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SRPMIC HHS Prevention 
and Intervention Services 
Hosts SafeTALK Training

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

On September 12, Melanie 
Nosie and Vurlene Notsinneh-
Bowekaty from the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Com-
munity’s Health and Human 
Services Department conducted 
a SafeTALK suicide-prevention 
training session for all SRPMIC 
staff. 

SafeTALK consists of four 
steps anyone can take to become 
more understanding of people 
who are trying to overcome trau-
matic struggles and help those 
who may experience thoughts of 
suicide. 

SafeTALK stands for Tell, 
Ask, Listen and KeepSafe: 

T — Tell people you trust 
about your thoughts and feelings.

A — Ask people bereaved by a 
suicide what kind of support they 
need and if they have thoughts of 
suicide themselves.

L — Listen to the stories of 
those wo have lost friends or 
loved ones to suicide. Hear their 
pain, attend to their distress and 
help them search for meaning in 
the loss.

K — Keep people safe from 
suicide while creating a safe 
space for them to share their sor-
row.

Vurlene Notsinneh-Bowekaty (left) and Melanie Nosie (right) hosted the SafeTALK class which 
featured video presentations, slideshows, and a group discussion. 

Continued on page 3

SRFD Firefi ghter Christopher 
Gannon Wins Firefi ghter of 
the Year Award

Veterans Representatives Gather to Support 
Community Member Enlisted in Army

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

On September 5, family and friends of Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
member Jacob Hunter Charlie came together 
at the Round House Café for a special meal to 
celebrate his decision to join the Army.

The very next week, he was deployed.
Beginning as a private, Charlie will be an 

M1 Armor Crewman MOS (military occu-
pational specialties) 19K (kilo) operating the 
M1 Abrams tank. He will be stationed at Fort 
Moore in Georgia for six months before com-
ing home for a couple weeks at Christmas. 
Then he’ll return to training, graduating in 
March. From there, he will be assigned to a 
yet-undecided duty station.

“I’m excited to go anywhere,” Charlie 
told O’odham Action News. “I’m excited to 
take another path and start my actual life and 
career. I’m thankful for my family being here 
to send me off. We’ve always been a military 
family, so it’s something that I’m used to. My 
parents and family are proud, and making 
them proud makes me happy.”

Charlie’s family reached out to the SRP-
MIC Veterans Representatives to see if they 
could arrange a special send-off, and the of-
fi ce was happy to help.

“From what I see, there is a beautiful fam-
ily here and I really like this interaction,” said 

Veterans Representative Amanda White to 
everyone in attendance. “I like that there are 
Community members who are stepping up 
and joining the military service. It’s going to 
be a lot of dedication. Stay focused out there, 
and bring that back here.”

Veterans Representative Troy Truax said 
that Charlie will have big shoes to fi ll—those 
of past SRPMIC veterans who have served in 
the military before him.

SRPMIC member Jacob Hunter Charlie, mother Alicia and father Al Charlie, thanked friends and family for their support before 
Jacob was deployed in September. 

Continued on page 3

Salt River Fire Department Firefi ghter Christopher Gannon holds his United Firefi ghter 
of the Year Award, presented by United Fire Equipment Company. Phot o court esy of  C R O  
C om m unicat ions and M ark et ing Specialist  D eedra D allas
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Get Connected 
with Saddleback today!

480.362.7150 
800.611.9753

www.saddlebackcomm.com

Residential customers only. Call for details.

Basic Average Fast Very Fast

500
Mbps

$39.95 
PER MONTH

$49.95 
PER MONTH

$54.95 
PER MONTH

$129.95 
PER MONTH

25
Mbps

$109.95 
PER MONTH

250
Mbps

$89.95 
PER MONTH

100
Mbps

50
Mbps

15
Mbps

�
PLUS

Community Members 
Get $25/month 
SRPMIC Credit 

Get FiberSpeed Internet from Saddleback 
for Video Calls, Emails, Texts, Social Media & More! 
Pick the Internet Speed You Need 

GET CONNECTED WITH 
WHAT MATTERS MOST...
EMPLOYMENT & 
ENTERTAINMENT
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SRFD Firefi ghter Christopher Gannon Wins 
Firefi ghter of the Year Award

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

Every year, United Fire 
Equipment Company, which 
has offi ces in Tucson and 
Tempe, presents its Firefi ght-
er of the Year Award to a fi re-
fi ghter in Arizona as a way of 
recognizing the brave actions 
of the men and women who 
protect the state’s people and 
property. This year’s award 
ceremony took place on 
September 7 and marked the 
company’s 30th annual award 
ceremony.

“The winner of this award 
has been not only a hero, but 
a role model. The program 
recognizes an individual who 
executed their skills in an 
especially effective and in-
spiring manner,” said United 
Fire Equipment President and 
CEO Daniel Matlick. “For 
these reasons and more, it is 
our pleasure to induct [Salt 
River Fire Department] Fire-
fi ghter Christopher Gannon 
as the 30th Annual Firefi ghter 
of the Year.”

The judges this year were 
John Kemp (Florence Fire 
Department), Dave Staub 
(Payson Fire Department), 
Bob Badgett (Gilbert Fire 
Department), Tom Shannon 
(Scottsdale Fire Department) 
and Dave Kean (Casa Grande 

Fire Department). They 
judged the award fi nalists 
without knowing their fi re de-
partment affi liation, location 
or gender, or whether it was a 
volunteer or career fi refi ghter. 

Gannon was recognized 
for his heroic effort in sav-
ing the life of fellow SRFD 
fi refi ghter Tyler Packer in a 
tragic accident last year. 

Packer recovered and is 
now back to work again at 
the SRFD.

“I’m not only very hon-
ored, but extremely hum-
bled,” said Gannon as he 
received the award. “Little 
did I know how much that 
day’s events would impact 
my life. When I heard about 
the nomination, I thought to 

myself, ‘I just did my job.’”
Gannon said that he wasn’t 

the only person who respond-
ed to the call. As far as he is 
concerned, everybody else 
who responded did their job. 

“Several people had major 
roles that day, and this award 
could have gone to any one 
of them.”

Continued from front page

Veterans Representatives Gather to Support 
Community Member Enlisted in Army

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community member Jacob Hunter Charlie (middle right), along with friends and family, come together for a photo at the Round House 
Café, where they had a special meal to celebrate his decision to join the Army.

Continued from front page

Left to right: Firefi ghter Immanuel Chavez, Secretary Benjalina Villalpando, Deputy Chief Mike Mink, Offi ce Manager Linda 
Leidecker, Deputy Chief Randy Villa, Acting Fire Chief Tsosie Wood, Firefi ghter Christopher Gannon, Firefi ghter Tyler Packer, 
Firefi ghter Orlando Tolano, Firefi ghter Jonathan Hattabaugh, Fire Engineer Terry Kubal, Deputy Chief Nelson Wood. Phot o 
court esy of  C R O  C om m unicat ions and M ark et ing Specialist  D eedra D allas

“It sheds a positive light, having 
young Community members step up and 
answer the call to serve the country,” 
said Truax. “We need more young Com-

munity members to join any branch they 
[like]. But make sure you make the best 
choice for you in the long run, especially 
with your education.”

O'ODHAM ACTION 
NEWS SUBSCRIPTION

Enrolled SRPMIC 
MEMBERS sign up for your 
FREE O'odham Action 
Newspaper subscription. 
Call Kari Haahr at (480) 
362-2698 and provide your 
SRID number, DOB and 
address. Once information 
is verified, it may take up 
to 2 - 3 issues to process. 

If you have a story idea, please 

call or email Managing Editor, 
Dodie Manuel at (480) 362-

7731 or email dodie.manuel@
srpmic-nsn.gov

Leave your name, number and 

brief message and she will get 

back to you
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Nosie and Notsinneh-Bowekaty 
informed the class that Indian Country 
continues to suffer from a high suicide 
rate. The goal for the SafeTALK class 
was to increase support within the Com-
munity by having staff learn more about 
suicide-prevention resources, how to 
recognize troubling warning signs, and 
steps they can take to help someone who 
is having thoughts of suicide. While 
suicide is not an easy topic to discuss, 
avoiding direct and open conversations 
about suicide is not helpful and could be 
dangerous.

After a suicide, people may feel alone, 
devastated, guilty, angry and more. The 
SafeTALK class detailed that feelings 
people experience after a suicide are not 
right or wrong, they simply locate where 
we hurt. Talking through tough emotions 
with people we trust is one of the best 
ways to heal and overcome. 

The training featured an educational 
video to illustrate how to detect thoughts 
of suicide in someone close and how to 

be proactive if ever someone were to 
discuss suicide. The scenarios showcased 
outlined different ways people can com-
municate their traumas. For example, 
during one of the video clips, a male 
passenger on a city bus shares with the 
bus driver how he’s needing prostate 
cancer treatment and is afraid to tell his 
wife. The despondent man tells the bus 
driver everything will be fi ne because he 
“knows a way how to fi x everything,” 
which prompts the bus driver to ask if 
the man is considering suicide. When 
the passenger shrugs and asks, “And if 
I am?”, the bus driver compassionately 
suggests that he can call his dispatcher 
to radio medical help for the passenger. 
The man thinks about his situation and 
agrees, allowing the bus driver to get him 
the help he needs. 

Suicide can be prevented, and all per-
sons with thoughts of suicide need to be 
taken seriously. “If you notice your fam-
ily member, co-worker or friend going 
from happy all the time to sad, quiet and 
not acting like their usual self, check in 
with them,” said Nosie. Often the most 
profound method of help is talking about 
suicide with someone you trust. 

Nosie and Notsinneh-Bowekaty also 
conducted a similar SafeTALK train-
ing with youth and teens at the Way of 
Life Facility earlier in September. The 
45-minute SafeTALK session for the 
youth educated them on suicide preven-
tion, awareness and the help that is avail-
able to them at any time, day or night. 

The trainers also notifi ed the class that 
SafeTALK training was being considered 
to be included into the Community’s 
new-hire orientation in the future for 
all staff. The attendees supported this 
proposal, and the collective consensus 
quickly became that suicide-prevention 
training is needed on a more frequent 
basis. 

The September SafeTALK training 
was well-received, with a high rate of 
turnout and participation. Throughout 
the three-hour training, many attendees 
openly discussed their emotions and 
sensitive thoughts they’ve experienced 
without judgment or criticism from 
others in the training. This was a huge 
indicator of the positive impact of the 
SafeTALK class, showing that the 
Community is receptive to communi-
cating more openly, continuing to heal 
and creating a supportive environment 
for all. 

Additional SafeTALK training ses-
sions are currently being planned for 
several dates in the future.

