th Annual Gila River Youth Conference

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO -,
O’odham Action News .
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

On July 15, the Akimel O’odham/
Pee-Posh Youth Council held their 36th
Annual Gila River Youth Conference at|-
the Gila River Indian Community.

The Miss and Jr. Miss Salt River |
Court was invited to attend the confer- |
ence to be part of the shared experienq
discussing topics that will help each
other through young adulthood and
working on icebreaker exercises.

“The icebreakers we did taught me
that it's important for us to get to know
each other and learn our kinship. We
PD\ ¢ QG RXW ZH DUH U
6DOW 5LYHU .HQQLVH O
that others share similar thoughts and |/
experiences as ourselves. The ladies amo— — ——
| had a wonderful time building relation_Salt River Royalty visit GRIC for Gila River Youth

. . 1 . Conference. L to R: Patricia Woody 1st Attendan
ships and creating meaningful memoriagiss salt River, Jr. Miss Salt River Jizelle Juan, |

with everyone.” Salt River Kennise McGertt.
McGertt said that one of the present-
ers shared that as Indigenous people,
“there is a need for us to be more of a
‘community’ or ‘family,” meaning that
rather than put each other down, you
build one another up.
“l agree that we need to see more

type of cultural or intertribal group or
organization.

Patricia Woody, 1st Attendant to Jr.
ss Salt River, said the conference
D IXQ H[SHULHQFH W
attending a youth conference, and s
N ¥arned how to properly call 911 to gi
toward ourselves as well. them the most vital information during

Jr. Miss Sallt River Jizelle Juan par- .. amer _
DGy AR LM BB B

WLFLSDWHG LQ D ¢ UVW
as a Piipaash Protocol workshop. but it doesn’t hurt to know for the
N wanted to learn more aboutthe ¢ 4re | can't wait to attend future
Piipaash to better represent the membefsy, QWY ~ VDLG :RRG\
of our Community,” said Juan. “l am '
looking forward to more experiences
and interactions with our sister tribe
over the next year.”
Juan also wants to encourage SRP-
MIC youth to get involved with the
Young River Peoples’ Council or any

O'odham Action News
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NEWYEAR, NEW BENEFITS...TAKE ADVANTAGE TODAY!

PIMADENTAL.COM

DR. STANDAGE
DR. STANDAGE
DR. SANTORO
DR. WILLMAN

DR. BRET STANDAGE DR. CRAIG STANDAGE E

For Humana/AmeriBen holders

IN NETWORK! LOWEST COST
FOR OUR SALT RIVER PATIENTS!

ncrease Your SPNile Power

« EMERGENCIES seen the same day WE NOW OFFER
(Root Canals & Extractions) 3rd Molar Extractmns
« ROOT CANALS With Sedation

« Wisdom Teeth Extractions

- IMPLANTS to replace Missing Teeth 3 Hygienists

« INVISALIGN Orthodontic teeth straightening available to
for Teens & Adults.

clean your teeth

 Family, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

- Mercury free fillings & ceramic restorations

- Digital X-Rays (Less Radiation) COME VISIT OUR NEW
STATE OF THE
« FREE DENTURE CONSULTS
(Humana covers a new set every 5 years) ART OFFICE!

— . |

| Hours Open: PIMA Dental Center for Family,
] $1n00 n" I Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
I Monday - Thursday 10850 N 90th ST | Scottsdale AZ 85260

I for Salt River Patients | /:00 am-6:00 pm
—— — — — — — Friday
_E_ ______ /7:00 am-4:00 pm
il FREE CONSULTATION |
.

{1 *wisDOM TEETH | GOTO
REMOVAL I www.PIMADENTAL.com

Am4 101 doo

*IMPLANT TOOTH | to see for yourself.
REPLACEMENT

| FETACEMENT 1 480.657.6357

August 3, 2023 O'odham Action News 5



SMAN NOILOV

If you have a story idea, please call or CHRISTOPHER LOMAHQUAHU However, according to Bohnee, ity is more inclined to support the
y e¥n ail P Chiistopher romanaushi@ammicnsngoy  CONGress will need to pass all 12 proposed budget with the original
. appropriation bills that fund the increase in funding.
Dodie Manuel at Tribal communities can breathe f€deral government in order to Furthermore, he said, “Politicall
(480) 362-7731 a sigh of relief for a moment, after ! X0 ¢ OO WKH DJUHH Rité @sdeishipInwheZHD \\se PiYG

or email the federal government passed a Because there are some membergontinue to propose reductions in

dodie.manuel@srpmic-nsn.gov bipartisan bill to relieve the nation’®f Congress who still want to trim spending through the congressior
depbt and set a framework for fedeﬁgl DFN IXQGLQJ WR ¢ épporiatidr3 Process, in spite o

