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Salt River Pima-Maricopa India
Community hosted a walk to

honor the O’odham and Piipaas|

cultures of the Community on
Saturday, February 4 at the Sal
River High School/ALA football
¢ HOG DQG WUDFN

“We are glad that you all coul

make it out,” said CRO Events

Manager Yvonne Schaaf as she

provided a brief overview of the [
walk. The route took participants§
around the perimeter of the high'#

school campus, which totaled
1.48 miles.

“We want good thoughts and
our good prayers and everythin

mz"’[,hér;l:dogécr)]gsf.hgLeetg(ljsdr;;) mat “Today we come out to walk tdahe Community resides within a |#

the school was chosen as the si
for the walk because it is impor-

tant to the future of the Com-
munity’s children while thinking
of their O’odham and Piipaash
ancestors.

“I am grateful for this oppor-

tunity to welcome everyone this
morning. It is a beautiful mornin

to be out here for this meaningfut ™. S
event,” said SRPMIC President ticipants. He talked about the about our ancestors, thinking

Martin Harvier. He thanked ev-
eryone who put the event toget
and the participants for coming

: t 2920
O'odham - Piipaash Walk & Run
Qo MT

; - N walk.” e & z

g > o Schaaf would like to thank S >

the Salt River Materials Group =020

for donating 30 cases of bottled ha 85

water and thank the volunteers A z

who helped with registration and Qg

check-in and manned the water m =

stations. The Salt River Fire De- 4 ©

| partment also was onsite.
Before the walk started, par-
ticipants were guided through a
L | stretching activity by Otellie Ho-
]l ODQLH SK\VLFDO ¢ WQHVV VSHFLI
with the SRPMIC Health & Hu-

t

11

man Services Diabetes Services - -
Program. After the walk con- S5 - o =
cluded, participants were treated Z2ZD 68
to refreshments and entertainment o> & )éﬁ
by Mumsigo Ha’Ha’jun. £Y ®°9

SRPMIC members take to the course for the Walk for O'odham & Piipaash. Lower rig
Community members warm-up before going on the walk.

Big Wheel Day at E
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g_‘che walk. to nutritious foods. Leonard said ;

ake changes in our lives; it's a“nutritional desert.”
ifestyle change that we all want Later, Leonard asked that eaci#
to make,” said Harvier. “When of the individuals think of loved
we walk, it's not a race; it's an ones lost during the time of CO-
opportunity for us to [pray and VID-19 and have good thoughts|
think] about what changes we cdar those in need of help and the
make in our lives.” young ones in the Community.

Harvier was joined by SRP- 5HAHFWLQJ RQ +0[
I?:/HC Vice-President Ricardo marks, Schaaf said, “This walk

Land Steward Pan
Discussion
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AZ Indian Festival 2
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eonard in welcoming the par- has always been about thinking

historical changes in the diet of about our loved ones. We really | -
hille O’'odham and Piipaash tribesyant to make sure that we're pujiia i e
tgoting the limited accessibility  ting that into our spirit while we Continued on page 3

Oak Flat Argument
Head to Ninth Circt

Court

Council Votes to Open 30-Day |community Member—Owned Business  page 8
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od For Features Future Entrepreneurs Market
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BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

As the topic of recreational

popular in the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community,

the SRPMIC has been request- the criminal law are contained in

ing feedback from members on

medical and recreational marijuangtuff to be contained in one code \aricopa Indian Community ~ “This event gave the youth

use. The Council has proposed

Recreational Marijuana Use |for SRPMIC Youth Winter Storytelling

*kk

Dwayne Manuel Del
Shirt at Phoenix Su
Game
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SRPMIC Tradition:
Dancers Under CF
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. L Young entrepreneur Tiare Begay-Smith set up several different crafts including cardQuben Guerrero Nar
few things because this is some- paintings and jewelry for the Future Entrepreneurs Market at Goodlife Nutrition in

thing that's been needed for a | Scottsdale. New CEO of SRV
while,” said Harmon. “This is a page 12
proposed ordinance related to cam- BY TASHA SILVERHORN off with this event with the *kk
O’odham Action N . . .
N j tasha.silc\)/erﬁg:nzc@lbgr:pmeigisn.gov kldS, to glve them some experl'
offenses, because right now all gf ence in doing what they like

Adaptive Recreatio
Activity Event
page 13
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our drug provisions with respect fo On Sunday, January 29 to do and making money off

?oodLife Nutrition opened of it,” said GoodLife Nutrition

6-121 of the code, so that's a Iotq s doors to Salt River Pima- ©owner Veronica Ramirez.

a Provision.” outh to sell their artwork, an opportunity to see the busi-

new ordinance and voted to open a The draft ordinance adds clarit few Iry ?ﬁ_];oo?_@c atigps at it§ess side of things and be out Community Depart-
TBUWRA & R

public comment period lasting for DQG HQKDQFHV VRH

30 days.

Do b a . y X UIn thecpyblis Al grase whaty
tions within the provision, and it | G- o I themve to offer,” ef%lained TENLE S22 Rt

According to SRPMIC Assistantcreates separate offenses for diﬂer-The market featured three GoodLife Nutrition owner Kev- Veterans’ Memorials |

General Counsel Jeff Harmon,
Council wanted to have some-

thing tangible that the CommunityNave its own offense versus a

membership could look at and

think about while they're gaining Substance, which is commonly

feedback on the topic.

“The draft [ordinance] does a Continued on page 6| events this year, and we started Continued on page 4

ent categories of drugs. artist tables for Vi Siymea  in Dalton. “This event gives Cemeteries
“So, a dangerous drug might Washington, Tiare Begay- them the experience to be open page 14

_ _| Smith, and cousins Mataya to interacting with people in the Kok
narcotic drug or a vapor-releasmgManueL Kaylee Campeols andfuture as well.”

i Washington is a self-taught .

i eas.
NQRZQ DV pKXl¢ QJ Mm‘;ed(%ryﬁgtld PRQore painter. Only in the third grade, ~ Court NO}_‘ZeS
page




WITH FIBERSPEED!