The SafeTALK class featured great discussions about 
how Community Members and staff handle their 
complex emotions. Many shared their feelings and 
were met with support and empathy. 

Melanie Nosie gave out stickers to the class showing 
they are now trained on how to talk with others 
regarding suicide. 

Continued from front page

SRPMIC HHS Prevention and Intervention Services Hosts SafeTALK Training

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

On September 12, Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community members 
were invited to pick up a “tribal food 
box” at the Food Bank, donated by St. 
Mary’s Food Bank and packed with 
traditional Native ingredients.

The event was a partnership between 
the Food Bank and the SRPMIC WIC 
program. About 100 attendees picked up 
a box, including nine WIC clients.

Inside the food boxes were chicken, 
Anasazi beans, Navajo Pride fl our, corn, 
tomato sauce and Pilkan Haak Chu’i 
(Fine-Grind Parched Pima Club Wheat 
Pinole) from Ramona Farms. 

Community Health and Nutrition 
Supervisor Margaret Fisher, MS, RDN, 
CDCES, said that tribal food boxes can 
help Native people overcome health 
disparities.

“Studies are showing that when 
people include traditional foods in their 
eating habits, they tend to consume 
more nutrients and less calories as well 
as [gain] a strengthened cultural capac-

ity and [improve their] overall well-
being,” said Fisher.

Fisher said that culture especially 
matters in communications about food, 
and that the boxes provide a link to lo-
cal food systems and build trust in the 
Community.

“Cultural understanding can build 
trust,” said Fisher. “Food is a big part 
of culture. SRPMIC WIC and program 
partners taking the time to learn more 
about the Indigenous foods of impor-
tance to those we serve will help build 
trust.”

The event also offered insights for 
providing culturally relevant cooking 
advice. 

The University of Arizona’s Coopera-

tive Extension offi ce was on-site to give 
out free samples of dishes made from 
the ingredients in the boxes. 

Other programs participating at the 
event were SRPMIC Diabetes Preven-
tion Services and Child Find, a com-
ponent of the AZ FIND initiative, who 
were on hand to help caregivers prepare 
children age 5 and under for preschool.

Fisher said that WIC provides foods 
that are good for “growing bodies,” con-
nects Community members to nutrition 
resources, and provides healthy meal 
and snack ideas. 

SRPMIC members line up at the SRPMIC Food Bank to receive Tribal Food Boxes from St. Mary's Food Bank. 

Tribal Food Boxes Given Out At Food Bank

Items from the St. Mary's Food Bank Tribal Food Box.

If you or anyone you know is 
experiencing thoughts of suicide, 

please refer to these Keepsafe Con-
nection telephone numbers: 

Emergency: 
911

Suicide Emergency Line: 
988 (voice or text)

Salt River Crisis Line: 
(480) 850-9230

Salt River 
Behavioral Health: 

(480) 278-7742

24-Hour Crisis Hotlines: 
1-800-273-8255 

(Nationwide)
1-800-631-1314 or 

(602) 222-9444 
(Maricopa County)

State of Arizona:
(844)-534-4673

Non-Crisis Warmlines: 
(A “warmline” allows you to speak to 

a peer)
(602) 347-1100 

(Maricopa / Pinal / Gila Counties)
(520) 770-9909
(Pima County)  
(888)-404-5530 

(Northern Arizona)

For more information, contact the SR Public Works Department 
at 480-362-5600 or email PWCustomerService@srpmic-nsn.gov

  First come, first serve (No holds)
  Must bring your own help and
   equipment to load up furniture
  No deliveries
  Must present SRP-MIC tribal ID

*FOR SRP-MIC ENROLLED COMMUNITY MEMBERS

FRE TABLES 

& CHAIRS!

For more information, contact the SR Public Works Department 
at 480-362-5600 or email PWCustomerService@srpmic-nsn.gov

  First come, first serve (No holds)
  Must bring your own help and
   equipment to load up furniture
  No deliveries
  Must present SRP-MIC tribal ID

*FOR SRP-MIC ENROLLED COMMUNITY MEMBERS

FRE TABLES 

& CHAIRS!



October 5, 2023 O'odham Action News 5

C

tive Extension offi ce was on-site to give 
out free samples of dishes made from 
the ingredients in the boxes. 

Other programs participating at the 
event were SRPMIC Diabetes Preven-
tion Services and Child Find, a com-
ponent of the AZ FIND initiative, who 
were on hand to help caregivers prepare 
children age 5 and under for preschool.

Fisher said that WIC provides foods 
that are good for “growing bodies,” con-
nects Community members to nutrition 
resources, and provides healthy meal 
and snack ideas. 
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Accelerated Learning Academy Hosts “Fall Into 
Reading” Event

Violet Talgo (left) and Layla Carlos (middle) with Salt River Elementary School Teacher Dawn Meyers (right) 
celebrate literacy while dressed in costumes.  

Luis A. Lopez and family celebrate the joy of reading while visiting the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community Police Department booth. 

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

On September 14, the Accelerated 
Learning Academy (ALA) hosted its 
second annual “Fall into Reading Co-
splay” event in the ALA gymnasium. 
This year’s theme was “Careers in 
Cosplay,” and the event held as a way 
to continue to promote literacy within 
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community.

Cosplay is when fans of a book, 
movie, TV show, comic or animated 
series dress up as their favorite char-
acters. Those who dress up are consid-
ered “cosplayers,” and many spend a 
majority of their free time re-creating 
their favorite character’s costume from 
scratch, without any help from Hol-
lywood.

ALA staff invited students and their 
families to dress up as their favorite 
book characters and attend the event 
to get more of an understanding of 
the many ways they can now make a 
career out of cosplay. More than 15 
SRPMIC departments set up informa-
tion booths for families, each hand-
ing out free books, school supplies 
and prizes. As the families visited the 
information booths, soundtracks from 
the Netfl ix TV show Stranger Things 
and the Xbox video game Halo played 

throughout.
The focus during the second annual 

Fall into Reading event was to help 
continue improving literacy in the 
Community and to show examples of 
artists who have turned their dreams 
and passions into legitimate, long-
standing careers. 

Inside the gymnasium, ALA staff 
featured stand-alone displays of artists 
who have launched their careers in 
the entertainment fi eld. One example 
was Michelle Ruff, an award-winning 
artist and graduate of Michigan State 
University. Since she started her career 
in 1989, Ruff has starred in more than 
419 roles from 339 titles ranging from 
television and movies to video games 
and commercials. Ruff’s career path 
was one of the many examples show-
cased to ALA students and their fami-
lies as a path they could possibly take.

Literacy is an important factor for 
successfully navigating any career 
path. The ability to read and write is 
paramount, even in non-performing 
roles such as wardrobe and makeup. 

Thankfully, with the help of the 
teachers and staff at ALA, it is now 
more possible than ever for the 
Community’s youth to improve their 
literacy and begin taking steps to build 
their future careers.

Michelle Ruff’s career snapshot in voice over, acting, and performing was one of the featured artists 
displayed inside the ALA gymnasium. 

There were 
plenty of free 
books, school 
supplies, and 
goodies for 
students and 
their loved 
ones to take 
home. 
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U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell Visits 
Community

Left to Right: SRPMIC President Martin Harvier, U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell, SRPMIC Vice-President 
Ricardo Leonard, HHS Director Joe Remitera, pose for a photo at the River People Health Center during 
Cantwell's visit to the Community. 

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

On September 15, the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity welcomed U.S. Senator Maria 
Cantwell from the state of Washing-
ton, who is a member of the Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Cantwell was in Arizona for the 
last week of the congressional recess 
and wanted to visit Indian Country 
and speak with tribal leaders on im-
portant topics.  

The fi rst stop for Cantwell was the 
River People Health Center, where 
she became more familiar with the 
Community’s progress in the health-
care space and the activities that are 
underway to take over the federal 
functions of the Indian Health Service 
via a self-governance compact, ac-
cording to Offi ce of Legislative Af-
fairs Assistant Gary Bohnee.

At the River People Health Center, 
Cantwell tried tepary beans for the 
fi rst time as RPHC staff were prepar-
ing an O’odham squash bowl made 
with squash grown in the Community 

Garden.
“I’ve never heard of this bean. I’d 

be growing these beans, let me tell 
you,” said Cantwell as she talked 
about the importance of a high-pro-
tein and high-fi ber diet with a pulse-
crop protein source. “Glad to see 
that Indian Country is adopting this 
philosophy and [implementing] it in 
your own facilities.”

Health and Human Services Direc-
tor Joseph Remitera thanked the 
senator for her part in authorizing 
“advanced appropriations” for the 
funding of the RPHC. 

“It was a real honor to have Sena-
tor Cantwell here,” said Remitera. “In 
order for us to complete our mission, 
we need the funding so we can deliver 
care to the Community and all tribal 
enrollees.”  

After the visit to the RPHC, 
Cantwell took part in a discussion 
about the looming federal government 
shutdown, and she met with other 
tribal leaders from the Gila River 
Indian Community and the Colorado 
River Indian Tribes. 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS - EVENTS | 480-362-7740 |     SRPMIC |     SALTRIVERINDIANCOMMUNITY

S A L T  R I V E R  P I M A - M A R I C O P A  I N D I A N  C O M M U N I T Y

SIGN UP 5:30PM CONTEST 7PM

AGE CATEGORIES
1ST & 2ND PLACE WINNERS
0-5 YRS. OLD
6-10 YRS. OLD
11-15 YRS. OLD
16+ YRS. OLD

co
st

um
e contesttr

u n
k  or treat

5PM TO 7PM

M us ic by

DJ

o u
t d

oor movieNIGHTMARE 
BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS & 
CORALINE

BRING YOUR
LAWNCHAIRS

ALA FOOTBALL FIELD | 4827 N. COUNTRY CLUB DR. SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256

SATURDAY 
OCT.28TH

5PM-9PM

CASH ONLY EVENT

FOOD |  FAMILY FUN |  FREE PARKING

THIS IS AN ALCOHOL/DRUG/GANG AND TOBACCO FREE EVENT. NO PETS, FIREARMS OR 
OUTSIDE ICE CHESTS/GRILLS/FOOD ALLOWED.

SRPMIC
PUBLICHEALTH

Questions? Questions? 480.362.2603

Vaccines & Immunizations:
Basics and Common Questions

• Monday through Friday
•

Monday through Friday
8:00am to 5:00pm

•
8:00am to 5:00pm
Specific vaccines are available to Specific vaccines are available to 
Community Members, employees, and Community Members, employees, and 
their families

10295 E Osborn Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85256

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS DEADLINES
 ISSUE        DEADLINE AT NOON
October 19  October 6
November 2 October 20
November 16 November 3

SEND INFORMATION TO DODIE MANUEL at dodie.manuel@srpmic-nsn.gov 
For more information please call (480) 362-7750.
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BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

“I wake up at 3:40 a.m., get 
here at 5 a.m., and then we all 
walk in together, all of the re-
cruits, right at 5:30 a.m.,” said 
Daniel Garcia, one of the eight 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community members 
currently completing fi refi ghter 
recruit training in Mesa this 
fall. 