. spending over the next two vears. evel's, which vyould result in large the agreement.”
Leave your name, number and brief V\Fl)ith thegenactment of the F?/scal funding reductions to the BIAand  Departments and programs tha

message and she will get back to you Responsibility Act (FRA), the law 'ndian Health Service, these ap- are under consideration for fundir
now outlines all federal s;pending propriation bills still face a slew of decreases in the House are Agric
that goes toward programs like FKDQJHV WKDW P D\ e Comiierde KIdsticeQl Btéior
education. the environment. and affmounts allocated for discretion- (environment), Labor, Health & H
tribal fund}ng such as the Indian &Y spending. Exactly how the ~ man Services, and Education, wh
Health Service and Bureau of Indizfn QDO EXGJHW ZLOO raaRsedlan 18.3/\dede@seX Q (
Affairs. iscussion. _ . Time is not on the side of the
The FRA was the result of con- _FOr example, during the middle & RQJUHVYV LWK WK
tentious negotiations that tested i July, a U.S. House of Representear rapidly approaching, Congre
values of Democratic President Joives Interior Appropriation Sub-  has only until September 30 to se
Biden and the Republican-led Co committee met to review and passadl spending bills to the president
gress. After he signed the FRA int ill that funds the Bureau of Indianbe signed into law. With the Con-

MHAM_AC_-DQN_NI law, President Biden remarked, “N,gffairs, Bureau of Indian Educa- gress in recess for the entire mon

one got everything they wanted, blipn. the Indian Health Serviqe an_d?f August, it will Ieave_ very little
SLL&SQRJJD_‘EU the American people got what they'@ny more programs. In their delitime to act on what will likely be
needed.” erations, the subcommittee recomvery controversial spending bills.
As explained by Gary Bohnee o1znended a slight increase in fundinigiaction may lead to a governmer

| Enrolled SRPMIC MEMBERS the Salt River Pima-Maricopa In- ranging from 2% to 5%. What this wide shutdown beginning Octobe

] ; sdsthat IHS willl.
| up for your FREE O'odham Ac GLDQ &RPPXQLW\ 21 HERRI 18 kY gmg,ﬂr\?'

‘ e sional and Legislative Affairs, wher

| Newspaper subscription. Call President Biden signed H.R. 3746, Currently, the BIAFY23 budget

| ) into law, it did not propose any IS $2.582 billion and IHS fund-
Haahr at (480) 362-2698 and pr cuts to federal discretionary spendDd Will top out at $7.078 billion.

- your SRID number, DOB and ad ing over the next two years. “This ohnee says the funding levels for

‘ y2 FH LOIRUPDWLR : L means funding will remain at the the BIA, BIE and IHS could change
29 Q Q ¢ VFDO \HDU OHYW$?\5%WE@%%¢B Hiican
| up to 2 - 3 issues to proce VLIQL¢ FDQW LQFUH BV, pfﬁﬁW‘EﬁRW? yoaing

BIA and the Indian Health Service® FY?22 levels, whereas in the U.S.
Senate, the Democratic major-

223=78 (02DE665:9g | Wym: @E?‘iﬁg @%

Join us as we celebrate mothers and
lactating parents and work to protect,
promote, and support breastfeeding and
human milk feeding for the [3th annual
National Breastfeeding Month this August!

Imcemtive Week

August 7th-11th, 2023
8:00am-5:00pm
"0 % ! 1 % & 1"
#

Rafffle Woske gy =R Tl
August 14th-18th, 2023 T it 2 <8
SIA;VE THE DATE

&% %& IS & "& "

' % ! %
1 %& " "l

A,
Y
)

A

10:00am-12:00pm at WOLF
& % &% M
c N& : %!8;& & % FOR MOREINFORMATION: (480)-362-6390
o ! l)D
o« 1 & % Io&&™

Breastfeedi :
the Work Place ' COOLING STATIONS
August 30, 2023 —

12:00pm-1:00pm + AVAILABLE TO SRPMIC COMMUNITY MEMBERS
© g& "

P
& h/
'J\Qﬁif"
o) ~ > '{:‘

N

o

2 Py

+ FOR USE DURING EXTENDED POWER OUTAGES
(4 HOURS OR GREATER WITH EXCESSIVE OUTDOOR TEMPERATURES)

Making & dllurerecs
fot working parents

River People Health Center

+ ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE CAN BE OBTAINED THROUGH
COOLING STATION SITES, AS NEEDED
(TEMPORARY LODGING OR HOME DAMAGE ASSISTANCE)

+ COOLING STATION LOCATIONS:
o+ LEHI POLICE/FIRE SUB-STATION AND
¢ INDIAN SCHOOL POLICE/FIRE SUB-STATION

¢+ SNACKS, WATER, TV’s & WIFI1 IS AVAILABLE AT EACH
SITE
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participants are determined to get thei
miles in and hope to surpass last year
total of 10,822 miles.