Get FiberSpeed Internet from Saddleback
Pick the Internet Speed You Need

Basic Average Fast Very Fast
A Community Members
\ Mbps Mbps / Mbps Mbps Mbps / Mbps Get $25/month
SRPMIC Credit
$39.95 $49.95 $54.95 $89.95 $109.95 $129.95
PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH

@ Get Connected
YEA,5 Saddleback with Saddleback today!
CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY Residential customers only. Call for details.

www.saddlebackcomm.com

Famlly, Cosmetlc & Restoratlve Dentlstry w

N~ N
\ Y S "‘j‘f UPEN Bral\tlzggv l;y a
> Board Certified:

i 2 SATURDAYS

\'-"I_ ! Ke ‘my
! é’ _ #/7 No out of pocket cost to you!

[

SRPMIC Employees pay

$0 dollars w/ Humana Insurance
on following services

-Exom/cll X-rays -Whitening

ol Orthodontist. <

Call o make
appoiniment.

g, |

® GIFT CARD FOR NEW
PATIENT REFERAL

® FREE IMPLANT CONSULT / -Cleanings -Bonding
-Fillings -Tooth Colored Fillings
< -Extractions -Root Canals
-Periodontal Treatment
n‘n'l nE“TAI- cnni //A (NON-SURGICAL Gum Treatment)
101 & THOMAS looP

480-423-1000 Emergencies and
Scottsciale (Timmas Rd. Exit) walk"l ns seen nn “lﬂ

same day!

www.scottsdaledentaloffices.com
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O'odham - Piipaash Walk & Run

Community members of all ages took to the 1.48 miles stretch of road, making their
around the entirety of the Salt River Schools complex. For those who stayed after tf

Help identify those missing from the
SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY

x File golice report / missing perspart.
x Meet with multiple agencies in one location.
x Access alheresources needed to search

for your missing fanmigmber.

x Provide informat{omedicaldental recor
or a DNA samptkat couldssist with
identification.

x Get connected wstipport services.

MISSING PERSON IDENTIFICATION PROJECT

(MPIP)
Community Event
March 1, 2023
4:00 PM-8:00 PM
ALA(formerly Salt River High School)
4827 N. Country Club Road
Scottsdale, ArizoB8256

Hosted by:
Salt River Police Department (SRPD)
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
Bureau of Indian Affairs Murdered and Missing Unit
(BIAMMU)

Salt River Office of the Prosecutor
United States Attorney’s Office
National Missing and Unidentified Person S|
(NamUs)

COME JOIN USIF YOU HAVE A MISSING FRIEND OR FAMILY MEMBER.
BRING A RECENT PHOTO OF YOUR LOVED ONE, THE REPORT NUMBER (IF A REPORT
HAS ALREADY BEEN MADE), AND ANY MEDICAL OR DENTAL RECORDS YOU HAVE.

Stel

they were treated to a musical entertainment by Musmigo Ha'Ha'jun.
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Continued from page 1

Community Member—Owned Business Features Future Entrep

Market for SRPMIC Youth

she loves drawing mushrooms but ‘ ‘
comes up with different designs -
inspired by traditional O’'odham

and Piipaash designs using acrylic
paints.

Begay-Smith creates a number of
things, such as bracelets, paintings
and stationery cards.

“I learned how to make bracelets
when | was little. [For] the metal
ones, | just learned how to make
them using a stamp tool to stamp the
design in the metal,” said Begay-
Smith. “l would like to learn how to
make different types of bracelets in
the future.”

Cousins Manuel, Campeols and
Andreas, with the help of their aunt
Karen King and uncle Loren King
Jr., created Kings Kreations, sweet
treats such as chocolate-covered
strawberries, cake pops, candied
grapes, candy apples, Mexican
candy and more.

S:H ¢ UVW VWDUWHG
then we started looking at what else
we could do and we started mak-
ing chocolate-covered strawberries,
chamoy gummies and the candy
apples,” said Manuel.

The girls got their inspiration
from TikTok, learning how to make
grape candies and chamoy gummies.

7R ¢ QG RXW ZKHQ DQG
will be selling their sweet treats,
visit their Instagram page at kingz_
kreation5.

GoodLife Nutrition will be host-
ing a number of events throughout
the year. Follow GoodLife Nutrition
at glnutrition_az on Instagram or on
Facebook at GoodLifeNutritionAZ.

Tiare Begay-Smith gives a closer look at her jewelry

items she had for sale.

| A |
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Mataya Manuel, Kaylee Campeols and Nadia Andreas of Kings Kreations provided sweet treats such a
chocolate covered strawberries, candy apples, Mexican candy, cake pops and more.