The 16-week training 
involves early mornings, 
homework and lots of physical 
conditioning. However, each 
challenge the recruits face is a 
building block toward achiev-
ing their dream of becoming 
fi refi ghters for the Community. 

This year’s recruits attend-
ing fi refi ghter training are Dan-
iel Garcia, Alejandro Jimenez-
Hill, Adrienne Scabby, Luis 
A. Lopez, Damian Castro, 
Michael Diaz, Nathaniel Saldi-
var and Jayden Waterman. 

“The training is great; we 
learn and do a lot,” 
said Lopez. The 
recruits traditionally 
attend training from 
5:30 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. 
“We put in 40 hours 
a week, but we also 
have homework we 
need to do. It’s learn-
ing how to balance it 
all.” 

Usually the recruits 
dress in the standard-
issue fi refi ghter shorts 
and T-shirts; how-
ever, they know all 
too well the feeling 
of putting on their 

10-pound fi refi ghter uniform 
in the scorching 110-degree 
Arizona heat. “It’s like wear-
ing a sauna just on your body,” 
said Scabby. 

The recruits train relentless-
ly at the City of Mesa Public 
Safety Training Facility. The 
campus is fi lled with various 
obstacle courses curated to 
simulate real-time situations 
that they will fi nd themselves 
in as fi refi ghters. 

Each recruit is timed in ev-
ery one of the exercises, which 
include using a quicksaw to cut 
open a door, crawling in and 
out of confi ned spaces, swing-
ing a sledgehammer to practice 
their aim, running to connect a 
fi re hose to nearby fi re hy-
drants, and much more. “We 
have to grind it out now. We 
know we have our brothers and 
sisters waiting for us at home,” 
said Jimenez-Hill. 

A fi ve-story training build-
ing sits at the heart of campus. 
Recruits have to run up fi ve 
fl ights of stairs in full uniform 

to complete various timed class 
objectives. Next to the stair-
case, a badge donated by the 
East Valley Regional Recruit 
Fire Academy class of 2018-2 
reads, “Honor those who came 
before you by setting the ex-
ample for the ones to follow.” 
After completing the course, 
all recruits are instructed to tap 
the badge as a way of checking 
in and out. 

Accountability is one of 
the leading factors in build-
ing long-lasting camaraderie 
among the recruits, especially 
when working together with 
other fi refi ghters from fi re 
departments across the Valley. 
Throughout their training, the 
SRPMIC recruits have been 
divided up into smaller teams 
alongside other fi refi ghter 
recruits from Fort McDow-
ell, Maricopa, Mesa, Phoenix 
and other localities. “Being 
here feels like we’re work-
ing together with family; we 
all know one another,” said 
Saldivar.

With only a few more weeks 
remaining before live-fi re 
training and graduation, the 
Community-member recruits 
have already begun to feel 
like their dreams are starting 
to become a reality. “We just 
[commemorated] 9/11, which 
is like a fi refi ghter holiday, and 
I’m realizing that now we’re 
a part of that and it’s just an 
amazing feeling,” said Diaz. 

For the next few weeks, the 

recruits will continue to train 
and develop their fi refi ghter 
skillsets. The hard work that 
they’ve all showcased has 
already given the recruits a 
newfound perspective on life 
and their accomplishments 
thus far. 

“I just feel very lucky to be 
here. I can’t thank my Commu-
nity enough for allowing me to 
be here. I love it,” said Castro.

Damian CastroMichael Diaz Adrienne Scabby Jayden Waterman

Nathaniel SaldivarDaniel Garcia Alejandro Jimenez-Hill Luis A. Lopez

Donated by 
the East Valley 
Regional Recruit 
Fire Academy 
2018-2, this 
plaque rests on 
the ground fl oor 
staircase of the 
City of Mesa 
Public Safety 
Training Facility. 

The City of Mesa Public Safety Training Facility housed many of the timed training 
exercises. 

Eight Community Members Attend Firefi ghter Recruit Training 

Alejandro Jimenez-Hill uses a waterhose and practices putting out a fi re on the 
second story of an apartment complex. 

Adrienne Scabby practices her hand-eye coordination as she swings a sledgehammer during her course event. 

Daniel Garcia uses a STIHL TS 700 Quicksaw to break 
open a door in his timed exercise. 

Jayden Waterman exits out of an air conditioning vent during his close proximity training course.

Nathaniel Saldivar opens a fi re hydrant to release water and connect the 
fi rehose. 
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October Red Dress Walk to Honor Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

On September 9, leaders from the four O’odham 
tribes gathered for the Four Tribes Leadership Meeting 
at the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community’s 
Talking Stick Resort. This was the fi rst time the leaders 
gathered for this meeting since before the COVID-19 
pandemic.

At the meeting, each tribe presented updates on 
activities that are occurring in their communities.

Miss Salt River Kennise McGertt began the gath-
ering with an opening prayer. Also representing the 
SRPMIC were Council members Deanna Scabby and 
Mikah Carlos.

SRPMIC leadership spoke about the newly opened 
transitional housing and the Council’s approval of a 
budget for the upcoming year. They also shared a few 
statistics regarding economic activity in the corridor.

Community representatives also talked about stra-
tegic planning and government services that they have 
been working on.

“After the pandemic, we as a Council knew that 
there needed to be some healing,” said Scabby. “So, we 
looked at our tribal government services that we cur-
rently have in place, [seeking ways] to maximize the 
services we provide to the Community and [where we 
can make improvements] across the departments.”

Scabby said that the Tohono O’odham Nation gave 
an impressive presentation on how their whole tribal 
government works, which included the different vil-
lages. The Tohono O’odham Nation’s representatives 
also introduced their recently elected leadership and 
Legislative Council members. 

Leaders from the Ak-Chin Indian Community spoke 
about the upcoming Masik-Tas celebration in De-
cember and the importance of keeping the O’odham 
language in their Him-Dak (Way of Life). 

Gila River Indian Community representatives talked 
about preparing for the election of the tribe’s governor, 
lieutenant governor and judicial positions.  

Four Tribes Leadership Meeting Held at Talking Stick Resort

BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

The ongoing crisis of missing and 
murdered Indigenous women has be-
come a matter-of-fact situation. It’s an 
unfortunate truth that Indian Country 
knows all too well the meaning behind 
the acronym MMIW. 

This year, Arizona Governor Katie 
Hobbs signed an executive order to 
create the MMIW Task Force, which 
requires a yearly status report be submit-
ted to Governor Hobbs every December 
1 until the year 2026. The task force was 
created with the objective of consulting 
with tribal governments on the scope 
and nature of the issues associated 
with missing and murdered Indigenous 
people in Arizona.

Plans to increase awareness of 
MMIW and to honor lost loved ones in 
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community started just a few years 
ago, prior to the creation of the Arizona 
MMIW Task Force. 

“Back in 2019, my friend Sophia Vil-
lalpando and I saw that different tribes 
were hosting walks, and we really didn’t 
see any of that here,” said Cody Lee 
Makil. “So, we chatted over Facebook 
about it and then we started having our 
monthly walks.” 

Villalpando and Makil both felt it was 
appropriate to take the initiative and 
start hosting walks to honor and remem-
ber Indigenous women who have been 
victims of tragedy. The Red Dress Walk 
began in 2019 with monthly walks in 
the Community. “Sofi a made snacks and 
brought water, and we had red balloons 
for people to release up to the sky as 
a way to honor their loved ones,” said 
Makil. 

Sadly, due to the pandemic, the 
Red Dress Walks had to be postponed. 
Earlier this year the walks restarted, but 
they encountered yet another hurdle 
this summer. “The last walk we had 
was around March/April, but then the 
weather just got too hot, so we had to 
stop,” said Makil. 

Now that the temperature has started 
to ease up after those record-breaking 
consecutive 115-degree days, Villalpan-
do and Makil are gearing up for the next 
Red Dress Walk on Sunday, October 22. 

The walk will begin at the park south 
of the Salt River Multi-Purpose Build-
ing. Walkers will head south to Long-
more Road, go west on McDowell to 
Dobson Road, and then return by the 
same route. Check-in will begin at 10 
a.m. and the walk will start at 10:30 a.m. 
All are welcome to attend. 

Tribal leaders gather at the Four Tribes Leadership Meeting at Talking 
Stick Resort on September 9. Phot o court esy of  A ngela W illef ord

RedMountain Eagle Pow-wow
35th Annual

November 4 & 5, 2023
Salt River Baseball Field

1839 N. Longmore Rd
Scottsdale, Arizona  85256

HOST DRUMS:

NORTHERN CREE
Saddle Lake, Alberta Canada

CRUISIN' SOUTH
Gallup, New Mexico

Tiny Tots (0-6 yrs)
Saturday afternoon sponsored by RMEPC

Special Contests
Men's Fancy Spotlight Dance,

Women's Fancy Spotlight Dance,
Hand Drum Contest, Team Dancing

& Owl Dance

Drum Contest
1st-$3,000 | 2nd - $2,000 | 3rd - $1,000

GRAND ENTRY SCHEDULE
Sat: 1:00pm and 7:00pm
Sun: 1:00pm

GOURD DANCING
Sat: 10:00am and 5:00pm
Sun: 10:00am

E: RedMountainPowwow@gmail.com
PUBLIC EVENT | EVERYONE WELCOME | FREE ADMISSION

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

Golden Age (60+)
Senior Adults (45-59 yrs)
Junior Adults (18-44 yrs)
Teen Division (13-17 yrs)
Junior Divison (7-12 yrs)

$35,000+ Total Prize Money

Applications will be accepted starting 10/2/22. To qualify for sponsorship, applicant must 
have legal AND physical custody* of the children; and child or guardian must be an enrolled 

SRPMIC tribal member in order to apply. 
Gifts will be distributed through a scheduled, no-contact drive through the week of 12/11/22.

To submit an application:
• Go Online to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SRPMICChristmasAngelTreePro-

gram2023
• Call: 480-362-7460 (Leave a message-this is a VOICEMAIL ONLY line)
• Email: ChristmasAngels@srpmic-nsn.gov
• In Person: Social Services Offi ce at 10005 E. Osborn Rd, Building 32 (N. Side of build-

ing)
*Kinship and foster care placements do not qualify for sponsorship at this time, but may be 

eligible for other resources
**Please note: Completing an application DOES NOT guarantee sponsorship. Sponsorships 

will be arranged based on availability and in the order which applications were received.