“The whole purpose behind it is get-
ting the kids moving, especially during
the summertime. We promote physical
activity for the youth, at least 30 minutg
a day,” said Otellie Honanie, Diabe-
tes Services Program Physical Fitness
Specialist.

She said it has been quite a challeng
to get the youth to move 50 to 100 milg
a week (the groups’ combined mileage

4 “These kids come in and get 30 minutg
of movement around the indoor track,
some doing 10 laps each, which is eq
to one mile,” said Honanie.

As the kids made their way around

the indoor track, they collected Popsic

Kids in the Early Education Program group rack-up the laps, during the Move with Miles challenge at tRgj¢R¥ ¢hat let them know how many A member of the EEP group sprints around the in

Life Facility's indoor track. . h h | dal track. Throughout the months of June and July, se
times they have completed a lap. Hon'groups of youths took part in the Move with Miles

CHRISTOPHER LOMAHQUAHU youth are on school break. anie and Apodaca tally up the laps andhallenge.

O’odham Action News . .
Christopher.Lomahquahu@srpric-nsn.gov “This is our second year ... Last ~ then award the top three groups who putpic vear ol the groups beat last

\HDU ZDV RXU ¢ UVW URXRSEOSERIRF WKLV \HDU year’s goal by 90.46 miles, totaling

The Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indiait was more organized and a smoother Honanie said the competitive but 4 915 46 miles. The top three group:
Community Youth Services Departmerttansition with the groups to form the friéndly nature of Move with Miles has oo ‘1avvks (142.3 miles) , Roadrun
at the Way of Life Facility (WOLF)  teams,” said Debra Apodaca, YSD Yo#f© Interested the staff members, whq. g 5 ijes) and Hummingbird (97.2
VSRQVRUHG WKH ORYH Sehitdé pbdg@mH MagagéQ HVV ~ are challenging themsel_ves to see Wh?‘niles).
challenge in June and July. This is the ~ She said the six groups of students €an rack up the most miles. Although i1 ded the top teen girl and
second year for the running/walking  range from the Pre-K Program (Early "UNning may be the main way to getthg, ¢, aach group in their respect
challenge, which promotes health and Education Program) to the Teen Wolf Miles down, Honanie said everyone is ;.o \ihich totaled 10.2 and 13.5 mil

¢ WQHVYV GXULQJ WKH \Pxogriard Utl’FtHRciDgN K2¢h @,dep-[_heencouraged to walk as well. Every step
equals motivation toward progress.
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TALKING STICK %

CASINO ARIZONA

TALKING STiICK RESORT

SCOTTSDALE
TALKINGSTICKRESORT.COM | CASINOARIZONA.COM

Locally owned and caringly operated by the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.
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NABI| Showcases 2C

OAN STAFF Teams either representing the Community or with led close games against their opponents and woul
O'odham Action News Community members on the roster were AZ Warriorop three games to Showtime (Navajo and Choct:
Red, AZ Warriors, EN Akimel and SR Ba’ag in the tribes), Knik 8 Stars (Knik Tribe from Palmer, Alask
An annual basketball tournament for Indigenous P0Yys’ division, and AZ Lady Warriors, Natives With and the Rookies (Navajo Nation). Their run would
teams from across the United States reached an imtaleént (NWT) and Lady Rebels in the girls’ division_.stand at 5—3,_ leaving them out of contention for the
portant milestone as the Native American Basketball "€ AZ Warriors started the tournament by winnirgampionship. ' _
Invitational (NABI) marked its 20th anniversary this ¢ YH VWUDLJKW JDPHV EHIRUH PThe VddyQRabelstehtdred tRe s dvidon ioblQ
year. And the NABI showed no signs of slowing doviKR-Kiowa Tribe (from Oklahoma) and Unconqueredy to build as a team; they played against teams fi
as it hosted 144 teams for a week of basketball comf@HPLQROH 7ULEH RI )ORULGD Flarkiad NasttQDakotaH@klak et AarNAshiDgton

tition July 18-23. ent with a record of 8-2. state. Although the Lady Rebels played with a lot o
The midsummer tournament has become an annualNEXt up was Arizona Warriors Red, who put in a energy, it was a tough road to the championship, a

tradition for several Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indiagolid effqrt on t_he court with a mix of urban r_nembermey posted a record of 04 _ _