& -
Vii Washington created art on the spot, along with
a number of paintings of mushrooms and inspired
O'odham and Piipaash designs.

| |

Goodlife Nutrition co-owners Kevin Dalton and Veronica
Ramirez and their son Elijah greet and welcome custom
WKHLU AUVW )XWXUH (QWUHSUHQ

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA |

SATUR[D)/AY/ SALT RIVER BASEBALL Fil
MAR, 28T o

SIGN UP' TODAY!!
Food Veudorg | $50 SPACE

{3 SPACES)
EASTER DRESS PARADE https://tinyurl.:com/SRPMICEasterkood23

9:15AM EASTER'IEGGIHUNT
2-3 YRS, 4-6 YRS;

7-9 YRS;10-14' YRS

0-1 YRSIBOY & GIRL
2-3 YRS BOY & GIRL

10:00AM™ FIELD'GAMES

10:30AM EGG EATING CONTEST
(FIRST10'ADULTS )

Pl & Craflc | $15 SPACE
{5 SPACES)
https://tinyurlicom/SREMICEasterArts23

MORE INFORMATIGN GIVENCONEEYOU SIGNUP

ERIDAY
MARCH!17™ AT 5:00PM

AN TR
COMMUNITY RELATIONS - EVENTS | 480-362-7740 | EI SRPMIC | @ SALTRIVERPIMAMARICOPA

REQUIREMENTS

Must have an appointment

Income of $58,000 or less

CONTACT

Social Security card for tax filer & all
dependents or any official government
document with SS#

THE VITA
MESSAGE LINE

@ (480) 362-7540

Copy of Driver License or Government |D
(tax filer & spouse)

* All tax documents (W-2, 1099's, etc.)

IRS Child Tax Credit letter, if applicable

* Bank Account/Routing number (for direct
deposits)
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NEW YEAR, NEW BENEFITS...TAKE ADVANTAGE TODAY

PIMADENTAL.COM

DR. STANDAGE
DR. STANDAGE
DR. SANTORO
DR. WILLMAN

DR. BRET STANDAGE DR. CRAIG STA \| =y

For Humana/AmeriBen holders

IN NETWORK! LOWEST COST
FOR OUR SALT RIVER PATIENTS!

Increase Your S m“e Power

« EMERGENCIES seen the same day

(Root Canals & Extractions) 3 Hygienists

. ROOT CANALS available to
clean your teeth

« Wisdom Teeth Extractions

- IMPLANTS to replace Missing Teeth

« INVISALIGN Orthodontic teeth straightening
for Teens & Adults.

« Family, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

« Mercury free fillings & ceramic restorations

- Digital X-Rays (Less Radiation) COME VISIT OUR NEW
STATE OF THE
« FREE DENTURE CONSULTS
(Humana covers a new set every 5 years) ART OFFICE!

l— 3
HOUI'S Open' PIMA Dental Center for Family,

31000 0" : M d Th d Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
l onday - Thursday

10850 N 90th ST | Scottsdale AZ 85260

I for Salt River Patients | /:00 am-6:00 pm
Friday *
r— - — - - = L 7:00 am-4:00 pm
| FREE CONSULTATION |
|

| *wisDOM TEETH | GOTO
REMOVAL I ww.PIMADENTAL.com
*IMPLANT TOOTH | to see for yourself.
REPLACEMENT

Am4 LOL dooT

Shea Blvd.

1 480.657.6357
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Big Wheel Day Connects Students With the Real Thing

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News I
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov [ -y

January 31 was Big Wheel Day for =y l! ; \
students at the Early Childhood Educal VR v, i . ‘
tion Center (ECEC), who enjoyed an
exciting up-close look at all kinds of
vehicles right in their own school park-

ing lot.
The event has happened at ECEC -
VLQFH DV DQ RQ VU AV

for young students, where SRPMIC ' ‘ S S e , , =
departments bring their trucks and othg N 5 - S | IR ==
vehicles for the kids to learn about and.SSg——n_ = I 7 |
interact with.

Many of the classrooms conduct a
“roads and wheels” study plan with
students, and the purpose of Big Whed
Day is to connect the students to the reg
deal with a hands-on event. 2

The Salt River Fire Department, Saltg
River Police Department, Salt River
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Pub
lic Works (Solid Waste, Roads, Groun
Maintenance) and Salt River Schools
drove their vehicles over so the young—— —
sters could explore them inside and oyptudents and faculty line up in front of a la

The Salt River Schools transportation . N . .
team and local businesses, including and collaboration—plus, the FACE and Spirits.” Community families are

Y SR

rge propane truck on Big Wheel Day

All Valley Propane and Ki: Property ~ Program from Salt River Elementary invited to connect and visit activities at
Management, also participated. School was able to participate,” said ~ a variety of stations. .
The ECEC parking lot was full of ~ ECEC Parent & Community Involve-  Briones wants families to know that

horns honking and sirens wailing as ment Specialist Carmen Briones. ECEC applications can be submitted

the students excitedly tried their hands It's SO fun to see the awe on the anytime throughout the year. “We will |3
at operating the parked vehicles in a Students'—and adults'—faces while be selecting students for the 2023-202} -
limited capacity. they're exploring the vehicles. Every- school year soon,” she said.

The SRPD provided a tactical vehicl@n€ enjoyed interacting with the drivers “We have an Early Head Start pro- : 5
for students to climb into, while the ~ and department staff,” Briones said. ~gram that provides education for fami- — —
65)' GHPRQVWUDWHG ZK Dot gp, %nlfppgjgrx {6+ihe ECEC lies who have children prenatal thfOUQ'?5?332‘?,?.23éaéﬂ;yggsfv;‘;re?823“3 on a tracte
looks and sounds like while wearing Wil host its Social Gathering, in which 3 years old. Our Head Start program is '

IXO0 JHDU 7KH 65)' DOYutlents and iipiNeseome tggether afiar children 3 to 5 years old. Children
safety and provided educational materdance to traditional songs. turning 5 on or before September 1,
als to students. On April 6, the Accelerated Learn- 2023, can be enrolled in kindergarten.”