To submit an application:
Go Online to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SRPMICChristmasAngelTreeProgram2023

Call: 480-362-7460 (Leave a message-this is a VOICEMAIL ONLY line)
Email: ChristmasAngels@srpmic-nsn.gov

In Person: Social Services Office at 10005 E. Osborn Rd, Building 32 (N. Side of building)
Applications will be accepted starting 10/2/22. To qualify for sponsorship, applicant must have legal AND physical 
custody* of the children; and child or guardian must be an enrolled SRPMIC tribal member in order to apply. Gifts 

will be distributed through a scheduled, no-contact drive through the week of 12/11/22.
*Kinship and foster care placements do not qualify for sponsorship at this time, but may be eligible for other resources

**Please note: Completing an application DOES NOT guarantee sponsorship. Sponsorships will be arranged based on 
availability and in the order which applications were received.
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BY JUAN YSAGUIRRE
O’odham Action News

juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

On Monday, September 18, at the 
Way of Life Facility, the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
Health and Wellness department held a 
“Meal Prep Like a Pro” class for Com-
munity seniors. The goal for the class 
was to inform and educate Community 
seniors about the many health benefi ts 
of meal preparation. 

Meal prep involves cooking and stor-
ing meals for a short or long period of 
time for later consumption. Health and 
Wellness Program Director Celinda Joe 
shared with the class a popular method 
of meal prep that is currently gaining 

tons of attention on social media. 
“There is an account on TikTok 

where the person buys a family meal at 
a steakhouse and then splits the meal up 
into smaller portions they can eat later 
in the week,” said Joe. She then added 
how she plans out her own meals in 
advance. “When I do my meal prep, I 
plan for four meals,” said Joe. 

Inside Room 56 at the WOLF, the 
seniors were given a free copy of the 
meal-prep cookbook The Workweek 
Lunch Cookbook, written by Talia Ko-
ren. The book details healthy alterna-
tives for meals as well as instructions 
on how to meal prep. 

The seniors then made their fi rst 
meal-prep dish, turkey avocado wraps. 
Each senior was given low-carb 

tortillas, light mayonnaise, deli-sliced 
turkey, avocados and roasted red bell 
peppers. At only 410 calories, the dish 
was a perfect example of the many 
meals that people of any age can make 
at home and refrigerate to eat a few 
days later. However, their turkey avo-
cado wraps were too delicious to pass 
up, as most everyone in class decided to 
prep their lunch and eat it too. 

For those who wanted to save 
calories and not use a tortilla for their 
wraps, leaves of iceberg lettuce were 
offered to the class as a substitute. “You 
can meal prep with your family, your 
grandkids. They’ll love it,” said Joe. 

As part of the class, each senior was 
given their very own bento box, which 
is a two-sectioned food container. The 

top section was for their turkey avocado 
wrap and the bottom section was for 
healthy snacks, like peanuts, walnuts, 
mandarin oranges and blue corn tortilla 
chips. 

The September meal prep class 
was hosted by the SRPMIC Diabetes 
Prevention Services, and the program 
served up plenty of good food and valu-
able information for the Community 
seniors. Gone are the days when eating 
healthy means eating bland and unsa-
vory foods. Now, with their meal-prep 
cookbook in hand, the Community’s 
seniors are ready to eat more healthy 
and delicious meals they’ve planned out 
themselves. 

Community Seniors Learn How to “Meal Prep Like a 
Pro”

Health and Wellness Program Director Celinda Joe hands out iceberg lettuce as an alternative to low-carb 
tortillas.  

Each Senior who attended the class was given a bento-box for them to fi ll with nutritious foods, snacks 
and fruits. 
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Higher Education Program - Student Stories

Why did you choose your college? 
I chose Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Uni-

versity because of my interest in aeronautics, 
which led me to attend the university. My inter-
est in aviation peaked when I found the fl ight 
training program was integrated into the degree 
program. 

What is your major and why did you choose 
this pathway?  

My major is Aeronautical Science. I am also 
enrolled in the Professional Pilot Fixed-Wing 
Flight Program. I chose this pathway to become 
closer to achieving my dream career and work 
towards being a part of the aviation industry. 

Did you enroll in college immediately after 
high school? Why/why not? 

Yes, I enrolled in Scottsdale Community 
College after graduating high school when I 
was 16 years old. I knew I wanted to continue 
pursuing higher education. However, I was still 
determining what career I wanted to follow 
when I attended my fi rst semester at SCC. 
After my fi rst semester, I found Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University and decided I wanted 
to pursue an education to become a Profes-
sional Pilot.

What was your freshman or fi rst-year expe-
rience like? 

My fi rst year was a very different and unique 
experience, which I am grateful for. The fi rst 
year may have had its challenges and diffi cul-
ties, but it shaped me into the student I am 
today. New experiences and getting out of my 
comfort zone have given me the tools to keep 
pushing forward to accomplish my goals.

What challenges have you faced and how 
have you overcome these challenges? 

The challenges I have faced are learning to 
accept failures and acknowledging that I am 
competent in my ability to do whatever I put 
my mind to, no matter if I am a woman of color 
pursuing a male-dominated career. I overcame 
these challenges by receiving advice and 
encouragement, whether this was by talking 
through them among friends and family or fac-
ing them head-on. 

What is your favorite thing about this 
school/college? 

My favorite thing about Embry-Riddle is 
being inside an aircraft’s cockpit and receiving 
the training necessary to become a professional 
pilot, along with learning new things about the 

world of aviation.

How do you balance your time between 
school, work and family? 

I balance my time between school, work, 
and family by creating a routine that best fi ts 
my schedule. Being on top of my assignments 
and studying has helped me as well. It may 
be challenging, but having things in order is 
rewarding because I can still enjoy the things I 
love, such as spending time with my family or 
doing my hobbies. 

Looking back, is there anything that you 
would do differently? 

I don’t think there is anything I would do 
differently. The lessons and experiences I’ve 
learned and encountered have made me into 
who I am today. I wouldn’t change anything 
differently.

What do you plan on doing once you gradu-
ate? 

After I graduate with my Bachelor’s and 
complete my pilot licenses/ ratings, I plan to be 
a pilot for the U.S. Air Force or a Cargo Airline 
Pilot. 

How has the Higher Education Program 
helped you? 

The Higher Education Program has helped 
me fi nancially and allowed me to pursue my 
dream career. As well as giving me the chance 
to share my story and encourage younger 
people to take advantage of their resources 
to help them further their education or future 
career goals. 

  

LIANNA OLMEDO
Why did you choose your college? 

I chose Simmons University because of 
the reputation it has for the Nursing Graduate 
Programs, specifi cally the Family Nurse Practi-
tioner program. The school is based in Boston. 
I was also drawn to that because Boston is well 
known for medical education. 

What is your major and why did you choose 
this pathway?  

My major is Master of Science in Nursing: 
Family Nurse Practitioner. I decided on this 
degree after working as an RN for over a year. 
I truly felt that I could do more with my career 
and make a bigger impact by advancing my 
education and nursing knowledge. 

Did you enroll in college immediately after 
high school? Why/why not? 

Yes. I got my fi rst degree right after high 
school. My fi rst degree was from ASU and was 
in Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences. 
I went right after high school because I knew I 
wanted to do something in the science/medical 
fi eld. I knew that going to college was going to 
be my best chance at achieving a career in those 
fi elds. 

What was your freshman or fi rst-year expe-
rience like? 

It was scary, exciting, humbling, and fun. I 
lived in the dorms at ASU and it was the fi rst 
time I had ever been on my own. I was pushed 
out of my comfort zone and was forced to be 
held accountable for my own day to day life. I 
still called my mom almost every day though, 
hahah. I met friends freshman year that were 
bridesmaids at my wedding and are still some 
of my best friends to this day. 

What challenges have you faced and how 
have you overcome these challenges? 

I have faced many challenges over my aca-
demic years. I would say the most diffi cult chal-
lenge I face is my own expectations of myself. 
It becomes easy to get down on yourself when 
you don’t make that grade you wanted, or you 
do something less than perfect in clinical. Over 
the years I have learned to treat myself with 
kindness and be proud of where I am. I have 
achieved a lot. I have taken all my shortcoming 
and tried to turn them into something positive to 
better myself for the future. 

What is your favorite thing about this school/
college? 

My absolute favorite thing is just to learn. 
I appreciate that everyday I gain knowledge 
that I didn’t know the previous day. I love that 
through my education I have grown and con-
tinue to grow. 

How do you balance your time between 
school, work and family? 

My husband is my greatest support. School, 
friends, family, work, and personal time are 
all very important. It’s important to have that 
balance and to be honest it’s easy to get off 
balance on your own. He helps me balance all 
these things and is always there with love and 
support. 

Looking back, is there anything that you 
would do differently? 

I do not think that I would change anything 
about the path that I have taken. I believe that 
it has taken me exactly where I should be. I 
am proud of where I am and the direction my 
education and career have taken me. 

What do you plan on doing once you gradu-
ate? 

I would love to work family medicine to 
start my career and I will see where that takes 
me. I would like to go back to school at some 
point and get my PhD. 

How has the Higher Education Program 
helped you? 

I cannot begin to express my gratitude to the 
Higher Education Program for investing in my 
education and future. I owe my whole career to 
the program because of the opportunities that it 
has gave me. It’s opened so many doors for me. 
I feeI I was able to dream bigger because of the 
program and will be forever grateful.

SHIANNA WILSON

PAPAGO FARM & GARDEN
YOU’RE INVITED

Explore the gardens & orchards, enjoy food & friends at this FREE EVENT!

Saturday - October 21, 2023
From 10:00 am to 2:00 pm*

Located at: 2056 N. Extension Road | Scottsdale, AZ 85256
Sponsored by the Mesa Maricopa North Stake of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

*Food served while supplies last from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
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SALT RIVER BUSINESS LISTINGS

If we CANNOT contact you by phone or email, your business will be removed from the listing, call 
O’odham Action News at (480) 362-7750 to have your business put back on the listing.