Community teams who all vie for the championshipfrom various tribal nations and the Community. They In light of the AZ Warriors dropping one of their
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5 of Indigenous Basketball

games during the tournament’s bracket play, they Gunnerz and Lakota Ballerz. However, Ba’ag couldn'tOn Sunday at the Footprint Center in Downtown
VWLOO KDG D VKRW DW WKH F KDPWcdquered, Shevigid/ bhe) gaté away HorgPQderix, the Akichita boys’ team with players from
stretch on Saturday against their opponent, Uncon-making it to the championship game. North Dakota and South Dakota took home the ch
quered. While AZ Warriors put up an aggressive attack Girls’ Division 1, AZ Lady Warriors gave it theirpionship, defeating their opponent, OKR-Kiowa Tri
to the basket to stay at arm’s length from Uncon- all and played some fun basketball for four games. With a score of 85-61 in Division 1 play. Both team
quered, the visitors from the Sunshine State would defensive nail-biter vs. CGB Squad, the Lady Warrited impressive runs to the big game, with records «

let go of their lead and eventually won 90-64 over tliell just short, 33-31. 9-0 and 8-3, respectively.
AZ Warriors. The girls’team NWT had an explosive start in pool
Elsewhere across the tournament, other teamsref-OD\ ZLQQLQJ WKHLU ¢ UVW ¢ YH JDPHV DQG JRLQJ RYHU

resenting the Community in some manner took to tladl. They notched notable wins over Rezbombers and
hardwood. In Boys’ Division 1, SR Ba’'ag had a donRim Rockers. Ultimately, NWT was no match for Run
QDQW UXQ WR EHJLQ SRRO SO DN\GuAMMDPaeQtbn\WoHod tb) Legehdarly HiIfReXthie
games. Ba'ag defeated a few tough teams, includinggam that won the championship.
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What Do SRPMIC Wild Horses Eat’>

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Hours before one of the hottest days on
record in the Valley, Brian Gewecke, senior
environmental specialist (Range Management
for the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com-
munity, maneuvered his truck through the roug
WHUUDLQ RI WKH UDQJH DW

With his truck full of alfalfa bales, Gewecke
passed by wiry creosote branches that danced
with the warm summer breeze. He peered out
into the distance.

“They’ll be here unless something disrupted
their pattern,” he said.

“There isn’t a horse alive that can add one
plus one. Their intelligence is measured in their
memory, so | have this routine out here with the
WUHDWYVY p7KH LFH FUHDP WUXFN LV KHUH 1 $QG \RXJ0OO
see a hig cloud of dust as they’re moving in.”

And that they did. What looked like one or
two horses in the distance slowly dissolved
into an entire herd as the dust settled. Leaning
against the truck, you can feel a slight rumbling
as the horses approach.

Up close, Gewecke can look over the horses
while they’re snacking to see who's getting old,
who just had a foal or who might be pregnant.

He tosses one bale of alfalfa hay on the
ground per 40 horses. The hay comes from As-
sociated Farms, a farming company operating
on leased SRPMIC land.

Besides the snack, Gewecke said that the
horses must survive on the available forage
provided by the environment.

“Wild animals that can’t survive in the wild
will weaken and die,” he said.

The Community’s wild horses are descen-
dants of the Spanish barb horses that arrived in
the Americas with the Spanish conquistadors
in the mid-1500s. Some of them ended up here
in the Sonoran Desert. How they survived and
thrived here is up for debate, but the Verde and
Salt rivers provided water and foliage nearby.

Foals will survive on their mothers’ milk usu-
ally until they can properly chew solids when
their teeth come in, and in some cases foals can
FROWLQXH WR QXUVH WKURXJK WKH ¢ UVW \HDU RI OLIH
or more on the range. But after that the food op-
tions are limited in the desert.

The range is made up of several natural
grasses, such as Mediterranean grass (Schismus
barbatus), that the horses will eat throughout
the day. Mediterranean grass is not a native
grass, but it occurs throughout the deserts of the
Southwest.

The horses won't touch creosote, but they
can eat and digest mesquite pods, which are a
higher source of protein compared with the dead
grass on the range. Mesquite beans are rich in
calcium, potassium, magnesium, iron and zinc.

The seeds are too hard for the horses to digest,
and they will come out mostly intact in their
manure.

Gewecke explained that when a horse’s stom-
ach is two-thirds full, it will start to empty and
be expelled as manure. A tame barn horse will
eat large meals two or three times a day, which
means they will expel food that hasn’t been
digested completely. Wild horses don’t get large
amounts of food at one time.

“[Wild horses] are constantly eating a bite,
walking a bit and eating another bite. That
PHDQV WKHLU VWRPDFK GRHYV QA it
much. When a wild horse expels manure, it's
been in the body long enough to be completely
digested.”

Horses need food that contains 8% to 10%
protein. Pregnant, lactating and growing horses
will do better with about 16% protein in their
diet, according to Gewecke.

Typically, winter rains provide the forage on
the range. The summer monsoon rains can be
substantial, but Gewecke said that the 10