Day as a great success, because there>chools Education Fair. This year’s
was an increase in family participation theme is “Exercising Minds, Bodies,

Continued from page 1

Council Votes to Open 30-Day Comment Period For Recreational
Marijuana Use

“Drug paraphernalia, pipes, anythin . .
used for the smoking o administration. | Proposed Ordinance Amendments for Comprehensive Drug and Drug Related
gf illigal drugt;s—blthosg are alsolillegal, and the Recreational Use of Marijuana

ut that's probably a different class . .
than, say, methamphetamine. So what Public Comment Period Ends on February 27, 2023
[the proposed ordinance] does is create . ) . . . .
multiple statutes to address each one of It River Pl'ma-Marlcopa Ir?dlan Corpmumty Council votgmsb PH QW LRQHG D“E RYH 6H EW LRQ
those types of drugs.” open a public comment period for thirty (30) days regardinges permits the use of marijuana for recreational purpos

Harmon said that after gathering proposed ordinances for drug and drug related crimes.uiither the following conditions:
the feedback from the Community at purpose of the public comment period is to seek feedback from 3HUVRQ PXVW EH DW OHDVW
Community-only meetings and District the Community membership regarding how drugs should BBPRX QW LV QRW PRUH WKDQ RXG
meetings, Council might want to treat a treated under the law, including whether the recreational Wseafoes not occur in a public place, Community buildinc
substance like fentany! differently than a ) ' 9 = public pace, y ¢
VXEVWDQFH XVHG IRU KXI¢Nggjuana should be legal. facility, or at any Community event.

Of the proposed ordinance, Harmon 7KH SURSRVHG RUGLQDQFHV HQ K\Nd Qdfetbr Gukivat@ri arhdii@aviaU HODWHG W R
_said thgt he f[hink_s the biggeSt and most drug and drug related offenses, creates separate offense®erson is not driving or in actual physical control of any
interesting piece is allowing the use of for different types of drug and drug related offenses, chanBBWRUL]JHG YHKLFOH ZKLOH XQGH!
marijuana for recreational purposes. . . . . . .

u . some of the criminal penalties for drug and drug related offengdana is purchased only from a licensed establishme

Whether that ends up getting enacted , N ) . .
or not will be seen,” said Harmon. es and permits the use of marijuana for recreational purpbgebe State of Arizona or the Community.

“This [ordinance] is a little more under certain circumstances.
targeted than in the past. It [pre\_/i- The proposed comprehensive drug statutes include th&he full text of the proposed ordinances can be found at:
ously] was generalized information following: https://www.srpmic-nsn.gov/government/ogc/proposed-
and presented for general Community '"He QLWLRQV IRU GUXJ UHODW dr@ingtesf Q VH V
feedback,” Harmon said. “Then it kind ) ,
of moved towards the focus of whether - Unlawful possession, use, sale of a vapor-releasing sub-
medical marijuana should be enacted VWDQFH The public comment period ends on February 27, 2023.
or not, and that eventually did get 3RVVHVVLRQ RI GUXJ SDUDSKHUQDOLD
enacted. So now this focus is more on 3RVVHVVLRQ RU XVH RI D KD O @CxFhuif dndrgbeR donPnbrits] Xk br questions
mﬁrg‘igrtehaé'ggﬂngé rf‘(;‘:rc'ltsﬂﬁ;%?;“;gte 3RVVHVVLRQ RU XVH RI QDU F Rt dretéd ¥ JEFF HARMON through the following
of Arizona has.” 3RVVHVVLRQ RU XVH RI GDQJH&mis:GUXJIV

The public comment period for the ODLQWDLQLQJ D GUXJ LQYROY HelepBdnel R1BOJ BOZ-745
proposed ordinance ends on February - Sale or manufacture of controlled substances and ntamijaifirjaff.harmon@SRPMIC-nsn.gov
27. The full text of the ordinance can be Email: OrdPublicComment@SRPMIC-nsn.gov
found at htttp;s://vyww.srprglc-ndsfn.gov/ / - Endangering human life while illegally manufacturingBcadh- 0ODLO 6530,& 2IAFH Rl *HQHUDO
governmentogc/proposed-ordinances. WUROOHG VXEVWDQFHYV Osborn Road, Scottsdale AZ, 85256

6 O'odham Action News February 16, 2023



Youth Learn the Fundamentals of Golf at Nike N7 Eve
o — T

Christopher.Lomahquahu@srpmic-nsn.gov

Indigenous youth from tribal communities around
the Valley took part in a golf clinic at the Talking
Stick Golf Club on Sunday, February 5. The golf
clinic was presented by Nike N7, the Salt River Pirr
Maricopa Indian Community, and several participat
ing organizations and tribes.

To start off the event, Nike N7 General Manager
Sam McCracken welcomed the youth and their
parents to the golf clinic. “Years ago, | had an idea §
bring kids together, because they are our future,” sg
McCracken. He thanked Indigenous golfer Notah Bf
gay Il (Navajo/Pueblo) for partnering with Nike N7 |
to help bring the fundamentals of golf to tribal yout

The Nike North America brand manager, Robin
Herrington, said the clinic is an action-packed day
learning basic golf skills at a wonderful setting like
the Talking Stick Golf Club. She thanked the SRP-
MIC for hosting the event and for partnering with
Nike N7 to offer a life-changing experience for you

SRPMIC President Martin Harvier welcomed the
youth to the event and recognized the partnership A SrRPMIC youth takes a swing at the driving range station, during the Nike N7 golf clinic at Talking Stick Golf Club. Below: SRPMIC m
between the Community and Nike N7. “l appreciate(:ollins gets the youth motivated for the day's activities. Collins is a board member for the Native Wellness Institute.
your efforts in bringing the children out here today,”
said Harvier. the land of the Salt River people,” said Collins. football and baseball facilities on February 10 and

He encouraged the youth to exercise and get out- “As young people, you are all sacred to us. It's respectively.
side to enjoy the great weather Arizona has this timabout what you do and where you are going in life,’”
of year. “l encourage you to try to exercise. Get awagaid Collins. He encouraged the youth to practice
from playing the video games and get outside. A littlaindfulness and tap into their inner strength to ove
bit of fresh air and sun is good for all of us, so now ome challenges in their lives and succeed.
good time to take advantage of it.” “We're going to start off our day with a little