ART & MAX’S LANDSCAPING
Free estimates mowing, service,
sprinkler, repair, trimming tree clean 
up, maintenance.
Max, (480) 667-9403
art&maxlandscaping@gmail.com

A’S FAMILY LANDSCAPING
Lawn Maintenance, Shrub/Tree
Trimming and Debris/Trash Removal.
FREE ESTIMATES. L. Azule,
(480) 467-8449

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING 
RMG MECHANICAL
Community Member owned business. 
One job done right the fi rst time! We
service all makes and models. License
#ROC310871. Bonded & Insured.
Rebecca Gonzales, (480) 334-1257/
(480) 823-2802
Rmgmechanical@gmail.com

AU-AUTHUM KI, INC.
Commercial construction.
Margaret Rodriguez, (480) 250-7566

BOXING BEARS PHOTOGRAPHY
Boxing Bears Photography is a
photography business based in
Scottsdale, Arizona. We specialize in
portrait photography and photo booths.
Cody Wood, (480) 272-4035
boxingbearsphotography.com
cody@boxingbearsphotography.com

DALIA’S LANDSCAPING
Yard maintenance / tree trimming,
sprinkler repairs and service.
Sherry Harris, (480) 580-0501/ (623)-
282-0902
daliaresendiz0815@icloud.com

DALLAS PROFESSIONAL PAINTING
Commercial Painting Company,
Licensed, Bonded, Insured,
ROC#250102
David Dallas, (623) 337-4070
david@dallaspropainting.com

ERNIE’S CATERING
Food catering for all your needs
Ernie Lopez (chef and owner)

(480) 907-8945 
erniescateringbusiness@yahoo.com

GOODLIFE NUTRITION
Healthy cafe offering plant-based 
juices and smoothies, meal-
replacement options and event 
catering. Mon-Fri 9am-3pm, Sat 11am-
3pm. Closed Sundays.
7607 E. McDowell Rd. Ste. 103 
goodlife.nutrition@yahoo.com
(480)274-3306

HEAVENLY TOUCH CLEANING
SRPMIC Member Owned and
Operated specializing in residential
and commercial cleaning services; get
a quote by phone or emailing contact
information below.
Yesika Saldivar-Zotigh, Owner
(602) 301-9832
Heavenlytouch08@yahoo.com

MOQUINO’S BODY & PAINT LLC.
Auto Body Work and Paint LLC.
Community Member 15% discount.
Pete Moquino, (480) 236-3033
moquinoscustompaint@yahoo.com

LB’s HAIR SALON
For all your hair needs. Over 30+ 
years of experience specializing in 
trending haircuts, color, highlighting, 
perms, blow dry’s and also manicures, 
pedicures and facial waxing.
Linda Baptisto, (602) 525-9142
hairbylindab@yahoo.com

NATIVE CREATIVE APPAREL, LLC
Native American themed clothing for
babies, kids and adults. Design your
own custom shirts
Isaac Lopez, (480) 410-8685 /(562) 
761-9341
nativecreativeapparel@gmail.com

NATIVE GROUND COFFEE
A Native American coffee company 
from Salt River.
Winter Wood, (480) 522-8393
www.nativegroundcoffee.com

PIMA AWARDS PROMOTIONAL
PRODUCTS, INC
Promotional products, silkscreened 
and embroidered apparel, custom 
made awards and printing services.
15610 N 35th Ave Ste #7
Phoenix, AZ 85053
www.pimaawards.com
Ron Lee, (623) 271-8311

PIMARA CONSTRUCTION
Civil & structural engineering.
Virginia Loring, (480) 251-6849
vlpimara@cox.net

PIIPASH SHELL
4001. N. Pima Rd., Scottsdale, AZ
Michael Smith- Owner Piipash LLC
(480) 947-6400 (store)
piipash@hotmail.com

RED CACTUS PHOTOGRAPHY
Professional Photography for all 
occasions: business, commercial,
extreme adventure, family gatherings, 
portraits, real estate, social media, 
sports, and weddings.
D. Gonzales, (480) 828-5863
redcactusphotography480@gmail.com

REZHAWK TOWING & RECOVERY, 
LLC
Please call for appointment.
Lock out available
Eric Schurz, (480) 735-9730
rezhawktowingandrecovery@yahoo.
com

7 STARS OF ARIZONA, LLC
Concrete & Masonry construction,
General contraction ROC#26357.
Angela Willeford, (602) 889-7290
angelawilleford@sevenstarscompany.
com

STAYSHONS CHEVRON
Community Member owned business
since 1994.
Boyd Chiago, (480) 990-2004

VMK ENTERPRISES, INC
Janitorial supplies.
Sheryl@vmkenterprises.com

SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY
Community Regulatory Agency/Offi ce of Alcohol Beverage Control

8840 E. Chaparral Road, Suite 165, Scottsdale, Arizona
(480) 362-5450 FAX (480) 362-5488

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with the SRPMIC Code of Ordinances, Ordinance Number SRO-492-2017, a public hear-
ing on a Liquor License Application for AMF Bowling Centers, Inc. dba Mavrix/Octane, located at 9119 
E. Talking Stick Way, Scottsdale, AZ 85250, shall be held at the SRPMIC Community Regulatory Agency 
(CRA) on October 18, 2023, at 10:00 am, located at 8840 E. Chaparral Rd., Suite 165, Scottsdale, AZ 
85250 (Conference Room). Petitions and testimony will be heard from persons in favor of or opposed 
to the issuance of a liquor license that reside in the Community, or own or lease property located within 
the Community that is in close proximity to the proposed premises. To request for additional information 
regarding this application, contact Licensing Investigator II, Missie Stillman, at (480) 362-6896.

How do you balance your time between 
school, work and family? 

My husband is my greatest support. School, 
friends, family, work, and personal time are 
all very important. It’s important to have that 
balance and to be honest it’s easy to get off 
balance on your own. He helps me balance all 
these things and is always there with love and 
support. 

Looking back, is there anything that you 
would do differently? 

I do not think that I would change anything 
about the path that I have taken. I believe that 
it has taken me exactly where I should be. I 
am proud of where I am and the direction my 
education and career have taken me. 

What do you plan on doing once you gradu-
ate? 

I would love to work family medicine to 
start my career and I will see where that takes 
me. I would like to go back to school at some 
point and get my PhD. 

How has the Higher Education Program 
helped you? 

I cannot begin to express my gratitude to the 
Higher Education Program for investing in my 
education and future. I owe my whole career to 
the program because of the opportunities that it 
has gave me. It’s opened so many doors for me. 
I feeI I was able to dream bigger because of the 
program and will be forever grateful.

BY CHRIS PICCIUOLO
O’odham Action News

chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov

On September 9, the Community 
Recreational Services Outdoor Recrea-
tion Program took 15 Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community members 
kayaking at Saguaro Lake. 

Recreation staff met the participants 
at the lake and gave them a parking 
pass, a life jacket, and a kayak with a 
paddle.

SRPMIC Recreation Coordinator II 
Kevin Riding-In said that they chose 
Saguaro Lake because of its proximity 
to Salt River.

“It’s got a nice recreational beach 
where participants can kayak without 

running into a lot of motorboats,” said 
Riding-In. “It has nice scenery as well. 
We gave them some basic paddling in-
structions, and then we got in the water 
to stay cool and boarded the kayaks to 
begin our paddle adventure.”

Riding-In said that hosting outings 
like these gives people a chance to 
participate in activities that they might 
not have done before in a fun and safe 
environment. 

For more information about the Com-
munity Recreational Services Outdoor 
Recreation program, head to the Way of 
Life Facility’s Facebook page at http://
facebook.com/SRPMIC.WOLF and 
their Instagram page @saltriverrecre-
ation.

Community Recreational 
Services Hosts Kayaking 
Excursion on Saguaro Lake

AROUND THE COMMUNITY

On September 8, the Salt River Police Department hosted a showcase at Salt River Fields. The event was 
intended to highlight the different divisions and responsibilities of the Department to potential recruits. Various 
booths and displays were posted sharing examples of responsibilites and encounters. The details of various 
units of SRPD including patrol, traffi c, rangers, bike unit, K9, dispatch, and special operations were made 
available to attendees interested in joining the SRPD. Photos courtesy of E. Jakupi, SRPD

Participants of the Community Recreational Services Outdoor Recreation Program on their kayaking trip at 
Saguaro Lake. Phot o provided by K asey K auak ahi

4th Quarter 2023 ELIGIBILITY 
DEADLINE 

December 31, 2023
Must be eighteen (18) years old, enrolled, and living to be eligible for the

December 2023 Per Capita Payment.
DEADLINES FOR CHANGES

If you have any questions regarding:
-Tribal ID, Per Capita Eligibility & Change Forms: 

call Membership Services @ 480-362-7600
-Tax Withholding & Direct Deposits: 

call Finance-Per Capita @ 480-362-7710

Direct Deposit Start-Ups and Changes: Thursday, December 28th at 5:00 PM. This 
deadline is for new start-ups for direct deposit or changes to existing information. All forms 
MUST be submitted with a “VOIDED” check or statement from the bank with the Routing 
and Account Numbers. Forms received by this date will be effective for the January 2024
payout. Forms received after this date will not be effective until the April 2024 payout.

Discontinue Direct Deposits: Thursday, December 28th at 5:00 PM. This deadline is to 
discontinue an existing direct deposit.
***Failing to notify the Per Capita department when an account is closed may delay your Per 
Capita payment.

Per Capita Eligibility: Tuesday, January 16th at 5:00PM. This deadline is for submitting 
the Adult SRP-MIC Member’s Per Capita Information Certifi cate. Forms received by this 
date will be effective for the January 2024 payout. Forms received after this date will not be 
processed until the fi rst week of April 2024.

Tax Withholding Changes:Tuesday, January 16th at 5:00PM. This deadline is for making 
changes to “Additional” tax withholding percentage or amount.

Tax forms are available on the Finance Per Capita Intranet Site and can also be requested 
by e-mailing FINPERCAP1@srpmic-nsn.gov.
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SUBMITTED BY AMANDA WHITE, 
SRPMIC VETERANS REPRESENTATIVE

The Salt River Veterans section at the 
Salt River Cemetery is a sacred place 
that pays tribute to the brave men and 
women who served our country and 
made the ultimate sacrifi ce. The Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Communi-
ty’s Veterans Services Offi ce is seeking 
input on the Salt River Cemetery Veter-
ans Memorial, a commemoration of our 

veterans’ selfl ess service and sacrifi ce. 
This memorial serves as a reminder of 
the deep gratitude we have for them and 
their contributions to our nation.

The Veterans Services, Engineering 
and Construction Services, and Public 
Works departments, in collaboration 
with Salt River veterans, have created 
a master plan for the Salt River Veter-
ans Cemetery. We extend our gratitude 
to those Salt River veterans who have 

supported us throughout the planning 
process. 

The plan encompasses a 35-foot by 
45-foot area for a Veterans Memorial, 
complete with new parking and a near-
by shared committal shelter for easy 
access. The main focus of the memorial 
is to honor and elevate the extensive 
and meaningful history of Salt River 
veterans.

To ensure the Veterans Memorial at 

the cemetery is a success, we need your 
help. Please share your inspiration and 
vision regarding how you think we can 
best honor Salt River veterans buried in 
the Salt River Cemetery. 

Some ideas include adding hard-
scapes (like concrete walkways or brick 
pavers), memorial walls or columns, 
and service branch fl ags or seals. We 
could also include desert landscaping, 
benches and an O’odham feature to 
visually represent the veterans. Your 
participation in these improvements 
would be a meaningful way to honor 
the legacy of Salt River veterans.

Join us at the Veterans Hall, located 
at 10223 E. Osborn Road, on October 
12 and 26 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for 
a discussion and brainstorming ses-
sion about a memorial concept. Lunch 
will be provided. We need your ideas 
to ensure the success of this important 
project. 

As we move forward, let us not 
forget this quote: “Veterans know better 
than anyone else the price of freedom, 
for they’ve suffered the scars of war. 
We can offer them no better tribute than 
to protect what they have done for us.” 
Salute the legacy of Salt River veterans 
by participating in these improvements 
to the Veterans area of the cemetery.

Honoring Salt River Veterans with the Salt River Cemetery Veterans Memorial

 A rendering of the Salt River 
Cemetery where a designated 
veteran's memorial is being 
developed.

LEGAL NOTICES 
JUVENILE COURT 

JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT 

ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

ALL JUVENILE COURT CASES REPORT TO 
COURTROOM #3 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS

Andrews, Dracy Devon - Permanency Hearing Case: 
J-23-0040/J-23-0041/J-23-0042 Court Date: October 
18, 2023 at 11 a.m.

Antone, Jordan James - Mother: Brittany Spex (DOB: 
03/08/2000) Child: A.W.S. (DOB: 10/24/2022)
Disposition Hearing, Case: J-23-0033 Court Date: 
November 9, 2023 at 11 a.m.

Antone, James Sheldon - Mother: Brittany Spex 
(DOB: 03/08/2000) Child: A.W.S. (DOB: 10/24/2022)
Permanency/Review Hearings, Case: J-23-0033 Court 
Date: December 14, 2023 at 11 a.m.

Baptisto, Nathaniel – Review/Permanency Hearing 
Case: J-13-0087 Court Date: November 2, 2023 at 11 
a.m.

Carpenter, Ce:dagi Ju:k - Permanency Hearing Case: 
J-19-0055 Court Date: October 25, 2023 at 10 a.m.

Chiago Sr., Vincent Vernon Lee - Permanency Hearing 
Case: J-16-0173 Court Date: October 30, 2023 at 4 
p.m.

Curtis, Lila Star - Initial Guardianship Hearing Case: 
JV-23-3032/3033/3034 Court Date: October 18, 2023 

at 9 a.m.
Doe, Manuel – Review/Permanency Hearings Case: 

J-18-0044 Court Date: November 15, 2023 at 9 a.m.
Francisco, Marissa Martina – Informal Adjustment 

Agreement Review Hearing Case: J-23-0026 Court 
Date: October 24, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.

Kavoka, Jessica Ann - Evidentiary Termination of 
Parental-Child Relationship Hearing Case: J-22-
0128/J-22-0129 Court Date: October 23, 2023 at 9 a.m.

Lewis, Calvin - Mother: Renae Loring (DOB: 02/18/1994) 
Minor: M.A.L. (DOB: 07/09/2022) Adjudication Hearing 
Case: JV-23-3038 Court Date: October 30, 2023 at 10 
a.m.

 Lewis, Robi Corey – Mother: Marissa Francisco (DOB: 
03/13/1999) Minor: C.M.L.F. (DOB: 02/08/2020) 
Informal Adjustment Agreement Review Hearing Case: 
J-23-0026 Court Date: October 24, 2023 at 9 a.m.

Manuel, Ian - Initial Guardianship Hearing Case: JV-23-
3032/3033/3034 Court Date: October 18, 2023 at 9 
a.m.

Osif, Angel John - Mother: Erica Spex (DOB: 01/25/1988) 
Child: L.M.O (DOB: 07/25/2008) Relinquishment 
Hearing Case: J-13-0259/J-16-0235 Court Date: 
October 24, 2023 at 11 a.m.

Osif, Angel - Motion Hearing Case: J-14-0115/J-13-
0259/J-16-0235 Court Date: October 24, 2023 at 11 
a.m.

Pavatea, Sherica Marie – Review/Permanency Hearings 
Case: J-23-0023 Court Date: October 17, 2023 at 9 
a.m.

Unknown Father/John Doe - Mother: Renae Loring,
(DOB: 02/18/1994) Minor: M.A.L. (DOB: 07/09/2022) 
Adjudication Hearing Case: JV-23-3038 Court Date: 
October 30, 2023 at 10 a.m.

Spex, Brittany Arless – Permanency and Review Hearing 
Case: J-23-0033 Court Date: December 14, 2023 at 
11 a.m.

Swan, Dajuan Anthony - Review Hearing/Permanency 
Hearings Case: J-22-0127 Court Date: October 17, 
2023 at 11 a.m.

Valencia, Victor – Review/Permanency Hearings Case: 
J-13-0086 Court Date: November 2, 2023 at 11 a.m.

Valenzuela, Frank Harvier - Mother: Ce:dagi Ju:k 
Carpenter (DOB 03/24/1987) Child: C.R.C. 
Permanency Hearing Case: J-19-0055 Court Date: 
October 25, 2023 at 10 a.m.

Valles Sr., Robert Anthony –Review/Permanency 
Hearings Case: J-15-0174 Court Date: October 18, 
2023 at 10 a.m.

Weatherspoon, Ruben - Review Hearing/Permanency 
Hearing  Case: J-22-0126 Court Date: October 17, 
2023 at 11 a.m.

CIVIL COURT 
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA 

INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT 
ADDRESS: 10040 EAST OSBORN RD. 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

CIVIL COURT CASES REPORT TO COURTROOM 
#1/ #2 ON THE 1ST FLOOR.

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR 

RIGHTS
Andreas, Keisha Ann - Review Hearing Case: CF-22-

0031 Court Date: November 9, 2023 at 9 a.m.
Clapp, Monica - Probate Hearing Case: P-23-0009 Court 

Date: November 6, 2023 at 10:30 AM
Enos, Nancy Dey - Probate Hearing Case: CV-23-3011 

Court Date: October 23, 2023 at 9:30 AM
Enos Jr., John Michael - Civil Complaint Hearing Case: 

CV-23-3233 Court Date: October 18, 2023 at 10 AM
Gallegos, Erica Olivia – Initial Child Support Hearing 

Case: CV-23-3370 -Court Date: October 24, 2023 at 
10 a.m.

Gallegos, Erica Olivia – Initial Child Support/Order to 
Show Cause Hearings Case: CF-11-0149/CF-11-0102 
-Court Date: October 19, 2023 at 10 a.m.

Hayes, Maria Felicia - Initial Guardianship Hearing Case: 
CF-23-0075 Court Date: November 14, 2023 at 9 AM

Jauregui, Alicia Sandra - Evidentiary Child Support 
Hearing Case: CFCS-23-0021 Court Date: November 
1, 2023 at 9:30 AM

Martinez, Ambria Jean - Probate Hearing Case: P-23-
0009 Court Date: November 6, 2023 at 10:30 AM

Scott, Coby Dewayne - Motion Hearing Case: C-23-0043 
Court Date: October 9, 2023 at 10 AM

Zepeda Jr., Hector Jose - Review Hearing Case: CF-22-
0071 Court Date: November 8, 2023 at 9 AM

DEFAULT NOTICES 
COELHO, ANA R.

A motion for an entry of default judgement was submitted 
under CFCS-19-0048 at a hearing on July 24th 2023. 
Pursuant to Salt River Rule 1-16.1 ( c), Ana R. Coelho 
has ten business days from completion of service of the 
above motion (and attachments/enclosures, if any) to 
fi le a responsive pleading, but it is too late to request 
an extension  of time. After all requisites of Salt River 
Rules 5-16 and 5-16.1 ( c)., are satisfi ed, the entry 
of default judgment becomes legally effective under 
CFCS-19-0048. Ana R. Coelho can contact Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Court at 10040 E. 
Osborn Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 85256, (480) 362-6315.

GALLEGOS, ERICA OLIVIA
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE NOTIICE

CF-11-0149/CF-11-0102
IN THE MATTER OF:

S. B. DOB: 05/19/2006,
J. B. DOB: 11/04/2007,
K.B. DOB: 04/10/2010

TO:  Erica Olivia Gallegos,
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to appear  before the 

above-entitled court on the 19th day of October, 2023 
10:00 AM, in Court Room #1, and show cause why you 
should not be held in contempt for failing to comply with 
the April 25, 2023 order.

FAILURE TO APPEAR will result in a Bench Warrant 
issued for your arrest for Contempt of Court from (§6-
41) of the Code of Ordinances.

You are entitled to subpoena witnesses on your behalf 
and to be represented by counsel.

ORDERED this 17th day of August, 2023.
JUDGE RAYMOND L. DEER SALT RIVER PIMA-
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL COURT

LEWIS, CALVIN 
SUMMONS
JV-23-3038 

I.T.M.O.: M.A.L. (DOB: 7/9/2022)
TO:  Calvin Lewis
On September 7, 2023, a Petition was fi led in this court 

alleging that the child named above is a dependent 
child as defi ned at S.R.O. § 11-2 Dependent child.  You 
may obtain a copy of the petition by calling (480) 362-
6315. A hearing has been set to determine whether the 
child named above has been neglected or abused, or is 
otherwise a dependent child. 

THEREFORE YOU ARE ORDERED to APPEAR for a 
dependency Adjudication Hearing and respond to the 
allegations in the Petition before the Salt River Juvenile 
Court located at 10040 E. Osborn Road, Scottsdale, 
Arizona 85256 on Monday, October 30, 2023, at 10:00 
a.m., in Court Room # 3 before Judge Darmody. 

WARNING:  Failure to attend any hearing without good 
cause shown may result in a fi nding that you have 
waived your legal rights to be present and defend 
against the allegation(s) in the petition.  The hearing 
may go forward without you and may result in a fi nding 
of dependency, and the Court could make permanent 

orders by motion.  Further, failure to appear at Court 
hearings or to participate in services may result in the 
termination of your parental rights or the establishment 
of a permanent guardianship.  

Failure to appear at any Court hearing after receiving 
notice of the hearing may result in a bench warrant 
being issued for parent's/guardian's/custodian's 
immediate arrest. 