Harvier is no stranger to sporting activities, becausevement ceremony,” Collins said, before leading |
in his youth he played “rez ball” in baseball, softballthe youth through a series of mindfulness exerciseg&

DQG EDVNHWEDOO 1RWLQJ W KiediHih@, HeroicvmdvémahisRuivdbmedifaiohU L
es, Harvier encouraged the youth to take on a sportingfter the round of speakers, the youth divided intfss
activity because it creates memories, friendships artifferent teams and followed their instructors to the |e
opportunities to achieve your goals in life. different skill stations. The stations included a pultti

Before the youth teed up, special guest speaker green, a driving range, and a combination of soccel~
and Community member Anthony “Thosh” Collins and golf for the younger kids.
SUHSDUHG WKH \RXWK IRU W KH LNikeEeNAMahtiwh@ RdrnQuRity dl$d @gstédXoot-,
good to see each and every one of you here today imall and baseball camps at Salt River High School'®

WE’RE YOUR

We're Your Casino, Arizona.

Casino Arizona is more than a casino. It's familiar faces, unparalleled levels of comfort

and it's always here when you're ready. No one knows you like we do.
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Community Members Take Part in Art Exhibition and
Panel Discussion

== Qi < :
From left to right: SRPMIC Council Representative Jacob Butler, and Community member Thomas "Brdéatedns observe a painting created by Breeze for the Earth & Sky exhibit at the Tempe Center for Art
Marcus, along with Kyle Mitchell (Diné) share their thoughts of cultural representation, during the Land which opened last monfdhoto courtesy of Tempe Center for the Arts

Stewardship panel discussion on Januaryheto courtesy of Neil Schwartz Photography

CHRISTOPHER LOMAHQUAHU
O’odham Action News
Christopher.Lomahquahu@srpmic-nsn.gov

Ginger Sykes Torres (Diné) and Kyle Breeze contributed his artwork to a and music, and science with Indigenc
Mitchell (Diné). currently running exhibition at Tempe perspectives to envision a sustainabl
Butler, who served as the longtime Center for the Arts called Earth & Sky, world that learns lessons from the pa
Thomas “Breeze” Marcus and Salt SRPMIC Community Garden coordinawhich focuses on the connections of Ingresent and future.
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Communitor, imparted his experience with land digenous peoples to the natural environ- Earth & Sky is on display in the ga
ty Council Representative Jacob Butlemanagement and stewardship from anment. According to the press release, tleey at Tempe Center for the Arts unti
represented the SRPMIC at the Land Indigenous perspective and how thoseexhibition “examines timely topics like April 22. Admission is free to the pub:
Stewardship from Indigenous Perspec-cultural practices bring back the liveli- land stewardship ecology and culture lic. For more information, visit www.
tives panel discussion held at the Tempmod of the people. that ties people to this region.” tempecenterforthearts.com or call (4¢

Center for the Arts on January 19. Torres is the State Executive Direc-

The accompanying panel aligned  350-2867.

According to a press brief about the tor for the USDA Arizona Farm Servicewith the exhibition’s subject matter,

event, it focused on the lessons learnedgency. Mitchell is a storyteller at
from traditions from the perspectives oSouth Mountain Community College,
Indigenous people. The panel also in- where he makes connections with Ind
cluded Michael Namingha (Hopi Tewa)enous students and culture.

exploring topics of concern to tribal
communities in Arizona and discussing
igindigenous Futurism,” which involves

XVLQJ PHGLD VXFK DV WKH YLVXDO DUWYV ¢ O

Arizona In

di stil 202

y

f

Photos by OAN and Daniel Martinez, CRO Multi-Media Division.

CHRISTOPHER LOMAHQUAHU
O’odham Action News
Christopher.Lomahquahu@srpmic-nsn.gov

There was a traditional village area
the festival, which included traditional
artisans and homes used by the tribes

From February 4-5, the Arizona such as the Navajo and Hopi people.
American Indian Tourism Association The festival is meant to bring aware
hosted the annual Arizona Indian Festiness to the public about the history of
val at the Scottsdale Civic Center. indigenous tribes in Arizona and is he

Dancers from all over Indian Countryin conjunction with the City of Scotts-
came out to showcase their cultural hedale's western week.
tage through arts & crafts and dancing.

i | ment to destroy sacred sites, accordin

8| Apache Stronghold in the case.

inth Circuit Court to Hear Arguments Involvi
ture of Oak Flat

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

of the Religious Freedom Institute.
Religious liberty law scholars as well
the Mennonite Church USA, the Sikh

During the week of March 20, the ~ Coalition, the Jewish Coalition for Re

| Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in Pasa-ligious Liberty, and Protect the 1st als

dena, California, will hear oral argu-  Provided their arguments. _
ments in the case of Apache Stronghold The Association on American India

v. United States to decide the fate of th@ffairs and the National Association o
sacred Oak Flat site in Arizona. /ULEDO +LVWRULF 3UH

The site is on the National Register &rgued that sacred places remain vite
of Historic Places. and in 2014. the  important to the continued existence
government ordered a land exchange of tribal nations and that the propose
in which the land at Oak Flat would be land exchange would lead to irrepara
given to Resolution Copper, a foreign- damage to Oak Flat and exacerbate
owned mining company. existing and historical suppression of

$SDFKH 6WURQJKROG Uil gutirs g religions, among

| community organization dedicated to Other arguments.

defending holy sites and freedom of re- "It iS encouraging to see a diverse
ligion, lost its initial appeal to the Ninth coalition of tribes, religious groups
Circuit after a three-judge panel decided?d scholars stand up in defense of
that the land-swap deal did not violate 'eligious freedom of Western Apache:
their free exercise of religion. said Luke Goodrich, vice president ar
A majority of the Ninth Circuit's 29 ~Senior counsel at Becket. _
active judges voted in November 2022 ‘Itis long past time for our nation fc

I8 (0 rehear the case “en banc” (with all €nsure that Native American religious
|| the judges present) and will convene Practices receive the same respect al
{ | a special panel of 11 judges to decide protection enjoyed by all other faiths.

On February 5 at noon, the O’odha

iipaash Alliance gathered in Mesa a

s ofhe &gtaly 19 Bagip & iy
protect Oak Flat.

If the court doesn't intervene, the ~_“AS We run through the Valley, we
government can turn over the use of th@{témpt to touch places that need pra
land at Oak Flat to Resolution Copper. {0 l€t our ancestors know we still

On January 9, friend-of-the-court ~ femember these places and carry the
o DPLFXV FXULDH ¢ OL QMU orypr maigRunsing Deer, a
ferent religious organizations argued Mmember of the alliance.
sthat the government’s position in this e don't want to lose Oak Flat or
case would gut civil rights protections deal with the consequences Resoluti
for people of all faiths. Organizations Copper poses towards Indigenous co
submitting these briefs include the ~ Munities. _

Christian Legal Society, the Church of _Apache Stronghold will hold the

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the ninth annual Oak Flat _March/Run fror
Seventh-day Adventists, and the IslamFebruary 16 to 19, which includes a T
and Religious Freedom Action Team hono O’odham blessing on February

whether the law allows the govern-

WR %HFNHW /DZ WKH ¢
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O’odham Lore Shared at Winter Storytelling Event
_ 3 }

s A

winter months.

Other lore states that it was not
appropriate for people to sleep when
they J}%‘Wﬁg Q §1$ sngR 1oy Jal
asleep, It takes away from the memory|
of the storyteller. In the old days the
storyteller would appoint someone to

Lewis presented a series of three  watch the people. They would have a |
stories: Ho'ok, Eagleman (Vonda), stick, and when they saw someone fall{#

Traditional storytelling took center White Clay Eater, and Yellow Buzzard.ing asleep, they would wake them up
stage, immersing audience members iftach of these stories follows charac- with it,” said Lewis.
the world of O’odham lore, on Janu- ters through a series of events, such as Lewis said the stories are also told
ary 26 when Salt River Pima-Maricopacourageous acts to save a village. Partstarting at sunset and can go all the wg
Indian Community members and guestsf the fun is passing down the spoken to sunrise over the course of a couple |
were treated to traditional O’odham stdanguage, tribal lore and life lessons toof days, often four days. Throughout

*5,& TULEDO +LVWRULF 3UHVHUYDWLRQ 2IAFHU %DUQDE\ /HZL
storytelling event on January 26.

CHRISTOPHER LOMAHQUAHU
O’odham Action News
Christopher.Lomahquahu@srpmic-nsn.gov

traditional stories for over 20 years.

ries that are told only during the winternew generations.

months. The traditional stories were told at
For this year’s winter storytelling,  winter gatherings because winter is th

Gila River Indian Community Tribal

+LVWRULF 3UHVHUY DW Lk&Qing therk orddRing@évplé. Lewidanguage of the Community.

Lewis was invited share traditional WDONHG RI D VSHFLy¢ F
O’odham stories. Lewis is from Districtcalled “Rattlesnake House,” where
1 (Blackwater) and has been telling

rattlesnakes go to hibernate during the

the course of the evening, Lewis would
recite parts of the story in English and
ghen go back over in O’'odham Aiok to

KLOO ORFDWHG RQ *5,&

Top: Listeners bundled in jackets and blankets, tc
their best to stary warm. Above: Community mem
JDWKHU DURXQG WKH AUH G.

Seniors Enjo

=
[

y New Beading Class

Seniors in the zone, learning how to make beaded earrings.

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

beading, and luckily we have a couple
of coordinators on our team that have
experience beading. Judging by today

On January 28, Salt River Pima- ~ We had a good turnout.”
Maricopa Indian Community seniors en- Laberta Collins is a senior who took
joyed a morning of beading fun as theyPart in the class._ She said it was a fun
learned how to make beaded earrings. and relaxing activity.

Josephine Figueroa, social programs |'d like to thank the [staff] for tak-
manager, said that the class was a waynd time to work on a Saturday and fo
for Senior Services to provide a spe- being patient with us,” said Collins. “It

cialty craft class without interfering withWas time consuming, but we enjoyed
their regular craft day. every minute of it. It was a learning

“Beading requires a quiet time and €xperience for a lot of us and a refres
more instruction than we usually do at course for some people.
our craft time,” said Figueroa. “Some
seniors have expressed interest in doing

i | Community Outreach and Education

‘Soda With Security’ Focuses on Suicic
Prevention

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Jacob Forston of the Arizona Attorne
*HQHUDOTTV 21¢ FH ZKF
A fact that was discussed was the

On January 19, the Salt River School§at teen copycat suicides are a real
VHFXULW\ WHDP SDUW QW8I I & \RERAGHNS qUigids cps
of the Arizona Attorney General and ~ Nas been sensationalized, some teer
may view it as a way out for them as
to raise awareness of the stigmatized, Well, after seeing or hearing about it.
and often taboo, topic of suicide with ~ Forston noted some of the signs th
a Suicide Prevention & Awareness ~ Someone is contemplating suicide:
presentation at the Accelerated Learnirfgfl@nges in friends and interests, dep
: Academy Lecture Hall. sion and isolation, serious legal troub