NOTICE, Violation of this Order is Subject to Proceedings 
for Contempt of Court Pursuant to Salt River 
Community Code Section 6-42.  The Court May Find 
the Parent, Guardian or Custodian in Contempt for 
Failure to Appear at a Court Hearing or For Failure to 
Follow Court Orders.

 COURT CLERK –SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT

UNKNOWN FATHER/JOHN DOE
SUMMONS
JV-23-3038 

I.T.M.O.: M.A.L. (DOB: 7/9/2022)
TO:  Unknown Father/John Doe
On September 7, 2023, a Petition was fi led in this court 

alleging that the child named above is a dependent 
child as defi ned at S.R.O. § 11-2 Dependent child.  You 
may obtain a copy of the petition by calling (480) 362-
6315. A hearing has been set to determine whether the 
child named above has been neglected or abused, or is 
otherwise a dependent child. 

THEREFORE YOU ARE ORDERED to APPEAR for a 

dependency Adjudication Hearing and respond to the 
allegations in the Petition before the Salt River Juvenile 
Court located at 10040 E. Osborn Road, Scottsdale, 
Arizona 85256 on Monday, October 30, 2023, at 10:00 
a.m., in Court Room # 3 before Judge Darmody. 

WARNING:  Failure to attend any hearing without good 
cause shown may result in a fi nding that you have 
waived your legal rights to be present and defend 
against the allegation(s) in the petition.  The hearing 
may go forward without you and may result in a fi nding 
of dependency, and the Court could make permanent 
orders by motion.  Further, failure to appear at Court 
hearings or to participate in services may result in the 
termination of your parental rights or the establishment 
of a permanent guardianship.  

Failure to appear at any Court hearing after receiving 
notice of the hearing may result in a bench warrant 
being issued for parent's/guardian's/custodian's 
immediate arrest. 

NOTICE, Violation of this Order is Subject to Proceedings 
for Contempt of Court Pursuant to Salt River 
Community Code Section 6-42.  The Court May Find 
the Parent, Guardian or Custodian in Contempt for 
Failure to Appear at a Court Hearing or For Failure to 
Follow Court Orders.

 COURT CLERK –SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
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PUBLIC WORKS NOTICE
SRPMIC Council has approved the nightly closures of the Salt River 

and Lehi Cemeteries due to continued vandalism.

The Salt River and Lehi Cemeteries will be closed from  8 p.m. to 5 
a.m.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Memorial Services at (480) 278-7050

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS DEADLINES
 ISSUE        DEADLINE AT NOON

October 19 October 6
November 2 October 20

SEND INFORMATION TO DODIE MANUEL at dodie.manuel@srpmic-nsn.gov 
For more information please call (480) 362-7750.

O'odham Action News is published bi-weekly by the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. Editorials 
and articles are the sole responsibility of the authors, 
and do not necessarily refl ect the opinion, attitude or 
philosophy of O'odham Action News or the Salt River  
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

O'odham Action News encourages the submission 
of letters to the Editor. However, letters must be typed 
or printed clearly, and should include the writer’s name, 
address and phone number. This information is for 
verifi cation only. Other submission of articles, artwork and 
photos are encouraged. O'odham Action News does not 
assume responsibility for unsolicited materials and does 
not guarantee publication upon submission.

O'odham Action News reserves the right to reject any 
advertising, material or letter submitted for publication.

Advertising rates are available on request. O'odham 
Action News does not endorse any product or services 
accepted as advertising on these pages. All contributions 
or information may be sent to:

O'ODHAM ACTION NEWS
10,005 E. Osborn Road,
Scottsdale, AZ 85256

DODIE MANUEL, MANAGING EDITOR 
(480) 362-7731

dodie.manuel@srpmic-nsn.gov

SENIOR NEWS REPORTER
Vacant

CHRIS PICCIUOLO 
NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-6626
chris.picciuolo@srpmic-nsn.gov 

JUAN YSAGUIRRE
NEWS REPORTER

(480) 362-7323
juan.ysaguirre@srpmic-nsn.gov

NEWS REPORTER (ONLINE)
Vacant

NEWSPAPER ASSISTANT
KARI HAAHR
(480) 362-2698

kari.haahr@srpmic-nsn.gov

NALANI LOPEZ 
INTERN

(480) 362-7308
nalani.lopez3@srpmic-nsn.gov

O’ODHAM ACTION NEWS 
MAIN LINE (480) 362-7750

(Leave a message with your name and number 
and we will return your call)

ADVERTISING 
Call Dodie Manuel for advertising info.

(480) 362-7731 / www.oodhamnews.org

DISTRICT A 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Jacob Butler 

DISTRICT B
COUNCIL MEMBER
David Antone

DISTRICT C 
COUNCIL MEMBER
Cheryl Doka

DISTRICT D
COUNCIL MEMBER
Wi-Bwa Grey

DISTRICT E
COUNCIL MEMBER
Mikah Carlos 

LEHI DISTRICT
COUNCIL MEMBER
Deanna Scabby

LEHI DISTRICT
COUNCIL MEMBER
Michael Dallas, Sr.

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

PRESIDENT
Martin Harvier

VICE-PRESIDENT
Ricardo Leonard

Please call the Church ahead of time to confi rm information.
Information was correct at the time of print, however, services may have changed since then.

LEHI CHURCH OF THE NAZA-
RENE
1452 E. Oak St.
Mesa, AZ 85203
Mailing Address:
PO Box 4628
Mesa, AZ 85211
Pastor Merrill Jones
(480) 234-6091
SERVICES
-Visit us on Facebook Live and in 
person. Search for Lehi Church of 
the Nazarene.
-Sun. School, 9:30 a.m.
-Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.
-Sun. Night Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
-Wed. Devotion Night at church, 
6:30 p.m.
-SOAR Group 2nd & 4th Friday
every month at the church 7 p.m.
-Mon. night Prayer Meeting, 6 p.m.
-Singspiration, last Sunday of the 
month at 6 p.m.

FERGUSON MEMORIAL BAP-
TIST CHURCH
1512 E. McDowell Rd. (Lehi)
Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Neil Price
(480) 278-0750
SERVICES
-Sunday Worship Service, 10 a.m. 
Now available through the Zoom 
app. Call church for Zoom ID. 

LEHI PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1342 E. Oak
Mesa, AZ 85203
Pastor Annette Lewis
annette.f.lewis@gmail.com
(480) 404-3284
SERVICES
-Sunday Services 10 a.m.

-Communion First Sunday of every 
month 10 a.m.
Birthday Sunday Potluck- Last 
Sunday of the Month, after 
services.
-Youth Devotion/Music (bring your
instruments!) last 2 Saturdays of 
the month at 4 p.m.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST PAPAGO WARD
2056 N. Extension Rd. Scottsdale
AZ, 85256
(480) 947-1084
SERVICES
-Sunday service begins at 10 a.m.

PIMA CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
12207 E. Indian School Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85256
Pastor Marty Thomas
(480) 874-3016/
Home: (480) 990-7450
SERVICES
-Sunday service 11 a.m.
-Lord’s Supper very fi rst Sunday of
the month (potluck after)

SALT RIVER ASSEMBLY OF 
GOD
10657 E. Virginia Ave.
Scottsdale, AZ 85256
(480) 947-5278
Rev. Winter Elk Valencia 
Services
-Sunday Morning Prayer 10 a.m.
-Worship 11 a.m.
-No Evening Service till further
notice.
-Thursday Bible Study 6pm

SALT RIVER CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
430 N. Dobson Rd.
Mesa, AZ 85201
(720) 626-2171
SaltRiverChurchofChrist.com
SERVICES
-Bible Class 9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
-Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.-
11:30 a.m.
-Sunday Bible Class 6 p.m.
-Bible Study Wednesdays 7 p.m.
-Provides transportation services
for Community members call 
phone number

SALT RIVER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 10125
Scottsdale, AZ 85271
E: SaltRiverPresbyterian@gmail.
com
Visit us on Facebook
Pastor Charlotte Fafard
SERVICES
-Sunday Service, 1 p.m.
-Communion fi rst Sunday of the 
month

ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC MIS-
SION
3090 N. Longmore, Scottsdale, 
AZ85256
(602) 292-4466 (cell)
Administrator: Deacon Jim Trant
Parish President: Cindy Thomas
Father Peter McConnell and 
Father
Antony Tinker
SERVICES
-Sunday Mass 12 p.m.
-Holy Hours 1 p.m.

CHURCH  LISTING

EXCLUSION INFORMATION
On May 3, 2023, the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Council approve the exclusion of 
Vincent Edward Rodriguez (DOB: 6/17/69) because it was determined that his behavior and actions were 
detrimental to the peace, health and morals of the Community.
Mr. Rodriguez is known to frequent the residence at 10882 East Indian School Road within the boundar-
ies of the Community.
If you see Mr. Rodriguez within the Community please report it to the SRPD immediately.

EXCLUSION NOTICE
Vincent Edward Rodriguez

TEMPORARY EXCLUSION NOTICE
On August 9, 2023, the Salt River Pima-Mari-
copa Indian Community Council approved the 
temporary exclusion of Fernando Muniz (DOB: 
12/31/1993) because it was determined that he 
represents a present and substantial danger to 
the Community.
Fernando Muniz is required by law to register as 
a sex offender.
Fernando Muniz is known to reside and/or 
frequent the residence at 9990 East Highland 
Avenue, within the boundaries of the Community.
If you see Fernando Muniz within the 
Community, please report it to the SRPD 
immediately.

TEMPORARY 
EXCLUSION 

NOTICE
Fernando Muniz

PERMANENT EXCLUSION INFORMATION
On August 23, 2023, the Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community Council approved permanent 
exclusion of Steve Hodgson (DOB: 12/11/1963) 
because it was determined that his presence and 
behavior is detrimental to the peace, health or mor-
als of the Community. 
If you see Steve Hodgson within the Commu-
nity, please report it to the SRPD immediately.

PERMANENT
EXCLUSION 

NOTICE
Steve Hodgson



This Public Service page is sponsored by:

Check us out at. . . 

www.srmaterials.com
Exceptional People…Exceptional Benefits…Exceptional Company 

Phoenix Cement Company and Salt River Sand & Rock, 
dba  Salt River Materials Group, 

both divisions of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

Calendar of Events 

Salt River Materials Group is a leading supplier of cement, pozzolans and aggregates in Arizona and the
Southwest U.S for the over 60 years. SRMG has a wide variety of career posi ons, and we invest in our
employees through extraordinary benets, training and development opportuni es to allow our employees
to grow in their careers.

BENEFITS

Life Disability

Long & Short‐Term Disability Insurance

PTO (Paid Time O ) & PSL (Paid Sick Leave)

Bereavement Leave immediately available upon hire date.

Holiday Pay 7 observed and paid holidays, 2 oa ng holidays!

Health – extensive medical, dental, vision and prescrip on drug coverage.

Supplemental Programs Everyone Health, Teledoc (24/7 medical/mental heal services), GRAIL pre cancer screen
(based upon eligibility)

Health Club Membership – Health club membership for employee.

401(k) – A re rement savings plan with mul ple investment op ons and 6% matching dollar for dollar contribu ons.

Tui�on Reimbursement – SRMG will pay up to 100% of tui on and books.

Employee Local and Na�onal Discounts Theme Parks, Spor ng Events, Plays & Concerts, Vehicle & Home purchases
and much more!

Green Vehicle Program – Employees may receive up to $1500 each calendar year for 3 years for the purchase of fuel
e cient vehicles.

Home Energy Efficiency Incen�ve – Employees may receive up to $100 each calendar year for the purchase of energy
e cient compact light bulbs (CFL’s) and LEDs or an Energy Audit performed by SRP or APS.

Does Salt River Materials Group have preference in hiring?

Yes, Salt River Materials Group (SRMG) is the commercial trade name for marke ng ac vi es of Phoenix
Cement Company and Salt River Sand and Rock. Phoenix Cement Company and Salt River Sand and Rock are
independent divisions of the Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community (SRP MIC).

However, all qualied individuals are encouraged to apply. During the hiring process, management will
determine a prospec ve employee’s ability, skill, competency and other qualica ons needed for the job. When all these are equal between a qualied Community
Member, a qualied Na ve American and other qualied candidate, preference will be given to the qualied Community Member, then a qualied Na ve American
and then other qualied candidate.

CURRENT CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES

VIEW FULL JOB DESCRIPTIONS AND APPLY
ONLINE AT SRMATERIALS.COM

Arizona
Corporate

 Technical Services Director
Sco sdale, AZ

Cement
 Facility Operator I (Bulk Loading)

Clarkdale, AZ

 Welder/Maintenance Machinist I
Clarkdale, AZ

Aggregates
 U�lity Person I‐Sr

Glendale, AZ

 U�lityperson I‐Sr – Beeline Plant
Sco sdale, AZ

 U�lityperson I ‐Sr – 67th Ave Plant
Laveen, AZ

 Night Shi�|Batch Plant| Mobile
Equipment Operator
Glendale, AZ

Pozzolans
 Facility Operator I‐IV – 19th Avenue

Terminal
Phoenix, AZ

OCTOBER
S’HE:PIJIG MAṢAD 

XLY’A SHAXUK
HUHUGAM KI: MUSEUM WILL BE CLOSED 

FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 

6  WALK FOR O’ODHAM PIIPAASH, starting 
at 8 a.m. at the Two Waters Complex. The 
Walk for O’odham Piipaash is not a test of 
endurance, it is prayers for our O’odham/
Piipaash past, present, and future. Online 
Pre-registration is required, visit tinyurl.
com/WFOP1023 to be one of the first 500 
and received a free T-Shirt!

6 FIRST FRIDAYS WITH HIGHER ED, 10 
a.m. - 12 p.m. via Microsoft Teams. Join 
Higher Education staff, as well as featured 
guest speakers the first Friday of every 
month to learn important information about 
all kinds of college-related topics, includ-
ing applications, funding, scholarships, 
counseling, and more! Email HigherEd@
saltriverschools.org to register.

7 PIIPAASH MATASHEEVM COMMUNITY 
SOCIAL, 12 p.m. at Lehi Gathering Area. 
All bird and O’odham singers and dancers 
are invited to join us for dinner (while 
supplies last) and dancing. For questions, 
please contact piipaashmatasheevm@
srpmic-nsn.gov

9 INDIGENIZE THE VALLEY PHX FEST, 10 
a.m. – 8 p.m. at Margaret T. Hance Park 
67 W. Culver St. Phoenix. Celebrate in 
the present tense with a pop-up market, 
skateboarding competition, musical perfor-
mances, and art. This event is FREE but 
registration is encouraged at https://tinyurl.
com/IPDPHX23

9-13 SALT RIVER SCHOOLS ON FALL 
BREAK - NO SCHOOL

12 VETERAN’S MEMORIAL CO-DESIGN 
MEETING, 11 a.m. at SRPMIC Veteran’s 
Hall. Your input is needed to help co-
design the veteran’s memorial for the Salt 
River Cemetery! Lunch will be provided. 
Questions? Contact Veteran’s Services at 
480-362-7884 

13 SAFETY DAY, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. at South 
Side of ALA Football Field. This free family 
event will feature police and fire displays 
and demos as well as food and informa-
tional booths. Please contact Bobby.Scab-
byJr@srpmic-nsn.gov with questions.

13-14 FREE TABLE AND CHAIRS GIVE-
AWAY FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS, at 
the old ALA building 1663 N. Longmore 
Rd. from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday and 6 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday. First come, first 
served; must provide tribal ID and bring 
own help and equipment to load furniture. 
For more information, contact the SR 
Public Works Department at 480-362-5600 
or email PWCustomerService@srpmic-
nsn.gov

14 NO SECOND SATURDAY AT THE HUHU-
GAM KI: MUSEUM

14 NATIVE CONNECTIONS 39TH ANNUAL 
PARADE, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. in Phoenix, Ari-
zona, starting at 3rd Street and Oak Street 
and heading north to Steele Indian School 
Park. Join us for this free community event 
in celebration of “The Beauty of Native 
Art” - featuring floats, performers, music, 
and fun! For more information, contact 
parade@nativeconnections.org

14 PHOENIX INDIAN CENTER’S 2ND AN-
NUAL GOURD DANCE AND SOCIAL 
POWWOW, 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. at Steele 
Indian School Park (following Native Con-
nections Parade) Join us for this free, one 
day event filled with culture, music, food 

and community! For more information, call 
602-264-6768 or email info@phxindcenter.
org 

14 62ND ANNUAL MISS INDIAN ARIZONA 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, 6:30 p.m. at 
Chandler Center for the Arts. More details 
to come! Contact Miss Indian Arizona 
Association at (928) 662-6028

17 CM SCABBY / CM DALLAS LEHI 
DISTRICT MEETING, 6 p.m. at Lehi Com-
munity Center 1231 E. Oak St. Mesa, AZ 
85203 Agenda items to be determined and 
Community Member Comments. Please 
contact Council Secretaries Office at 
(480) 362-7469 with questions and to 
confirm meeting schedule.

17 YOUNG CHILD CELEBRATION, 4 p.m. - 6 
p.m. at ALA Gymnasium. We will have a 
celebration of kids and share resources 
on caring for them. There will be people 
involved in the health and well being of 
children on site to share what they know. 
We will have fun activities for kids. There 
will be healthy snacks, playtime, nutrition 
information, books and reading, and an 
area for parents to meet each other and 
network. Please contact Maggie Fisher 
with questions at 480-362-7300

19 CM DOKA DISTRICT C MEETING, 6 p.m. 
at SRPMIC Council Chambers 10091 
E. Osborn Rd. Scottsdale, AZ 85256. 
Topics to include SRPD Animal Control 
Team Overview and Community Member 
Comments. Please contact Council 
Secretaries Office at (480) 362-7469 
with questions and to confirm meeting 
schedule.

19 RISE GRANT COMMUNITY MEETING,
5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. at SRES Board Room 
4836 N. Center St. All Salt River Schools 
students, staff, families, and Community 

members are invited to help us with the 
planning of the Raising Indigenous Suc-
cess in Education (RISE) – there are many 
things we’d like to do with the funding and 
need your help to decide! A light dinner will 
be served. Bring the kids; we’ll have arts 
and crafts activities available. Questions? 
Call 480-362-2500.

20 CM BUTLER DISTRICT A MEETING, 6 
p.m. at SRPMIC Council Chambers 10091 
E. Osborn Rd. Scottsdale, AZ 85256. 
Topics to be determined and Community 
Member Comments. Please contact 
Council Secretaries Office at (480) 
362-7469 with questions and to confirm 
meeting schedule.

20 40TH ANNUAL SILVER & TURQUOISE 
BALL PRESENTED BY PHOENIX 
INDIAN CENTER, PIC Turquoise Ball 
description: held at Sheraton Downtown 
Phoenix. Including silent and live auctions, 
cultural performances, and an indigenous 
inspired dinner by Chef Denella Belin. Visit 
PhxIndCenter.com/Silver-Turquoise-Ball 
for more information

21 CM ANTONE DISTRICT B MEETING, 9 
a.m. at SRPMIC Council Chambers 10091 
E. Osborn Rd. Scottsdale, AZ 85256. 
Topics to be determined and Community 
Member Comments. Please contact 
Council Secretaries Office at (480) 
362-7469 with questions and to confirm 
meeting schedule.

22 RED DRESS WALK FOR MMIW/P,
10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at Field South of 
Salt River Community Building 1880 N. 
Longmore Rd. Walk to begin at 10:30 a.m. 
All are welcome to join as we walk to re-
member our sisters and bring awareness. 
Please email questions to reddressw-
walk@gmail.com

22 IRON MAN 70.3 ARIZONA, All-day in 
Tempe and at Tempe Beach Park. Be 
mindful of road closures if traveling in 
Tempe.

26 VETERAN’S MEMORIAL CO-DESIGN 
MEETING, 11 a.m. at SRPMIC Veteran’s 
Hall. Your input is needed to help co-
design the veteran’s memorial for the Salt 
River Cemetery! Lunch will be provided. 
Questions? Contact Veteran’s Services at 
480-362-7884

26 SPOOKTACULAR, 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. at 
Accelerated Learning Academy. Join the 
Safe Schools & Security team at their 
premier annual event: SPOOKTACULAR! 
All manner of costumed creatures* are 
welcome to our public event on Thursday, 
Oct. 26. The event is scheduled from 
5:30-7 p.m. at the Accelerated Learning 
Academy. Spooktacular is free and open 
to the public. *Because this is a school 
event, we ask you refrain from wearing 
violence-themed costumes (no weapons of 
any kind). Questions? Call 480-362-2010 
or email Esteban.Lopez@saltriverschools.
org.

26 THRIVING WITH DIABETES, 8:30 a.m. 
– 3 p.m. at River People Health Center’s 
Teaching Kitchen. Every fourth Thursday 
of the month, providers will go over major 
topics of diabetes care including food, 
medication, physical activity, and stress 
management. Breakfast and lunch will be 
provided. Call (480) 362-3355 for informa-
tion and to reserve a spot.

28 FALL FESTIVAL, 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. at ALA 
Football Field. See ad on page 7 for more 
info!

31 HALLOWEEN, Stay safe and have fun!