Suicide is the second leading cause #QALFWLQJ VHOI KDUF
death among youth ages 15 to 24, and WHPSWV PDNLQJ ¢ QD
IRXU RXW RI ¢ YH WHH QQaPsgsgian witly deathposspicige |
cide have given clear warning signs. The After the presentation, Safety and
security team chose this topic becauseS€curity Manager Esteban Lopez led
IDPLOLHV LQ WKH &R P PXRGYSHPD Yith GOERuaiy mabers
from the discussions. about what they _earned. _

'KLOH OHDUQLQJ D E R XWne/Gompugty mempbeggiged th
topic, Community families gathered ~ €oncern that su]C|de rates and numbe
in the hall and enjoyed a meal from N the Community are not talked abot

Chipotle with soda that was provided €nough, which started a conversatior
hﬁj the security team. Myths and facts about how to tailor suicide preventior
about suicide was the main focus of théresentations to Native Americans, o
presentation_ PRUH VSHFL¢ FDOO\ &
One of the myths talked about was I you are, or know of, a teenager
the idea that suicide rates are highest Within Arizona who is in crisis, call Te
around the holidays. The highest rates Liféline at (602) 248-TEEN (8336) or

are actually in the spring and are assodB66) 248-8336. You can also call the
ated with “winter blues,” according to National Suicide Prevention Hotline &

r

(800) 273-TALK (8255).
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design | utilized stylized Huhugam
linear work. And then | wanted to

represent air by utilizing the arrow-
head, so there’s the little Huhugam

It's interesting, you know, seeing yourself on that |
screen. It was cool seeing my work up there that |
in front of so many people, but it was awkward ha
ing that camera in your face and just kind of sitting

L3
_\\‘- \_GT1 , “7‘
B

arrowheads incorporated into the surthere for like two minutes, waving,” said Manuel.

| thought air, because you know the “As they brought the camera up and the productio
DUURZ KDV A DVKHG WikdhRu4s] tilkMoKdme the pebple@round us wer
so that’s why | utilized that in the de- like ‘What’s going on? Who is this guy?’ You can s

sign. Finally, | utilized the basketball they’re looking back at me. After the video played,

as the representation of earth, because the basketverybody sitting around us was all hyped and sta
EDOO QHHGYV WKH JURXQG WR BERXQGH RHI RVW, W XORCBY NLR GV R

BY TASHA SILVERHORN after | got the ball rolling.”

O’odham Action News
tasha.silverhorn2@srpmic-nsn.gov

of the Phoenix Suns, or the colors utilized for
On Thursday, January 26, Salt River Pima-Mari- g,:il?vr\;g'hnﬁfg gr(i)gﬁl%til\-'/%?)ﬁgged to
copa Indian Community member and artist DwayneColors for this project
Manuel was featured as one of the Phoenix Suns’ The day before thé game
Originativ Collab artists. Manuel designed a T-shirt the Phoenix Suns released '
for the Suns featuring his unique style of artwork. a video of Manuel and the
Ecstatic about the opportunity to design for the design of the T-shirt on their
Suns, Manuel put a lot of thought and considerationSOCiaI media pages. Manue/
into the concept and design for the shirt. The desig htroduced himself and
represents not only the team, but also the people OEaIked about his journey
the land where they play. as an artist, explaining
Manuel went back to his mother, Alice Manuel, arhcgw his artWork exXDresses
sister, Raeanne Brown, for references to the O’odh b

basket designs of the sun. The sun was the core symbiﬁ?rﬁngrt%ﬂﬁbriﬁgg? tc)JLrJ;tes
bol in the design. P y P

3:LWK WKH VXQ >UHSUHVHQW\%€g ?Qigns f eoéw(%?ﬁ“%"ﬁgﬁ
Iso a)pexvo% tlﬁseJ #barjm

DOO WKH HOHPHQWYV ¢ UH ZD
t the Suns game against the Da

Manuel hopes this opportunity to establish a rel

Manuel could use his own colors, the team colordionship with the Phoenix Suns organization and c

organizations in the Valley, not only for him k
for all Native artists, will continue to
educate and inform people abol
the Native American commu-
nities in Arizona. He hopes
that this is not just a one-tim
thing and that there are mor
collaborations with the tribes
in the years to come.

“It feels good; it's a grea
opportunity, because I've
been a fan of the Phoenix

Suns since the 1990s, and s
of course, the Phoenix Suns is
our team. It was exciting to no\
get an opportunity to design a
shirt for them,” said Manuel.
“I'm really proud of what I've
done with that design.”

Manuel, explaining the design concept. “I utilized th
O’odham water design or river design ... throughou? :
e as Mavericks.
the back of the [shirt], in blue. Through that water “It was an awkward experience.

SRPMIC Traditional Dancers Continue On Under Direction of Cultural Resources Department

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO member of Teens in Action, Vickie’s daughter Helendance group along with other family and Communi

hris pciab e nen. gov Andrews, CRD Multimedia Manager, stepped up andembers,” Moyah continued. “It's a wonderful exp

expressed her desire to continue as the lead advisarfoe watching all of the young ones learn the danc

Established in 1996 by the youth group Teens in the group. ' ~and their meanings. I'm so thankful for the opportu
Action to represent the Onk Akimel O'odham (“Salt “After talking with CRD management and having nity to continue to learn along with them.”

River People” in the O’odham language), the Salt & meeting with all involved, the transfer of the group The group continues to perform a variety of dan

River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community TraditionalSWitched to me as lead advisor and housed under from social dances to dances performed only by th

Dancers have been a part of the SRPMIC Cultural R&D. a few months before Vickie’s retirement,” saidemales of the group. The more recognizable danc

. FLDOO\ DQQRXQFHG WKH FKDQ9theragyigorg gre@?baw@ww@@s and Kaihy Veesyl he group participates in events ranging from Ci

The group began with a focus on providing an both Commun!ty members and e_mployee_s of t e_tritnm,nity events to meetings,_ conferen_ces_ and Valley
opportunity for its members to gain more knowledg&nd the lead singer is SRPMIC Vice-President Ricaedents hosted by surrounding organizations. Rece
of O’odham culture and traditions through song and-€onard. . the group performed at a Phoenix Suns game duri
dance, with the goal to pass those teachings on to fu-To this day, some of the original youth who startethe player introductions and at halftime. _
ture generations and ignite a spark in young people“?@_ group continue to sing and dance along with their The group does not have a set schedule, but it v
take an interest in who they are and where they corfildren, and in the past year another level of dancdxs resuming practices again soon, which are sche
from. has been added, geared toward seniors. twice a month.

The previous lead advisor to the group was Vickie “Being in the dance group means that even asa Anyone who would like to learn any of the songs
Andrews, former Recreation Director who retired inSenior citizen | still get to practice and carry on our and dances or join the group can contact Helema
2018. culture and traditions,” said Esther Moyabh. Andrews at helema.andrews@srpmic-nsn.gov or (

Recreation Department staff were going to con- "My husband sings, and my daughter, granddaugs62-6328.
tinue to oversee the group, but as an original foundifgand two great-grandchildren participate in the
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We're Your Casino , Arizona.

Casino Arizona is more than a casino. It's familiar faces,

unparalleled levels of comfort and it's always here when

you're ready. No one knows you like we do.
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If you have a story idea, please

call or email Senior Reporter

Chris Lomahquahu at
(480) 362-3159

or emalil
christopher.lomahquahu
@srpmic-nsn.gov

Leave your name, number and
brief message and he will get
back to you

.~ O'ODHAM ACTI
NEWS SUBSCRIPT

| Enrolled SRPMIC MEMB

| sign up for your FRI
O'odham Action Newspa

| subscription. Call Dodie Mar

| at (480) 362-7731 and prc

| your SRID number, DOB
| address. Once informatiol
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| issues to proces

Ruben Guerrero Named CEO of Salt
River Materials Group

BY TASHA SILVERHORN
O’odham Action News
tasha.silverhorn2@srpmic-nsn.gov

President lvan Makil, former Legisla-
tive Affairs Assistant Jacob Moore, M
don Fulwilder, Jonah Ray and formel
SRPMIC President Diane Enos.

3, DP D ¢ UP EHOLHYF
people who look like you and talk like
you, it gives you that motivation to dc
whatever you want. Seeing other In-
digenous people succeeding within a
outside of the Community gave me tl
motivation to choose this career path
he said. Guerrero holds bachelor’s
degrees in political science and Ame
can Indian Studies from Arizona Stat
University.

Guerrero said that the main priority
for SRMG going forward is to contint
to be a revenue source for the Com-
munity and to offer SRPMIC member
more employment opportunities.

On Wednesday, January 18, Salt
River Materials Group (SRMG) named
Ruben Guerrero Jr. as its new CEO.
Guerrero had been the director of cor-
porate affairs at SRMG for the past nin
years, where he gained knowledge an
JXLGDQFH IURP WKH ¢
Roger Smith Jr.

SRMG is a Community-owned enter;
prise of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community. It was established i
1981 as Salt River Sand and Rock, an
it purchased Phoenix Cement Compa
in 1987. Today SRMG provides ce-
PHQWY DJJUHJDWHYV
products to construction projects acrog
the United States and Canada.

Guerrero brings to his new CEO pos
tion 20 years of knowledge in public
policy and government relations, SOMesrpMIC member Ruben Guerrero appointed as the
thing that interested him when he was @w CEO of SRMG.
young man in the Young River People’s . )

Council. _ About Salt River Materials Group

Guerrero recalled attending the management and commercial develop-

National Congress of American Indiangl€Nt company and an enterprise of the Headquartered at the SRPMIC
(NCAI) with the SRPMIC Youth Coun- SRPMIC, and he was elected chairmarChaparral Business Park near Scott-
cil. “I always had an interest in policy of the board in January 2012. sdale, AZ, Salt River Materials Grouf
so for me it was an opportunity to gain _ Guerrero said that he had the great is a leading supplier of portland and
experience ...." Guerrero served as anpleasure to learn from longtime SRMGPDVRQU\ FHPHQWYV A\

DLGH LQ WKH RI¢; FH R1I $Eg Reg rSQ"U‘H' tgfngﬂs passingozzolans, both normal and light-
tive Raul M. Grijalva in the mid-2000s, 7€ plans 0 contin Value  weight aggregates, and natural gyps

WKHQ ZRUNHG LQ WKH ﬁ}g’i@@egt ag|theghreshqld from whichproducts throughout Arizona and the
Congressional and Legislative Affairs. 1€ company cbnducts 5 business: _ Southwestern United States. SRMG

In August 2011 he was appointed to the, > Y R¢ WDELOLW\ WKH 5 kiddaNead2t inprodiriy Sustainabl
board of directors of Salt River Devel- rltyv ACCOUntab|I|ty, Excellence.” prOdUCtS and praCtlces throughout thi

Other people who have been a posi-manufacturing and building industries
opment Company (DEVCO), anasset |\ "\ ™ "5 A XHOFH LQFOXGH IRUPHU 6530, &

The SRPMIC Health and Human Services Department
is seeking culturally inspired logo design entries for
the new Journey To Recovery Center.

The Journey To Recovery Center is located at the so uthwest corner of HWY87
and McDowell Road next to the River People Health C enter. The project site
consists of approximately 12 acres. The anticipate d opening is early 2024.

$500 and a Talking Stick
Entertainment District

Navajo Nation Delegation
Visits SRPMIC

President Martin Harvier and Council Representative Mikah Carlos led Navajo Nation President Buu |
right end), a